
 2022 Nebraska American Legion Baseball - Bulletin #2 
 2022 NALB Umpire Registration Information 
 Thank you to everyone who has helped recruit umpires across the state.  Please keep 
 encouraging others to join the umpiring profession.  As of May 28th, 271 umpires 
 complete the NALB registration process, a 30.3% increase from the 2021 NALB season 
 (208 umpires registered).  A great sign for the future of umpiring is that there are 48 first 
 year umpires.  Below is a breakdown: 

 2022 NALB Umpire Breakdown 
 0 Years - 48 umpire - 17.7% of all umpires 

 Last year this was 15.5% of all umpires 
 1 Year - 27 umpires - 10.0% of all umpires 

 Last year this was 4.2% of all umpires 
 2 to 4 Years - 46  - 16.9% of all umpires 

 Last year this was 18.7% of all umpires 
 5 to 9 Years - 56 - 20.7% of all umpires 

 Last year this was 22.1% of all umpires 
 10 to 19 Years - 48 - 17.8% of all umpires 

 Last year this was 23.5% of all umpires 
 20+ Years - 46 - 16.9% of all umpires 

 Last year this was 16.0% of all umpires 

 Returning Umpires - Five or Fewer Years of NALB Experience 
 0 Years - 20/28 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (64.3%) 
 1 Year - 6/8 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (75.0%) 
 2 Years - 10/12 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (83.3%) 
 3 Years - 9/11 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (81.8%) 
 4 Years - 13/15 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (86.7%) 
 5 Years - 10/14 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (71.4%) 
 Total = 68/88 Registered for the 2022 NALB Season (77.3%) 

 Rule Updates 
 For the 2022 NALB season the pitcher/DH designation is not allowed.  While MLB has 
 added this rule, at the American Legion level this rule was voted down at the spring 
 national conference.  Teams still can DH for the pitcher, but the pitcher can not be listed 
 as both the pitcher and DH. 

 Another rule that was discussed at the national conference was the use of electronic 
 devices for coach to catcher communication.  Similar to the other rule, it was not 
 approved for Legion baseball for this season. 



 Pace of Play 
 As we wrap up the first month of the season, remember the aspects the umpire can 
 control with pace of play.  Please make sure you are giving new pitchers no more than 8 
 warmup pitches and returning pitchers 5 pitches.  These pitches are to be completed in 
 90 seconds.  If teams are taking a long time to start warmups, limit the number of 
 warmup pitches.  Communicate the number of pitches remaining to both the offensive 
 and defensive team.  If a coach comes out to warm  up the pitcher, make sure they have 
 on a mask.  During at bats make sure the batter keeps  at least one foot in the box 
 between pitches unless they meet the criteria to leave the box (see the rule information 
 below).  Doing these little things helps keep games moving, which everyone in the park 
 enjoys. 

 6.02.d(1) The batter shall keep at least one foot in the batter’s box throughout the batter’s time at bat, 
 unless one of the following exceptions applies, in which case the batter may leave the batter’s box but not 
 the dirt area surrounding home plate: 
 i. The batter swings at a pitch 
 ii. The batter is forced out of the batter’s box by a pitch 
 iii. A member of either team requests and is granted “Time” 
 iv. A defensive player attempts a play on a runner at any base 
 v. The batter feints a bunt 
 vi. A wild pitch or passed ball occurs 
 vii. The pitcher leaves the dirt area of the pitching mound after receiving the ball 
 viii. The catcher leaves the catcher’s box to give defensive signals. 
 Notwithstanding Rule 6.02(c), if the batter intentionally leaves the batter’s box and delays play, and none 
 of the exceptions listed in Rule 6.02(d)(1)(i) through (viii) applies, the umpire shall award a strike without 
 the pitcher having to deliver the pitch. The ball is dead, and no runners may advance. The umpire shall 
 award additional strikes, without the pitcher having to deliver the pitch, 

 Use good judgment when enforcing this rule. Talk with the batter and remind them to 
 keep one foot in the box unless one of the eight situations occur. You may have to 
 remind batters frequently, but unless it is extreme, just communicate with the batter. 
 Communicating the expectation will keep the batters in the box and speed up the game. 

 Batter Interference 
 With runners on base, plate umpires need to be conscious of potential batter 
 interference situations on attempted throws to retire a runner.  Below is a link to 
 information about the rule and a couple video examples. 
 https://baseballrulesacademy.com/batter-interferes-with-catchers-throw/ 

 Ejection Report 
 -If you have an ejection, please use the link below to fill out a report within 12 hours. 
 Please also let your local area representative know as well as your assignor. 
 2022 NALB Umpire Ejection/Incident Report 

https://baseballrulesacademy.com/batter-interferes-with-catchers-throw/
https://forms.gle/6ofrTDnyQMQqR5kf7


 2022 NALB Rule Changes 
 1.  The only playing rule change for the 2022 season is that a fielder will no longer 

 be able to fake a tag. A fake tag will be considered obstruction by the fielder. The 
 obstructed runner shall be awarded at least one base beyond the last legally 
 touched by such runner, before the obstruction. 

 2.  Before the game, any player participating in an “anthem standoff” will be ejected 
 from the game and will face a suspension. 

 3.  There will be zero tolerance for cyber bullying on social media. Players or 
 coaches participating will be subject to a suspension. 

 2021-2022 Points of Emphasis 
 1.  From the time the last infielder crosses the foul line the defense will have 90 

 seconds to complete their warmup pitches and be ready to start play. For a new 
 pitcher, the 90 seconds begins at the time of his first warmup pitch. With 30 
 seconds left the defense will get no more than 2 pitches. With 15 seconds left the 
 pitcher will have only 1 pitch left if they have not already completed their warmup 
 throws. At the end of 90 seconds the inning will start. The base umpire is 
 responsible for tracking the time. Have a stopwatch to keep track of time. 

 2.  Only 1 offensive conference will be allowed per inning. The plate umpire will be 
 responsible for tracking this information on their line-up card. 

 3.  When the bases are unoccupied, the pitcher shall deliver the ball to the batter 
 within 12 seconds after he receives the ball. Each time the pitcher delays the 
 game by violating this rule, the umpire shall call  “Ball.”  The 12-second timing 
 starts when the pitcher is in possession of the ball and the batter is in the box, 
 alert to the pitcher. The timing stops when the pitcher releases the ball. The 
 intent of this rule is to avoid unnecessary delays. The umpire shall insist that the 
 catcher return the ball promptly to the pitcher, and that the pitcher take his 
 position on the rubber promptly. Obvious delay by the pitcher should instantly be 
 penalized by the umpire. 

 Safety Issue 
 All players and coaches must wear a mask when warming up a pitcher on the field and 
 in the bullpen. This is a safety and liability issue, programs don’t put yourself in a bad 
 situation by not following this American Legion Baseball rule. 


