GIRLS HOCKEY 
“SNAP SHOTS”
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Message from the MGHCA President,
As we move forward towards the 2019-2020 season, girls' high school hockey will build upon the momentum gained from last year's 25th season of sanctioned girls' high school hockey in Minnesota. High school programs from across the state recognized inaugural teams, honored individual players, and celebrated successes from the past 25 years. The MSHSL also recognized top players, teams, and coaches during the state hockey tournament in February. This year, the MGHCA welcomes over a dozen new head coaches to girls' high school hockey as the association continues to evolve collaboration efforts and camaraderie to show our players that while we are competitive, we also work together to continue to improve girls' hockey. There is great momentum in girls' high school hockey, and the 2019-2020 season promises to provide many more memorable moments. 
Best of wishes to all teams, 
Shawn Reid, MGHCA President

With summer ending and fall sports up and running, it only means one thing: Hockey season is not far behind! Coaches are busy finalizing their schedules, purchasing uniforms and supplies, reviewing practice plans and generally preparing for the season to start. A couple of items for coaches to be thinking about as they plan their fall schedules.
· The State of Hockey Fall Coaching Summit will take place on September 20-21 at the Roy Wilkins Auditorium in St Paul. This is our annual fall coaching clinic and general membership meeting for our coaches’ association. (The General Membership Meeting will take place on Saturday, September 21 with lunch provided to those in attendance.) We hope that you and your coaching staff are able to attend both the clinic and the meeting. The cost for the clinic is $150 per coach for the first two coaches from your program with the third and subsequent coaches only $75 each. This is a new pricing structure for the clinic to help conserve your program/team’s financial resources. The registration link can be found on the MGHCA website.
· The MGHCA will be sending out a survey that we need ALL head coaches to complete as quickly as possible. Essentially, we are asking coaches about revising the State Tournament quarter-final schedule so the Class AA schools would play on Wednesday and the Class A schools would play on Thursday. This change would provide financial respite for many of our out-state Class A teams attending the tournament. The semi-finals and finals would remain as they have been for the past few years with the back-to-back 3rd place and championship games. The rationale for the proposed change will be detailed in the email that will be sent out to all Head Coaches.
· The MGHCA has been busy during the summer months planning for the fall Premier Prep League. The league has been expended to 12 total teams (Eight 19U teams and 4 16U teams). The expansion of the league was done to facilitate a need to provide the younger high school players an opportunity to compete with other high school aged players. All of the teams are full with 240 players participating. One of the 16U teams will have the opportunity to advance to the USA Hockey Tier 2 National Tournament next spring. One of the 19U teams will also have that an opportunity to participate in that event. Last spring our 19U team earned 3rd place honors at the Tier 2 National Tournament.
· Also, on the schedule for this spring is the Senior Classic Tournament and U18 Festival. That event will be held at the Super Rink in Blaine, February 28, 29 and March 1st. Section GMs will be contacting coaches over the course of the season for nominations to both of these events. A total of 204 players will have the opportunity to compete for section bragging rights and a chance to represent Minnesota at the CCM High School National Invitational tournament next April.
Good luck to all teams this coming season. Please do not hesitate to contact any of the MGHCA staff if you have any questions regarding programs, awards, membership, etc.
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