
**.  PRESS RELEASE   ** 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

LAKEVILLE NORTH NAMES THEIR 2022-23 MSHS ExCEL Award WINNERS 
 

 
Two Lakeville North Juniors, Aaimah Khawaja & Quinn Power, were named as Lakeville North’s 
nominees for the 2022-23 MSHSL’s ExCEL Award (Excellence in Community, Education & Leadership). 
 
The ExCEL Award is presented to one high school junior male and female that are active in fine arts 
and/or athletics, demonstrates leadership qualities, and who are model citizens in their communities. 
 
 
Aaimah Khawaja 
Khawaja is a ‘straight-A’ student and a key member of the Lakeville North 
Speech Team. During her high school career she has also participated in DECA, 
Yearbook, Debate, and Track & Field.  In Speech, she was a National 
Quarterfinalist and has received post-season honors from the SSC. She serves 
as a team captain and a mentor to first-year team members.  
 

Khawaja is a co-founder/leader of an affinity group aimed at protecting Muslim 
students' rights at Lakeville North.  She is also the President of “Asian American 
Connections”, an affinity group aimed at providing representation for 
marginalized students.  In addition, she has been the lead organizer for Islamic 
events hosted at school, she has been a Henna artist at school-based culture festivals, and she 
serves as a student manager on the Ultimate Frisbee team.  
 

An LN staff member said about Khawaja, “of all the students I've nominated for various MSHSL 
awards over the years, Aaimah is by far the most impressive in terms of engagement and leadership 
in our school community.” 



 
Quinn Power  
Power is a ‘straight-A’ student and a three-sport athlete in Football, Hockey & 
Lacrosse. He has received post-season awards from the SSC & Metro District 
and has served as a multi-year captain on the Lacrosse team.  Recently he was 
named as a captain of the Football team for next year.   
 

Outside of school, Power gives back to the sports that have impacted him by 
coaching Youth Lacrosse & Youth Football.  He has participated in Feed My 
Starving Children and a National Multiple Sclerosis Society Fundraiser. 
 

One of his coaches describes Power as, “one of the greatest young leaders he 
has been blessed to coach. He leads through message, but most importantly in action. He holds 
himself to a high standard, expecting the same from his classmates. A leader on the practice and 
game field, and is relentless in his pursuit of excellence.” 
 
 
At the state level, the MN ExCEL Award recipients will be announced on the MSHSL website 
on Feb. 6, 2023. 
 
 


