OWA Meeting Minutes 9/7/2024
Start time: 10 am
All voting is being done by new electronic system, must have sanctioned club, and USA Membership.
Rick Bell introduced himself and his family. 
· Scoring rule changes and weigh class changes: 
Adoption of the NFHS scoring rules effective for the 2024/2025 school season: 3 point take down, college out of bounds rules, 15 point tech. Effective as of September 1st 2024
We will take the out of bounds rule safely and remove it from tournaments if needed based off mat size during tournaments.
Weights at Kids’ Nationals: you can go what ever weight wanted since no qualifiers are necessary.
USA wrestling has switched the Spokane nationals from a woman’s tournament to a futures tournament
Weight class changes for both weight classes for 14u will not have 17 weight classes 
16u girls weight classes have added 207 weight class
USA wrestling is trying to transition girls wrestling from folkstyle to freestyle, there is a new clarification for neutral start… at the end of each period they will start the new period in the standing position. In case of overtime, they will start the overtime period in standing position.
· Oregon is ranked #13 in the nation, up 9%... a lot of growth last year. 
Girl athletes’ huge growth of 21%
Leadership up 15%
Chartered club down 3% (would like to see more club growth)
Sanctioned events are up by 14% (this is great but would like to see more freestyle and Greco sanctioned events)
Rick received a phone call regarding some concerns with the girls’ teams in Fargo regarding coaches drinking excessive amounts of alcohol, the first call that should have happened was not to another coach but to SafeSport so proper investigations can happen. SafeSport stepped in and coaches received punishment. Rick just wanted to make sure everyone is well aware of new changes within the organization: 
New code of conduct: everyone will sign from parents, to coaches, officials and athletes.  We need to make sure these are enjoyable experiences for all athletes. 
· Road trip to success:
Coaches had a big BBQ to go over the road to success, do not worry about Reno Worlds, focus more on Freestyle and greco, need to start hosting more freestyle and Greco tournaments. Western states, Turf wars and Pocatello will be guidelines, kids will learn dual strategy and its lot of fun.
Neil Russo took the stage to over the importance of Pocatello
· Voting:
Lesa took the podium:
Article 4 section 8 removal and vacancies:
Add committee members to the verbiage right now it only says board members
Due to inactivity, you can be removed from committee and be replaced
No one person can hold two positions on committees
Reduce tournament fee from $2.50 back to $2.00 ($0.50 reduced to restore college) 
Adding council to cultural exchange
All votes passed positively 
· New changes to sanctioning events USA Membership:
New USA wrestling registration fees are 2.9% for registration and $.30 per entry 
Within sanction you have access to event admin to enter all specific details and builds web page 
Scan us cards for checking in 
Officials and volunteers (public sign-up form) can sign up for event through USA membership: allows you to communicate regarding the event details and specifics.
· Executive Director Lesa takes the podium
$50,000 was donated to wrestling tournaments this year
Duties of a council member: 
	Be ready to work, tournament participation, national events, meetings, and being present. We need the help and need the commitment 
Importance of chartering and sanctioning: One mat club is being sued for over 18 million dollars because a child was injured during a tournament, but everyone was sanctioned and insurance was covered so USA wrestling will hire their legal team
Hosting an event/dinner in May hoping to raise money for athletes so this event will help cover those costs. 
Tournament dates: 6u/8u is moving to Friday. For Freestyle and Greco 6u/8u will run all day Friday 
· Oregon Classic Stephanie Matthews:
Celebrated 40 years of excellence this year
Adding more girls’ dual teams this year
We utilized advance ticket purchasing last year and will use that again this year
Working harder at fundraising and finding other ways to bring in more revenue to help support wrestling in Oregon 
· Mike Ritchie Vice President from Restore College:
Restore college is communicating with two universities and one community college to start or restart college programs in the future (Western Oregon is pretty interested)
Dedicating more time and effort to develop additional fellow workers with in group and reestablish and conversions with established colleges and universities that we have helped start that are having difficulties or struggling 
· Nation team Director Branden Bailey:
Lat year they started paying a college athlete to travel to Fargo to help, Nash Singleton was awarded the scholarship last year.
This year Aaron from Southwestern did a great job and they plan on doing it again and keeping the college kids involved, we need more coaches
Key accomplishments: 30 automatic qualifiers in freestyle and 34 in Greco, 5 All Americans, increased overall winning percentage in both divisions, increased in total of wins, and athletes that have one at least one match in each style.
Opportunities for improvement: Adjust lodging plans for Fargo looking at hotel accommodations, reasonable meal accommodations, increase best on best practices 
Two council members are up for election: Members highlighted in yellow received the most votes, the number next to their name is how many votes they received and agree to take on the role within the committee 
Council members voted in:
 Megahn Jump 54 votes
 Kevin Keeney 52 votes
Matt Sprague received 21 votes 
· Dual Teams
Thanked and recognized the coaches and volunteers who traveled and helped at Fargo, it was very much appreciated
Sean Belding talked about Junior duals in Oklahoma
Sent two high school dual teams to Pocatello for Turf Wars
Had record number of applicants for duals, will need to increase travel rosters for our upcoming season as a result
More athletes are needed to come to the national duals 16-20 matches in 4 days is too hard on the athletes 
Won the sportsmanship award this year 

Dual team Director up for election:
Sean Belding- moved to close 
Two Council members are up for election:
Sam Schmitz
Joel Gibson
Moved to close 

· Girls Director Natasha Umemoto:
Ket accomplishments: largest team to date attended the nationals (75) athletes, the percentage of participation and wins have increased, and it will keep improving
Looking for fundraising events, parent/volunteer support
Hosting monthly clinics will continue.
Not taking a team to heartland 
Girls Division Director up for election:
Natasha Umemoto- moved to close 
Two positions up for election on council:
Sheena Cisneros 63
Eric Byrne 36
Rich Wirfs 33
Lunch Break
· Kids Division Eric Provost
Create more opportunities for kids to be apart of more dual teams and to create more freestyle and Greco tournaments and both were met with success.
Took a kids and middle school team to Christmas Clash duals
Rumble at the Rock will hold qualifier for the Christmas Clash Duals
Took two teams to Heartland duals, great exposure for the kids
Two teams to Turf wars, kids Greco team took 2nd place and finally beat Utah
Upcoming season: Christmas Clash Duals, 14u and 12u National Duals, Turf wars, focus more on freestyle and Greco. Would like to bring two teams for each kid and middle school.
Changes: Transitioning to Freestyle and Greco after state, Kids nationals
14u weight changes and scoring as discussed earlier by Rick.
Eric is up for Election
Eric is nominated: Moved to close 
Four new Council members needing to join:
Kyle Johnson 53
Cory Nickel 45
Melissa Srtockton 46
Jim Fewell 38 – one year term
Jason Roberts 33
Dante Lewis 31
· Cultural Exchange Charlie Kent
Thanks to Tony Jones for all of his help and commitment 
Hosting in Japan was outstanding and having the team from Japan here in January was amazing, The Japan team also competed at the Classic this last year. 
Seek additional sponsorships to help keep costs down 
John Farinola spoke: Thanked everyone for being able to take the kids to Japan and thanked Roy Pittman 
Director up for election
Charlie Kent 42
Austin Markey 21
Council Member is being added:
Austin Markey 33
Spencer Howe 1
Matt Sprague 21
Rustin Marchello 8
· Beach Division Bo Hampton
Ran the beach tournament in Coos Bay, we were able to get a private venue had the availability of wifi so this next year they can run on track and promote a lot more 
Kids had a lot of fun 
Looking to promote a lot more, need to have food and drinks at the event and need to start planning for next year. We will have shirts and merchandise this next year
One committee member available for council:
Dante Lewis- Moved to close 
· Operations Official Thomas Cousins
Thomas moved his ranking from P3 to P1
Thomas is looking forward to the USA Wrestling software and developing in house training 
Arrange some group training with USAWOA team
Monetizing events, Pay per view, sponsorship with logos on brackets etc.
Two council members up for election
Teresea Jex
Bri Haye
Moved to close 
· Mat Officials Alan Merrill 
Moment of silence for John Scott
Increased in official participation, always looking for more and need to get more parents actively involved.
Communication increased very well and all officials are willing to learn and its taking off as well as training.
Able to send an official to Oklahoma and Utah for national teams this year
Two committee members up for election
Ryan Dalke 
Daniel Merrill
Moved to close

· Chairman up for Election 
Rick Bell nominated- Moved to close 

· Rollin Schimmel Award: Nominees
Steve Thorpe 31
Teresea Jex 12
Tony Jones 13	
· Open floor for open discussion
Roy Pittman gave words of encouragement and brought up that we need to get out of our comfort zones and grow
Branden Bailey spoke about the process about being a part of the national team staff (application process)
End of discussion
Meeting concludes: 1:41 pm 















