
Meet the Candidates 

OMGHA Board of Directors Election 

April 20, 2020 

Candidates for Treasurer 

Chuck Sawicky 

After serving as Treasurer for the 2019 – 2020 season, I would like your vote to continue in this 

role. 

I am a finance leader in my professional career and enjoy using my background to ensure the 

association is financially transparent, financially sound, has the appropriate investment in 

association resources, while keeping the cost of hockey low for all families. 

After taking over as Treasurer last year, I would like to continue with enhancements made 

during the 2019 – 2020 season.  These include: 

 New budget process and monthly reporting/accountability 

 Flat registration fees (no true-ups) 

 Revamped voucher program 

 Investment in our assets (rinks, concession stands, training equipment) 

 Efficient audit 

 Concession stand process redesign 

 Team checkbook process 

 Gambling program awareness 
 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Candidates for Secretary 

Nicole Kustermann 

I am the current OMGHA Board Secretary and am interested in continuing to serve our 

association.  I am a hockey mom who enjoys every minute at the rink with my PeeWee and U10.  

I am an attorney at the law firm of Yost & Baill and have served in my law firm’s leadership for 

several years.   I have served on other non-profit Boards and enjoy the opportunity to work with 

others towards a common goal.   I have good relationships in the hockey community which I 

believe assist our Board in addressing the wants and needs of our association at all levels.    

Candidates for Vice President of Boys Traveling 

Colin Steen 

My name is Colin Steen and I would like your support for my election to the role of VP of Boys 

Traveling. I have been a member of OMGHA for the past 9 years, and served on the Board of 

Directors for OMGHA the past three years as Peewee Director and VP of Boys Traveling. I have 

two boys in the program, Erik (Bantam) and Luke (Peewee). In addition, I have been a coach for 



the past eight years, coaching from Mite 1 through Bantam B1. My personal philosophy is 

ensuring that all players and families have a tremendous experience with OMGHA regardless of 

the level that they are playing. I look forward to continuing to serve the members of this 

association, making sure that that our investment in players and coaches help this program is 

successful for many years to come 

Candidates for ACE Coordinator / Director of Coaching and Development 

Matt Margenau 

I am currently applying for the ACE-VP position.  This is the current position that I am holding.  

My goal in this position is to continue the recent success that our association has experienced.  

This is done through continued education to our coaches and executing our model for player 

development.  I value the core principals to our player development which are providing our 

players the best experience to grow passion and confidence in the game of hockey.  I think its 

important to create a fun environment to development this passion. Its important that we 

sustain our continued success by maintaining our core believes to new members of the 

association. 

Thank you for this opportunity 

 

Candidates for Boys Level Directors  (choose 3) 

Jay Picconatto 

My name is Jay Picconatto.  I am applying for a position on the OMGHA board as a Boys 

Traveling Director.   

I have been part of OMGHA for the past 10 years and have had 3 kids in the program – Beck, 

Tommy, and Elena.  I have coached all three of them over their hockey years as both a head 

coach and an assistant coach in the association and across other spring & summer teams and 

camps.  

As I plan to be part of the association for the next dozen years, I have a strong interest in helping 

make the program successful in all facets – player development, financially, etc.  I think my 

experience on and off the ice can bring a lot of value to the Board. 

In terms of player development, I believe the main role for the association is to deepen our 

player’s enjoyment playing & love for the game of hockey.  We owe a commitment to properly 

develop all players for whatever their skill and desire will let them achieve.  We should not focus 

on the top kids at the expense of the newer players.  Nor should we limit the top kids by plans / 

decisions focused on the lower end.  This program needs to continue to have a balance and 

needs to continue to have a leadership that cares about the betterment of the full organization.    

I hope you consider me for a position on the board. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Brian La Fleur 
 

Hello, my name is Brian La Fleur and I have two children in OMGHA.  My daughter Aleah will be 
a U10 next year and my son Landon will be a Bantam.  I’ve been part of the association for the 
last 7 years and it has provided great opportunities and experiences for my children.  I have a 
rich background in hockey where I played High School, College, and Professional.  The sport has 
provided great opportunities for me and I love to work with families and players to continue to 
promote the sport.  I would love the opportunity to continue volunteering on the Board to help 
OMGHA continue to build the sport and achieve its mission.   

 

Tyler Martin 

My name is Tyler Martin.  I’ve been a part of OMGHA for the past 6 years and intend to be a part 
of it for years to come.  I have 3 kids in the association - Kaden (Peewee), Ellis (Squirt) and Jada 
(Supermite).  I’ve coached all 3 kids throughout their time in the association.   
 
I’m interested in joining the board for many reasons.  The OMGHA leadership teams over the 
years have created an excellent experience for players and families comprised of fun, hard work, 
life lessons and success.  It’s important to carry on these traditions.  I’m passionate that OMGHA 
be a place where kids at every level can find success.  It’s important for OMGHA to continue the 
tradition of growing kids as individuals through the game of hockey.  It’s important that we 
create an environment for kids of any level and ability, to be a part of a team, learn life lessons 
and find a love for playing this great game all while learning how to be challenged, how to 
communicate and how to overcome both personal and team adversity.   
 
It’s also important to create an environment where our best athletes can grow exponentially to 
meet their personal and team goals.  We should continue to have the proper environment 
where they can be stretched in order to meet their goals of playing in high school, college and 
beyond.  At the same time, we need to continue creating an environment where our lesser 
skilled players have the opportunity to learn, grow and love the game.  They too need to have 
access to great coaching and important skill development to assist in their growth and 
development.   
 
In the end, I’ve found a new passion for this sport and how it’s evolved into the game it is today. 
I hope you will consider me for a position on the board. 

 
Candidates for SuperMite Director 
 
Dustin Brooks 
 

I grew up in Northern Minnesota playing hockey and stayed home to attend the University of 
Wisconsin Superior.   After graduation, I moved to the metro area for some work but mostly to 
chase a girl, who is now my wife.  A few years ago, I continued my education by earning my MBA 



from St. Cloud State and when I am not delivering my children to their sporting events I run a 
small business.  I lead my company with energy and creativity and look forward to the challenge 
of keeping OMGHA’s strong momentum going while helping lead positive change. 

 
 
 

Candidates for Girls Travel Directors (pick 2) 

Jeff Allen 

I have always felt that if we continue to grow the sport of hockey and make it a great life 

experience for the kids than we have achieved our goal. I think we need to always remind 

ourselves on why we took on whatever position we have on the board, it should always be 

about the kids and to insure they have a positive experience with OMGHA. 

Lisa Albers 

I have been a member of the OMGHA board for 7 years and have enjoyed working with a great 

team of people to help grow the OMGHA girls program.  We have seen so many great things 

happen with girls’ hockey in OMGHA as well as D3 and Minnesota hockey over the last few years 

and I would like to continue to be a part of that.  I advocate for the players to make sure we are 

doing the best we can for the kids.  

 

Candidates for Girls House Director 

Scott Poska 

I am running for the Girls House Director position.  I have a passion for the sport of hockey and 

began playing at the Squirt level and continue to play adult hockey today.  My oldest daughter 

just completed her final year at U8 and my youngest daughter just completed her first year as a 

Girl Mite (U6).  Both of my daughters started in OMGHA at the mini-mite level and I have 

coached them each season.  I think OMGHA is fortunate to have a very large Girls House 

program and I would like to have an active role in the growth and continued success of it.  This 

past season, I was appointed to the Girls House Director position and balanced bot the Director 

responsibilities and coaching responsibilities for both of my daughters’ teams.  Over the last 

year as part of the House committee, I have become very familiar with the background 

operations of the House program and helped implement House program goals and values into 

the girls program.  Professionally, I am a Senior Traffic Engineer at Alliant Engineering, a 

Minneapolis based consulting firm.  I lead a team of engineers delivering a variety of traffic and 

transportation related projects serving local and regional agencies and municipalities.   There 

are many skills from my professional experience that I have applied to my OMGHA 

responsibilities as coach and Director.  The key skills I practice every day as an effective leader 

are excellent organization and communication skills which will allow me to continue to be 

successful in the role of Girls House Director.   

 



 

 

 


