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1. The Plaintiffs, JOHN DEAN (“Dean”), individually and in his capacity as a member 

of   USA WRESTLING NEW JERSEY, INC., ANTHONY ARROYO (“Arroyo”) and 

DIANA BARKMAN (“Barkman”) individually and in their capacities as members of 

the Board of USA WRESTLING NEW JERSEY, INC., and on behalf of USA 

WRESTLING NEW JERSEY, INC. complaining against the above-named defendants, 

allege as follows: 

     THE PARTIES 

 

2. The plaintiffs, JOHN DEAN, ANTHONY ARROYO and DIANA BARKMAN are 

individuals who are all members of USA WRESTLING NJ, INC. (“USAWNJ”).   

3. The defendants, JEFFREY DICKMAN (“Dickman”), NANCY ZUENA (“Zuena”), 

RICHARD PUERTO (“Puerto”), WILLIAM  TERRELL (“Terrell”), OMAR 

FELICIANO (“Feliciano”), CHRIS CURTIS (“Curtis”), RON FAZIO (“Fazio”), 

DAVID MAURO (“Mauro”), GARY BROWNELL (“Brownell”),  PETER DIBIASI 

(“DiBiasi”), JOANNA ROMAN (“Roman”), CHRIS TRESTON (“Treston”)  HARRY 

TURNER(“Turner”), ROB MORELLO (“Morello”) CRAIG MANNO (“Manno”) are 

individuals who, at all times mentioned in this Complaint were members of the 

governing body or otherwise fiduciaries of USAWNJ. 

INTRODUCTION 

 

4. This is an action for fraud, negligence and various breaches of fiduciary duty by the 

named defendants derived from their individual and concerted actions, omissions and 

knowing misrepresentations in their conduct of the business of USAWNJ. As set forth 

below, the named Board members have violated their public trust and breached their 

fiduciary duties to the members of USAWNJ by, among other things, failing to 
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implement sound accounting practices, resulting in USAWNJ’s failure to file tax 

returns from 2017 through 2021 and the consequent revocation of its non-profit status 

for more than one year, a year throughout which it unlawfully continued to solicit 

charitable contributions from the public.  

FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 

5. At least one defendant, Dickman, while he was state chairman of USAWNJ, knowingly 

and, upon information and belief, repeatedly misappropriated funds by accepting 

deposits, in amounts yet to be disclosed but not less than $17,000,00, intended for 

USAWNJ into his personal accounts by VENMO and PAYPAL and unquantifiable 

amounts of cash.  

6. The other named defendants tacitly approved of Dickman’s conduct and/or failed to 

report it; indeed, several of these members compromised “investigation” into 

Dickman’s conduct by maintaining. communication with him before, during and after 

a crucial meeting at which Dickman’s malfeasance was discussed. 

7. One member of the Board was subject to a claim of sexual misconduct by a New Jersey 

youth wrestling coach; at least three of the members knowingly, and in violation of 

New Jersey law, failed to report the allegation to appropriate law enforcement 

authorities.  The failure to have the claim properly referred to law enforcement allowed 

the accused Board member to maintain his position as a chairman on the board, which 

resulted in at least to two additional sexual misconduct claims being levied against the 

same Board member following a USAW sanctioned tournament in Fargo, ND in July 

of 2022. 
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8. Broadly speaking, the named defendants mismanaged the business of USAWNJ by 

patterns of gross negligence manifested in the conduct of business with utter disregard 

of the organization’s bylaws, which resulted in financial penalties being assessed for 

missing reporting deadlines, financial losses to the organization, unjust personal 

windfalls for some  of the defendants, the loss of membership rights and breaching the 

trust of the general membership, failure to enforce membership requirements for 

meetings, failure to accept fiduciary roles and failure to conduct elections in accordance 

with the publicly submitted guidelines.  The defendants circumvented normal channels 

of communication, using personal e-mail, in a conscious effort to conceal their 

unlawful and unethical behavior.  

9. The dysfunction of the Board, and the collective effort of the defendants to obfuscate 

their misconduct was manifested at its meeting of November 14, 2022. 

10. At that meeting, Arroyo presented a letter which set forth the grievances of the 

Plaintiffs; Arroyo eventually moved for a vote to suspend the defendants from the 

Board pending further investigation which was seconded and brought to vote by Diana 

Barkman. 

11. When Arroyo brought forth the grievances and provided evidence to the Board, he was 

subject to intimidation and the threat of physical violence by Terrell and others; and 

Zuena called for him to be removed from the meeting.  

12. Law Enforcement was required to restore order at the meeting and, on the strength of 

Zuena’s demonstrably false account of his conduct, Arroyo was permitted to return to 

the meeting to make a motion for suspension of the board members prior to the 

meeting’s adjournment. A Union Township Officer notified the entire board of the  
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forthcoming motion which had been discussed in the hallway between Arroyo, Terrell 

and law enforcement. 

13. When he returned to the meeting, Arroyo immediately reclaimed the floor and moved 

to suspend the defendants. Several of the defendants immediately began shouting him 

down and rushed to adjourn the meeting in an effort to avoid the vote. 

14. Diana Barkman seconded the motion, and a vote on Arroyo’s motion was made. Mr. 

Arroyo volunteered to leave the meeting but not before casting his vote in favor of 

suspension along with that of Mrs. Barkman. All other members abstained. 

15. By virtue of a quorum having been present, and a vote of 2-0 having been taken to 

suspend the defendants, the defendants are, pursuant to the plain language of the by-

laws of USAWNJ, suspended from the Board effective November 14, 2022. 

16.  Upon information and belief, some or all of the defendants, having been confronted 

with the plaintiff’s grievances, are in real time working to cover their tracks by 

conspiring to obscure or minimize the gravity and extent of their wrongdoing. 

17. USAWNJ is a corporation organized under New Jersey law and, at its inception, was  

qualified as a non-profit corporation pursuant to section 501(c) (3) of the IRS code.  

18. USAWNJ is engaged in the business of supporting and promoting amateur youth 

wrestling and assisting young wrestlers throughout the State of New Jersey.  

19. In furtherance of its mission, USAWNJ supports young amateur wrestlers by, among 

other things, organizing tournaments and providing funding to its members for travel 

and lodging costs, equipment, coaching, facilities, venues and security. 
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20.  The plaintiffs have come to discover a broad pattern of abuse, concealment, 

malfeasance, gross negligence and misrepresentation by the defendants, all of which 

insures to the detriment of the plaintiffs and to USAWNJ.  

21.  Among other things, as further specified below, the defendants have alternately 

engaged in theft, commingling of funds, failures to report allegations of sexual abuse 

of minors, conflicts of interest, failure to file tax returns and failure to provide a full 

accounting of the financial affairs of USAWNJ; defendants neglect of the financial 

affairs of USAWNJ even led to the revocation of its tax exempt status in January 

2021—a fact that was deliberately concealed from its members and the public even as 

solicitation of charitable contributions continued. Defendants have engaged in 

retaliatory conduct intended to  intimidate the plaintiffs and to  discourage  them from 

seeki 

22. Subsequent to the suspensions, Defendants have failed to cease representing USAWNJ 

and have engaged in conduct meant to defame and discredit the plaintiffs via a 

campaign of online misinformation and attacks that undermines the credibility and 

reputation of USAWNJ.  

JEFFREY DICKMAN 

23. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Dickman was a member of the Board. 

24. On or about January 6, 2022, at a meeting of the USAWNJ’s state governing body, and 

in response to an inquiry posed by a member prompted by the apparent failure to file 

IRS forms 990, Dickman averred that USAWNJ “had held its tax-exempt status” and 

that “[its] non-profit is not in jeopardy.” 
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25. In fact, at the very time he made that representation, Dickman knew or should have 

known that USAWNJ’s tax exempt status had been revoked since January 2021. 

26. Notwithstanding his knowledge that USAWNJ did not have tax exempt status, 

Dickman affirmatively misled the public by falsely claiming that USAWNJ maintained 

tax exempt status to solicit donations from January 2021 to July 2022. 

27. In fact, USAWNJ’s tax exempt status had been revoked as the result of Dickman’s 

failure to ensure that annual reports for New Jersey and IRS forms 990 were filed over 

the course of his tenure as chairman from 2017 to 2022. 

28. In addition to the foregoing misrepresentations, Dickman knowingly misappropriated 

funds belonging to USAWNJ by taking deposits into his personal VENMO account, 

his personal PAYPAL account, and failing to turn over unquantifiable amounts of  cash 

deposits in an appropriate time and fashion. 

29. To date, the Plaintiffs are aware of at least $13,980.00 belonging to USAWNJ that was 

unlawfully taken by Dickman, for which no accounting has been provided. 

30. In addition, Dickman has refused to return property belonging to USAWNJ that he 

appropriated for his personal use; namely, a MacBook computer that had been provided 

for USAWNJ’s business. 

31. Moreover, in May 2022, Dickman was aware of but failed to report the sexual 

misconduct of a sitting Board member to law enforcement as required by N.J.S. 

52:27G-7.1(f). 

32. Dickman failed to implement or recommend the implementation of Safe Sport 

guidance that would have limited DiBiasi’s access to minor athletes which resulted in 

multiple additional allegations of sexual misconduct against Mr. DiBiasi.  
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33. During his tenure, Dickman crafted and molded USAWNJ into an organization that 

protected his power, eliminated any challenges to his authority and facilitated his 

unethical/illegal financial conduct. USAWNJ failed to hold elections for 13 years, 

appointed and approved friends of the board to fill vacant positions, amended the 

bylaws to prohibit general membership voting, and permitted removal of any perceived 

threat on the board without cause; all to the detriment of USAWNJ. Most notably these 

individuals were instrumental in orchestrating the removal of women’s Chairwomen 

Lori Ayres and Chairman John Dean and the retaliatory suspension of Chairman Tony 

Arroyo and Secretary Diana Barkman. 

NANCY ZUENA 

34. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Zuena served as  the treasurer of USAWNJ. 

35. In her capacity as treasurer, Zuena had an enhanced duty to ascertain, record and 

disclose all relevant facts pertinent to the financial affairs of USAWNJ including, but 

not limited to, recording all accounts receivable and payable. 

36. Zuena was aware, or should have been aware, of irregular financial activity that 

occurred over the course of her tenure but alternately failed to investigate or report such 

activity for the benefit of USAWNJ. 

37. In fact, Zuena had more than once voiced her “suspicion” that the financial affairs of 

USAWNJ were amiss but failed to make any follow up inquiries of her own or to ask 

other Board members to do so. 

38. Upon information and belief, Zuena approved of Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ 

funds with his personal account and failed, in violation of her duty, to report the 

misappropriation. 
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39. At various times during her tenure, Zuena’s husband, son and daughter have provided 

paid security services to USAWNJ at various state and regional tournaments. 

40. USAWNJ was required by law to file 1099 forms for any vendors paid $600.00 or 

more. 

41. Zuena failed to file forms 1099 for the services provided by her husband or children, 

all of whom were paid more than $600.00 in any given year, illustrating the clear 

conflict of interest by which Zuena sought to enrich her husband and children at the 

expense of USAWNJ. 

42. Throughout the period 2017 through 2022, Zuena, failed or neglected to fulfill her duty 

to complete required IRS forms and annual report forms required by the State of New 

Jersey.  

43. Upon information and belief, Zuena actively conspired, with Dickman, to mislead the 

members of USAWNJ in connection with the revocation of its 501 (c) (3) status; Zuena 

knew, or should have known, that the status had been revoked but affirmatively led the 

members to believe otherwise. 

44. Zuena was instrumental in selecting the accounting firm obtained by USAWNJ to bring 

the financial reports of the organization current. During this process Zuena, failed to 

notify USAWNJ of her personal relationships with officers and relatives thereof the 

chosen accounting firm. Zuena readily admits and acknowledges a longstanding close 

personal relationship with Bob McArdle, a partner at the accounting firm, and his sister. 

Zuena and McArdle went on a shared vacation with each other in the Summer of 2022. 

45. Despite her relationship with the accounting firm, Zuena has maintained sole 

communication with Mr. McArdle and circumvented the use of USAWNJ email 
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servers in an effort to hide her conduct and the truth surrounding the financial status of 

the organization. 

46. Zuena failed to take her position on the board seriously and failed to conduct herself 

professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to the 

creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became emboldened 

to misuse and misappropriate fund; she prioritized the personal benefits and status she 

derived from being a board member over her fiduciary duty to act in the best interest 

of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

        WILLIAM TERRELL 

47.  From July 2019 to the present, Terrell has served as Vice Chairman and/or Chairman 

of USAWNJ. 

48.  In that capacity, Terrell had a fiduciary duty to maintain awareness of the 

organization’s financial affairs and to report any irregularities or wrongdoing. 

49. Terrell failed to approve and implement reporting systems to ensure compliance and 

maintain accurate financial records. 

50. Per Terrell’s conversation with Dean, he admitted that he was aware of the 

organizations lack of financial filings, stating, “as the minister of a church, even I know 

you have to file 990s every year,” or words to that effect. 

51. Terrell was aware of and at least tacitly approved of the commingling of USAWNJ and 

personal funds by Dickman.  

52. During his tenure, Terrell crafted and molded USAWNJ into an organization that 

protected his power, eliminated any challenges to his authority and facilitated his 

unethical/illegal financial conduct. USAWNJ failed to hold elections for 13 years, 
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appointed and approved friends of the board to fill vacant positions, amended the 

bylaws to prohibit general membership voting, and permitted removal of any perceived 

threat on the board without cause; all to the detriment of USAWNJ. Most notably these 

individuals were instrumental in orchestrating the removal of women’s Chairwomen 

Lori Ayres and Chairman John Dean and the retaliatory suspension of Chairman Tony 

Arroyo and Secretary Diana Barkman. 

RICHARD PUERTO 

53. From August 2019 Puerto has served as USAWNJ’s finance committee chairman 

and/or Scholastic Chairman. He is vice  president of a Bank and a FINRA certified 

financial professional; as such, he was admittedly familiar with financial compliance 

issues and had a heightened duty to act to ensure USAWNJ’s compliance with 

applicable  financial regulations. 

54. In his capacity as Chairman of the finance committee Puerto was specifically assigned 

the task of creating a four-member finance committee under his supervision to 

implement and maintain best accounting and reporting practices. 

55. Puerto did not form a finance committee, and, throughout his tenure, he failed to 

implement financial reporting systems to ensure the accuracy and transparency of 

USAWNJ’s finances resulting, among other things, in the revocation of USAWNJ’s 

501(c) (3) status. 

56. Most egregiously, while Puerto at various times vaguely expressed concern over 

“questionable accounting practices” he failed to bring those concerns to the attention 

of USAWNJ’s members and made no effort to follow up. 
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57. Coterminous with his membership on the Board of USAWNJ, Puerto was also the 

Director of Fair Lawn Youth Wrestling. 

58. Puerto failed to properly disclose his Directorship with Fair Lawn Youth Wrestling, 

when, as the person who selected the state tournament qualifying sites and their 

sequencing, he selected Fair Lawn Youth Wrestling to host the lucrative Last Chance 

qualifier, without regard to the interests of USAWNJ, resulting in a clear conflict of 

interest. 

59. In addition, upon information and belief, Puerto knew about Dickman’s commingling 

of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s personal accounts. Despite that knowledge, 

Puerto approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the members. 

60. Moreover, in May 2022, Puerto was aware of but failed to report the sexual misconduct 

of a sitting Board member to law enforcement as required by NJS 52:27G-7.1(f). 

61. Puerto failed to implement or recommend the implementation of Safe Sport guidance 

that would have limited Di Biasi’s access to minor athletes which resulted in 

additional allegations of sexual misconduct against DiBiasi.  

62.  Puerto interfered with the Women’s Council’s formation of a competition team for the 

Mason Dixon Duals on January 22nd 2023, resulting in USAWNJ being unable to field 

a team, thus further damaging the reputation of the organization.  

63. In response to this lawsuit, Puerto and members of the Scholastic Council unlawfully  

retaliated against Arroyo specifically by rescinding the State Qualifier to be held by 

Bordentown-Florence Youth Wrestling, an event offered to and accepted by Mr. 

Arroyo on behalf of the BFYW in September of 2022.  
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64. Significant steps had been taken by both parties to solidify the Bordentown site as an 

official qualifier, including advertisement of the event by USAWNJ, the procurement 

of the facility by Arroyo on behalf of BFYW, and the scheduling of countless 

volunteers. This move occurred after Mr. Arroyo reported legal concerns to the Union 

Township Police Department, NJ Division of Criminal Justice, the FBI and notified the 

board of his intent to sue. The public reporting of the event’s cancellation resulted in 

mass confusion to the wrestling community and those that attended the same qualifier 

in 2022. Mr. Arroyo has suffered public humiliation and damage to his reputation 

within the wrestling community. The loss of this event will result in financial losses of 

approximately $12,000.00 and countless losses from future events.  

65. During his tenure, Puerto crafted and molded USAWNJ into an organization that 

protected his power, eliminated any challenges to his authority and facilitated his 

unethical/illegal financial conduct. USAWNJ failed to hold elections for 13 years, 

appointed and approved friends of the board to fill vacant positions, amended the 

bylaws to prohibit general membership voting, and permitted removal of any 

perceived threat on the board without cause; all to the detriment of USAWNJ. 

66.  Most notably these individuals were instrumental in orchestrating the removal of 

women’s Chairwomen Lori Ayres and Chairman John Dean and the retaliatory 

suspensions of Chairman Tony Arroyo and Secretary Diana Barkman. 

OMAR FELICIANO 

67. At all times mentioned in this complaint, Feliciano was a member of the Board. 

68. Throughout his tenure, Feliciano was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 
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69. Feliciano knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

70. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Feliciano voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

71. Omar Feliciano interfered with the Women’s Council’s formation of a competition 

team for the Mason Dixon Duals on January 22nd 2023, resulting in USAWNJ being 

unable to field a team, thus further damaging the reputation of the organization. 

72. Feliciano failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

himself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 

emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits 

and status he derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the 

best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

JOHN WELCH 

73. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Welch was a member of the Board. 

74. Throughout his tenure, Welch was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

75. Welch knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

76. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Welch voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 
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77. In addition to the foregoing, Welch, despite his admitted knowledge that the tax-exempt 

status of USAWNJ had been revoked, actively encouraged it’s continued deception of 

the public by promoting the continued use of the invalidated tax ID number, addressing 

fellow Board Member Anthony Arroyo with the rhetorical question “who is really 

going to challenge if it’s presented to them.” In fact, Welch knowingly conveyed the 

invalid tax ID number to the same member of the Board, via e-mail dated September 

27, 2022. 

78. During his tenure, Welch crafted and molded USAWNJ into an organization that 

protected his power, eliminated any challenges to his authority and facilitated his 

unethical/illegal financial conduct. USAWNJ failed to hold elections for 13 years, 

appointed and approved friends of the board to fill vacant positions, amended the 

bylaws to prohibit general membership voting, and permitted removal of any 

perceived threat on the board without cause; all to the detriment of USAWNJ. Most 

notably these individuals were instrumental in orchestrating the removal of women’s 

Chairwomen Lori Ayres and Chairman John Dean and the retaliatory suspension of 

Chairman Tony Arroyo and Secretary Diana Barkman. 

CHRIS CURTIS 

79. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Curtis was a member of the Board. 

80. Throughout his tenure, Curtis was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

81. Curtis knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 
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82. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Curtis voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

83. Curtis failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct himself 

professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to the 

creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became emboldened 

to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits and status he 

derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the best interest 

of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

DAVID MAURO 

84. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Mauro was a member of the Board. 

85. Throughout his tenure, Mauro was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

86. Mauro knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

87. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Mauro voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

88. Mauro failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct himself 

professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to the 

creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became emboldened 

to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits and status he 

derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the best interest 

of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  
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RON FAZIO 

89. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Fazio was a member of the Board. 

90. Throughout his tenure, Fazio was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

91. Fazio knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

92. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Fazio voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

93. Mauro failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct himself 

professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to the 

creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became emboldened 

to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits and status he 

derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the best interest 

of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

GARY BROWNELL 

94. At all times mentioned in this Complaint until  July 2022, Brownell was a member of 

the Board. 

95. Throughout his tenure, Brownell was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

96. Brownell knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 
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97. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Brownell voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

98. their personal piggy bank. Brownell put the benefits and status of being a board member 

ahead of his fiduciary duty to act in the best interest of the organization, resulting in 

the current situation USAWNJ finds itself in.   

99. Brownell failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

himself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 

emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits 

and status he derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the 

best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

PETER DIBIASI 

100. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, until August 2, 2022, DiBiasi was a 

member of the Board. 

101. Throughout his tenure, DiBiasi was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies 

and failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting 

practices. 

102. DiBiasi knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

103. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the 

other Board members, Di Biasi voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 
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104. Di Biasi conspired and worked in concert with Dickman Puerto and Morello to 

deflect allegations of sexual misconduct against himself. 

105. Di Biasi retaliated against the complainant, Steven Jillard, by denying him a 

coach’s pass and floor access at the Fargo National Championships.  

106. Di Biasi failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

himself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 

emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits 

and status he derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the 

best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

JOANNA ROMAN 

107. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Roman was a member of the Board. 

108. Throughout her tenure, Roman was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies 

and failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting 

practices. 

109. Roman knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

110. Notwithstanding her knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the 

other Board members, Roman voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

111. Roman failed to take her position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

herself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 
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emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; she prioritized the personal benefits 

and status she derived from being a board member over her fiduciary duty to act in 

the best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the 

organization.  

CHRIS TRESTON 

112. Beginning  in February 2022, Treston was a member of the Board. 

113. Throughout his tenure, Treston was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies 

and failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting 

practices. 

114. Treston knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

115. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the 

other Board members, Treston voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

116. Treston failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

himself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 

emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits 

and status he derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the 

best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

HARRY TURNER 

117. At all times mentioned in this Complaint until September 2022, Turner was a 

member of the Board. 

 UNN-L-003416-22   01/26/2023 5:53:41 PM   Pg 20 of 27   Trans ID: LCV2023374835 



118. Throughout his tenure, Turner was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies 

and failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting 

practices. 

119. Turner knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

120. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the 

other Board members, Turner voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

121. Turner failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

himself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 

emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits 

and status he derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the 

best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

ROB MORELLO 

122. At all times mentioned in this complaint, Morello was the retained general counsel 

for USAWNJ.  

123. In his capacity as general counsel, Morello had a fiduciary duty to provide legal 

advice and act in the best interest of USAWNJ including but not limited to 

recommendations to abide by all state and federal regulations and reporting 

requirements to maintain non-profit status and to ensure compliance with state and 

federal laws regarding the reporting of allegations of sexual misconduct.  
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124. Morello was aware, or should have been aware, of the organization’s failure to file 

tax returns and appropriate financial reports to state and federal government agencies 

as far back as August 2019. In June of 2022, Morello also advised John Dean not to 

pursue a game of chance license because the organization did not have valid 501c3 

status at that time.  

125. During this time period, Morello alternately failed to provide adequate legal advice 

to prevent further non-compliance and loss of 501c3 status. 

126. In fact, had Morello provided such legal advice, the appropriate corrective action 

could have been taken by USAWNJ and allowed them to maintain their 501c3 status. 

127. Morello was aware of allegations of sexual misconduct made against former board 

member Peter DiBiase in May of 2022.  

128. Morello should have advised Richard Puerto and Jeff Dickman to file a report with 

law enforcement and Safe Sport, as well as to file his own mandatory reports to law 

enforcement and Safe Sport.  

129.  However, upon information and belief,  Morello investigated the claims on his 

own, never advised Puerto and Dickman of their legal and organizational obligations 

to report, and ultimately put the responsibility on the reporting person, a potential 

victim himself.  

130. Upon information and belief, Morello, together with Dickman and Puerto, tried to 

protect DiBiasi by failing to report the alleged abuses to  law enforcement, and thereby 

failed to protect the best interest of USAWNJ .  
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131. Morello failed to implement or recommend the implementation of Safe Sport 

guidance that would have limited DiBiasi’s access to minor athletes at Fargo, which 

contributed to additional allegations of sexual misconduct alleged against Mr. DiBiasi.  

132. Alternatively, by virtue of his knowledge of the company’s financial affairs and 

long-standing lapses in compliance with applicable law, and by virtue of his purported 

knowledge of the investigation into  DiBiasi’s sexual misconduct, Morello is a material 

fact witness in the within litigation. 

133. By purporting to represent USAWNJ in this action, Morello in engaged in a clear 

conflict of interest, thus depriving it of the effective assistance of counsel.  

CRAIG MANNO 

134. Beginning in February 2022,  Manno was a member of the Board. 

135. Together with defendants Puerto, Feliciano, Conroy and others, Manno conspired  

with the other defendants, contrary to the health and best interest of the organization, 

and created chaos and confusion within USAWNJ and the greater New Jersey 

wrestling community, regarding the VAC Duals and attempted to usurp the authority 

of the USAWNJ, resulting,  among other things, in the inability of USAWNJ to send 

a representative team to the Mason Dixon Dual and Maryland qualifier. 

136. Moreover, Mr. Manno’s ability to act in the best interest of USAWNJ has been 

compromised by his relationship with Mr. Dickman. 

137. Mr. Dickman was hired by Manno to  build an outdoor deck at Mr. Dickman’s 

personal residence during the same time period in which the missing funds were 

discovered.  
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138.  Manno has refused to provide any information about his compensation to Mr. 

Dickman. 

139.  There are significant concerns around where the funds for the deck came from, as 

Dickman, upon information and belief, remans in possession of the missing funds and 

Zuena has failed explain a poorly documented wire transfer during this same time 

period in the amount of $60,000 from USAWNJ to an unknown third party.   

140.  Manno became angry and agitated in response to inquiry concerning the 

financing of his project. Mr. Arroyo indicating he was unhappy about being asked 

about the finances regarding the construction of the deck.  

141. After the suspended board members were made aware of the pending litigation 

against them, Manno called the Plaintiffs in an effort to settle this matter. In his 

conversation, Manno acknowledged that Zuena and Terrell are responsible for the 

current predicament of USAWNJ and agreed they should be removed. 

142. Notwithstanding his expressed beliefs,  Manno continues to recognize their 

authority and cooperates with their actions causing continued damage to the 

organization, thus further ignoring his fiduciary duty to act. 

143. Craig Manno interfered with the Womens Council’s formation of a competition 

team for the Mason Dixon Duals on January 22nd 2023, resulting in USAWNJ being 

unable to field a team, thus further damaging the reputation of the organization. 

144. Manno failed to take his position on the board seriously and failed to conduct 

himself professionally in regard to official USAWNJ business, thus contributing  to 

the creation of an environment and company ethos in which others became 

emboldened to misuse and misappropriate funds; he prioritized the personal benefits 
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and status he derived from being a board member over his fiduciary duty to act in the 

best interest of the organization, resulting in continuing detriment to the organization.  

COUNT I  

(BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY AS TO ALL DEFENDANTS) 

145. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 144. 

146. By virtue of the foregoing, all of the named defendants stand in breach of their 

fiduciary duty to USAWNJ and its members. 

147. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ breach of fiduciary duty. 

COUNT II  

(FRAUD AS TO DEFENDANTS DICKMAN AND ZUENA) 

148. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 147. 

149. Dickman and Zuena knew that USAWNJ had lost its tax-exempt status as of 

January 2021, but knowingly mispresented that the tax exempt status remained intact. 

150. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ fraud. 

COUNT III 

(THEFT OF FUNDS BY DEFENDANT DICKMAN) 

151. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 150. 

152. Dickman knowingly misappropriated funds belonging to USAWNJ, and, despite 

repeated demand, has failed to account for them. 

153. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ theft and fraud. 
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  COUNT IV 

(NEGLIGENCE AS TO ALL DEFENDANTS) 

154. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 153. 

155. The defendants were negligent in their conduct concerning the affairs of USAWNJ. 

156. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ negligence. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment 

against the defendants jointly and severally as follows: 

A. Declaring that the defendants have been suspended from the Board, effective 

November 14, 2022, by virtue of the vote of the members at the meeting held on 

that date; 

B.  removing each of the above-named Defendants from the Board of Directors of 

USAWNJ; 

C. Compelling the defendants to provide a full and complete accounting, by an 

independent auditor, of all monies collected by USAWNJ or expended by 

USAWNJ from 2017 through the present date; 

D. Appointing a receiver for all funds collected by USAWNJ and directing that all 

funds now held by USAWNJ be transferred to an escrow account to be 

maintained by the Plaintiffs under the supervision of the receiver; 

E. Awarding the Plaintiffs reimbursement for all costs incurred as a result of the 

Defendant's breaches; and 

F. Awarding treble damages together with attorneys’ fees and costs of suit.  
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JURY DEMAND 

  Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury as to all issues. 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO RULE 4:5-1 

I hereby certify that the matter in controversy is not the subject of any other action pending 

in any court or of a pending arbitration proceeding, and no other action or arbitration proceeding 

is contemplated.  

 Further, I am, at present and subject to further investigation, unaware of any names of any 

non-parties who should otherwise be joined in this action pursuant to R.4:28 or who is subject to 

joinder pursuant to R.4:29-1(b) because of potential liability to any part on the basis of the same 

facts.  

MAITLIN, MAITLIN, GOODGOLD 

BRASS & BENNETT 

 

            

 ___________________________________ 

          Dean T. Bennett, Esq.  

 

 

January 26, 2023 
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