GEORGIA USAG COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES – January 3, 2021 at 10am via Zoom

Present: Gwyned Bius, Marian Dykes, Sheila Ragle, Kim Joye, Michelle Pomerantz, Stacey Harris, Jon Aardema, Gerson Ramirez, Jacobo Giron, Judy Prestiagacomo, Drew Davis and Becky Oppenheimer

Current Operating Account Balance is approximately $104,000.

Michelle reminded us that all the compulsory levels will be moving to a fall competition season in 2021, and that the new compulsories will be used starting in fall 2021.

It was discussed if we wanted to have a state compulsory workshop instead of the State Clinic in summer 2021. Additionally, it was discussed if we wanted to pay the registration fee for a local coach who might be attending one of the National Compulsory Workshops in exchange for teaching the compulsories at our state compulsory clinic. We discussed several possible coaches, and Michelle will follow up to see if they are planning to attend one of the Master Workshops, 

It was decided that our State Compulsory Workshop will be held on June 19-20, 2021 at either GAA or Roswell. 

National Congress is June 24-27, 2021 in St. Louis
Regional Congress is July 16-18, 2021 in New Orleans

It was also discussed if we wanted to bring in Betsy Lauer in the fall for a Betsy’s Bootcamp. The preference would be for her to do a day in the Atlanta area, and a day somewhere in South Georgia.

Jon brought up the idea of having another manager round table meeting in conjunction with the State Compulsory Workshop, as the previous attendees wanted to continue having them, and it will be good timing hopefully coming out of the pandemic. He also brought up the idea of having Sean Dever from Express Payroll and a CPA join the round table or schedule him for a session at some point.

It was decided to keep NAWGJ as our Booking Agent. Motion – Jon Aardema, 2nd – Judy Prestiagacomo was passed.

It was decided that we will make no changes to the previous policy of paying the regional entry fee for all level 9/10 athletes, and paying the regional entry fee for all state team members for all other levels.

It was decided that the competition fees will remain at $1 per athlete through 5/31/21. Motion – Gwyned Bius, 2nd – Judy Prestiagacomo was passed.
It was decided that the Fall State Meet 2022 will be held on December 9-11, 2022. Motion – Sheila Ragle, 2nd – Stacey Harris was passed.

It was decided that the Spring State Meets for 2023 will be as follows:
	6/9/10 –	March 24-26, 2023
	7/8 -		March 31 – April 2, 2023
	Xcel -		April 14-16, 2023
Motion – Sheila Ragle, 2nd – Gerson Ramirez was passed

Judges in-gym requirements for 2021 will not be required at the regional level. It was decided that Georgia will follow the regional guidelines and not require any in-gym requirement for 2021. Motion – Judy Prestiagacomo, 2nd – Jacobo Giron was passed.

Training Camps for 2021 are as follows:
		6/7/8 – July 23-25, 2021 – Tampa Bay Turners
		National Team – Auburn University – date TBD
		8/9/10 – October 15-17, 2021 – Everest

Regionals for 2021 are as follows:
		9/10 – April 16-18, 2021 – Tampa, Fl.
		6/7/8 – April 23-25, 2021 – Montgomery, Al (Moved from NC)
		Xcel – April 30 – May 2, 2021 – Lakepoint by GAA
		Easterns – May 7-9, 2021 – Battle Creek, Mi
		Nationals – May 14-16, 2021 – Daytona Beach, Fl

Regionals for 2022 are as follows:
		9/10 – April 22-24, 2022 – Concord, NC
		6/7/8 – April 29 – May 1, 2022 – Myrtle Beach, SC
		Xcel – May 6-8, 2022 – Foley, Al

Also, Michelle will send a notice to all the gyms letting them know that the level 6/9/10 State Meet 2021 will be held at the Buford Arena and hosted by the USAG Committee and the 7/8 State Meet 2021 will be held at Tucker Recreation Center still hosted by Ga-NAWGJ.

The Georgia USAG State Committee will be hosting the 2021 Level 6/9/10 State Meet at the Buford Arena, and Jon Aardema is coordinating the equipment and scoring, parents from GGA will be helping, Adam Adams is coordinating the hospitality, and others will be asked to assist as needed.

It was discussed that there may still be a need to compete by team instead of by age group at the spring state meets. This decision will be made as we get closer to the first state meet and we know more about the status of the pandemic.

There will be no changes in our plans for apparel, it will be the same as in 2019.
Member Reports:

Scheduling – Sheila Ragle – the calendar will open on March 1, 2021 and the deadline to have a meet published on the state calendar will be June 15, 2021.

Scoring – Gwyned Bius – there are some problems with tracking scores between USAG levels and Xcel, and we know that some people are competing at the wrong Xcel level when moving over from levels 1-10. The biggest issue is with gymnasts who have competed level 5/6 competing in the Gold level, they must compete in the Platinum level.

It was decided that we will leave the declaration date for the fall season as November 15 and for the spring season as February 15.

Education – Marian Dykes – No updates, the new compulsories are right on track.

Awards – Stacey Harris – there are medals that were unused from last year.  Additional medals will be ordered now to plan for any additional shipping time necessary. 

Apparel – Judy Prestiagacomo – no changes, we will be doing the same apparel that we did in 2019 and will once again use a red/white/blue regional leotard for an Olympics theme.

Compulsory – Gerson Ramirez – nothing to report

Michelle brought up the subject of trying to offer some type of viewing option for spectators at home at our state meets. More research is needed for our options and the legalities and waivers required. It was brought up that perhaps we should just have a defined area for parents at each event so they can do their own video connections.

Xcel – Drew Davis – nothing to report

Optionals – Jacobo Giron – nothing to report

All positions for the State Committee are up for election this year. Current committee members should contact Michelle by email if they wish to run again for their current position by February, and then nominations will be open for all USAG members in Georgia.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:30am.

Next Zoom Meeting – Monday, March 1, 2021 – 12noon

Summer Meeting – Tuesday, June 1. 2021 – 7pm
