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MESSAGE FROM 
ONTARIO VOLLEYBALL   
Since early March 2020, the world as we know it has changed dramatically. Many aspects 
of our day-to-day routine have been altered by COVID-19 and the sporting world has been 
turned upside down. The pandemic has impacted every one of us in Ontario.  

Ontario Volleyball has compiled this Return to Volleyball document, so referees have 
access to the information they require to safely get back on the court and are 
comfortable with their role in the gym. Unfortunately, we will be dealing with COVID-19 
for the foreseeable future and must get comfortable with being uncomfortable if we are 
to return to sport.  

This document addresses the needs of on-court referees, from membership information 
and referee guidelines to procedures for working matches.  This includes everything from 
the modified rules of the game and match protocols to greeting coaches before a game.  

Ontario Volleyball would like to thank our Referee Committee task force members for 
working with OVA to modify programming during the pandemic. They have been working 
diligently on modifying and bringing the Local Level certification course online as well as 
assisting on recruitment plans to focus on bringing more referees into the sport of 
volleyball as not all current members will be comfortable returning to the court once the 
pandemic is under control.  

We must have a flexible response to COVID-19 and we must remain adaptable as the 
COVID-19 protocols continue to evolve at all levels.  We will continue to work with our 
Members and Ontario Volleyball staff to ensure our referees are ready when our sport is 
ready.   

To remain up to date on all Ontario Volleyball Association Return to Play protocols, please 
visit: https://www.ontariovolleyball.org/ova-response-to-coronavirus  

Andrew Robb    Alishia Lidums     Kelvin Cheng 
Ontario Referee Chair  OVA Director of Operations  OVA Operations Lead 
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INTRODUCTION 
Ontario Volleyball staff and Referee Committee members have conducted a detailed 
review of the Ontario Volleyball Referee Program and the impact on how and when       
on-court referees would return to the sport as a result of COVID-19.  

From this review, the OVA Staff and Referee Team members have made a number of 
recommendations with regards to the 2020-21 season to meet the challenges of a return 
to volleyball in the COVID-19 environment.  

These recommendations include:  

• Adapting training requirements and methods for Level 1 (Local) certification for the 
2020-21 season 

• Reviewing playing rules related to COVID-19 and modifying the rules to mitigate the risk 
of transmitting the virus  

• Providing guidelines to assignors to limit the cohort of team’s referees will be 
interacting with  

• Providing modified match protocol rules for referees 

• Providing guidance on how to physically and mentally prepare for a return to the court  
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KEY  
CONSIDERATIONS  

As volleyball returns in Ontario, it will look very different in various regions including the 
role of the referee. As a result, the OVA Staff and Regional Referee Committee Chair has 
identified several key considerations for the 2020-21 season:  

• Volleyball may not start at the same time across the province.  

• The need to develop a different delivery format for Level 1 (Local) referee clinics for the 
future is required vs the traditional classroom-based model  

• Adoption of modified playing rules and match management protocols 

• COVID-19 safety protocol implications for referees must be identified  

• The needs for flexible and adaptable programming to meet the needs of the referees 

• Educating and supporting referees through online education and training is a must  
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS  
FOR THE 2020-21 SEASON 

If an indoor season does not occur for the 2020-21 season, all referees should remain 
active through engagement and learning opportunities through the Referee Engagement 
Centre.  

The OVA Referee Engagement Centre is an information hub and community forum for 
referees with important resources such:  

• OVA and VC Return to Play (RTP) documents 

• OVA and VC rule and match protocol modification documents 

• Technical resources 

• VC and OVA policies  

• Video reviews 

• Access to online webinar series 

• Training videos 

• A community forum chat board  

• E-activities for continued learning on the Foundations of Volleyball, Decision Making for 
Volleyball Referees, and Skill Interaction for Volleyball Referees

• Access the Rules R Leaderboard 

We encourage all referees to visit and explore the site regularly for new information 
pertinent to refereeing in the OVA and for aiding in a safe return to volleyball during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

All registered OVA referees have free access to the Referee Engagement Centre.  Please 
visit https://ovarefereeacademy.com/ontariovolleyball to access the platform.  If your 
email address has not yet been approved or if you have any questions regarding 
registration, please contact Kelvin Cheng kcheng@ontariovolleyball.org 
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MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION WITH THE OVA  
All referees are asked to hold off on registering for the 2020-21 season until the Ontario 
Volleyball Association has announced if there will be a season or not.  

If a referee would like to vote in the Regional Annual General Meeting (AGM) to become a 
delegate for the December OVA AGM, they only need to register as a Recreational Player 
at this time.  

Once a modified season is in place, and matches are in place for referees to officiate at, a 
referee is expected to register as the appropriate level I.e. Local Referee, Provincial 
Referee, Regional Referee, etc.  

If there is not modified season for the 2020-21 year, all referees are automatically granted 
a leave of absence and do not need to request one from their respective Regional Referee 
Chair to resume refereeing duties in the 2021-22 season.  

An update will be provided via the form of a direct email blast to all referees from the 
2019-20 season once a plan has been finalized with next steps.  
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GUIDELINES FOR 
REFEREES 
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1. OVERVIEW 

Ontario Volleyball has prepared the following guidelines for referees to assist in their 
planning for a safe return to a competitive sporting environment during the COVID-19 
Pandemic.   

While the focus of this document is aimed at referees, organizations planning to host a 
volleyball competition may find this information beneficial to ensure that referee safety is 
equally considered in their planning.  

For additional information, all participants are strongly encouraged to review the 
following supporting documentation as all OVA members must adhere to the Return to 
Volleyball Guidelines as a condition of membership:  

• Ontario Volleyball – Indoor Return to Play Guidelines – Version 2.0* 

• Volleyball Canada’s A Safe Return to Volleyball – General guidelines for participants and 
coaches to consider when returning to volleyball  

• The OVA Indoor Competition Regulations Rule Modifications for Covid-19 Risk 
Mitigation ** 

• The OVA’s Indoor Event Hosting Guidelines  

• Specific Volleyball Canada Regulations for return to volleyball  
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2. CONSIDERATIONS FOR WHEN IT IS SAFE TO 
RETURN TO COMPETITION 
• Local/Provincial government has authorized the hosting of events and is there a 

maximum number of participants that the host is adhering to as per government laws   

• Local/Provincial government authorized indoor events and team sport activities  

• Local/Provincial government permission for interprovincial transportation (if required/
expected)   

• The host organization has a return to sport plan, inclusive of referees  

• The facility implemented a safety plan and standards that adhere to the minimum safety 
guidelines released by the local/provincial government regulations  

• The facility established a comprehensive ingress and egress plan and conducts daily 
health screening   

• The host has identified the number of athletes, coaches & team staff, referees, 
chaperones, medical staff, facility staff and tournament administrators needed to 
successfully host the event  

✴There may be a need to limit the number of participants per team (athlete and 
team staff) to help stay within the maximum permitted gathering size number 
requirements from the Government of Ontario and for the facility you are using  

• Ensure all participants can travel to and from the facility safely 

• Ensure all participants can safely access accommodation and meals if required 

• Ensure the Host has completed the Club Risk Assessment and Mitigation tool and ranks 
as low or moderate risk for the event  

• Anyone participating in the event (athlete, volunteer, official, food handler etc.) to 
proactively and regularly check their health status (including taking their temperature, 
and monitoring for any symptoms) prior to the event and to not attend if they are ill. 
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3. GENERAL EVENT CONSIDERATIONS 
• All attendees must always wear a face mask at all times, including athletes while 

playing on the court  

• Ensure all event protocols are distributed to participants prior to arriving at the venue 
to ensure compliance with daily health screening, ingress and egress, spectator 
limitations, etc.  

• Establish clear protocols for the cleaning & sanitation of all contacted surfaces and 
equipment, such as: balls, scorecards, floors, nets, pads, antennae, tables, chairs, lines 
flags, floors, door handles etc. 

• Limit teams from “playing up” to keep the cohorts smaller  

• Establish documentation procedures for all cleaning and sanitation processes 

• Confirm controlled entry with the facility as main entry doors may be locked and this 
must be communicated to participants.  

• Designate a main entrance for the event where teams are required to check in prior to 
entering the gym to complete their daily health screening and daily tracking sheet for 
the event.  

• All teams should enter via the health screening entrance together.  All athletes, 
coaches, spectators that are entering the building for the duration of the event, will 
need to do so at the same time. Individuals will not be permitted to enter after a team 
has been checked in.  This is being done to expedite the team check in process.  

• Referees and event staff must complete their daily health screening and be recorded on 
the daily participant tracking sheet.  

• It is recommended that athletes come to the venue fully dressed and ready to play.  
Access to change-rooms will be limited or may not be available depending on facility 
rules.  

• Officiating: One referee will be provided for all age divisions in the Trillium to Select 
Level. Two referees will be provided for 16U-18U Premier events.  Teams must supply a 
scorekeeper, scoreboard operator, and a line judge. Teams should bring their own pens 
and pencils for scorekeeping.  
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• Encourage strict court time management by referees and appropriate match length 
scheduling to reduce the instance of courts getting behind schedule and contributing 
to crowds waiting by a court   

• The event schedule offers an appropriate amount of time to ensure the formation of 
court-side crowds does not occur if a match requires all sets to be played  

• The event schedule offers an appropriate amount of time to ensure cleaning and 
sanitation of all contacted surfaces can effectively occur between the conclusion of 
one match and the arrival of new teams/participants 

• Any organizer/club/coach/referee may remove a participant or spectator from the 
facility or from participation in the activities, programs or services at any time and for 
any reason if the organizer believes, in its sole discretion, that the participant is no 
longer in compliance with any of the standards described in this protocol. 

• Host must have a completed COVID-19 Response Plan created and ready to execute at 
the event if someone displays signs of COVID-19 or if someone from the event 
contracts COVID-19 and makes the host aware of the positive diagnosis. (Please see the 
Indoor Volleyball Return to Play – Version 2.0 Protocols for the template)  

• Chaperones watching the competition should not change sides during the match. 

• Chaperones, coaches and athletes should maintain 6 feet of distance from other 
participants when not competing during a match. 

• Ensure the formulation of referee nominations account for the needs of the host 
organization plus the needs of the referee  
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4. REFEREE NOMINATIONS 
In formulating referee nominations, the assignor:  

• Must be fully versed in the host organization’s policies 

• Must be fully versed in the host organization’s competition schedule 

• Must consider that referees will likely exist outside of a sport cohort concept and 
minimization of cross-over should be considered where possible 

• Should strive to maintain a balance of inclusion across all participating referees 

• Should not compromise on the necessity of adequate breaks for the referees  

5. COMPETITION PREPARATION 
• The referee should be prepared to arrive at the sport venue fully dressed in their 

uniform 

• The referee should be prepared to safely store all non-essential equipment in one 
clearly identifiable bag or container as a means of minimizing court-side belongings 

• The referee should ensure that they have a face mask – as it is always mandatory to 
wear it when indoors 

• The referee must bring a hand-held whistle electronic device as it is mandatory to use 
for OVA matches during the COVID-19 pandemic  

• To minimize communal points of contact, the referee should ensure that they have their 
own equipment strictly for their own personal use (i.e. pen for scoresheet) 
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• While the host organization is required to provide the sanitizing materials for 
equipment, the referee should ensure they have a personal supply of hand sanitizer as 
part of their own equipment 

• The referee should bring a personal water bottle with enough water to last for the 
match(es) to avoid using drinking fountains at the facility (and they may not be in use 
by the facility)  
 

6. PRE-MATCH GUIDELINES 
• The referee should try to maintain as much normalcy to their pre-match requirements 

where possible, while prioritizing the health and safety of themselves and all 
participants 

• The referee must wear a mask while completing all pre-match requirements 

• The referee must be familiar with and implement any modifications to protocols and/or 
Rules of the Game (see the OVA’s OVA Indoor Competition Regulations - Rule 
Modifications for Covid-19 Risk Mitigation) 

• Referees should verbally greet coaches as they generally do, but with physical 
distancing. No handshakes or deliberate contact is allowed. 

• When conducting the toss of the coin with the team captains, the referee must 
ensure no physical contact occurs and that physical distancing requirements of the 
participants is established and maintained. The losing team captain of the coin toss 
cannot request a side switch.  

• When performing any pre-match meetings with the referee corps (Scorer/Assistant 
Scorer, Line Judges, etc.), physical distancing requirements must be maintained, and 
all members of the referee corps must be wearing masks 

• The first referee requests the teams (the six starting players) to line up on the baseline, 
with each player spaced 2 meters apart. The first referee uses a whistle and a hand 
signal to direct the team members to enter the court and take up their positions. This 
applies to set one only. For all other sets, the teams will go directly onto the playing 
court 

14



 7. GUIDELINES DURING THE MATCH 
 
For a full breakdown of the modified rules and match protocols, please review the OVA 
Indoor Competitions Rules Modifications for Covid-19 Risk Mitigation. However,  

• The referee must always wear a mask and utilize and electronic hand whistle for the 
match(es) 

• The referee should try to maintain as much normalcy to their requirements during the 
match where possible, while prioritizing the health and safety of themselves and all 
participants 

• The referee must fully understand and apply any/all specific modifications to rules and 
guidelines as mandated by the host organization for their specific competition (Please 
see the OVA Indoor Competition Regulations - Rule Modifications for Covid-19 Risk 
Mitigation) 

• Hands should be washed prior to start of each match (referees can carry a small bottle 
of sanitizer with them) 

• In the case where a captain would like to ask a question regarding the application and/
or interpretation of a rule:  

I. The captain should request to approach the referee stand by raising their hand  

II. The referee must honour such request While at the referee stand, the captain 
must be very conscientious about not touching the equipment and maintaining 
physical distancing of 2 metres from both the referee and opposing team 
members  

III. The process should take no more time than is required for the captain to raise 
their concern and for the referee to answer the concern  

• In the case where the referee must call a participant to the referee stand for 
sanctioning:  
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I. The referee should request the participant in question to approach the referee 
stand but maintain physical distancing of 2 meters 

II. The referee should administer the corresponding sanction 

III. The participant must acknowledge the applied sanction 

IV. The process should take no more time than is required for the referee to 
complete the sanctioning process  

• In the case of a timeout, referees must allow the teams to stand on the court as well 
as off the court for the teams to maintain physical distancing efforts.  

• Teams must provide their own towels to wipe up any spilled water on the court and 
quickly secure those towels after each use.    

• In matches with use of line judges, line judges are not to used shared flags. They are to 
only use their hands to call the match.   

• During the match, the referee must ensure that teams are maintaining physical contact 
and are not deliberating physically touching one another. I.e. celebrations in mid-court, 
high fives, etc., and remind the players and coaches of this at any time.   

• At any time during the match, if the teams on the bench are not maintaining physical 
distancing, the referee must remind the teams to do so.   
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8. POST-MATCH GUIDELINES 
• At the conclusion of the match, the referees should move to the sideline nearest the 

positioning of the first referee 

• To ensure physical distancing is maintained, the first referee should position themselves 
on the A side of the court and the second referee should position themselves on the B 
side of the court 

• To ensure physical distancing is maintained, the line judges should position themselves 
behind their respective referee At the conclusion of the match, the referee and teams 
will follow the below protocol: 

The players who were just on the court will line up on the attack line, keeping 2 
meters of distance and facing the other side of the net  

The players that were on the bench will line up on the end line, 2 meters apart and 
face the other side.  

Once everyone one is lined up, players will wave at each other as a sign of respect.  

Players will go back to their seat, put their mask on, gather their belongings and 
exit the court  

At the end of a match, there is no handshake between players or referees  
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9. WHISTLE CHOICE AND USAGE 
• It is mandated by the OVA that all referees must use an electronic whistle throughout 

the COVID-19 pandemic. All referees assigned to OVA Indoor Friendly matches will be 
provided with an electronic whistle upon arrival at the event. 

• While using an electronic whistle, the referee must ensure that the lanyard is securely 
fastened to the wrist 

• While using an electronic whistle, the referee should let the whistle hang from their 
wrist while executing the corresponding signal sequence for a concluded rally 

10.REFEREE DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

• The Referee Development Team can continue to function with additional care and 
consideration of the event 

• The members of the Referee Development Team must fully understand and ensure 
referees apply any/all specific modifications to rules and guidelines as requested by 
the host organization for their specific competition 

• The members of the Referee Development Team should wear a mask at all times 

• The members of the Referee Development Team should adhere to physical distancing 
requirements at all times 

  

11. POTENTIAL RULE, GUIDELINE AND PROTOCOL 
VARIATIONS 
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• The referee must understand any specific variations to protocols, guidelines and/or 
rules as determined by the OVA  

• Any variation to the protocols, guidelines and/or rules does not permit other rules to 
be ignored or not to be applied 
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OVA  
INDOOR  
COMPETITION 
REGULATION 
RULE 
MODIFICATIONS 
FOR COVID-19 
RISK 
MITIGATION 
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, certain rules of the games must be modified to assist 
with risk mitigation and to limit the spread of COVID-19.   

It is the responsibility of every participant to understand the modifications of the rules for 
Ontario Volleyball.   

Examples of rules that may be impacted by return to sport requirements could include, 
but are not limited to Rule 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 15, 17, 18, 22, 27 and 29 of the Volleyball Canada 
Rulebook.  

For the 2020-21 season, the OVA will be following the below rule modifications   

RULE 4.1.1 
For the match, a team may consist of up to 12 players, plus:  

• Coaching staff: one coach, a maximum of two assistant coaches  

• Medical staff: one team therapist and one medical doctor  

ADJUSTMENT 
As per OVA Return to Play protocols, only 6 active players can be on each side of the 
court at any given time.  All players and coaching staff that are not on the court must 
maintain physical distancing while off the court and must always wear face masks. 

RULE 4.2.1 
The athletes not in play should either sit on their team bench or be in their warm-up area. 
The coach and other team members sit on the bench but may temporarily leave it. The 
benches for teams are located beside the scorer’s table, outside the free zone.  
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ADJUSTMENT 
In order to account for social distancing requirements, the physical composition of the 
team. 

bench may be altered by spacing of chairs, eliminating chairs/benches entirely and/or 
requiring participants to maintain physical distancing standards at all time by spacing 
chairs down the entire side-line.  If benches are used, tape should be used to indicate 
spots where people can sit.   If there isn’t enough space on the sideline, more chairs or 
marked benches can be installed on the other side of the court (on the referee side).   

Athletes must leave their bag and water bottle on their chair or on their spot on the 
bench to mitigate transmission risks. 

RULE 4.2.2    
Only the team composition members are permitted to sit on the bench during the match 
and to participate in the official warm-up session.  

ADJUSTMENT  

Following guidelines are also in place for team warm-ups during OVA events:   

• If possible, teams warm up on separate courts for running, dynamic stretches and 
peppering.   

• Both teams can do the hitting warm up on the game court in one of the following 
ways:  

‣ Split the team so half of the group hits while the other is retrieving balls. Switch 
halfway through the warmup   
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‣ Split the team but both groups hit at the same time on their half of the court 
(length wise). Athletes hit down the line to avoid hitting on each other. This 
is the international warm up  

‣ Teams can use the game court however they want as long as there aren’t more 
than 6 players per half court  

• Serving is done 6 players on each side serving at each other  

• The team that is not hitting is physically distanced off the court or on the other warm 
up court  

• Masks must be worn at all times during on court play. 

RULE 4.5.1B 
The referee shall permit the following:  

1) Shoulder, upper arm, thigh, or lower leg protective equipment if the material is 
padded so as not to create a danger for other players  

2) Knee braces if made by a reputable manufacturer and not dangerous to other players  

3) Protector for a broken nose even if made from a hard material  

4) Thermoplastic finger splints are permitted so long as they are free of sharp edges, 
do not protrude beyond the fingertips, and are secured to the digit or hand with tape 
or other wrapping 

5) Prosthetics so long as the prosthetic is covered/padded and does not pose and 
danger to himself/herself or other players.  
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ADJUSTMENT
The inclusion of face masks is a mandated requirement for all participants, including 
athletes during play on the court.  

RULE 5.1.1 
Prior to the match, the team captain signs the score sheet and represents his/her team in 
the toss.  

ADJUSTMENT 
If score sheets are being used, Team captains will verify the score sheet verbally prior to 
the match and must maintain physical distancing from the scorekeeper and other 
captain during this process. Additionally, the team captain must wear a face mask for the 
duration of the protocol.  The team captain does not need to sign the scoresheet but can 
verbally verify the roster.   

For the coin toss, the captains and referee will all maintain a physical distance of at least 
2m and are required to wear their face masks for the duration of the protocol. There will 
be no handshake after the coin toss 

RULE 5.1.3 
At the end of the match, the team captain:  

1. Thanks the referees and signs the score sheet to ratify the result  

2. May, when it has been notified in due time to the first referee, confirm and record on 
the score sheet an official protest regarding the referee’s application or interpretation 
of the Rules.  
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ADJUSTMENT 
 
If a scoresheet was used, Team Captains will verbally verify the scoresheet at the score 
table, one at a time to maintain physical distancing and must wear their mask during the 
process.    

In the event of an official protest where a written submission is required by the team 
captain, the team captain is required to complete said submission on a separate piece of 
paper that will be turned over to the referee upon completion. The protest will 
be attached to the scoresheet for review and decision by the respective organizing 
committee members.  

RULE 5.2.2 
Prior to the match, the coach records or checks the names and numbers of his/her 
players on the scoresheet team roster, and then signs it.  

ADJUSTMENT 
 
The coaches will place their signed roster on the score table prior to the 
match, one coach at a time to maintain physical distancing and will verbally confirm that 
their roster is correct on the score sheet.   

  

RULE 5.2.3 
DURING THE MATCH, the coach:   

5.2.3.1 prior to each set, gives the second referee or the scorer the line-up sheet(s) duly 
filled in and signed.  

25



ADJUSTMENT 
 
Prior to each set, places the lineup sheet on the score table for the scorer to ensure the 
scoresheet is updated for each set.  The coach must always wear his/her face mask and 
maintain at least 2m of distance from the scorer.   

If a scoresheet is not being utilized, the coaches still must place their lineup sheets on the 
score table for the referee to utilize.   

RULE 7.1 
Before the match the first referee carries out a toss to decide upon the first service and 
the sides of the court in the first set. If a deciding set is to be played, a new toss will be 
carried out.  

ADJUSTMENT 
Physical distancing standards and eliminating all points of contact between the 
participants will be a requirement. The wearing of facial masks is a mandated 
requirement for players and the referee during the coin toss.   

The Team Captain that loses the Coin Toss cannot request a side switch.      

RULE 7.3.2 
Before the start of each set, the coach has to present the starting line-up of his/her team 
on a line-up sheet or via the electronic device, if used. The sheet is submitted, duly filled 
in and signed, to the second referee or the scorer – or electronically sent directly to the e-
scorer.   
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ADJUSTMENT 
 
Prior to each set, places the lineup sheet on the score table for the scorer to ensure the 
scoresheet is updated for each set.  The coach must always wear his/her face mask and 
maintain at least 2m of distance from the scorer.   

If a scoresheet is not being used, the coaches still must place their line-ups on the score 
table for the referees to utilize.   

RULE 15.4.4 
During all time-outs (including technical time-outs), the players in play must go to the free 
zone near their bench.  

ADJUSTMENT 
If physical distancing is required at all times when not in play, in order to accommodate 
the necessary space requirements, the participants may have to stand within the playing 
court. If water is introduced to the players on the playing court, the team is responsible 
for the quick and timely cleaning of the court to prevent any delay in the normal 
resumption of play at the conclusion of the time out by using their own towel.  

RULE 15.10.1 
Substitution must be carried out within the substitution zone.  

ADJUSTMENT 
The player coming off the court exits from along the net side.  The player entering the 
court enters from the attack line (3m away from the exiting player) to maintain physical 
distancing.   
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RULE 15.10.4  
If a team intends to make simultaneously more than one substitution, all substitute 
players must enter the substitution zone at the same time to be considered in the same 
request. In this case, substitutions must be made in succession, one pair of players after 
another. If one is illegal, the legal one(s) is/are granted and the illegal is rejected and 
subject to a delay sanction.  

ADJUSTMENT
The players coming off the court exits from along the net side, one in front of the 
other. The player entering the court enters from the attack line with one in front of the 
other. During the double substitution, the next player to enter waits 2m behind the first 
player to enter and the next player to exit waits 2 meters behind the first player that is 
exiting.   

RULE 17.4 
Referees must allow time for the wiping of the floor should it become too wet or slippery 
to play on. Towels should be placed on either side of the court. Once a proper request 
has been made and acknowledged by the referees, the players may take and use freely, 
either towel, to wipe the floor.  

Players may also carry their own ‘small’ towel for this purpose.  

In such cases where wiping of the floor is considered unnecessary after a request has 
been made or should the action of wiping be deliberately delayed, a delay of game 
sanction may be imposed.  

Should quick moppers be available, they will perform the above tasks under the 
supervision of the referees.  
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ADJUSTMENT 
 
To eliminate communal contact surfaces, each team will be responsible for the provision 
of a towel that can be used to wipe their own court. Prior to the towel being introduced, 
the team is still required to make a proper request and receive acknowledgement from 
the referees.  

RULE 18.2 
After each set, the teams change courts, with the exception of the deciding set. In the 
deciding set, once the leading team reaches 8 points, the teams change courts without 
delay and the player position remain the same. If the change is not made once the 
leading team reaches 8 points, it will take place as soon as the error is noticed. The score 
at the time that the change is made remains the same.  

ADJUSTMENT 
 
As a means of eliminating shared surfaces and communal points of contact, a change of 
court may not occur at any time during the match.  

19.3.2 LIBERO REPLACEMENTS 
19.3.2.7 The Libero and the replacing player may only enter or leave the court through the 
"Libero Replacement Zone".  

ADJUSTMENT 
The libero coming off the court must be 2m away from the player entering the court and 
vice versa. No deliberate contact can take place during the exchange (i.e. high fives).  
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RULE 22.1 
The refereeing corps for a match is composed of the following:  

• The first referee  

• The second referee  

• The scorer  

• Four (two) line judges  

• For competitions using the Libero rule, an assistant scorer is necessary to monitor 
that the Libero replacement is legal.  

  

ADJUSTMENT
As a means of limiting the number of participants in the competition control area, each 
team must provide a lines-person and scorekeeper.  If these positions are filled by a 
player, they can be subbed in and out of the match. If this action takes place, the 
team will need to provide another player to fulfil the lines person or score keeper duties.   

The lines-person and scorekeeper must always wear their masks and maintain physical 
distancing.   

RULE 23.3 
At the end of the match, the first referee checks the score sheet and signs it.   

ADJUSTMENT 
 
At the end of the match, the first referee must be wearing their mask and maintain at least 
2m of space between the scorer, coaches and team captains while performing their 
duties.   
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RULE 27.2.1 
The line judges perform their function by using flags to signal.  

ADJUSTMENT
The use of the flag will not be included to eliminate unnecessary contact surfaces. In this 
case, the line judge would make the corresponding signal by using the hand(s)/arm(s).  

  

RULE 25.1 & 26.1. 
THE SCORER AND ASSISTANT SCORER LOCATIONS 

25.1 - The scorer performs his/her functions seated at the scorer's table on the opposite 
side of the court from and facing the 1st referee.  

26.1 - The assistant scorer performs his/her functions seated beside the scorer at the 
scorer’s table.  

ADJUSTMENT 
  
The scorer and assistant scorer will be seated at least 2 meters apart to perform their 
duties at the score table. Additionally, two tables may be used to separate the scorer and 
assistant scorer to complete their duties.   
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RULE 29.2 
All team uniforms soiled with blood must be either replaced or cleaned prior to the 
blood-injury athlete resuming the competition. Uniforms are to be cleaned until the stain 
is completely removed.  

RULE 29.2.1 
If a replacement uniform is not available, a player with a jersey soiled with blood would 
be allowed to wear a different numbered jersey or to change jerseys with a player on the 
bench. The referee would change the number(s) of the player(s) involved on the 
scoresheet.  

  

ADJUSTMENT 
 
As a means of eliminating any unnecessary contact surfaces or shared points of contact, 
the changing of a uniform with another player should not be considered under any 
circumstance.  

The use of an extra uniform with a unique number that is not associated with any player 
on the verified roster would remain as the appropriate option, however a warmup t-shirt 
will also suffice.  
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GAME PROCEDURES  

BEFORE THE START OF THE MATCH – SECTION A7  
The first referee requests the teams (the six starting players) to line up on the baseline, 
with each player spaced 2 meters apart. The first referee uses a whistle and a hand signal 
to direct the team members to enter the court and take up their positions. This applies to 
set one only. For all other sets, the teams will go directly onto the playing court  

ADJUSTMENT 
BEFORE THE START OF THE MATCH – SECTION A7  

The first referee requests the teams (the six starting players) to line up on the baseline, 
with each player spaced 2 meters apart. The first referee uses a whistle and a hand signal 
to direct the team members to enter the court and take up their positions. This applies to 
set one only. For all other sets, the teams will go directly onto the playing court  
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GAME PROCEDURES   

AT THE END OF THE MATCH – SECTION C 
1. At the end of the match the first referee signals the players of each team to go to their 

respective end line.   

2. At the first referee's signal, the two teams greet one another near the net, leave the 
playing court, and walk to their respective player's bench.   

3. Both referees (and line people) are to position themselves on the sideline 
corresponding to the first referee and, after the greetings, report to the score table for 
administrative purposes.  

ADJUSTMENT 
AT THE END OF THE MATCH – SECTION C 

1. At the end of a match, there is no handshake between players   

2. The players who were just on the court will line up on the attack line keeping 2 meters 
of distance and facing the other side of the net  

3. The players that were on the bench will line up on the end line, 2 meters apart and 
face the other side.  

4. Once everyone one is lined up, players will give each other an applause (clapping) as 
a sign of respect.  

5. Players will go back to their seat, keep their mask on, gather their belongings and exit 
the court  

PLEASE NOTE:  ALTHOUGH THERE ARE NO OFFICIAL RULES REGARDING CELEBRATING DURING VOLLEYBALL 
MATCHES, PARTICIPANTS MUST ALWAYS REFRAIN FROM DELIBERATE CONTACT AS PER GOVERNMENT 
LEGISLATION. THIS INCLUDES NO HIGH FIVES, NO TOUCHING TEAMMATE BACKS AFTER GOOD PLAYS, NO CLOSE 
CONTACT HUDDLES IN MID-COURT WHILE SCREAMING AT EACH OTHER, ETC.   
  
WE MUST ALL DO WHAT WE CAN TO MITIGATE THE RISK OF SPREADING THE COVID-19 VIRUS. 
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FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 
QUESTIONS 
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OVA REFEREE TOWN HALL F.A.Q. 

OCTOBER 5, 2020  

KICKOFF MEETING AND RETURN TO PLAY 

RETURN TO PLAY  
Q:  Wouldn't it be easier to have the teams provide negative test results to play? 

A: With some places taking 6 hours to get a test and the 7 to 10 days to get results - 
testing at this time will not work and will add to the backlog in testing in Ontario.  
Additionally, Ontario has mandated that tests are by appointment only for those 
displaying symptoms. 

Q: Is there any play going on at this point? 

A: There are no games at this point.  Some clubs are running inters quad matches or 
private leagues and are looking for referees.  Referees would need to follow protocols to 
limit contact and maintain physical distancing and must ensure that the host organizer 
has a full set of Return to Play protocols in place, including but not limited to daily health 
screening for all attendees, an ingress and egress plan, a modified match protocol to 
mitigate the risk of virus transmission and all of this information must be made available 
to all participants prior to arrival at the venue.   

Q: Do the ball manufacturers have a recommended brand of sanitizer that will cause 
minimum damage to the balls? 

A: The recommendation is to use soap and water.  The OVA has been using Lysol wipes 
and Spray Nine and will notify Mikasa of different brands we are using.  

Q: What is the context of why we can only bring a clear plastic bag into the gym for our 
equipment?    
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A: This is so that everyone brings only what is necessary into the gym to reduce points of 
contact.  Also, all items should be visible to avoid mixing up of bags and accidently going 
through someone else’s belongings.   

Q: We've been directed that officials should be included in the maximum 50 
participants. Will that be the case for us? 

A: Yes, at this time, referees will count towards the maximum.   

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 

Q: Are masks mandatory for referees while working a match?  

A: Yes. As per OVA Return to Play protocols, government regulations and facility rules, 
referees are mandated to wear a face mask at all times for indoor events.  

Q: Are we able to change out of our boots in the winter? 

A: Yes, and you can place them under the stand during the match. If possible, place them 
in a plastic bag to avoid leaving a mess on the floor and stand from melted snow and dirt.   

Q: What about wearing gloves on the stand? 

A: Gloves can be worn but it is not recommended as they can still become contaminated 
and give a false sense of protection.   We encourage all referees to take the free online 
Red Cross Preventing Disease Control course, which can be found at https://
www.redcross.ca/training-and-certification 

The Canadian Red Cross grant obtained by the OVA provides free online training provides 
instructions on PPE usage and limiting the spread of disease transmission. The coupon 
code is limited to the first 650 OVA members that register for the course online.   
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You can register by going to www.learn.redcross.ca  to register for their Preventing 
Disease Transmission course and enter ESDC-AU20-OVA-625E-TO when you register.   
The $20 in savings is only available until March 31, 2021.      

Q: Can face shields be used instead of a mask? 

A: We recommend wearing a mask because face shields can reduce your peripheral 
vision for refereeing.   

MATCH PROTOCOL 
Q: Are we still having coaches and captains sign the scoresheet? 

A: No, coaches and captains will no longer be required to sign the scoresheets.   

Q: When the team scores a point they cannot come together in their tight huddle as 
that is deliberate, correct?  

A: Teams are having to be creative this year as celebrations in middle of the court need to 
be avoided and no deliberate physical contact is allowed as per government regulations.   

Q: The new substitution protocol could be too fast for the scorers to keep track of. 

A: Referees will have to try to make sure that scorers get the sub - slow the process down 
as necessary. 

Q: Who will be doing the scoresheet? 

A: Depends on the league - if OCAA/OUA it will be an OVA official.  If it is OVA, each team 
must provide a scorer and line-judges for the match.    

Q:  What does the purple card policy apply to if no spectators? 
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A: For now, there will be no spectators allowed.  If and when spectators are allowed to 
come back, the Purple Card Policy will be in effect for all age groups of OVA competition.   

Q: Will OVA be sending out purple cards?  

A: Purple cards are going out in the package with whistles and OVA branded face masks 
to the referees. 

Q: Is it possible to have a digital platform such as IM league that will have team list on it 
to avoid handing inline up cards?  

A: The OVA is also looking at modifying match protocols that will limit the contact 
between materials of the participants. All information will be included in the upcoming 
OVA Match Protocol Modifications document that is being created.  

The goal of the Youth competitions staff is to have an online league manager for future 
program delivery, post COVID-19 landscape.  

Q:  Will accommodation be made for gyms where there is an obvious obstruction in a 
gym such as a basketball net that gives an advantage or disadvantage? 

A: Accommodations can be made if there is an obvious advantage to one side or the 
other, especially as teams are not to switch sides between sets in the match to mitigate 
the risk of virus transmission as per OVA return to play protocols.  

Q:  Are we frowning upon blocking at the net when you have 2-3 athletes from each 
team getting extremely close? 

A: No, the current OVA Return to play protocols allow for blocking at the net as it is not for 
a prolonged amount of time.   

Q: What happens if hitting lines aims their cross court hit at the non-hitting team 
bench? 
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A: This should be monitored by the referee and the teams should be encouraged to hit 
away from the other team.  The non-hitting coaches and the players should also be facing 
towards the court to be able to see any oncoming volleyballs and shaggers should be 
stopping any balls before they get to the other team.   

Q: What should team’s with more than 12 players do in terms of warm up and aren’t 
able to have more than 6 active players on each side of the court?   

A: Extra players should help shag volleyballs off the court, or they should be physically 
distanced while waiting for their turn to enter the warm-up court.   

Q: Where is the R2 supposed to go on substitution when the player is coming to the 
net? Will there be enough distancing? 

A: The R2 can stay by the post and still be 2 metres away from both players and the score 
table. 

Q: Will we be getting electronic whistles sent to use?  

A: Yes, all referees will be receiving a whistle provided by the OVA as part of their 
membership this year.   

Q:  Assuming that we receive 1 e-whistle, what will the protocols be if they break/
malfunction, etc.? 

A: You will have to improvise.  However, the whistles are very sturdy.  They are technically 
marine whistles and it would take a lot to break one.  Make sure you have a spare 9 volt 
battery with you. 

Q: Are the electronic whistles loud enough? 

A: Yes, the whistles are loud enough, especially since there will be no spectators and 
limited number of teams playing at one time (I.e. No more 9 teams at one venue for 
regular season play). 
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Q: Will there be a summary of referee protocols? 

A: Yes, the Return to Play protocols that we are currently updating will have all modified 
rules and match protocols included, emailed out to membership and all documents will 
be posted in the Referee Engagement Centre with video examples of the modified rules. 

Q: Will all clubs and teams be getting all this information regarding match protocols 
and updated rules as well? 

A: Yes, all clubs will receive the same information once they become available.  

REGISTRATION & ADMINISTRATION 
Q: Is the new registration site up and running?   

A: Yes, the new registration site can be found at mrs.ontariovolleyball.org   

Q: Do we use the same username and password from NRS for the MRS?  

A: No. You must register as a new user as no data was carried over from NRS to ensure 
the system collects clean data moving forward.   

Q: If we register for this season and its cancelled, is our registration refundable or will 
it carry forward to the next season?  

A: We are asking referee to not register until it is decided what is going to happen for the 
coming year.  You must register if you start to referee matches.   

If you have already registered as a referee and we end up not having a season, please 
email Kelvin Cheng to let him know and he can issue a refund if the season ends up being 
cancelled. 
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If you have any issues registering, please contact Chery Bennett, Membership Services 
Coordinator at cbennett@ontariovolleyball.org.   

Q: Is the 50KM bubble removal for indoor only or both indoor and beach referees? 

A: The bubble will only be removed for OUA assignments.   

Q: Do we need to purchase a new badge? 

A: No, VC or the OVA will send you the 1st badge free of charge.  A second one can be 
purchased through the OVA if necessary.   

Q: Will Internationals Referees be wearing the red badge domestically or their FIVB 
badge ? 

A: Internationals will be wearing the new VC Badge for OVA/VC competition.  FIVB badge 
for OUA and OCAA 

REFEREE DEVELOPMENT 
Q: Is the Red Cross online training still available? 

A: Yes, the training is still available and has been extended until March 31, 2021.   

You can register by going to www.learn.redcross.ca  to register for their Preventing 
Disease Transmission course and enter ESDC-AU20-OVA-625E-TO when you register.   
The $20 in savings is only available until March 31, 2021 and available on a first come, first 
served basis for the first 650 OVA members.  

Q:  Will there be any clinics for new officials anytime soon? 

A: We are currently working finalizing the online version of a Level 1 online clinic and we 
hope to pilot these clinics in the new year.   
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Q: Will I be able to upgrade to Level 2 this year?   

A: No, unfortunately there will be no Provincial Upgrade Programs (Level 1 to 2) for this 
season.   

Q:  Where are we with referee development? i.e. supervisions for indoor.  Beach does a 
fabulous job at each tournament to have a mentor and supervisor.   

A: We will be continuing with the Indoor Mentor program that has been in development 
over the past couple of years if the COVID-19 regulations allow and there are matches to 
work at.   

Q: Is there a new web address for the Rules R Version 2? 

A: The information on the new Rules R will be emailed out directly to referees once the 
system is launched.  

Q:  Is the Rules R v2 for indoor and beach? 

A: The new Rules R v2 will be used for both beach and indoor.   
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