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MAHA LEGAL REPORT – WINTER MEETING 2022 
 

There is no pending legal proceeding against MAHA as of this date.  We have responded as 
necessary to any issue that has either involved legal counsel or where a parent/participant 
threatened legal action.   

There was a lawsuit pending involving one local program and a former coach that was dismissed 
in the past 90 days.  We assisted the volunteer identified as a party in securing competent legal 
counsel and working with the insurance carrier to facilitate coverage.  It is our understanding that 
the insurance carrier did pay the defense costs related to this volunteer. 

COVID-19 related issues continue to be a point of emphasis.  We continue to assist the MAHA 
Executive Committee with COVID-19 related issues/government guidelines and expect that 
MAHA will address COVID-19 issues throughout the 2021-2022 season and beyond. 

Safe Sport issues/complaints remain an issue to address at the local levels.  MAHA and other 
affiliates continue to receive complaints that require mandatory reporting by volunteers/coaches.  
Some of these complaints involve conduct occurring many years ago, and we need to emphasize 
the need to report any inappropriate conduct to MAHA/USA Hockey so the conduct can be 
investigated accordingly.   

The USOPC will be conducting audits of the national governing bodies and we will continue to 
educate MAHA officials as to how to properly handle all complaints and report as required by 
federal law. The US Center for SafeSport (“Center”) and USA Hockey.  If there is any doubt about 
reporting responsibilities, please contact George, Jason or me immediately.  It is important that 
MAHA report any required matters to the Center and handle other issues that are not within the 
jurisdiction of the Center appropriately. 

USA Hockey will consider certain governance changes and amendments to Bylaw 10 (dispute 
resolution procedures).  We will monitor these changes and make sure the necessary information 
is communicated to the District Chairs/Directors and local association representatives to conform 
practices to the amendments. 

I continue to serve on the USA Hockey Legal Council and look forward to continuing to positively 
contribute and bring our MAHA experiences to USA Hockey, and vice versa.  I have served on 
several sub-committees and was recently asked to serve on a sub-committee to discuss the creation 
of a document addressing recommended punishments/sanctions in certain disciplinary 
proceedings. 

In the event anyone needs to contact me, I can be reached directly at sstapleton@clarkhill.com or 
616-608-1145. 


