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INFORMATION BULLETIN

Bulletin #: 12020-120

Date: Nov. 18, 2020

To: Ontario Soccer District Membership, ORA, and Associate Members

CcC: Ontario Soccer Board of Directors, Staff

From: Johnny Misley, Chief Executive Officer

Subject: Ontario Government Announcement on COVID-19 Liability Protection Legislation

Ontario Soccer, in consultation with Canada Soccer and the Government of Ontario, continues to
monitor the most recent developments surrounding the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the
resulting public health crisis and Ontario Soccer’s Return to Play Plan.

The Government of Ontario has announced that the Supporting Ontario's Recovery Act, 2020, has
passed a third reading in the Legislature and will now receive Royal Assent. This Act will provide
liability protection for workers, volunteers and organizations that make an honest effort to follow
public health guidelines and laws relating to exposure to COVID-19. At the same time, it will
maintain the right of Ontarians to take legal action against those who willfully, or with gross
negligence, endanger others.

The Supporting Ontario's Recovery Act, 2020 will provide targeted protection for those who are making
an honest effort to follow public health guidelines and laws, including:

e Healthcare workers and institutions;

e Frontline workers who serve the public everywhere from grocery stores to restaurants and
retail stores;

e Businesses and their employees;

e Charities, non-profit organizations; and

e Coaches, volunteers and minor sports associations

This topic has been a top priority among amateur sports organizations in Ontario. Ontario Soccer has
been actively advocating for months, in front of various key decision making bodies, to protect all
levels of amateur sport who are following Return to Play Safety protocols during this global pandemic.

In order to ensure your organization is protected under the legislation, you must make certain that you
have safety protocols in place; all members are properly documented for contact tracing and are
registered. This means registering all participants within the Ontario Soccer Club & Academy Registry


https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-218#BK3
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(OSCAR). Failure to do so will put your organization at risk and could result in the removal of liability
protection under the Act.

Ontario Soccer has recently worked with the relevant Government Health and Sport authorities to
update our Return to Play Guide to reflect the government’s revised framework in relation to our three-
phase approach.

To ensure your protocols are up to date, Organizations are now required to review the updated Return
to Play Guide and Plan which contains the revised information for each Phase, designated by four
colours, to ensure their plan is up to date.

Ontario Soccer advises that all member organizations ensure they know which health unit they are
located in. Click here to find your Public Health Unit and click here to find what zone your Public
Health Unitis in.

Member organizations are encouraged to stay in contact with their local Public Health Unit and
Municipality in the event these organizations have implemented additional restrictions that may
impact their soccer operations.

How do | stay connected to Ontario Soccer?

For further information please refer to the latest bulletins on the COVID-19 Updates page, which has
all the latest information from Ontario Soccer, as well as resources for your members. Please
consider placing a dedicated link to the COVID-19 Updates on the homepage on your website.

If you have not subscribed to our weekly e-Newsletter, Subscribe to INSIDE THE 18. Follow us on
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.

If you have any questions, please contact Patty Forbes, Director, Administration.
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