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1.0 – Purpose and Goals
The mission of Fauquier Youth Football (FYF) is to promote the sport of football throughout Fauquier County, Virginia, with a particular focus on pre–high school athletes. FYF is dedicated to teaching the fundamentals of football, fostering character development, and encouraging good sportsmanship. In support of this mission, FYF also sponsors cheerleading squads designed to instruct pre–high school participants in the fundamentals of cheerleading while promoting teamwork, discipline, and sportsmanship.
To achieve these objectives, FYF shall field as many football teams and cheerleading squads as deemed necessary by the organization.
Fauquier Youth Football is committed to maintaining a non-discrimination policy. Participation is open to all eligible players and cheerleaders regardless of race, gender, religion, or ethnic origin, and all participants shall be afforded equal opportunity under the rules and regulations established by FYF.
The purpose of this document is to outline the guidelines and policies governing the operational functions of Fauquier Youth Football. FYF reserves the right to modify or amend this document at any time, at the discretion of the Board of Directors, without prior notice.

2.0 Organizational Structure
2.1 Levels of Participation
Fauquier Youth Football (FYF) recognizes four levels of participation within the organization:
2.1.1 FYF Executive Board Member
An elected volunteer who agrees to perform specific duties on behalf of FYF while meeting all requirements of and complying with the FYF Bylaws. These positions include President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Football Director, Cheer Director.
2.1.2 FYF General Board Member
An adult volunteer who agrees to serve in one or more of the following capacities: Head Coach, assistant coach, team parent (“team mom”), or member of a committee chaired by an FYF Board Member.
2.1.3 League Participant
An individual assigned to a FYF football team and/or cheerleading squad.
2.1.4 Parent or legal guardian 
shall be defined as a biological parent, adoptive parent, court-appointed legal guardian, or an individual who has been granted legal custody of a participant by a court of competent jurisdiction. Such individuals must have the legal authority to make decisions on behalf of the participant and shall be responsible for the participant’s conduct, compliance with FYF rules and policies, and completion of all required registrations, waivers, and medical authorizations.
2.2 Governance and Rules
All FYF activities are governed by the Board of Directors and conducted in accordance with the Virginia High School League (VHSL) Football Rules and the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Cheerleading Rules, except as otherwise amended herein. Additional exceptions are detailed in the FYF Game Rules.
Any changes or new amendments to these rules must be approved by the FYF Board of Directors and shall become effective on the date designated by the Board. Notification of all amendments and changes will be communicated to all head coaches and the head referee as promptly as possible.


3.0 – Safety Guidelines
3.1 Commitment to Safety
The safety and well‑being of all FYF participants is the highest priority and will guide all decisions related to practices and games.
3.2 Coach Training Requirements
All football and cheerleading coaches must attend a preseason safety meeting conducted by the Football Director and Cheerleading Director. This meeting will provide detailed instruction on all safety guidelines and expectations.
3.3 Approved Cheerleading Stunts
Cheerleading squads may perform the following stunts only with proper training. Spotters are required for any stunt performed above shoulder level. Spotters should be cheerleaders; parents may supervise.
Approved stunts include:
· Chest stands
· Full extensions
· Moving bases (with proper spotting)
· Sweep and pop cradles
· Cupie (extension when feet are held together by base)
· Pyramids up to two levels high
· Twisting up into a stunt (twisting down is not permitted)
· Climbers may drop to two bases and sponge back up, but only at chest‑stand height
· Any additional stunt must receive prior approval from the Cheerleading Director
· Music must not contain foul language or sexually suggestive content
· Props may be used only if they do not create a safety hazard
3.4 Injury Reporting
All injuries occurring during practices or games must be reported to a Board Member within 48 hours.
3.5 Transportation
Parents or guardians are responsible for transporting players and cheerleaders to and from all FYF games, practices, and events.
3.6 Required Adult Presence
A parent, guardian, or designated caregiver must be present at every practice and game.

4.0 Sportsmanship and Conduct
4.1 Expectations for All Participants
All FYF members, including coaches, officials, parents, players, cheerleaders, and spectators—must always demonstrate good sportsmanship and appropriate conduct. The principles governing conduct and sportsmanship are outlined in all FYF application and registration materials, and acknowledgment of these standards is required.
4.2 Coach Responsibilities
Coaches are accountable for the behavior of their players, cheerleaders, and assistant coaches. Coaches must not encourage, permit, or incite inappropriate behavior from any event attendees.
4.3 Role of Game Officials
Game officials are responsible for enforcing all sportsmanship rules for both participants and spectators during FYF events.
4.4 Violations and Disciplinary Actions
Individuals who violate FYF sportsmanship and conduct standards may be removed from the event area and referred to the FYF Board of Directors for further review. In addition to any penalties issued by game officials, offenders may face additional sanctions or disciplinary actions as determined by the FYF Board of Directors.
5.0 Coaching Requirements
5.1 Application and Eligibility
All individuals seeking to serve as a Head Coach or Assistant Coach must submit an online application for review by the FYF Board of Directors. The Board serves as the approving authority for all coaching positions.
Eligibility Requirements
· 5.1.1 Head Football Coach and Head Cheerleading Coach applicants must be at least 21 years old.
· 5.1.2 Assistant Football and Assistant Cheerleading Coach applicants must be at least 18 years old.
· 5.1.3 Junior Assistant Coach applicants must be 15–18 years old.
· 5.1.4 All coaches must submit a new application each year. Returning Head Coaches must apply by the announced deadline to be considered for retaining their team. Reasonable effort will be made to notify returning Head Coaches prior to the deadline.
5.2 Appointment of Head Coaches
The FYF Board of Directors appoints all Head Coaches annually. No coach is guaranteed to retain a team from one season to the next. When multiple applicants request the same team, the Board will use the following priority order, pending approval of each individual:
1. Previous year’s Head Coach of that team
2. Previous year’s Assistant Coach of that team
3. Previous year’s Head Coach of another team in the same division
4. Previous year’s Assistant Coach of another team in the same division
5. Previous year’s Head Coach in another division
6. Previous year’s Assistant Coach in another division
7. Parent of a team member
8. Documented contributions to FYF (volunteer time and effort)
Head Coach Responsibilities
· 5.2.1 Responsible for the safety and conduct of players, cheerleaders, and coaching staff. Must assist game officials in maintaining order when requested.
· 5.2.2 Responsible for disciplining players and cheerleaders.
· 5.2.3 Must review team rules with parents, players, and cheerleaders as early as possible after team assignments.
· 5.2.4 May discipline individuals who violate team or league rules. Discipline must be reasonable and may include additional conditioning, extra practice, or declaring a participant ineligible for all or part of a single game.
· 5.2.5 Must submit written notification to the FYF Board of Directors regarding any ineligible player or cheerleader prior to a game.
· 5.2.6 Serious disciplinary issues must be referred to the FYF Board of Directors. Offenses subject to suspension include, but are not limited to:
1. Fighting
2. Use of profane or obscene language
3. Criticizing any team, coach, fan, or official verbally or through gestures
4. Physical or verbal abuse toward coaches, officials, players, or cheerleaders
5. Ejection from a game
6. Use of tobacco products
7. Use of alcohol or illicit drugs
8. Confrontational behavior toward officials
9. Verbal abuse of officials by coaches or spectators
· 5.2.7 Derogatory comments toward any game official, FYF Board member, player, or parent are strictly prohibited.
5.3 Selection of Assistant Coaches
The Head Coach, with the right of refusal, selects Assistant Coaches. All Assistant Coach applications must be submitted online and approved by the FYF Board of Directors.
Additional Requirements
· 5.3.1 The Football Director will review all Assistant Coach approvals and rejections.
· 5.3.2 A maximum of two coaches may be from outside the team’s school zone.
· 5.3.3 Assistant Coaches must first apply within their home district and be declined before applying outside their district (applies only when a player would be moved outside their home district).
· 5.3.4 Head Coaches select Junior Assistant Coaches (ages 15–18). Applications must be submitted online and approved by the FYF Board of Directors.
· 5.3.5 The Football Director will review approvals and rejections of Junior Assistant Coaches.
· 5.3.6 Junior Assistant Coaches may never be left alone with a team. They count toward the maximum number of Assistant Coaches permitted.
5.4 Number of Football Coaches
· 5.4.1 Each team must have at least three official football coaches.
· 5.4.2 Each team may have no more than six official football coaches.
5.5 Cheerleading Coaches
· A maximum of three cheerleading coaches is permitted per squad.
· 5.5.1 Cheerleading Coaches may not share information about opponents with football coaches or players.
· 5.5.2 Cheerleaders and their coaches must remain in the designated Cheerleaders Box.
· 5.5.3 Cheerleading squads must remain at least three yards from the sideline during games. Coaches must ensure cheerleaders move safely away from approaching plays.
5.6 Mandatory Training and Certification
All Head Coaches must attend the FYF mandatory coaching meeting and training session, which includes physical conditioning, safety, first aid, and game rule orientation. Football and cheerleading sessions will be held separately.
Training Requirements
· 5.6.1 All coaches must be certified by an organization approved by the FYF Board of Directors.
· 5.6.2 All coaches must attend an FYF‑sponsored coaches/officials’ clinic.
· 5.6.3 All cheerleading head coaches must attend cheer camp.
· 5.6.4 Failure to comply will result in the coach not being recognized as an official coach.
5.7 Coaching Contract
The coaching application outlines the coach’s contract and requires duties. This contract is binding, and failure to comply may result in disciplinary action as determined by the FYF Board of Directors. The Code of Conduct is included as part of the contract.
Contract Requirements
· 5.7.1 Coaches may not criticize the league, any team, coach, fan, or official game verbally or through gestures.
· 5.7.2 All coaching staff must wear identifiable team‑colored apparel (e.g., cap or jacket) to ensure they are easily recognized by game officials.
· 5.7.3 Only the Head Coach and approved coaching staff may enter the designated Coaches and Participant Box.
6.0 Registration and Team Assignment
6.1 Annual Registration
All individuals wishing to participate as a football player or cheerleader must register each year.
· 6.1.1 A completed registration form, and all associated fees must be submitted to both the Football Registrar and Cheer Registrar before team assignment or participation in any league activities.
· 6.1.2 Acceptance of the terms and conditions on the registration form constitutes parental or guardian approval.
6.2 Registration Fees
Annual participation fees will be established by the FYF Board of Directors.
· 6.2.1 The Board may approve partial or full fee waivers upon receipt of a written request from a parent or guardian.
· 6.2.2 Any participant with an outstanding balance must arrange full payment before equipment is issued.
6.3 Proof of Age
Proof of age must be presented at the time equipment is issued.
6.3.1 Acceptable Documentation
· Walker I.D. issued by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles
· Passport
· Government‑issued Military ID card
· Birth Certificate
6.4 Football Player Assignment
6.4.1 Division Assignment
Players are assigned to divisions based on their age as of August 1 of the current calendar year.
6.4.2 Age Divisions
· 7U: Ages 6–7 (5‑year‑olds may participate with an approved waiver)
· 9U: Ages 8–9
· 11U: Ages 10–11
· 13U: Ages 12–13
6.4.3 Weight‑Based Waiver for Placement
Parents may request placement in a younger division for safety reasons. Requests must include:
· A photo of the player
· Date of birth
· Weight
· Length of football experience
All waiver requests require FYF Board approval.
6.4.3 Player Team Assignment
Once a team reaches 20 assigned players, the roster is considered full. No additional players will be added until all teams reach the same number.
Team Assignment Rules
· 6.4.3a Participants are assigned to the team representing their high school zone based on legal permanent residence.
· 6.4.3b Participants not attending a Fauquier County school (home‑schooled or private school students) will be assigned based on geographic proximity to their residence.
· 6.4.3c Children of approved Head Coaches or Assistant Coaches will be assigned to their parent’s team.
· 6.4.3d A maximum of two (2) out‑of‑zone players may be assigned to a team based on their parent’s coaching role.
· 6.4.3e Out‑of‑county participants will be assigned at the discretion of the FYF Board of Directors.
· 6.4.3f Special circumstances may be appealed to the FYF Board by a parent or legal guardian.
· 6.4.3g The Registrar or Director will notify both the desired team’s coach and the currently assigned team’s coach when a special request is submitted.
6.5 Football Roster Limits
Each football team begins with a limit of 20 players.
· 6.5.1 The first 20 registrants in each zone will be assigned to that zone’s preseason roster.
· 6.5.2 Once all teams reach 20 players, additional registrants will be placed on a waiting list.
· 6.5.3 Vacancies will be offered to players on the waiting list in order of registration date.
· 6.5.4 All players on the waiting list will be assigned to a team, either in their home zone or another zone with available space. If a player declines the assignment, registration fees will be refunded.
6.6 Cheerleading Squad Assignment
· 6.6.1 Each cheer squad is initially limited to 15 cheerleaders.
· 6.6.2 Once a squad reaches 15 cheerleaders, additional registrants will be assigned to another squad within the same practice region or another zone, based on age and with parental approval.
· 6.6.3 If parental approval is not granted, the cheerleader will be placed on a waiting list until all squads in the division reach 15 participants.
· 6.6.4 Vacancies will be offered to individuals on the waiting list in order of registration date.
· 6.6.5 If a cheerleader declines her assignment, a refund will be issued minus an administrative fee.
· 6.6.6 Cheerleaders will be assigned to their home school zone’s preseason roster.
6.7 Participation in Other Programs
FYF participants may also play for other teams, including Middle School or Freshman teams, in addition to their FYF involvement.
7.0 Football Equipment
7.1 FYF‑Issued Equipment
FYF provides each football player with the following equipment:
· Helmet with face guard and chinstrap
· Shoulder pads
· One pair of game pants
· Game jersey
7.1.1 Player‑Provided Equipment
Each player is responsible for supplying the following items at their own expense:
· Mouthpiece that attaches to the helmet’s face guard
· Shoes with rubber cleats (cleats must be ½ inch or shorter, no metal cleats)
· Practice jersey of any color (clothing referencing drugs, racism, profanity, or violence is prohibited)
· Replacement of any FYF‑issued equipment lost or damaged due to neglect
· Optional personal equipment (helmets, shoulder pads, etc.) may be used except for game jerseys and pants. Personal equipment must meet or exceed FYF safety standards and must be approved by the FYF Board of Directors.
7.1.2 Optional Additional Equipment
Players may choose to wear the following items at their own expense:
· Game socks
· Football gloves (e.g., receiver gloves)
· Elbow, arm, or hand pads (soft padding only)
· Neck collars
· Eye black (grease or sticker; one line under each eye only)
· Rib and back pads
· Removable helmet stickers
· Clear face shields only
7.1.3 Prohibited Equipment
Players may not wear:
· Tinted face shields
· Headwear under the helmet (bandannas, skull caps, etc.)
7.2 Football Uniform Guidelines
· 7.2.1 Game uniforms may not be worn to practice except for:
· FYF‑scheduled team picture days
· Preseason scrimmages
· 7.2.2 Game jersey numbers are assigned by an FYF representative and may not be exchanged without FYF approval.
· 7.2.3 Coaches must ensure each player is properly equipped, including mouthpieces—before allowing participation in any practice or game.
· 7.2.4 Per Virginia High School Football Rules, game jerseys must be tucked into game pants.
· 7.2.5 Players are responsible for keeping their uniforms clean. Pants and jerseys should be washed in warm or cold water with mild detergent and no bleach. Uniforms must be drip‑dried; machine drying may damage equipment.
7.3 Football Coaches’ Equipment
7.3.1 Issued to Head Coaches
Before summer practice begins, each Head Coach will receive:
· One football appropriate for the team’s age level
· Youth kickoff‑style kicking tee
· First aid kit
· Five spare mouthpieces for emergency use
· Assorted buckles, snaps, and ear pads for basic equipment repairs
7.3.2 Equipment Return
Coaches must return the coach bag, all issued footballs, and any unused or unissued repair equipment at the end of the season.
7.4 Football Equipment Issue
· 7.4.1 The FYF Board of Directors will designate equipment‑issue locations and schedule dates prior to the start of summer practice.
· 7.4.2 Additional equipment‑issue dates will be offered during summer practice for late registrants or players needing refitting.
· 7.4.3 Game jerseys will be issued under FYF direction before Opening Day.
· 7.4.4 FYF will make reasonable efforts to properly equip every player. If FYF cannot accommodate a player due to size or other physical considerations, the player must supply their own equipment.
· 7.4.5 Each helmet and set of shoulder pads will be tagged with a unique identification code, recorded by FYF, and matched to the assigned player to ensure proper return.
7.5 Football Equipment Return
· 7.5.1 The FYF Board of Directors will designate equipment‑return locations and schedule dates prior to the final game of the season.
· 7.5.2 All FYF equipment must be returned in good condition. Any equipment returned after the designated date must be washed and dried; otherwise, the player will be billed for cleaning.
· 7.5.3 Players who fail to return FYF equipment will be billed the full replacement cost.
8.0 Football Practice
8.1 Practice Start and Location
The FYF Board will designate the official start date for summer practice and assign each team a practice site.
· 8.1.1 No team gatherings for physical evaluation or football‑related information may occur before the official FYF practice start date.
· 8.1.2 Practices must be held at the FYF‑assigned site unless prior approval is granted to relocate.
8.2 Practice Limits and Restrictions
· 8.2.1 Before the first game or public-school opening (whichever comes first), teams may practice up to four days per week.
· 8.2.2 Once public school is in session, practices are limited to three days per week.
· 8.2.3 Each practice session may last no more than two hours.
· 8.2.4 Sunday practices are prohibited.
8.3 Practice Schedule Submission
Head Coaches must submit a full practice schedule to the Football Director, including dates, start and end times, and practice locations.
8.4 Weather Conditions
· 8.4.1 Practices may not be held under unsafe conditions (extreme heat, lightning, heavy rain, darkness, etc.).
· 8.4.2 If lightning is observed or other unsafe conditions arise, practice must stop immediately and players must move to a secure location. Parental custody is considered safe.
· 8.4.3 Practice may resume after 30 minutes if conditions improve.
· 8.4.4 If unsafe conditions return, practice must end for the day.
· 8.4.5 FYF reserves the right to cancel practices if unsafe weather is anticipated.
8.5 Use of Artificial Light
Practicing under artificial lighting is prohibited during the regular season. Post‑season use requires FYF approval.
8.6 Physical Contact and Conditioning
· 8.6.1 A player’s first practice must be non‑contact (shorts and T‑shirt only).
· 8.6.2 A player’s second practice is limited to helmets and shoulder pads (“uppers”), with no contact.
· 8.6.3 Players may not participate in contact drills or scrimmages until they complete both non‑contact practices.
· 8.6.4 Players must complete four total practices (two non‑contact + two full‑contact) before participating in a game.
· 8.6.5 Coaches must ensure all players understand safe tackling and blocking fundamentals before contact begins, with extra diligence for first‑time players.
· 8.6.6 Coaches should avoid size mismatches during contact drills whenever possible.
8.7 Scrimmages
· 8.7.1 Scrimmages against non‑FYF teams require prior FYF Board approval.
· 8.7.2 Teams may not scrimmage FYF teams outside their age division.
· 8.7.3 No more than two scrimmages per week may be scheduled.
· 8.7.4 Only one in‑season scrimmage per week is permitted.
· 8.7.5 Sunday scrimmages are prohibited.
· 8.7.6 The host team must secure field permission and arrange referees (optional).
8.8 Pregame Practice
Pregame warmups are limited to one hour.
8.9 Practice Guidelines
· 8.9.1 Practices should be instructional and enjoyable for all players.
· 8.9.2 Only FYF‑approved Assistant Coaches may have physical contact with players.
· 8.9.3 Punishment drills and mass disciplinary actions are discouraged. Discipline should be handled individually.
· 8.9.4 Coaches are encouraged to meet with players and parents after practice to review upcoming schedules.
· 8.9.5 Coaches must be familiar with FYF (Apple Valley) and Virginia High School Football Rules.
· 8.9.6 Unsportsmanlike conduct should be addressed immediately during practice.
9.0 Games
9.1 Governing Rules
All FYF games follow the current Virginia High School Football Rules, except where modified by FYF Apple Valley Game Rules.
9.2 Game Locations and Scheduling
· 9.2.1 The regular season schedule will be posted on the FYF website as early as possible.
· 9.2.2 Postponements and rescheduling are at the discretion of the FYF Board and Apple Valley Group.
· 9.2.3 FYF will post cancellations or postponements online as soon as possible.
· 9.2.4 Suspended games will resume at the discretion of FYF and Apple Valley.
· 9.2.5 Forfeited games are recorded as a 2–0 win for the non‑forfeiting team.
9.3 Field Layout
Games are played on a regulation 100‑yard field with standard markings.
· 9.3.1 A coach’s box will be marked; coaches and players must remain inside it.
· 9.3.2 Fans must remain at least five yards from the sideline and end lines.
9.4 Team Captains
Coaches must designate at least one captain for each game to participate in the coin toss and related meetings.
9.6 Electronic Devices
Coaches and players may not use cell phones, radios, or electronic communication devices during games.
9.7 In‑Game Video Review
Reviewing videos, photos, or visual aids during a game or halftime is prohibited.
10.0 Cheerleading
10.1 FYF‑Issued Equipment
· Pompoms
· Bow
10.1.1 Cheerleader‑Provided Equipment
· Uniform shell
· Uniform skirt
· Briefs
· Socks
· Tennis shoes
10.2 Cheerleading Uniform Guidelines
· 10.2.1 Game uniforms may not be worn to practice except for FYF picture day or preseason scrimmages.
· 10.2.2 Coaches must ensure cheerleaders are properly attired before participating.
· 10.2.3 Uniforms must be washed in cold water with no bleach and drip‑dried.
10.3 Cheerleading Practice
· 10.3.1 FYF will designate practice start dates and locations.
· 10.3.2 Practices must be held at the assigned site unless permission is granted to relocate.
10.4 Practice Limits and Restrictions
· 10.4.1 Up to four practices per week before school starts; three per week once school begins.
· 10.4.2 Sunday practices are prohibited.
· 10.4.3 Coaches must submit practice schedules to the Cheerleading Director.
· 10.4.4 Only FYF‑approved coaches may conduct practices.
10.5 Practice Guidelines
· 10.5.1 Practices should be instructional and enjoyable.
· 10.5.2 Only FYF‑approved Assistant Coaches may have physical contact with cheerleaders.
· 10.5.3 Punishment drills and mass discipline are discouraged.
· 10.5.4 Coaches are encouraged to meet with cheerleaders and parents after practice.
· 10.5.5 Coaches must be familiar with FYF rules.
· 10.5.6 Unsportsmanlike conduct should be addressed immediately.
· 10.5.7 All cheers, chants, and routines must be clean and sportsmanlike.
10.6 Weather Conditions
Rules mirror football and weather safety:
· No practice in unsafe conditions
· Immediate suspension if lightning is seen
· 30‑minute wait before resuming
· Practice ends if unsafe conditions return
· FYF may cancel practices for safety
10.7 Games
· 10.7.1 FYF will designate game locations and schedules.
· 10.7.2 Schedules will be posted online as early as possible.
· 10.7.3 Postponements and rescheduling follow FYF and Apple Valley discretion.
· 10.7.4 Cancellations will be posted online promptly.
· 10.7.5 Coaches should arrive 30 minutes early for warm‑ups.
· 10.7.6 Each squad must prepare a two‑minute halftime routine; the home team performs first.
10.8 Stunting
· 10.8.1 Stunting is permitted at practices, games, and FYF events.
· 10.8.2 Stunts may not exceed a full extension.
· 10.8.3 Cheerleaders may twist up but not twist down.
· 10.8.4 Bases must maintain contact with flyers.
· 10.8.5 Unapproved stunts require review by the Cheerleading Director or Assistant Director.
11.0 Post Season
11.1 Standings
FYF will maintain and post win‑loss records for all teams.
11.2 Division Champions
Teams with the best record in each division are named Division Champions and receive the top playoff seed.
11.2.1 Tie‑Breakers
1. Head‑to‑head record
2. Defensive points allowed
3. Coin toss
11.3 Playoff Structure
Two playoff rounds will be held; the number of qualifying teams depends on division size.
11.4 Semifinals
Top seed plays lowest seed; second and third seeds play each other.
11.5 Championship
Semifinal winners compete for their division championship.
11.6 Rules
Post‑season games follow Section 9 procedures.
12.0 Game Officials (Referees)
12.1 Contracted Officials
FYF contracts with an officials’ organization for game officiating.
12.2 Rule Enforcement
Officials enforce all Apple Valley Game Rules; Virginia High School Rules apply where FYF rules are silent.
· 12.2.1 An Executive Committee will meet with officials to review rules and expectations.
12.3–12.4 Authority of Officials
Officials control the game from start to finish and must not be interfered with.
· 12.4.1 A pregame ground‑rules meeting will be held with both Head Coaches.
12.5 Crew Assignments
The Officials Coordinator assigns officiating crews.
12.6–12.7 Eligibility Restrictions
· Parents of FYF players may not officiate in their child’s division.
· FYF Coaches may not serve as officials, and officials may not coach.
12.8 Sideline Markers
· 12.8.1 Chains and markers are placed on the home sideline.
· 12.8.2 Home teams must provide three adult volunteers for the chain crew.
· 12.8.3 Chain crew members must remain neutral.
12.9 Electronic Devices
Chain crew members may not use communication devices during games except in emergencies.
13.0 Formal Complaint Procedures
13.1 Filing a Complaint
All FYF members, participants, and parents may file a formal written complaint.
13.2 Requirements
Complaints must:
· Be written or emailed
· Include specific details (names, dates, etc.)
· Include the complainant’s name
· 13.2.1 Complaints should be filed within 48 hours of the incident.
13.3 Submission
Complaints must be sent to fauquieryouthfootball@gmail.com
· 13.3.1 The Commissioner will acknowledge receipt in writing.
· 13.3.2 Complainant identity remains confidential unless it becomes public independently.
· 13.3.3 The Commissioner will report findings and recommendations to the Board.
13.4 Appeals
Individuals disciplined may appeal within 48 hours of notification.
· 13.4.1 The Board will review and issue a final ruling.
13.5 Finality
All Board decisions are final.
14.0 Disciplinary Procedures
All FYF members must follow the FYF Code of Conduct. Violations may result in removal from the area and additional Board‑determined sanctions.
15.0 Fundraising and Special Events
All fundraising and special events are coordinated by FYF. Individual team fundraising is prohibited.
16.0 Refund Policy
FYF maintains a non-refund policy, except for:
· 16.1.1 Season‑ending injury before Opening Day (doctor’s statement required)
· 16.1.2 Family relocation before Opening Day (proof required)
· 16.1.3 Participant is wait‑listed and cannot accept a team assignment and has not practiced
16.2 Refund Conditions
All issued equipment must be returned before a refund is processed. A $75 administrative fee applies.
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