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2020 HALL OF FAME INDUCTIONS

FEBRUARY 8, 2020
COACHES AWARDS PROGRAM 

DAN BAYREUTHER - FORT ATKINSON & JANESVILLE CRAIG
JOEL CLAASSEN - MILWAUKEE PIUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

GARY HAUS - RICE LAKE HIGH SCHOOL
JIM “LOUIE” LAWINGER - HAMILTON SUSSEX & PLATTEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

JOHN PETERSON - WIAA MASTER UMPIRE, MADISON



WFSCA Hall of Fame Inductees:
Jerry Cognetta –  Elmwood           
Ken Franke – Kewaskum, Mayville & Dodgeland
Dale Gray –   Wisconsin Dells
Jim Kivisto –   Hurley
Sandy Waltzner –  Antigo

Class of 2019

Don Bjelland –   Grantsburg
Tom Drohner –   Stevens Point
Doug Mock –    Oakfield
Cindy Suess –    Oshkosh, UW-Oshkosh & Verona

Class of 2018
Denny Coppernoll –    River Valley 
Tim Hering –    Whitewater  
Jeff Setz –   New Berlin Eisenhower

Class of 2017 

 

Dave Keel –   Homestead 
Roger Schliewe –    Horicon
Jim Wickert –   McFarland & Madison College

Class of 2016

 

Tim Pederson –    Amherst
Bob Sulser –   Madison Memorial, Beloit
Turner & Madison Edgewood 
Marv Youngbeck –    Mayville

Class of 2015

John Schroeder –   Beloit Memorial
Glenda Smith –   Tigerton
Don Vruwink –  Milton

Class of 2014

 

Dale Buvid –   Monroe
Paul Olson –   Fort Atkinson
Jim Turner –    Altoona

Class of 2013

 

Kris Allison –  Westosha Central
Mike Regner –   LaCrosse Central
Del Schneeberger –   Johnson Creek &
Fort Atkinson

Class of 2012

 

Jim Haines –  Pepin
Steve Ryan –  Waunakee
Steve Schmikla –  McFarland
Diane Yager –  DC Everest & Seneca

Class of 2011

 

Greg Lampe –   Oak Creek
Bob LeCaptain –   Denmark & Green Bay West
Phillip Adam –  Ashwaubenon
David and Mary Lou Jones –   Platteville
Pete Kopplin –  Marshfield
Darrell Laschen –   Loyal
Debbie Malueg –   Marion

Class of 2010
Tory Acheson –  Whitnall, UW-Parkside &
Tennessee Tech 
John Malin –  Kimberly
Russell Shaub –   Middleton
Bob Tomlinson –   Poynette
Rod Wilterdink –  Cedarburg

Class of 2009

 



JOEL CLAASSEN – MILWAUKEE PIUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Presented by: Pete Yaeger (Assistant coach)

Joel Claassen has coached his entire career at Milwaukee Pius XI Catholic high school. In 27 years as
the head coach his overall record is 458-157. His teams have won 12 Conference Championships, 8
State Appearances, and won 4 State Championships. Joel married Jean Davis in 1980 and they have
two sons, Curtis and Nathan.

DAN BAYREUTHER – FORT ATKINSON AND JANESVILLE CRAIG
Presented by: Haley Sarow (Daughter), Paul Olson, and Nicole Zellmer (Assistant Coaches)

Dan Bayreuther coached varsity softball for 28 years at Fort Atkinson and Janesville Craig. He coached
in 623 games with a record of 394-229. Out of the 28 seasons, 24 of them had winning records. His
teams won 6 Conference Championships, 9 Regional Championships and 1 Sectional Championship.
He coached 55 1st team All-Conference Players and 8 All State Players. Twelve of his players played in
the WFSCA All Star Game.  Dan coached in the All-Star Game in 2012 and 2017. Dan is married to his
wife Debbie. They have 2 children, Zach (Liz) and Haley Sarow (Joe).  They have one grandson (Baker).

GARY HAUS – RICE LAKE HIGH SCHOOL
Presented by: Kortney Anderson and Haley Fara (daughters)

Gary coached varsity softball for 16 years at Rice Lake High School. He had 271 wins, 140 losses, 14
regional championships, 12 sectional finals, 5 sectional championships, 5 state appearances, 2010
State Runner-Up, 2004 State Championship, 2 conference championships and 7 conference runner-
ups. Gary has 3 daughters: Lindsay (& Tim) Berkseth, Kortney (& Kyle) Anderson and Haley (& Luke)
Fara. He has five grandchildren: Evelyn & Grayson Berkseth, Kennedy & Hudson Anderson, and Carter
Fara.

JIM “LOUIE” LAWINGER – HAMILTON SUSSEX AND PLATTEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Presented by: Tom Schuldt

Jim “Louie”  Lawinger coached varsity softball for 37 years at Hamilton Sussex (35)and Platteville (2).
He coached in 717 games with a record of 424 - 292. His teams won 9 Conference Championships, 15
Regional Championships and 8 Sectional Championships. Hamilton Sussex advanced to the State
Tournament 8 times. Jim is married to his wife Donna, since 1970, and they have one son Jess (Jessica)
and one daughter Jaime Chmielewski (Jon) five grandchildren Jacob, Joshua, Rowan, Miller and Evelyn.

THE WFSCA WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE 2020 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE CLASS:

Presented by: Cindy Suess
John Peterson began his officiating career in 1976 working baseball. The next year he began
officiating softball with the Madison Recreation Department and picked up some softball games with
high schools that year. John worked his first WIAA State Tournament in 1987. That was followed up in
1988, 1990, 1995, 1998, 2001, 2002, and 2005.  John also worked ASA National tournaments in 1988,
1995, 1998, 2002, 2008 as well as many ASA State Tournaments. In 1990, John worked his first ISC
World Tournament and followed that with World Tournaments in 1993, 1994, 1996, 1998 and 2003.
The Big Ten accepted John to umpire the UW Badger Softball games from 1996 to 2013 and during
that time traveled to other Big Ten schools. He also worked in the Missouri Valley, Horizon, WIAC,
NAC, CCIW and Midwest conferences. John worked a NCAA Division II Regional in 2005 and a Division
III Regional in 2008. Over the years, John has also officiated Volleyball, Baseball, Basketball and
Soccer. Since 1995 John has presented NFHS Rule changes to umpires and coaches. He served on the
NFHS Rules Committee from 2012 to 2016. He is currently working as an Umpire Liaison at the WIAA
State Softball Tournament at Goodman Diamond in Madison. John is married to Elaine Peterson (49
years this February) and they have two daughters, Cecelia and Christopher Thompson and Angela
and Erik Otterson. Both Cecelia and Angela have three children. John is very grateful to his family for
the time he has been away from home during his officiating career.

JOHN PETERSON – WIAA MASTER UMPIRE, MADISON
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2020 Important Upcoming Dates 

 
Brad Ceranski –  Fall Creek 

Cindys Suess –  Horicon

Tammy Rademacher –  Waunakee

Jane Briehl –  River Valley

Greg Lampe –   Oak Creek

Dave Bjorge (1 Small) –   Arcadia

Tom Drohner (1 Large) –   Stevens Point 

Sue Stoltenberg (2 Small) –   Wausaukee

Melinda Hull (2 Large) –  New London

Jeff Hodgson (3 Small) –   Belmont

Jamie Olson (3 Large) –  Sun Prairie

Scott Ritzema (4 Small) –  Laconia 

John Ruffolo (1 Large) –   Kenosha Bradford

Jeff Agnew –  Fort Atkinson 

Tim Whitford –   Winneconne

Jared Faherty –  Chippewa Falls

 

 

 
WIAA Softball Season Starts

WIAA Earliest Game

WFSCA All Star Nominations due 

WIAA D2 –  D5 Regionals

WIAA D1 Regionals

WIAA Sectionals

WIAA State Tournament

WFSCA All District/State due

WFSCA All Star Banquet

WFSCA All Star Games

WFSCA Academic All State due

WFSCA Coaches Awards due

WFSCA Hall of Fame Nominations due


