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INFORMATION BULLETIN 
 

Bulletin #: I2021-044 

Date:  May 13, 2021 

To: Ontario Soccer; District Membership, ORA and Associate Members 

CC:  Ontario Soccer Board of Directors, Staff 

From: Johnny Misley, Chief Executive Officer  

Subject:  Ontario Soccer honours Gary Miller’s legacy by renaming a key OPDL event, the 

“OPDL Gary Miller Charity Shield” 

 
With today, May 13, 2021 marking the one-year anniversary of Gary Miller’s passing, Ontario Soccer 
invites the membership to join us in celebrating and reflecting on Gary’s rich legacy, as a true pioneer 
and gentleman of the beautiful game in Ontario and across Canada.  
 
Hired to his second posting with Ontario Soccer as Director of Soccer Operations on April 14, 2015, 
Gary was a key member of Ontario Soccer’s senior leadership team in guiding Ontario Soccer through 
a period of transformation and modernization. Spearheading the Soccer Operations Department, he 
was an important leader, mentor and friend to many within soccer in Ontario and across the wider 
Canadian Soccer community.  
 
A staunch advocate for Long-Term Player, Coach and Match Official Development, Gary oversaw and 
led the implementation of key initiatives like the introduction of Grassroots Standards, as well as the 
development and integration of Academies into the Ontario Soccer family. The impact of these 
initiatives did not only greatly improve the soccer experience of thousands of players, coaches and 
match officials across the Province, but also inspired soccer leaders from coast to coast to coast, as 
Ontario Soccer continued to pioneer the modernization of our sport across Canada.  
 
However, nowhere was Gary’s influence more critical and impactful than participating on Ontario 
Soccer’s Technical Advisory Committee where the group was responsible for developing the 
standards for the Ontario Player Development League (OPDL) launched in 2014. This program has 
come to be the pace setter and embodiment of a more refined, standards-based high performance 
development environment benefitting players, coaches and match officials across Ontario..  
 
Therefore, it is with great excitement that Ontario Soccer announces today that the prestigious “OPDL 
Charity Shield” will be renamed “The OPDL Gary Miller Charity Shield” in Gary’s honour.  
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By enshrining his name with this highest standard of youth soccer competition, Gary’s memory will 
live on for soccer generations to come and his dedication to advance soccer, in all capacities, across 
Ontario and Canada will forever be fondly remembered.  
 
Ontario Soccer, on behalf of the Miller Family wish to also take this opportunity to inform membership 
that a special Gary Miller Celebration of Life is being planned for November with more details to come. 
 
How do I stay connected to Ontario Soccer?  
 
For further information please refer to the latest bulletins on the COVID-19 Updates page, which has 
all the latest information from Ontario Soccer, as well as resources for your members. Please 
consider placing a dedicated link to the COVID-19 Updates on the homepage on your website.  
 
If you have not subscribed to our weekly e-Newsletter, Subscribe to INSIDE THE 18. Follow us on 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.  
 
 

https://www.ontariosoccer.net/page/show/5697170-covid-19-updates
https://www.ontariosoccer.net/page/show/5697170-covid-19-updates
https://www.ontariosoccer.net/newsletter
https://twitter.com/OntarioIsSoccer
https://www.facebook.com/OntarioIsSoccer/
https://www.instagram.com/ontario_soccer
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQWRAQWjOj39SyyiSEmSiPA

