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Purpose: 

The purpose of this procedure is to provide a program for the League to follow as it 
pertains to the Lopsided score rule. 

Responsibility: 
INYFC is responsible for maintaining and enforcing this procedure.  
 
Definition:    
Score Differential is when the Lopsided Score procedures has begun [Running Clock] 
 
Related Documents:  INYFC Rule book and SOP 022 
 
Procedure: 

Lopsided/Intentionally Run Up Scores: 
 

1) Any time a team goes up by 35 points or more, the following will occur: 
a) The official clock will become a running clock and once started can only be 

stopped for injury of a player or at the discretion of a referee. It cannot revert to a 
game clock operation for the remainder of the game. 

b) There will be no blitzing by either team while the lopsided rule is in effect. 
Maximum of 7 players are allowed in the tackle box. 

c) There will be no on-side-kicks at kickoff. Intentional or Unintentional! An onside 
kick is defined as a kick that goes beyond 10 yards and is recovered by the kicking 
team. If this occurs the ball will be given to the receiving team at the point of 
recovery. 

d) The winning defense team cannot advance a fumble or pass interception. The ball 
is blown dead immediately. The winning team may start play action from this 
point. 

e) The wining team shall make every effort to replace starting players with reserves. 
Failure to do so will call for an immediate investigation and possible suspension 
of the head coach if found guilty. 

f) Any coach who employs plays without the intent to maximize the action of 
play shall be in violation of this rule. 

g) The teams are still required to complete the Mandatory Play Rule, (as per SOP 018). 
h) An investigation may be conducted if a game ends with a score differential of 35 

points or more. 
2) In the event of additional scoring by the winning team, after the lopsided rule has 

taken effect, the League Football Commissioner shall appoint an investigator, to 
determine whether the score has been intentionally run-up. The investigator shall use 



 

 

the written statements provided by the head coaches involved as well as the 
association board member at the game in question, (as per SOP 022), and / or, at his 
discretion: 

1. Contact the Head Coach of the winning team to ask what steps he took to 
keep the score lower. 

2. Contact the Head Coach of the losing team to get his statement. 

If the two statements are in agreement, the matter shall be closed, as it comes under the 
category of lopsided score. If the two statements are in disagreement, the League shall 
conduct a full investigation. 

 
INVESTIGATION: 

 
The League shall require the Head Coach and all Assistant Coaches of each team to 
submit written answers to the following questions: 

1. What in your opinion caused the lopsided score? 
 

2. Is there any ill will or animosity among the coaching staff of the wining 
team toward the coaching staff of losing team? 

 
3. To your knowledge, have there been any threats between and among the 

children prior to the game? 
 

4. Has your team ever been involved in a lopsided score before? If yes, when? 
Against what team? Did you win or lose? What was the final score? 

 
5. What actions were taken by the coaching staff of the wining team to prevent 

additional scoring once the lopsided rule was in effect? 
 

6. In retrospect, is there anything you feel could have been done to prevent the 
additional scoring once the lopsided score rule was in effect? 

 
Based upon the answers to these questions, the League shall determine whether or not to 
conduct a Hearing. The answers to these questions may not be used in any way at the 
hearing, unless presented at the hearing by one of the witnesses. 

 


