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COACH’S CORNER

Dear Pinnacle Family,

Welcome to the 2023 Pinnacle Football season! This will be my 21st year as head coach, and I 
couldn’t be more excited about this upcoming year! After our state championship run last year, our 
players are more motivated than ever. We have had an incredible off-season, with leaders emerging 
in every class, and we have had incredible buy-in. This is reflected in the strength gains made in our 
weightroom. We have one of the strongest teams ever, and we believe it will show up on the field.

I believe that football is the greatest sport in the world, as it teaches us many life lessons. Football is 
a mirror of life. There are triumphs, failures, great struggles, and perhaps most of all, there is
adversity. Success is obtained through a mixture of talent, hard work, and heart. It is through the 
lessons learned on the field that aid us off the field every day in our personal lives. That is why I 
believe the purpose of participating in football is to develop young men into successful, responsible 
human beings. Ten years ago we embraced the CHARACTER MATTERS CURRICULUM, which is our 
character playbook. This year’s theme is CONQUER WITHIN. We want to develop the “inside stuff” 
that will not only carry us on the field but also in life.

Our core values are simple: 1. Do what’s right 2. Do your best 3. Show that you care. We have spent a
lot of time discussing the importance of defending our core values EVERY DAY. We believe if we 
defend these values fiercely, we will not only win on the field but also in life. #DEFENDTHECORE We 
also believe that every player is not only accountable to his coaches, but also to every other player. 
We want to create a team culture that emphasizes WE over ME.

Every year we try to make the Pinnacle Football Program one of the best in the state. We are excited 
to have a brand new synthetic turf field with updated colors, logos, and improved technology.. Our 
stadium now has new LED lighting, which is more reliable, energy efficient, and brighter. We are now 
in our 10th year in our football athletic complex, which was completed in April of 2014. Our weight 
room was renovated to include state of the art wall mounted folding racks, inlaid platform and 
synthetic turf flooring, and a 4 wall graphic vinyl wrap for inspiration! We are also in the process of 
replacing our indoor hallway turf (with a new color!) We are also in our 9th year of broadcasting all of 
our varsity games and will be returning to using YouTube to broadcast games live FOR FREE. We 
upgrade our equipment and uniforms annually, when most high schools must wait for their turn in a 
rotation. We are in our first year partnership with NIKE, which means new NIKE uniforms across the 
board for our varsity, new equipment, and a new stadium wrap. Our booster club, Pioneer Football, 
Inc., has played an integral part in supporting these additions. Pioneer Football continues to grow 
bigger and stronger every year. Pioneer Football’s involvement ranges from fundraising and financial 
support to game day management and community involvement. It is through their continued efforts 
and involvement that makes our program one of the finest in the state. I encourage you to get 
involved in any way that you can.

In closing, I would like to thank my family, the coaches, our athletic director Faulynne Grice, Patrick
Hurley, our assistant principal in charge of athletics, our principal Dr. Smith and the school adminis-
tration, the faculty and staff, the Spiritline, the Big Blue Band, our parents, families, the student body, 
the Crazies, and all of the Pinnacle fans for their continued support. I would also like to commend 
our players for their dedication and hard work. It is through all of our efforts that make this program 
a success.

GO BIG BLUE!

Coach Zupke

Greetings to the entire PINNACLE PIONEER FOOTBALL FAMILY!

The 2023 football season is upon us!

This is my third year as President of the Football Boosters. I am honored (more than
ever) to see and hear all the enthusiasm and hard work currently happening in this
great football family.

Our state championship run last year only reinforces that the Pinnacle High School
football program is one of the top programs in Arizona and the entire U.S.

Since last season, we have made notable improvements to the Pioneer football
facilities including the new turf field and our new partnership with Nike for a new
stadium wrap. These upgrades and additions, along with several others, were
completed only because of the many generous donations to our football program. A
HUGE THANK YOU AND SHOUTOUT TO ALL OF OUR DONORS! We could
not do this without your support!

Once again, Coach Zupke and his very hard working coaching staff have done a
great job in preparing our teams for another stellar year. The strength and
conditioning gains this past off-season in the weight room have been amazing. I
firmly believe that these gains will directly translate into another football record
season.

I am also honored to be part of a football program that truly believes in developing
well rounded young student- athletes. At the heart of this is Pinnacle’s Character
Matters curriculum which includes defending our core values every day both on and
off the field.

Lastly, thank you parents, families, student body, the entire school and all the
Pioneer fans for your continued support. We could not do this without you.

GO PINNACLE PIONEERS!!! GO BLUE!!!

Michael L. Halvorson
President
Pinnacle High School Booster Club

WELCOME TO PIONEER FOOTBALL
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President
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Vice President
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Treasurer
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Financial Assistant
Kelli Conti

Secretary
Susan Stephney

TEAM REPS

 
Varsity Team Reps

Liza Richards, Deena Martin

Freshman Team Reps
Christy Ramos, Michele Silva

JV Team Reps
Jenn Prescott, Theresa Pinder

Official Team Photographers
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ADMINISTRATION

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL,

Fall is my favorite time of year. My fondest memories are the smell 
of the grass, the lights of the stadium and the roar of a crowd. It's 
football season again and we are ready to make our mark on the 
North East Valley Conference. Our players and coaches have spent 
countless hours in the weight room and on the field in order to 
achieve our one goal: a State Championship.

We have a proud tradition of excellence at Pinnacle High and it is 
evident in the sacrifices that are made by each of our student 
athletes. Their commitment, dedication and unity ensure not just 
the program's success but also the success of the entire school. 
I’m reminded of the illustrious words of George Halas, “Nobody 
who ever gave his best regretted it.” I have witnessed the hard 
work our boys have put in, and I am confident that we will have 
success. I can’t wait to put on the Blue and White and cheer loud 
and proud for our team.

On behalf of the Administration I would like to thank the tireless 
efforts of our coaching staff, booster parents and our fans for 
their support and encouragement. I know that without their 
continued commitment to success we would have no victory. I will 
leave you all with this: “ Success isn't owned, it's leased. And rent is 
due every day." It’s time to collect that rent!

Good Luck Pioneers!!!

Chad J. Smith, Ed.D
Principal 
Pinnacle High School

Faulynne Grice
Athletic Director

Erin Maloney
Athletic Trainer Equipment Manager

Angel Ulloa
Asst. to Athletic Director

Star Harris
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SCHEDULES

FROSH-SOPH JV

VARSITY
8/25 @ Arbor View Hawaiian 

Military Night/ Camo

Blue Out/ Wear your Crazies shirts

9/1 Tolleson
9/8 Corona Del Sol

9/14
9/22 @ Queen Creek
9/29
10/6 Liberty

10/27 Centennial
10/20 O’Connor

11/3

@ Horizon

@ Chaparral

@ Saguaro

8/1 Tolleson
9/6 Corona Del Sol

9/27 @ Chaparral

10/18 O’Connor
10/25 Centennial

11/1 @ Saguaro

9/13 @ Horizon
9/20 @ Queen Creek

10/4 Liberty

8/31 @ Tolleson
9/7 @ Corona Del Sol

9/13
9/21

10/19 @ O’Connor
10/26 @ Centennial

11/2 Saguaro

Horizon
Queen Creek

10/5 @ Liberty

White out (Thursday)

Black Out

Western Out

Pink Out

USA out- powder (red, white, & blue)

Senior Citizens- (Senior Night)

Neon

VARSITY COACHES

Two year starter at Servite Catholic in Orange County, CA. Team captain senior year. Played four years 
at California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, CA. Started two years at defensive tackle and one 
year at center. Team captain senior year. Voted most inspirational player. Started coaching football at 
Marcos de Niza HS in 1992. Named defensive coordinator in 1995. Became the defensive coordinator 
at Chaparral in 1996. Five region titles, and three state titles between 1996-2002. Came to Pinnacle in 
2003. Surpassed 100 wins in 2017. Overall record of 145-83 and reaching the playoffs 15 of the last 16 
seasons. Married to Amy Zupke (25 years). Amy and Dana have 3 sons: Zach, Will, and Clay.

Dana Zupke 
Head Coach, QB Coach

Coach Will Zupke (Pinnacle Class of '17) is in his 1st year as JV Head Coach and his 5th year on the 
Pinnacle Football Staff.  Prior to being the JV head coach, Will was the JV defensive coordinator and 
varsity linebackers coach.  He started his coaching career as a freshmen assistant while attending 
ASU.  Will graduated ASU in 2021 with a degree in Engineering.  Prior to attending ASU, Will was a 2 
sport letterman and varsity team captain at Pinnacle.  Will played running back and linebacker for 
the Pioneers.

In addition to being the JV head coach, Will is also the varsity linebackers coach and JV defensive 
coordinator.

Will Zupke
JV Head Coach, Defensive Coordinator, Varsity Linebackers

Dominic Robinson
Receivers/ Def. Backs

Trace Carroll
Quarterbacks

Kush Miller
Receivers 

James Neate
Special Teams

John Germinaro
Football Operations

Specialist

Will Zupke
JV Defensive Coordinator /

Linebackers

Ben Fuenmayor
Assistant OL/JV

Eddie Fuenmayor
Varsity DL

Matt Hanshaw
Offensive Coordinator /

Running Backs

Dave Franklin
Linebackers

Angel Ulloa
Defensive Coordinator

Paul Germinaro
Offensive Line

John Reed
JV Defensive Line

Bret Vick
Varsity Running Backs
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GO BIG BLUE!
2023 CAPTAINS

Dylan Fricke, Spencer Halvorson, Wyatt Horton, Krush Sowers, Mac Richards

MANAGERS
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Wide Receivers

Running Backs

Special Teams
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FROSH-SOPH 2023

Xavier Thomas
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Brody Burglin
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Davian Whitener

Kash Silva
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Alec Greenwald

Carson Smith
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Aiden Ramos
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Everett Driver
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Abraham Rivas

Henry Chiara

Nate Schember

William Clark

Ian Jewett

Ryland Wilcoxson

Duke Suggs

Anthony Donald

Giovanni Terreri

Cole Nickell

Morgan Jones

Jalen Smith

Jacob Blechman

Owen Mirza

Nathan Utan

Tytan Lanier

Jahdari Marchan

Isaiah Doss

Thomas Fuse

Tadan Adakai

Caden Beneteau

Dylan McDermott

78

81

87
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99

Ian Frank

Keller Moore

Luke Gasior

David Popescu

Kale Higley

FROSH-SOPH COACHES

Pinnacle Football is lucky to have Coach Parries as Head Freshman Football Coach 
for the 2022 Season. While it is Coach Parries first season as a Pinnacle Pioneer, he 
is no stranger to the game. In high school, he played a defensive back at Apple 
Valley High School in Minnesota. After high school, Coach Parries attended college 
at ASU and has remained in the Valley. In addition to playing the game, this is 
Coach Parries’ 10th year in a coaching position. He has held various JV head 
coaching and other Varsity coaching positons around the valley. In 2014, the year 
that the Arizona Rattlers Arena Football Team won the League Championship, 
Coach Parries held the role of Offensive Analyst.

When he is not on the field coaching our players, Coach Parries can be found 
teaching history. He also has a home team, which includes his girlfriend Adela, a 3 
year old son Victor and an English Bulldog named Barkley. He likes to stay active 
and enjoys traveling, hiking, biking, swimming and playing basketball.

Chris Parries
JV, Frosh-Soph Head Coach and Varsity Running Backs Coach

Ron Lewis
Coach QB

JD Stephney
Defensive Coord. LB DL

Jason Mickelson
Coach RB

Danny Baker
Coach OL

Dominic Sidari
Coach RB

Charlie Clark
Coach DB

Tony Barnet
Coach DL
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Director of Instrumental Music
Christopher Blue

Drum Major
Carly Bowman

Battery
Aubreyanna Badilla
Colin Couch
Lucas de Aveiro Ramos
Spencer Eyrich
Ethan Goldberg
Darby Jackson
Logan Mills
Evelyn Vivar

Front Ensemble
James Cote
William Hight
Evan Soukup
Rhythm Taylor
Maximillian Zurbano

Clarinets
Aileen Oriano-Saucedo
Keely Turner

Alto Saxophones
Rayne Tirella
Leilani Vivar
Eliab Yohannes

Trumpets
Timeo Bordier
Andi Lasku
Cade Suciu
Cole Yeager

Euphoniums
Parker Corwin
Thane Hilderbrand
Thomas Stetcher

Flute
Peyton Roberts

Tubas
Alex Blecha
Patrick Collins

Color Guard
Rebecca Allison
Felix Gilbert
Nova Glenn-Skalina
Bella Herbein
Megan Hilderbrand
Sophia Lockhart
Chloe Mullen
Alexis Portnoy-Skalina
Fabianna Trujillo
Bethanie Woodard

2023 Pinnacle Field Ensemble

October 7, 2023
October 14, 2023
October 21, 2023
November 4, 2023
November 11, 2023

LocationsCompetition Dates
Pinnacle High School
Mountain Ridge High School
Youngker High School
Buckeye Union High School
AZMBA Championships at Mountain Pointe High School

GO BIG BLUE!
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Varsity Cheer
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Teagan Alexander

Kendell Nelson

Andra Henderson

Eliza Daguanno

Ella Branstiter

Kara Bibb

Spiritline

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR SPIRITLINE SPONSORS!
WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Red Level Sponsors

JG&A 
480-998-GOLD www.jacobgold.com

Arizona School of  Music and Kirk’s Studio
480-227-0546 www.kirksstudio.com

Joseph D'Aguanno - Gage Mathers Injury Lawyers
602-258-0646 www.gagemathers.com

Christina Rathbun w/Launch-Compass Real Estate
#602-882-1919 / ChristinaRathbun.com / @ChristinaRathbun

Coco Whitaker - Realty One Group
602-565-2328 Instagram - @whitakercoco

Webb Plastic Surgery
480.447.2201 www.webbplasticsurgery.com

DC Dance AZ - Performing Arts Dance Studio
480-284-6440 www.dcdanceaz.com

Sanghi Family Foundation

Alexander Building Company
602-710-6366 www.abccre.com

Randy Whitaker - Castle and Cooke Mortgage
602-349-0103 www.castlecookemortgage.com

Dana McFarland - Allstate Insurance
480-478-0419 www.allstate.com/danamcfarland

Dave Maxson – Realty One Group
916-718-9000 www.drmhomz.com

Uprising Construction
928-301-7999 uprisingconstruction.com

Navy Level Sponsor
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928-301-7999 uprisingconstruction.com

Navy Level Sponsor
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AAKRE

ABRAMS

APODACA

BENETEAU

BERTO

BLAIS

BLAYLOCK

BLECHMAN

BRIDGFORD

BURGLIN

BOQUIST

CARPENTER

CAMPBELL

CHITWOOD

CHIARA

CLARK

CRESSWELL

DAVIS

DELUCA

DILLION

DONNELLI

DUROCHER

EWING

FAWCETT

FORBES

FRICKE

FRIEDLANDER

GARCIA

GASIOR

GLESSNER

GLEASH

GUTIERREZ

GONZALES

HALVORSON

HAMMOND

HOOVER

HORTON

HUGHES

HURWITZ

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

ARENA SPORTS GRILL

ARIZONA BEST REAL ESTATE

AZ NOTARY SERVICES

BEST HOME APPLIANCES

BUDD ORTHODONTICS

CENTRE STAGE DANCE STUDIO

CENTER MASS CONSTRUCTION

CHULA SEAFOOD GRAYHAWK

CIMARRON RIVER COMPANY

CLAYCO

DESERT CENTER FOR ALLERGY & CHEST DISEASE

DIAMOND AC

FBC MORTGAGE

FORBES REFRIGERATION & AIR CONDITIONING

HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER

IMMEDIA INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGIES

IN N OUT

JW MARRIOTT PHOENIX DESERT RIDGE RESORT & SPA

LEARN TO DRIVE

LIBERTY GMC

MADE TO MOVE NUTRITION & WELLNESS

MALOHI FITNESS

MATT HORTON, THEHORTONTEAM.COM

MINT CONDITION

MOON VALLEY NURSERIES

MUSCULAR MOVING MEN

NORTH VALLEY ORAL SURGERY

NOTHING BUNDT CAKES

NSB MORTGAGE

PARADOX VIDEO PRODUCTIONS

RAYA HAIR CO

SCOOTERS COFFEE

SPINEFIT CHIROPRACTIC & REHABILITATION

STOTZ EQUIPMENT

TEAM CLEAN AND HAUL CORP

THE KIMBERLY LOWE GROUP

UNITED RENTALS TRENCH SAFETY

UPPER CRUST PIZZA

VALID ENTRY

WILLMENG

M. STEPHNEY

PINDER

POSTELL

REDFOOT

REILLY

RICHARDS

SCHNACKENBERG

SCHULTZ

SEMENKO

SICKLER

SNUFFER

SOUKUP

S.SMITH

SULLIVAN

THORTON

VARSANO

JEFFRIES

JOPPRU

KING

KOZAK

K. JOHNSON

KIMMERLE

KLECKA

KONOPASKI

LANESE

L'HEUREUX

LISK

LOPEZ

MARKS

MAGGIORA

MARTIN

MCCRAY

MENKE

MULUMBA

MUNIZ
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Scan to learn more and book your stay.

Experience every element of
an unforgettable stay.
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