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stock to rise.
“You want to nail the process by

having a great year, a great all­star
game and then doing well at the
NFL combine,” analyst Mel Kiper

said last week. “(If you do that),
you’re going to soar up the board,
and Mims did just that. I think be­
tween the 19th and 25th pick is a
great spot for him.”

Mims officially met with the
Broncos at the combine, where
the former Texas high school
state champion in the 200 meters
ran a 4.38­second 40­yard dash.
He also posted a position­best
time of 6.66 seconds in the three­
cone drill, and he could be a viable
option when it comes Denver’s
turn to select at No. 15 overall.
The Broncos are looking for a
plug­and­play complement to No.
1 wideout Courtland Sutton.

And even with all the recent
hype, Mims is aware of where he
needs to improve most.

“I feel I can do a better job tran­
sitioning out of my routes and
running my routes,” Mims said.
“That’s what I’m taking pride in
and getting better at."

Kyle Newman: 
knewman@denverpost.com or 
@KyleNewmanDP

Daingerfield, Texas, native’s abili­
ty to reel in contested catches. Per
Pro Football Focus, he led the na­
tion with 20 of those in 2019.

“(My coach and I) did a lot of
drills that had me get pushed
around while I still have to catch
the ball,” Mims said at the com­
bine. “We stayed late after prac­
tice, and I had to catch 100 con­
tested balls. And if I don’t catch
them, I’m going to be there all
night. If I drop one, we start over.
We just work on it every single
day. And it turns out I’m good at
it.”

A three­year starter for Baylor,
the 6­foot­3, 207­pound Mims ac­
cumulated 186 catches for 2,925
yards and 28 touchdowns during
his college career. Those stats had
him on many scouts’ watch lists,
but it was his performance at the
Senior Bowl and NFL combine
that caused the 22­year­old’s draft
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“My goal has always been to win
four state championships since
my freshman year,” Schalk said.
“It’s disappointing, because our
team was really talented this year
and we won our first league tour­
nament by quite a bit.”

She added: “I was really looking
forward to representing Holy
Family and possibly getting a
team state championship for the
school.”

The silver lining for both ath­
letes is the ability to train during

the pandemic.
“Looking out on the country­

side during my runs, you wouldn’t
even know what was happening,”
Sprout said. “It’s special to have
those moments where you can
disconnect from what’s happen­
ing, recenter yourself and take
some time to have a little bit of
peace.”

Kyle Fredrickson: 
kfredrickson@denverpost.com or 
@kylefredrickson 

considered a lock to defend his ti­
tles in the 1,600­ and 3,200­meter
races. Sprout also aimed to break
the nearly 40­year­old state re­
cord in the 1,600 (4:10.9) set by
Rich Martinez of Widefield in
1981.

“For the most part, they were
just time goals, but I definitely
wanted to make some impact on
the state level and help my team
win again,” said Sprout, Mile­
Split’s No. 2­ranked overall re­
cruit for the 2020 class. “It has
definitely been an incredible ex­
perience, and I’m super lucky to
have had the opportunity. I really
don’t think I would be here today
without coach (Greg) Copeland,
the team, and everybody I’ve met
who’s helped shape me and
helped me grow.”

Schalk entered her senior sea­
son at Holy Family with three in­
dividual state titles and was on the
verge of becoming Colorado’s
first four­time golf champion,
boys or girls. She now eagerly
waits for her next chance to play
competitively with national tour­
naments being cancelled as far
out as June.
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then he doesn’t pan out.”
GM John Elway’s tried love.

He’s tried tough love. He’s 
tried Mike Munchak. Bolles’ 
brain cramps abated in the 
season’s final third, but by 
then, most Broncos fans were 
ready to turn the page.

And with Ja’Wuan James’ 
temperamental left knee put­
ting security at right tackle in 
doubt — again — it’s Elway’s 
turn to pull the trigger.

Tristan Wirfs is a plug­and­
play Iowa lineman. Mekhi 
Becton is a 6­foot­7 man 
mountain. Jedrick Wills is a 
312­pounder who can move. 
When fate and a strong posi­
tion group combine to toss 
you a mulligan, a chance to 
paper over a drafting crack of 
your own design, you take it. 
Take it and move the heck on.

“It’s such a good offensive 
tackle class,” Gayle said. “They 
could go after an offensive line­
man later. But again, the good 
ones could be off the board.”

On a 5.0­8.0 scale, 
NFL.com’s scouts have grad­
ed 11 wide receivers out at 
6.35 or better in the 2020 draft 
pool — which means there 
are starters to be found in 
Round 2. Baylor’s Denzel 
Mims (6.33 grade) ran a 4.38 
in the 40. Notre Dame’s 
Chase Claypool (6.35) ran a 
4.42. Memphis’ Antonio Gib­
son (6.00) ran a 4.39.

You can mine for burners.
Bouncers, not so much. The 
site pegs only seven offensive 
line options with a 6.35 grade 
or above.

If Elway doesn’t finagle a 
way to nab at least one of 
them, it’s professional mal­
practice. Or a leap of faith 
that might wind up with 
somebody’s ankle getting 
broken.

Sean Keeler: 303­954­1516, 
skeeler@denverpost.com or 
@seankeeler 

But I think he’s going to be 
gone (by pick) No. 15.”

Drew Lock needs toys.
Drew Lock needs a body­

guard, too.
“I would encourage a tack­

le, because it’s been a need 
for them,” Gayle continued. 
“Garett Bolles has not panned 
out at left tackle. He’s not 
been the player they wanted.”

Unless, of course, what you
wanted was a migraine.

“The worst thing you can 
do with roster building,” Gay­
le said, “is to (stick with) a 
player who’s not getting to 
where you want them to be, 
just because you invested a 
lot in them.”

Especially given the returns.
According to the site NFLPen­
alties.com, only six players 
since Week 1 of the 2017 sea­
son have personally accounted 
for 13 percent or more of their 
team’s overall penalty count. 
And only one player in the 
NFL has managed to do it 
twice in the last three seasons: 
No. 72 — first as a rookie in 
2017 (13.3 percent of all Bron­
cos penalties, the third­highest 
rate in the league), then again 
last fall (15.3 percent, tops in 
the NFL).

“It’s the opposite of the 
Cardinals and (quarterback) 
Josh Rosen. Or what the Ra­
vens did with (tight end) 
Hayden Hurst,” Gayle said. 
“What’s impressive is the 
teams that are willing to 
swiftly recognize draft misses 
and try to recoup as much 
value as possible.

“For the longest time, Ga­
rett Bolles has simply not 
panned out. (The Broncos 
can’t) continue to throw re­
sources and say, ‘We drafted 
him in the first round,’ and 

KEELER
«FROM 1B

son at Valor with his first state
championship in March. “It’s not
only recognized by the schools
but the schools being proud of
their hockey program. I’m really
proud of not only our current kids
but the kids who helped build it
and had the faith a few years ago
to play for their schools.”

Colorado club hockey has tradi­
tionally been the only path to de­
velop players for the next level,
which in this sport is 20­under ju­
niors, then college or pro. But an
increasing number of Colorado
midget players (ages 15­18) are
ditching their high­priced tri­
ple­A club teams to play for their
schools — although triple­A con­
tinues to be the most successful

route to juniors.
Team Colorado’s 20­man roster

features just 10 seniors, with six
juniors and four sophomores.
Gwozdecky said only one player
declined acceptance to the team,
and that was because of a family
wedding.

Team Colorado had a three­day
evaluation camp in November
and the seven­member advisory
staff evaluated players through
the Colorado Prep Hockey
League (fall) and CHSAA (win­
ter) seasons.

 “Any one of those kids who
made this team, I’m very proud of
them because there were a lot of
players to choose from and each
one of these kids brought some­

thing special to this team,” said
Cherry Creek coach Jeff Miel­
nicki, one of Gwozdecky’s all­star
assistants. “Under George’s lead­
ership, I was just proud to be part
of the staff.”

Mielnicki added: “Colorado is
committed to high school hockey,
there’s no doubt. We’re progress­
ing very well. … That’s going to
continue to grow and our com­
mitment is to get our players the
most exposure — and this is the
one tournament that provides
that.”

“I expect it to be even more
competitive next year, because
kids are going to recognize that
this could perhaps change their
career trajectory,” Gwozdecky

said. “I would think the 10 return­
ing kids will have a great opportu­
nity to return next year, but
they’ll have to go through the
same selection camp­process and
perform through the fall season
and the winter season.” 

Mike Chambers: 
mchambers@denverpost.com or 
@mikechambers 

Fort Collins goalie Sam Simon, blocking a shot by Valor Christian’s Blake Rollison during the state 
championship game last month, is a member of 2020 Team Colorado. Andy Cross, Denver Post file

Mims file 
Age: 22
Position: WR
School: Baylor
Hometown: Daingerfield, 
Texas
H/W: 6­3/207
Stats: Had 186 catches for 
2,925 yards and 28 
touchdowns during his 
college career, including 
1,000­yard receiving seasons 
in 2017 and 2019. Led Baylor 
with eight touchdown 
receptions as a junior.
Fit for Broncos: Mims’ ability 
to catch jump balls makes 
him an ideal outside 
receiving threat opposite 
Courtland Sutton, who has 
that same ability.

COVID­19 ended giant opportunity 
By Mike Chambers  
The Denver Post 

The coronavirus pandemic put
a screeching halt to a glorious op­
portunity for Colorado high
school hockey this spring.

But organizers of 2020 Team
Colorado remain proud of the rel­
atively young squad they built and
excited to make their CCM Na­
tional Invitation Tournament de­
but next year.

Last fall, Colorado prep leaders,
led by Valor Christian coach
George Gwozdecky, accepted an
invitation to replace Massachu­
setts at the prestigious CCM NIT
in Plymouth, Minn. The 2020
tournament was to include Team
Colorado and seven teams from
four hockey­rich states: Minneso­
ta, Michigan, Wisconsin and
North Dakota.

The “A” group featured Minne­
s o t a
Seniors, North Dakota, Wisconsin
High­Performance 18­under and
Michigan High­Performance 18­
under. Colorado was in
the “B” group with Wisconsin Se­
niors, Michigan Seniors and Min­
nesota HP 18U. Three­game
group play was to begin April 30,
with the cross­bracketed playoffs
set to start May 3.

In previous years, Team Colo­
rado would travel to St. Louis and
play at America’s Showcase,
which is considered the junior
varsity compared to the CCM
NIT in Plymouth. The CCM NIT
is scouted annually by junior, col­
lege and NHL teams.

“(Colorado) high school hockey
has gotten so much better just in
the short time I’ve watched it.
There are more and more kids
who recognize high school hock­
ey as an opportunity to continue
to develop,” said Gwozdecky, the
former University of Denver
coach who finished his fourth sea­
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2020 Team Colorado 
Players in alphabetical 
order: Robbie Dembeck, F, 
Regis Jesuit, So. Nolan 
Devine, F, Fort Collins, Jr. Ty 
Doan, D, Heritage, So. Hunter
Fieweger, F, Cherry Creek, Sr. 
Austin Gipson, D, Pine Creek, 
Sr. Simon Herz, D, Chaparral, 
Sr. Trey Hirschfield, G, Valor 
Christian, Sr. Mason Hoehn, 
F, Valor Christian, Sr. Riley 
Hunt­Bahn, F, Cherry Creek, 
Jr. Ryan Kotz, F, Glenwood 
Springs, Sr. John Larchenko, 
F, Denver East, Sr. Tanner 
Marsh, C, Fort Collins, So. 
Jake McCall, D, Valor 
Christian, Jr. Jackson 
Mundell, F, Chaparral, Sr. 
Evan Pahos, F, Valor 
Christian, Jr. Nolan Sargent, 
D, Regis Jesuit, Sr. Sam 
Simon, G, Fort Collins, Jr. 
Marek Thompson, D, Fort 
Collins, So. Leighton Walsh, 
F, Regis Jesuit, Sr. Nolan 
Williamson, F, Fort Collins, Jr.
Coaching staff: George 
Gwozdecky (head), Valor 
Christian; Dan Woodley, 
Regis Jesuit; Jeff Mielnicki, 
Cherry Creek; Jeremy Sims, 
Heritage; Dylan Strom, Fort 
Collins; Terry Ott, Regis 
Jesuit; Ralph Bammert, 
CAHA.

Holy Family’s Hailey Schalk, shown as a junior, has won three 
consecutive state titles in golf. Jeremy Papasso, Daily Camera file

Garett Bolles led the NFL in a dubious category last season, 
with 15.3% of the Broncos’ penalties. Joe Amon, Denver Post file
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