MICHIGAN AMATUER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
DISTRICT 4 MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 12th, 2026
District 4 Chair Popma called the meeting to order at 9:10 PM.  Minutes recorded by D4 Chair/Secretary Popma.  Meeting held via Microsoft Teams.
[bookmark: _Hlk134570865][bookmark: _Hlk166495637][bookmark: _Hlk210569371]DIRECTORS PRESENT:	Chairman John Popma, Treasurer Shelly-Ann Dow, Director Kim Gearns, Director Bob DeSpirt, Director Henrik Impola, and Director Tom Krzyzak
COUNCIL PRESENT: 	Council Member Maria Biederman 
ABSENT:	Director Gordie Lietz, Council Member Greg Hames, and Council Member Nick Zajas 
GUESTS:	Kelli Godek (Grand River Hockey Association)

OPEN CALL:	Nothing to report. 
MINUTES:	Review November 2025 minutes, no December 2025 formal meeting.  Motion to approve by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Director Gearns, YES votes from Treasurer Dow, Director Impola, Director Krzyzak, and Council Member Biederman  PASSES.   
D4 CALENDAR:	
· MAHA Winter Meetings January 23-25, 2026, in Livonia. 
· Non-State credential check + JV and remaining girls teams January 25, 2026, starting at noon.
· February meeting to be held February 9, 2026.
TREASURER REPORT:	
· Treasurer Dow reported that the MAHA 2027 budget will be presented at the winter meeting. 
· Discussed including lodging for council members to the Summer Meeting.
DISTRICT CHAIR REPORT:	
· Closest rink exceptions (9 to D4 approved, 8 from D4 approved / 12 to D4 denied, 1 from D4 denied)
· No new interstate transfers for the month. 
· Email reminders with credentialling information and dates sent to Association Leadership and registered teams.
· Several 4-hour rule waivers requested/approved.
· Numerous substitute goalie forms requested (1 incorrect form pending—updated, 1 verbal took 3 months to sign, 1 team with multiple subs, 1 legal Docusign waiver- corrected)
· D4 2026 terms:  Gordie, Kim, and Henrik, applications due 2/1.
· MAHA conflict of interest form forwarded and required to vote in Winter Meetings.

MAHA BOARD OF DIRECTRORS REPORT:
· Background, SafeSport, and Conflict of Interest required to vote in January.
· Single entry positions:  Treasurer Cosgrove, USAH Rep Wakeham, VP Girls Bruso.
· Nominations for district directors due February 1
· Priority for correct GameSheet reviews.  MAHA RIC suspended two referees for continued failures to review and submit correct game sheets.
· 9U AAA pilot proposal failed to have a motion, deferred to January for vote.
· Considering proposal to allow one paid night for one association designee to attend the summer meeting.
· Proposed $2 increase for youth registrations to be voted on in January at the MAHA Congress.
· Approved high performance goalie camp (self-funding).
· 
ASSOCIATION/CLUB REPORTS:	
· Reports were provided.
[bookmark: _Hlk108542043]RULES:	
· Director Lietz not present to report.   
· Late rules email forwarded 12/15
· OOD Committee submitted proposal taking the best points from several submissions. 
COACHING:	
· Director Impola advised coaches will be auto redlined from rosters on January 5, 2026 (after credential date).
· CEP and continuing education credits are not currently tracking. 
SAFESPORT/CONCUSSION:	
· Updates provided.
· MAHA working on a document with guidance for releasing players. 

DISTRICTS/STATES:	
· Round 2 games are scheduled.
· 10U-A (12) – Compuware (Bob)- January 31 2:00 and 3:30
· 10U-AA (10) – Lakeland (Tom) – January 31 11:00 and 12:30
· 10U-B (6) – Birmingham (Maria) – February 1 11:30 and 1:00
· 12U-A (8) – Livonia (Gordie) – January 31 11:00 and 12:00
· 12U-AA (8) – Farmington Hills (Greg, John to cover) – January 31 1:00 and 2:30
· 12U-B (7) – Canton (Shelly-Ann) – January 31  5:00 and 6:30
· 14U-A (7) – Orchard Lake (Henrik) – January 31 10:30 and 12:00
· 14U-AA (8) – USA (Maria) – January 31 4:30 and 6:30 
· 14U-B (4) – Grand River (Nick) direct to Hockey Day
· 18U-BB (1) – Jimmy Johns   direct to states
· Hockey Day – Plymouth (John)



· Review credentialling.
· Runner-Up slots will be determined by top seeding of runners-up (10U-A=2, 3,4, 5 and 14U-A=2,3,4,6)
· 16U-B, 18U-BB, JV/Prep entries were due December 15th.  3 JV, 0 16U-B, 1 18U-BB teams.

[bookmark: _Hlk127560540]BLOCK GRANTS:	
· [bookmark: _Hlk195108076]Treasurer Dow presented two block grants:  Livonia (blue pucks, nets, scoreboard-$2,217.27), Kensington Valley (LTP goalie sets-$1,620).  Motion to approve Livonia $1,445 and Kensington Valley $1,055 made by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Director Gearns.  YES votes from Director Impola, Director Krzyzak, and Council Member Biederman.  ABSTAIN from Treasurer Dow.  PASSES.    
MITES:	Director Lietz not present to report.  Jamboree held at USA Arena on December 7, 2025.  
WEBSITE:	Director DeSpirt discussed council protocols and succession planning.  Advised SportsEngine has been slow to reply. 
DISCIPLINE: 
· 23 carry-over suspensions.  11 served.  12 remaining (3 unserved, 2 turned over to other districts, 7 not registered to USAH).
· 143 Game Misconduct penalties for the season.
· 16 Match penalties for the season.
· Score sheet errors will only be corrected within 7 days.  25 errors submitted/ 5 pending, 1 denied, 19 corrected.
· Hearings from credentialing summarized.
· Hearings prior to credentialing summarized.

OLD BUSINESS:	
· D4 apparel budget/financials. Council Member Hames reported clothing items are in printing , waiting for backpacks.
· Associations not meeting 30% reviewed.
· Complaint about teams not wearing helmets. Director Lietz and Council Member Hames followed up and reported numerous checks with coaches observed wearing helmets.

NEW BUSINESS:	
· MAHA president’s call was held December 8, 2025, and slides forwarded to association leadership by Jason Reynolds. 
· House draft question due to team disparities.  Director Lietz emailed that drafts were monitored and in compliance.
· Exceptions voted via email.  7 approved, 2 withdrawn.  All approved by SPC.

OPEN END CALL:  	none

ADJOUNRMENT:	Motion to adjourn made by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Director Krzyzak.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM.
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