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The students of Burlingame High School 

continue to impress me with their talents, skills 
and accomplishments.  In February, our 
administrative team visited classes to recognize 
hundreds of students for their academic 
accomplishments for the fall semester.  Of our 
1,370 students, 581 were recognized for making 
the Honor Roll, earning a 3.33 GPA or higher; 
143 students were recognized through our 
Rising Star program for academic improvement 
from last Spring semester to this Fall semester.  
Two of our students, Kristofer Cheng and Laila 
Mohammad, have qualified as National Merit 
Finalists.  This distinction goes to the top one-
percent of the 1.4 million PSAT/NMSQT test 
takers in their junior year.  The test covers 
critical reading, mathematics and writing skills, 
serving as preparation for the SAT.  Our school 
also continues to recognize students and 
student groups through our Jefferson Award for 
outstanding public service.  We are one of 
twenty Bay Area schools that are in this national 
award program because of the substantial 
public service our students provide through 
school programs.  This fall, we recognized Tara 
Alvergue with the award for her strong 
leadership in the Relay for Life event at our 
school that brought many students to this 
twenty-four hour fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society.  

On February 7th, we held our 8th Grade 
Parent Night for families considering enrollment 
for their students at BHS next year.  Our 
department chairs did a wonderful job sharing 
our curriculum with prospective families.  To 
start the evening, our students demonstrated 

their talent in our assembly.  Members of the 
choir performed an entertaining number from 
their Schoolhouse Rocks Concert that was held 
the following weekend.  Our junior varsity spirit 
squad performed a well-choreographed dance 
for the audience.  Our student leaders from ASB 
spoke eloquently about the many activities and 
programs available to students at BHS.  We 
also showed a video produced by student Kevin 
Longa that demonstrated the strengths of our 
school and was of great professional quality.  All 
in all, the night showcased some of the great 
student talent we have at Burlingame High 
School. 

On March 8th, I had the pleasure of 
introducing George Reyes, our school boiler 
man, to our Alumni Association.  He is the first 
recipient of the Classified Staff Person of the 
Year Award.  He was recognized by his peers 
for his outstanding work ethic, positive attitude, 
dedication to the school community and 
effective work in maintenance and operations.  
George is in his third year at BHS and has 
helped us greatly during our facility 
modernization.  The Alumni Association 
sponsored the award and recognized him by 
providing a new perpetual plaque with his name 
on it as the first recipient and providing him a 
stipend.  Thank you Alumni Association for this 
great support. 

Finally, we were all saddened at BHS 
earlier this year when Vic Mangini passed away.  
Vic meant so much to our Burlingame High 
School community.  Even years after his 
retirement, he stayed very connected to the 
school though his relations with alumni and staff 
and his occasional visits to our campus.  I was 
honored to know him.  Whenever I visited with 
him, he asked many questions about the school 
and various staff he knew.  He was always 
interested in the welfare of others and his 
beloved BHS.  His last visit to BHS was for the 
ceremony that celebrated the re-opening of our 
Main Building.  Long after the conclusion of the 
ceremony, Vic was touring around the hallways 
with his family.  He was so pleased to see the 
upgrades to the building that also preserved 
much of the historic feel of the building and 
some historic items like the hallway murals.  
Through his stories, Vic continually reminded 
me of the importance of knowing the history of 
our school.  Through his example, he always 
reminded me to keep focused on the most 
important aspect of the school, our students and 
staff.  We will continue to recognize an 
outstanding teacher every year in his name as 
the Mangini Teacher of the Year and be proud 
of our school address, One Mangini Way.  We 

will miss Vic but his memory will forever have a 
positive influence on BHS. 

 

 
 

 
At their meeting in December 2006, the 

Burlingame High School Alumni Association 
elected Blanche Dibelka Duffey as BHS "Alumni 
of the Century". Blanche graduated from 
Burlingame High School in 1939 and attended 
San Mateo Junior College.  She has served on 
the 50th and 75th high school anniversary 
committee's and has been secretary and 
historian for the alumni association for over forty 
years.   The award is given to the person who 
has best served the school and the community. 
Blanche will be honored during the Burlingame 
Centennial activities. 

Blanche has served as president of the 
PTA at McKinley Grammar School and 
Burlingame High School.  She was also 
president of the Sokal Gymnastic Association 
for nine years and taught gymnastics for thirty-
five years. Her husband, Jim Duffey was a 
Burlingame fireman and an umpire in the local 
area. Their children graduated from Burlingame 
High: Michael in 1962, Kathleen in 1964 and 
James in 1966. Two grandchildren are 
Burlingame graduates also; Shawn Forrest in 
1986 and Whitney Forrest Welch in 1987  

Blanche was a member of Catholic 
Charities for thirty years and German Turners 
for thirty years.  She was the president of the 
Burlingame Historical Society for four years. 

Our Alumni Association will be entering a 
float and several vintage cars in the Centennial 
kick-off event on Saturday, June 2, 2007. Here 
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is your chance to bring out that treasured red 
and white outfit or maybe you have a team 
uniform or cheerleading outfit or even your 
prom dress that you having been saving for just 
such an occasion. If you want to join the fun, 
take a walk down memory lane with fellow 
classmates and be part of the City of 
Burlingame 100th Anniversary parade, bring 
your kazoo and march with us. Please contact 
Naomi Ziff Cissna at (650) 593-5272 and tell 
her you’ll be joining in the fun. 

 

 
Carl Kuhe shares a memory of Vic 

Mangini.  
 

In February a giant mighty oak of a man 
left us. Vic Mangini said “God Bless” to his 
beloved Burlingame. He was one of the greats 
of the city of Burlingame and its high school.  
He was a paragon of the community and gave 
so much of himself to it.  

My first recollection of Vic was when he 
came to the high school and was made 
moderator to the club of which I was president.  
I wanted him to meet my parents, so one 
Sunday he dropped by our home.  I introduced 
him and then I left.  I came home three or four 
hours later and Vic was still there, bourbon in 
hand, reminiscing about New York City.  He had 
a willing audience, for Mom had come to New 
York after she graduated from high school in 
Glen Falls to go to college and start a career.  
Dad had migrated from Europe and was living 
there when Vic was going to school.  I realized 
that he wasn’t like the other teachers at 
Burlingame because he was “hip”. We hope 
Carl’s story will inspire some of you to submit 
your memories of Vic. 

At his vigil, the priest asked for people to 
come forward and tell their story about Vic. A 
few did so, but I know there are many more 
tales about Vic.  So I am asking you, his former 
students, friends and associates for your 
memories in writing.  You may send them to us 
at the BHS Alumni Association at One Mangini 
Way, Burlingame, CA 94010 or email 
pantherpostscripts@comcast.net. We will 
create a composite of these stories in our 
Fall/Winter issue of Panther Postscripts. 

 

 
On November 11, 2006, the BHS Alumni 

Association and more than 100 guests attended 
the semi annual Athletic Hall of Fame 
ceremony. Peter Cleaveland ’58, our Master of 
Ceremonies conducted the induction of 10 new 
members. Later that morning they were 
introduced at the Burlingame-San Mateo Little 
Big Game.  

Charles Edmund “Bud” Finger, 1937 
(deceased), was an outstanding all-round 

athlete at BHS.  He starred in football, baseball, 
basketball, track, and golf and made All-PAL in 
football, basketball and golf.  Bud attended 
Menlo College and is in the Menlo Athletic Hall 
of Fame for football and golf.  He was a Small 
College All-American for football and golf.  Bud 
went to Stanford where he was an NCAA 
medallist in golf and was on the NCAA 
Champions Team (1941-1942).  He joined the 
Navy as a Lieutenant during WWII and served 
in Europe.  After the war, he went back to 
Stanford as Director of Golf and Head Golf 
Coach (1946-1980).  He coached the 1953 
NCAA National Championship golf team and 
coached Stanford to 13 Pacific Eight 
Conference golf titles.  He is in the Stanford 
Sports Hall of Fame for golf and was inducted 
into the NCAA Coaches Hall of Fame in 
Columbus, OH.  His family tells us his best 
accomplishment was being their Dad.  “He was 
a Great Dad and we miss him.” 

Dan Hale, 1943, was a 3-sport athlete at 
BHS. He lettered in football, basketball, and 
tennis.  He played first-string guard on the 
football team and in his senior year was All-PAL 
in basketball. He was one of the highest scoring 
forwards in the league.  His coach, Lee 
Lancaster, once told him that he and Byron Van 
Alstyne were the best pair of forwards he had 
coached at BHS. He played tennis all four years 
at BHS.  In 1941, he won the PAL doubles title 
with Bob Rubin; in 1942, he won the PAL 
singles title. That year he also reached the 
semi-finals of the California State Junior Tennis 
Championship.  He entered the Army Air Corps 
after graduation and became a pilot.  After the 
war, he played tennis at the University of 
California and recreational tennis during his 
working years.  He now lives in Oregon where 
he has played in several senior tournaments.  
Lately he has been playing golf three times a 
week.  

Robert “Bob” Kane, 1944, was a 4-sport 
athlete while attending BHS.  He lettered 4 
years in basketball and was picked 3 years as 
an All-PAL player.  He lettered 2 years as a 
quarterback on the football team and received 
Honorable Mention All-PAL in 1943.  His big 
thrill was catching a touchdown in the Little-Big 
Game.  Burlingame won 14-0.  He lettered 2 
years as a catcher on the baseball team and 2 
years on the tennis team.  After graduation, he 
served in the US Navy for 3 years.  Bob played 
on the SMJC championship basketball team 
coached by Ray Balsley.  He graduated from 
USF law school and was appointed to the 
Superior Court bench in San Mateo Co. and in 
1971 to the State Court of Appeals.  He also 
served as the Ambassador to Ireland.  He is 
now retired and lives with his wife, Keke, in 
Clovis, CA.  They have been married for 55 
years and are blessed with 3 sons, 2 daughters, 
and 10 grandchildren. 

John Treu, 1952, was a 4-year letterman 
in both football and track at Burlingame.  He 
was coached by Vic Mangini and was a class 
pole-vaulter, high jumper, and hurdler on 
several championship teams.  In football, he 
played tight-end on the co-PAL Championship 
team.  John later played at Menlo College, 
joined the army and returned to football at the 
College of San Mateo and later at Cal Poly.  He 
got his teaching credential and coached 9 years 
for the Department of Defense all over the 
world, including France, Italy, England and 
Japan.  From 1971 to 2000, he taught physics 
and chemistry at San Marin High School in 
Marin where, for 27 years, he was a successful 
football coach.  His teams won 13 league 

championships and 3 NCS titles.  John currently 
resides in Capistrano Beach, CA. 

Ted Treu, 1955, lettered 9 times at BHS.  
He was a 4-year starter on the BHS football and 
baseball teams. He played shortstop and 
pitcher all 4 years on the baseball team.  He 
also played 30s basketball.  After graduation, 
Ted entered the Army.  He attended CSM and 
played 2 years of football where he was captain 
of the 1958 Big Eight Championship team.  He 
went on to SF State and played on the only 
undefeated football team the school ever had.  
He was named to the All-Far-Western 
Conference Team. Ted played semi-pro football 
locally.  He was invited to participate in 7 World 
Championships at the Iron man competition in 
Hawaii.  In 1988 he competed against his son – 
a great bonding experience. (Ted says: “Oh 
yes, he kicked my butt.”)  He and his wife live in 
Redwood Shores. 

Jesse Undlin, 1955, was considered one 
of the county’s best pole-vaulters between 1953 
and 1955.  Vic Mangini was his coach during 
those years and Jesse steadily improved and 
won many titles and set many records.  His best 
high school vault was 13’2” in 1955 (the best 
height in Northern California at the time).  
Through his efforts, the Burlingame varsity track 
team was able to win the PAL Championship, 
the NCS Group II, and the NCS Finals.  Jesse 
received an athletic scholarship to the 
University of Colorado where he vaulted 14’ ¼” 
in his frosh year and became the top college 
freshman pole-vaulter in the nation.  In 1957 he 
won the Kansas Relays 14’ 0” and the Big 8 
Outdoor Championship.  He and his family 
currently reside in Vacaville, CA. 

Roberta Alpers, Teacher/Coach, was at 
BHS for 35 years (1960-1995).  She coached 
many championship teams including 10 boys’ 
tennis team championships, 17 girls’ tennis 
team championships, and 11 regional team 
championships.  She also coached a National 
Collegiate Singles and Doubles champion, 
Linda Gates (1981), who was at Stanford for 4 
years.  (Linda is in the SM County and BHS 
Athletic Halls of Fame.)  Roberta was director of 
the California CCS Individual Tennis 
Tournament for 10 years, PAL Chairperson for 
20 years, and CCS Representative.  She was 
inducted into the San Francisco State University 
Hall of Fame in 1992.  Roberta taught many 
other sports, as well as academic subjects, at 
BHS and was chosen Coach of the Year at 
BHS in 1992.  The list of her accomplishments 
goes on and on!  She and her husband, Arthur, 
raised a son and two foster daughters. 

Gary Goodrich, 1971, was a 4-year 
letterman in wrestling at BHS under the 
coaching of Jack King.  Mr. King said that Gary 
was the best wrestler he ever coached and that 
Gary was an extremely well polished wrestler 
with a great amount of technique.  In his junior 
year, he was co-captain of the team and the 
Mid-Peninsula League Champion 168 lb. 
wrestler.  He placed #2 in CCS.  Gary was 
captain of the team in his senior year and was 
undefeated that year.  He placed 1st in the Mid-
Peninsula League, but was injured and was 
unable to participate in the CCS and State 
Tournament.  He also lettered in freshman 
football and participated in shot put at BHS.  
Gary went on to Skyline College where he 
wrestled and went to the State Finals.  He is in 
the Skyline Sports Hall of Fame.  He graduated 
from Cal Poly, is married, and has 3 sons.  He 
is the assistant wrestling Coach at Irvington 
High School. 

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
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Peter Diepenbrock, 1982, was a 4-sport 
letterman in basketball, baseball, tennis and 
cross-country.  In his freshman year, Peter was 
frosh-soph first-team All-League in basketball 
and the team’s MVP.  During his sophomore 
year, he was on the cross-country team, the 
frosh-soph basketball League Champion team, 
the first-team All-League, and was the team’s 
MVP.  He joined the varsity basketball team in 
his junior year and was the BHS team’s MVP 
and Junior Athlete of the Year.  In his senior 
year, he was first team All-League in basketball, 
first team All-County, first team All-Northern 
California and the BHS basketball team’s MVP.  
He went on to Menlo College and was All-
League in basketball as a sophomore.  He 
received his degree at UCLA.  Peter coached 
the Women’s National Basketball Team in 
Denmark and was assistant basketball coach at 
UC Davis.  He is currently a teacher/coach at 
Palo Alto High School and this year he led his 
basketball team to a State Championship.   

Steve Bortolin, 1984, was an 
outstanding athlete during his four years at 
BHS.  He lettered in football, soccer, and 
baseball in his last three years and won many 
titles.  He was Sophomore Athlete of the Year, 
received the Frosh-Soph Coaches Award, and 
was the frosh-soph soccer team’s MVP.  In 
1982, he was the Soccer Championship goalie 
and MVP for the varsity football team.  He was 
chosen Outstanding Athlete in his junior and 
senior years.  Steve played in the North-South 
Boys Club All-Star game in 1983.  After 
graduation, he attended CSM and received the 
Special Team Award in football.  He and his 
wife now reside in Oregon where he works as a 
foreman for a major plumbing company.  He 
joins his sister Corinne Bortolin Armstrong 
(1987) in the BHS Athletic Hall of Fame.  

 

 
In order to be considered for the 

Fall/Winter 2007 Panther Postscript, letters and 
announcements must be received before Sept 
15, 2007. Items may be submitted to BHS 
Alumni Assoc, One Mangini Way, Burlingame, 
CA 94010 or PantherPostscripts@comcast.net. 

 

 
This is a list of those who have 

joined since the last issue of Panther 
Postscripts. 

 
1945/1987 – Anelma Larson Lyerla 
1931 - Irene Christensen Harmon 
1941 - George E. Cator 
1942 - Hans Larsen 
1943 - Marilyn Donaldson Winkler 
1943 - Daniel “Dan” Hale 
1945 - Ralph A. Champlin 
1945 - Betty Innis Viera- 
1947 - Florence Bower Kellner 
1948 - Henry “William” General 
1948 - Jeanne Cooney Schob 
1949 - Nancy Montoya Boling 
1949 - Carol Molinari Richardson-Cole 
1950 - Robert J “Bob” Hamilton 

1950 - Gus Suhr 
1950 - Anna Kovaleff Peterson 
1951 - June Liss Levin 
1951 - Roy F. Pohlmann 
1952 - Sylvia Dickey Pera 
1952 - Joyce Davis Scarborough 
1953 - Donald W “Don” Kestler 
1953 - Carol Peterson Back 
1953 - Donna Givens Dougherty 
1953 - Carole Dickey Moeller 
1953 - Robert “Bob” Schoeplein 
1954 - Lelda Dickey Hills 
1956 - Barbara Thompson Chilla 
1956 - Heiko Fette 
1957 - Mary Lou Valinga Cawlfield 
1957 - Judith Warner O’Shea 
1957 - Claire Chesbro Deighton 
1957 - Ronald H. Ossenberg 
1958 - Sharon Burns Martin 
1958 - Michael J. Krieger 
1959 - Marilyn Ellis Cla 
1959 - Robin McRoskey Azevedo 
1959 - Allen B. Roe 
1960 - Thorton “T.C.” Bill 
1960 - Julie Johnston Haas 
1962 - Earl W. Frudenberg 
1965 - Denton R. Crotchett 
1966 - Dennis A. Gamlen 
1966 - Laura Nicolaides Johnson 
1967 - James R. Abelee 
1967 - Christopher A. Bolt 
1969 - Laurie S. Hedden 
1969 - Michael J. Maschmeier 
1969 - Eric Ben Bolt 
1970 - Geoffrey Bolt 
1972 - Denice Pierce Dunkerley 
1974 - Prudence Shepherd Pigott 
1975 - Nancy Huff Garrett 
1975 - Margaret Reynolds Van Cleve 
1975 - Pamela Romoli Bollen 
1980 - Craig W. Barnes 
1981 - Mary Ann Piana Chapman 
1987 - Michele Rodman Bilafer 
1999 - Sean Mullane 

 

 

When submitting the name of someone 
who has recently passed away, please 
give the date if possible. Thank you. 
 
Death Notices: 
1946 - 1990 Victor “Vic” Mangini 

Teacher/Coach/Vice Principal 02/07 
1925 - Irene Retzer Meyer 01/01 
1928 - Emmet B. Hayes 11/06 
1928 - Myna Brunton Hughes 01/07 
1929 - Ruth Ellen Piesczchek Ford 08/06 
1929 - Richard L. Head 02/07 
1930 - Clyde Aleck 12/06 
1930 - Albert Meyer II 02/01 
1932 - Graften C. Winstead 07/05 
1933 - Rosemary Peet Winstead 01/05 
1933 - Michael Macomber 01/02 
1934 - Marjorie Dakin Arkelian 12/06 
1934 - Wayne “Florin” Rhoads 08/06 

1935 - Jeannette Jennings Mathers 09/06 
1938 - Edwin Johnson no date given 
1938 - Dorothy Wheeler Ortman 12/06 
1939 - Ona Lea Hall Mitvalsky 09/06 
1940 - Luana Gendotti Croft 12/06 
1940 - Richard Owens 04/03 
1941 - Jeanette Peters Guerin 06/06 
1941 - Miriam Dwan Hoffman 09/06 
1941 - Elizabeth “Betty” Sanders Doyle 
 02/07 
1943 - George A. Pomeroy 06/06 
1943 - Richard L. Stanger 1986 
1943 - David Terry 12/02 
1944 - Corinne “Corky” Stewart Riley 12/05 
1945 - Robert H. Leavitt, Sr. 04/06 
1945 - Neil McKelvie 06/06 
1946 - Gordon Cline 12/06 
1946 - Elrene Stang Kuenzli 02/07 
1947 - John “Jack” Wilkins 05/05 
1952 - Patricia “Pat” Whitney Wright 10/06 
1953 - Joseph “Joe” C. Cairati 01/98 
1953 - Dolores Spencer Cardott 10/08 
1954 - Donald H. “Don” Fritts 05/06 
1954 - Gregory “Greg” Jensen 12/06 
1954 - Albert Meyer III 05/02 
1955 - Mary Anne Ring Adams 02/07 
1955 - Vivian Wik Nicolet 09/06 
1955 - Una Marlene Givens Scally 02/06 
1959 - Jonathan S. Macy 11/06 
1959 - Sunny Sue Faust Nishkian 08/06 
1962 - Arlene Lamanet Adams *** 
1962 - Carol Schmitz Marciel **** 
1964 - Corrine Bostrom Trigg 07/06 
1968 - Patricia McAtee Stewart 10/06 
1970 - Gregory C. Scott 02/07 
1974 - Debbie Shields Dangreau 04/05 
1975 - Kevin J. Freethy 08/06 
1977 - Burt Lewis Shields 04/05 
Teacher - David J. Madruga 10/06 
*** No date given 
 

 
1937 - Elizabeth “Betty” Crockett 
Fitzgerald 
1948 - Polly Hoover Taylor 
1958 - Jo-Ellen Ellis - In Memory of Dick & 

Angie Dunbar 
1958 - Jo-Ellen Ellis - In Memory of Victor 

Mangini 
1958 - Michael Krieger 
 

Mark Your Calendar 

Life Memberships 

In Memoriam 

Donations 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to 
Barbara Behrendt Benjamin ’36 and 
Roger Battaion ’68 who donated their 
yearbooks to the Alumni Association. 
These books have been used several 
times and we are grateful to have them. 
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The Alumni Association is looking for 

yearbooks from every graduation year. Now 
that construction is completed at BHS, the 
Alumni Association has a special room at the 
school and we would like to establish a library 
of old yearbooks. 

If you no longer want your yearbooks and 
would like to donate them to the BHS Alumni 
Association, please write to Jo-Ellen Arnaudo 
Ellis at Burlingame High School or at 
BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com   Thank  you. 

 
The City of Burlingame will be 100 years 

old on June 7, 2008.  The Centennial 
Committee is planning a full year of events to 
celebrate Burlingame’s birthday.  On June 2, 
2007 the City will kick-off the celebration with a 
hometown parade.  Your Alumni Association 
will be participating in the parade with 
“hopefully” an alumni band and a float.  After 
the parade there will be a barbecue and an old-
fashioned baseball game in Washington Park.  
In October 2007, there will be a citywide picnic 
and a scavenger hunt. The celebration 
continues in January and February 2008 with a 
variety show at Burlingame High School and an 
historical fashion show at Kohl Mansion. 
Historical landmark bus and walking tours of the 
City will take place in March and April 2008.  
The month of June 2008 brings us to the 
Centennial Ball, which will be held at the Hyatt 
Hotel.  This gala event will climax with a 
fireworks display by the Bay.  Make plans to 
attend some or all of these events. 

 

 
If you are a former BHS band member 

and would like to participate in the Burlingame 
Centennial parade as a member of the alumni 
band please contact Mike McQueen (650) 591-
3194 or e-mail the Alumni Association at 
BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com.  We need ALL of 
you!! 
 

 
The Class of 1947 is planning its 60th 

reunion on the weekend of Sept 15th.  Dinner 
will be at Dominic’s at the Poplar Creek Golf 
Course in San Mateo. Contact Cliff Donley at 
(650) 349-5290 for additional information.  

The Class of ’56’s reunion committee 
wishes to thank all those who attended the 
recent 50th reunion and remind everyone to 
keep their contact information up-to-date by 
submitting changes to Norman K. Swope at 154 
Walter Hays Driver, Palo Alto, CA 94303 or 
jksnks@flash.net or call him at (650) 856-6972. 
Here are just a few of the many highlights 
included in Norman’s reunion recap: Of the 208 
people attending 146 chose filet mignon; Jane 
Tharp Ruona has visited 68 countries; Jerry 

Beaumont has 10 children; and Don Kendall 
traveled 2,685 miles to attend.   

Burlingame High School’s Class Of 
1957 will be celebrating their 50th Reunion 
October 13, 2007 at Dominic’s Restaurant at 
Poplar Creek, 1700 Coyote Point Drive, San 
Mateo. If you are interested in participating in 
the planning of this event or need for more 
information, please contact: A.V. Skip Clumeck: 
707-769-8595 or email him: 
Clumeck@Comcast.net, Carole McCubbin 
Courshon at: ReunionBHS1957@rcn.com or 
Jeanne Klose Bosschart at 650-347-1876.  

The Class of 1977 is planning their 30th 
reunion on July 28, 2007 at the Hyatt in 
Burlingame.  The committee has decided to 
invite the Class of 1976 because they did not 
have a 30-year reunion.  The cost has not yet 
been decided but it will start at 6PM.  If you 
have any questions or need to update contact 
information for the mailing list, please contact 
Howard Posnick (650) 593-6504 or Amy Feiner 
(650) 558-0568. 

 
 

The BHS Alumni Assoc. 
was presented with a 
treasure trove of film 
clips from the 30’s, 40’s 
and 50’s.  These 
unedited film clips have 
been assembled into 
VHS and DVD format by 

decade.  Football and baseball dominate all 
decades. To order yours, please submit the 
form on page 6 of this newsletter. 

In the 30’s Burlingame offered classes in 
Floriculture complete with cold frames, 
greenhouses, and compost piles.  Also included 
were classes on building radios and airplane 
models. Football was played in an open field 
with the “freeway” in the background. The men 
wore three-piece suits and the woman wore 
hats and gloves to school. Students were quite 
serious.  Aprons and toques were worn by all 
students in the cooking classes. The guys 
seemed to do a lot of looking around checking 
out each other’s food creations. 

The 40’s brought glamour girls with high 
fashion hairstyles and jewelry to complete every 
outfit. The girls seemed to dominate these film 
clips in fashion shows, swimming, hockey, art 
classes and cooking classes. One day they 
were caught sidestepping from lockers to 
showers in big towels. The guys are seen 
playing tennis in long white pants and sweaters. 
At the prom, couples dance cheek-to-cheek. 
The highlights of the Nov 22, 1945 Little-Big 
Game aren’t to be missed. Maybe you 
remember a Senior Dress-up Day with a 
Mummy Case, or the strongman or the 
headless woman or the China Relief Rickshaw. 

The 50’s brought cars, cars and more 
cars. Sports (“Beat Merced”), cheerleaders and 
enthusiastic stadium dwellers at several Little-
Big games, Senior Dress-up Days and lots 
more provide nearly an hour of entertainment. 
While the guys showed us their muscles, the 
girls were taking aim in their archery and 
hockey classes. Mermaids, dancing beer cans, 
Indian maidens, and harem dancers are a few 
of the creative ideas that appear at the 
Senior Dress-up Days.  

 

 

Blanche’s Corner 

Alumni Update 

 
 

Blanche Dibelka Duffey 

 

 

30s  Harry Miller ‘30 is looking for fellow 

classmates. You may contact him at 2650 
Saklan Indian Dr #3, Walnut Creek, CA 94595-
3050. He informs us that at the age of 93 he is 
still going strong and continues to play golf 
twice a week.  December 2005 brought him a 
great granddaughter.  She was named after his 
wife, Gabrielle, who died in 2004.  His 
resolution for 2007 is to visit BHS.  

Robert V. Ohlson ’35 says that 
whenever the Panther Postscripts arrives he is 
reminded that his dad, science teacher, David 
Ohlson, was the school photographer from 
1928 until 1948 when he passed away.  The 
pictures of teams and clubs were taken with his 
Graflex.  Following graduation from BHS Robert 
went to SMJC then on to UC Berkeley where he 
got his BA and MB as well as his teaching 
credential.  In 1942 he enlisted at Moffett Field 
and served in the U.S. Army Finance Corp until 
1946.  He continued in the Army Reserve for 24 
years and retired as a Lt. Colonel.  He and his 
wife, Jean have three daughters all BHS grads; 
Barbara Condon ’62, Kathleen Hartzell ’67 
and Tori Parks ’75.  They live in Redding now 
and are close to Barbara and Tori “who help us 
“oldies” in many ways”. 

William “Bill” Sheehan ’34 says: 
“Thanks for the Postscripts.  I enjoy them very 
much.  They bring back many pleasant 
memories.” 

Fern Schmitz, wife of Joseph Schmitz 
’37 wrote, “I am inquiring if there might be a 
reunion planned for the class of 1937.”  In the 
past, she attended reunions with her husband 
and would like to be included if one is being 
planned.  Also she would like to hear from any 
1937 BHS grads who would like to write to her.  
You can send letters to her c/o BHS Alumni 
Association, 1 Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 
94010. 

Richard Moore Lloyd ’38 asks:  “Is 
anyone from the ’38 class considering a 70th 
reunion in 2008?  I was sorry to read that Thor 
Johnson passed.  I had lost track.” 

Jean Watts Enos ’38 tells us she enjoys 
the memories that Panther Postscripts bring 
back and thinks its nice that so many keep in 
touch. 

Merle Turner Ruzic ’35 would love to 
hear from any of her ’31 –’35 classmates.  She 
writes that she is a widow. Her husband, Frank 
Thomas Ruzic, was a VP at the Bank of 
America where he was employed for 47 years.  
They have a daughter who is a D.V.M. Merle 
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walks a mile a day and her health is excellent.  
She would love to live closer to Burlingame but 
stays in Vacaville for the country atmosphere.  
She can be reached at (707) 447-0597. 

Elizabeth “Betty” Crockett Fitzgerald 
’37 asks if there is a class reunion in the near 
future.  If there is nothing on the horizon she 
suggests that her fellow classmates write to the 
Alumni Association with their contact 
information so they can re-unite themselves via 
letters and phone calls. She has kept in touch 
with Lora Wood Dauterman ‘37. Lora hears 
from Marie Jacobs Coffman ‘37 who currently 
lives in New York.  She is also in touch with Dot 
Swanson ‘37 Bernice Costa Wade ‘37 Betty 
recognized her brother, Charles ’41, in the 
team photo in the last Postscripts.  Charlie was 
killed Oct 1944 when his B-17 Bomber crashed 
in New Mexico on routine check-up.   
 

40s  

 
110 Basketball Team  

Photo taken November 10, 1939 by David Ohlson 
(Submitted by A. J. Doyle, Jr.) 

 
Back row:  Bob “Murph” Broderick (Varsity player who helped 
coach),  Bob Ashe (6/43), Gary Story, Sterling Madden,  
“Unknown” Team Manager, Coach Lee Lancaster  Center row:  
“Unknown” Team Manager, Jackson Wood (6/43), Rolph 
Folsom, Floyd McFarland (6/43), Unknown Johnson, Don 
Roberts (1/43)  Front row:  Joe O’Malley (6/43) Frenchy Pretieu, 
Don Manumm, Hugh Fischer (6/42), Byron Van Alstyre 

 
Adele Stewart Mottershead ’43 reports 

that she and Thomas Mottershead ’43 have 
been married for 61 years and have four 
children.  All live in Oregon.  Her sister 
Corinne “Corky” Stewart Riley ’44 died 
December 19, 2005 in California. 

Dan Hale ’43 wrote following his 
induction into the Athletic Hall of Fame thanking 
us for the honor and privilege of being a part of 
the history of the BHS athletics.  The day will be 
long remembered.  He was reminded of an old 
adage “the older you are the better you were”.  
He said his son and grandson “could not 
believe the old man had it in him”. 

David Terry ’43 died December 28, 
2002.  In 1943, he joined the Army Air Corps 
and flew 32 combat missions in a B-24 ball 
turret in the European Theater during World 
War II.  After, David managed Montgomery 
Ward stores.  He and Phyllis Jensen ’44 
married in 1946.  They have two children, 
Phyllis Belcher and David Terry. 

Robert “Bob” Kane ’44 after his 
induction into the Athletic hall of Fame thanked 
the Alumni Association for the honor which 
enhanced his life-long bond with BHS.  He 
further stated: “I have always believed that, 
family excepted, my years at BHS had the 
greatest influence on my formation as a citizen 
and I shall be eternally grateful for that. 

Colette Stirm Gwinn ’45 reports that in 
June 2007, she and her husband, Bill Gwinn, 

will celebrate their 56th wedding anniversary.  
They now live in Banning, CA. 

Anelma June Larson Lyerla ’45 writes:  
“June 1945 was the year I should have 
graduated, but I didn’t earn my diploma until 
1987, when I applied to adult school, at age 60.  
I was informed that Burlingame High did not 
have P.E. classes for adults.  Fortunately one of 
our daughters, Jerrillyn, was teaching P.E. in 
Visalia, so I fulfilled my P.E. requirement 
through her.  Tough Teacher!  I lost 25 pounds!” 

 

50s  Marcelle “Marty” Hurley Roise ’52 

wrote to tell us that her classmate Patricia 
“Pat” Whitney Wright ’52 passed away in 
October 2006.  Pat was a 3rd generation 
Californian.  With the exception of a brief time in 
Mammoth, CA, Pat spent her entire life in the 
Bay Area, with her final years in San Carlos.  
She is survived by her brother, Jim Whitney 
’49, who is a BHS Athletic Hall of Famer.  At 
Pat’s request there was no memorial service, 
but her 1952 classmates had a mini memorial to 
celebrate their friend.  This included Jill 
Gellerman Opperud, Yvonne Kirby Winkler, 
Joan Schefsky Feldman, Winnie Lumbert 
Galatolo, and Marty Hurley Roise. 

Patricia “Pat” Marr Baughman ’53 
writes:  “I graduated in 1953, married in 1954, 
moved to Cupertino in 1959 and raised two 
children.  I became a widow in 1993 and retired 
after 30 years as a school secretary in the 
Cupertino Union School District.  I now work 
part-time for the Cupertino Education 
Association and enjoy family activities and 
traveling.”  She reports that Dolores Spencer 
Cardott ’53 passed away in Arizona on October 
9, 2006, after dealing with Alzheimer's and a 
broken hip.  Dee resided in Cupertino for 45 
years raising two sons, John and Gregory after 
the early death of her husband, Neil, in 1963.  

Joni Odell Leavitt ’52 recently wrote to 
tell us that after many moves around the 
country she and her husband, Bill Leavitt ’50 
settled in Dallas, Texas in the 70’s and find it to 
be the “second best place” to live.  They return 
to the Bay Area to visit friends as often as 
possible.  Their three “children” live in Florida, 
Kentucky and Dallas.  They have five wonderful 
grandchildren.  Bill’s brother, Bob, passed away 
in 2006.  Her brothers, Rusty Mayer ’42 lives in 
Eugene, OR and Budd Odell ’54 lives in 
Westport, CT. Joni and Bill celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in 2005.  She recalls how 
they met when she was a sophomore in Miss 
Maple’s sewing class. He was Student Body 
president and along with other senior guys he 
participated in the finale of the fashion show.  
“Three years later we re-met at a youth swim 
party and that began a wonderful life!”   

As noted in the Memorial column Greg 
Jensen ’54 died late December 2006, on his 
71st birthday.  His two sisters survive him.  
While at BHS, Greg in track and football.  After 
graduation, he joined the USMC and was 
stationed with the lst Marine Division in Camp 
Pendleton.  He was injured in a traffic accident 
that paralyzed him from the waist down.  He 
returned to Burlingame, graduated from College 
of San Mateo and SF State and later became 
an attorney.  Greg was elevated to Judge in the 
Superior Court and eventually retired to Aptos. 

Karen Cairati wrote to share memories of 
her husband, Joe Cairati ’53. Joe was a 
member of the football team who magically 
transformed into a trumpet player to join the 

BHS band at halftime.  He performed a solo in 
the 1952 Christmas program that they had often 
wished had been recorded.  Joe also played 
baseball and was known for his homeruns - 
expected by his teammates and dreaded by the 
opponents.  His love of baseball continued all 
his life as he continued to participate as player, 
coach, manager and sponsor of teams from 
PeeWee’s to more than 30 groups in the Bay 
Area, Cucamonga, and Upland, CA.  His love of 
the game carries on in all our children and 
grandchildren. 

Claire Chesbro Deighton ’57 writes:  
“2007 is a year of celebrations and adventures; 
50 years since high school graduation; 45 years 
married to Don; three wonderful daughters and 
sons-in-law living near us; two grandsons, 12 
and 3 years old and two granddaughters, 9 and 
15 years old; and eight years of retirement and 
good health which allow us to travel the world.  
This year we travel to Greece, Egypt and 
Turkey.  We also participate in Young Life and 
help prepare the famous Malibu camp on the 
Princess Louisa Inlet in British Columbia for 
summer teenage campers.  I now know how to 
make up 350 bunk beds! Young Life definitely 
keeps us young!  Looking forward to reliving the 
memories of BHS in October at the 50th 
reunion.” 

 

60s  Diane Levin Rauchwerger ’60 recently 

celebrated the publication of her latest in a 
series of dinosaur stories, Dinosaur on Shabbat 
in the spring of 2006 and is already in its 
second printing.  The series, published by Kar-
Ben Publishing includes Dinosaur on Hanukkah 
and Dinosaur on Passover.  Diane has a BS 
degree from Cal Poly and her Master of Library 
Science from San Jose State.  She has been a 
children’s librarian for the Sunnyvale Public 
Library and since 1990 she has been a 
synagogue librarian for Congregation Beth Am. 

Anthony Costa ’61 writes:  “I just bought 
a 1937 Cord that was sold new in S.F and 
resided in Burlingame in Mr. Fink's garage in 
the early '70's.  Tiny world, isn't it?” 

Terry R. Horn ’67 asks - “Can you think 
of another BHS father-son coaching duo who 
have coached either at the same time or 
separately?”  Both Ian Horn 2005 and Terry 
Horn ’67 coach aquatics for BHS.  Last fall Ian 
coached the JV water polo team and for the last 
two years I coached the Frosh-Soph swim 
team.  Terry is proud that last year his boys 
were undefeated and won the PAL league 
championship. Ian is physics major in his 
second year at UC Santa Cruz and has been on 
the UCSC swim team and on the water polo 
team.  Ian’s brother, Greg, is a also physics 
major at USCS. Terry and his wife, Libbie, are 
active in Masters swimming with the Burlingame 
Aquatic Club and the San Francisco Dolphin 
Club. 

 

70s  Denice “Denny” Pierce Dunkerley ’72 

sent a note to say she is back in the US!  She 
had been in the Ukraine since Sept 2004 
teaching English to Ukrainian students with the 
Peace Corps. She says it feels good to back but 
serving in the Peace Corps was one of the most 
interesting experiences of my life.   
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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME MEMBERS INDUCTED NOV 2007 
 

 
 

L to R: Dan Hale ’43, Robert Kane ’44, John Treu ’52, Ted Treu ’55, Jesse Undlin ’55, Roberta Alpers (teacher/coach),  
Gary Goodrich ’71, Peter Diepenbrock ’82, Family of Charles “Bud” Finger, and missing Steve Bortolin ’84 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VHS tapes and DVD discs showing activities of the 30s, 40s, and 50s are available.  Make checks payable to BHS 
Alumni Association and mail to One Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010.   
 

VHS $10 each Life Members 

$15 each non-members 

DVD $20 each Life Members 

$25 each non-members 

 

 30s      

40’s     

50s     

 30s    6 available  

40’s   4 available  

50s SOLD OUT  

 

Name     Maiden Name   

Address    City   St.   Zip    

Years at BHS    Phone    email    
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Burlingame High School Blankets 
 

The BHS Blanket that was shown in the last issue of Panther Postscripts was an overwhelming success with the graduates. We 
were deluged by your response and shortly thereafter were sold out. Several alums had to wait 2-3 weeks before our new 
shipment arrived. We are now caught up and hope you would like to purchase this beautiful blanket for yourself or others. The 
price is $40.00 for Life Members and $45.00 for regular members of the Alumni Association. A $5.00 postage and handling fee 
will be added for shipping each blanket.  

 
BURLINGAME BLANKET 

 
Make checks payable to BHS Alumni Assoc.  
Mail to One Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010 
 
Name   

Maiden Name   

Address   

City State  Zip   

Phone/   email   

Send me                blanket(s) @ $45 + $5.00 postage. 
 
Send me                blanket(s) @ $40 + $5.00 postage (Life Member Price) 
 
  I prefer to pick-up the blanket(s). For pick-up information, call Mike 
 McQueen at (650)591-3194 or E-mail BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com 
 

Panther Postscripts 
EDITOR: Judy Falk Chiasson 

BHS Alumni Historian; Blanche Dibelka Duffey 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: Kiki Arnaudo ’59,
Bill Bardet ’41, Tom Chase’57, Judy Falk
Chiasson ‘59, Peter Cleaveland ’58, Bob Cissna,
Naomi Ziff Cissna ’51, Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis ’58,
Valerie Peterson Fick ’58, Ted Glasgow ’53,
Arlene Borelli Hipsher ’55, Carl Kuhe ’48, Jan
Cohn Martin ’49, Mike McQueen ’53, Doc
Scheppler ’34, Suzanne Stebenne Sullivan ’53,
Sandy Singer Waterman ’53, Dennis Zell ’86 
 
The BHS Newsletter Panther Postscripts is
published semi-annually in the spring/summer and
fall/winter by the non-profit BHS Alumni
Association. Yearly dues are $15 payable in
January or $100 for Life Membership. Payment
and editorial correspondences should be mailed to
BHS Alumni Association, One Mangini Way,
Burlingame, CA 94010. 
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BHS Alumni Association 

One Mangini Way 

Burlingame, CA 94010 

 

 
Spring/Summer 2007 

Alumni Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

BHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 PLEASE UPDATE MY MAILING ADDRESS 

 Enclosed is my/our check for membership dues, $15 per alum per year. 

 Enclosed is my/our check for Life Membership, $100 per alum. 

 Enclosed is my/our check Burlingame High School Endowment Fund (tax deductible). 

 Enclosed is my/our check the Burlingame High School Athletic Hall of Fame Memorabilia Room (tax deductible). 

 I DO NOT wish to receive Panther Postscripts or to be a member of the Alumni Association. 

 I have included the name and address of BHS alum who would like to receive Panther Postscripts 

 
PLEASE PRINT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

 

Name:    

 (first) (middle) (last) 

Maiden Name (if applicable)   Your BHS Class Year:              Jan or Jun 

 

Address:   Phone (     )    

 

City/State  St Zip Email address:    

 

Please check here if this is new address  

Attention:  We are updating our files.  Please check your 
mailing label and let us know if there are any errors.  
Send corrections to Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis c/o BHS 
Alumni Association, One Mangini Way, Burlingame, 
CA 94010 or email BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com  

Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Burlingame, CA 

Permit 88 


