B.C MINOR BASEBALL ASOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – September 7, 2013
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood, R. Wearing, J. Wright, G. Butler, 
P. Weatherill, G. Rimer, G. Trudell, S. Drysdale,  B. Davis, M. Kelly, F. Campbell, J. Braaten, W. Bampton, M. Pheasey, T. Katelnikoff, O. Germaine
CONFERENCE CALL:  Not Available
ABSENT:  L. Bowman – Web Master
GUEST: Baseball BC - D. Laing, S. McKenzie
Call to Order –8:57 A.M.
1. Additions to Agenda:
Roll of Honour

2. Receipt of Minutes:

MOTION:  P. Weatherill / J. Wright

To accept July minutes as distributed.
M/S/C
3. Business Arising:
a) 2013 League Registrations
Still missing the following

South Burnaby, Burnaby Minor (incomplete), Chilliwack, Duncan, Sunshine Coast (Gibsons/Sechelt), Kelowna (incomplete), Ladysmith, Lake Cowichan, Newton, New Westminster, Prince George, Revelstoke,Ridge Meadows, Salmon Arm, Sicamous, Summerland, Surrey, Vancouver Community
b) Director Travel Assignments

Halifax – Baseball Canada Convention – S. Drysdale, B. Davis, G. Butler, G. Trudell, P. Weatherill (from Baseball BC – M. Sarai, M. Kelly, R. Wearing)

Dallas – ABCA – Coaching Conference – G. Rimer, F. Campbell (from Baseball BC – D. Laing, M. Kelly)

Las Vegas – CABA AGM – to be determined

Portland – Coaching Conference – Tabled to December

c) Appeal July 23 – Aldergrove (M. Kelly, J. Braaten, V. Greenwood)

Appeal denied - $100.00

Correspondence:




Correspondence:

a) Peter Francis – request to post blog on web site

b) Duncan – request for travel assistance to Provincials

c) Ajay Caleb – looking for Canadian players for team India at the World Baseball Classic 2016 -  India has their own federation and players need to be drawn from there

d) Via Sport – Fall 2013 Grant – accepting applications August 19 – September 22
e) League Registrations:  Nanaimo, White Rock, Salt Spring Island

f) Kelowna – Appeal

g) Aldergrove – Appeal

h) Email – Hugh Gurney, Coach – Campbell River – Mosquito 

i) Angel – ICBC – broken window

j) League Registrations:  Ladner, Richmond
4. REPORTS:

President – Mike Sarai

My report begins with a Provincial Championship tour which began in Rutland, followed by Kamloops, Chilliwack, Mission, Aldergrove, Cloverdale, Surrey and Queens Park for the Junior Men. I also attended the 15U (Bantam) AAA Western Championship in Aldergrove. All Championships ran well and hosting associations did a great job in ensuring everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the experience.

I anticipate a very active off season as we prepare to review and move forward with regional meetings. 
Received letter of resignation – Jim Swanson – July 26
1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale

It was an extremely busy summer for baseball. A large portion of the summer was focused on the change to the Provincial format at the 15U AAA Provincial Championship. A few associations were steadfast against the new format, while others supported the change. I attended the Provincial Championships in Kamloops. Besides, playing in one of the nicest complexes in the province, the level of competition (from both pools) was extremely high, very few run spreads and all games were meaningful to each team that played, as each game carried large implications for each. Over the course of the weekend, I had the opportunity to speak with many of the coaches and parents, while most agreed the process needed to be improved, all (that I spoke with) agreed the new format was fantastic and was definitely for the betterment of baseball. 

Additionally, I was the Chef de Mission for both the Host (Aldergrove) Aldergrove. Both teams represented BC very well, both on and off the field – with no issues occurring. Both teams went undefeated during the Round Robin, moving forward to the Semi Finals. In the Semi Finals, both teams battled hard.  Team BC lost to Manitoba and Aldergrove beat Alberta. As, in the past the teams from BC dominated this tournament, with Aldergrove winning the Championship game. 

I would like to thank Aldergrove Minor Baseball for hosting a first class tournament, going up and beyond what I was required to make this tournament a huge success and an excellent experience for everyone involved. 

To all the associations that hosted, thank you for putting on these tournaments, so that our players can compete. The dedication of executive members, coaches and parent volunteers does not go unrecognized. 

2nd Vice President – Brian Davis

No Report 

Treasurer – Ray Wearing


Will be circulated to board
Secretary – Val Greenwood




Time to put your thinking caps on.  We are looking for nominations for




the BC Minor Roll of Honor.  The categories are for builder(s), coach(s)




and umpire(s).  The nominees should be long time participants in your program




who have shown dedication and hard work to help develop your program




over the years.




Please submit your nominations by January 1 (as they will be voted




on at our Board meeting on January 4, 2014) to Val Greenwood at 




boilers@telus.net.
Please be sure to include a short bio on the nominee.




League Registrations are now overdue.  Please send in ASAP.




Needed are first and last name, address (with Postal Code), phone number,



birthday, gender and division playing in.
Please send in either Excel or Word, please DO NOT send as individual rosters.
Outstanding League Registrations:

South Burnaby, Chilliwack, Duncan, Sunshine Coast, Ladysmith, Lake Cowichan, Newton, New Westminster, Prince George, Revelstoke, Ridge Meadows, Salmon Arm, Sicamous, Summerland, Surrey, Vancouver Community


Island – Gary Trudell / Fraser Campbell



No Report



Interior – Janice Wright / Tom Katelnikoff

It has been a busy last couple months with the Summer All Star Season, Zones and Provincials. I was pleased to see that most associations either hosted a Zone tournament or a Provincial tournament. With Kamloops and Rutland hosting Provincial Tournaments and Vernon, Kelowna, and Penticton hosting zones. All these associations did a great job. The Interior was also well represented at the Provincial tournaments with 10 teams from the Interior competing in Provincial tournaments, they are Penticton 11U-A, Kelowna and West Kelowna 11U AAA T2, Rutland and Kamloops 11U AAA T1, Kelowna 13U AA, Kamloops and Rutland 13U AAA, Rutland 15U AA, Kamloops 15U AAA, and 

Kamloops and SOMBA in 18U AAA. 

Congratulations to the Kelowna (13U AA) cubs and the South Okanagan Tigers (18U AAA) for the Silver medal performances at the and congratulations to all who worked had to put these teams together! 

Well without much break we in the Interior are gearing up for fall ball programs and our fall workshop. The workshop is being hosted by Penticton this year on Sept 14 at the Barley Mill 2460 Skaha Lake Rd @ 12 Noon. 

On August 15,16,17 the Toronto Blue Jays held their camp in Kelowna. They were short a couple of coaches so I had the privilege of working with them over the 3 days. “What a class group of guys and a well-run camp.” BC Minor sponsored 2 players in the camp. We did a draw, the winners were Seth Kennedy from Penticton and Alexander Willis from Kamloops. They had a Blast!


Northern Region
No Report

Web Site – Lyle Bowman / Stuart Drysdale
Overall, we did a better job keeping our website up-to-date both during the Summer Season and Provincials, with many of the tournaments updating after each game.   

In the off-season, we will be working to have many of our forms turned into web base, so we can eliminate paper and increase both time and efficiency. We are hopeful to have a demo ready at the AGM. 

5. DIVISIONS: 

Junior – Brian Davis

· TEAMS            
The Junior Men’s division had 12 teams in 2013 (down from 14 teams in 2012), including Aldergrove Sun Devils, Chilliwack Braves, Cloverdale Rays, New Westminster Twins, Newton Giants, PoCo Pirates, Ridge Meadows Jays, Ridge Meadows Rays, South Delta Spartans, Surrey Expos, Vancouver Capilanos and Vancouver Blue Jays.
· SCHEDULE     
Went to a new schedule format this year with 2 Divisions (North and South) of 6 teams each. Teams played their own Division twice (10 games) and the other Division once (6 games) for a 16 game schedule, generally with 1 game per week from mid-April through June, then 2 games per week in July. Most teams seemed to be happy with the schedule format.

· PLAYOFFS     
All teams qualify for playoffs, with 2 Tiers of 6 teams each. Based on regular season standings, Top 3 teams in each Division were in Tier 1 and bottom 3 teams in each Division were in Tier 2. Each team played 2 round robin games leading up to the final weekend tournament. Top 4 teams in each Tier then advanced to final 4’s tournament hosted by New Westminster Twins at Queen’s Park on Aug. 10th & 11th. Saturday’s Tier 1 semi-finals saw Newton Giants defeat Vancouver Blue Jays 4-0 and New West Twins defeat Aldergrove Sun Devils 10-8. Tier 2 semi-finals results were Chilliwack Braves over South Delta Spartans 3-2 and Ridge Meadows Rays 11-8 over Vancouver Capilanos. Sunday’s Tier 1 finals had Newton Giants defeating host New West Twins by a 4-3 score. Tier 2 final was Chilliwack Braves over the Ridge Meadows Rays 4-2.



For the 5th year in a row Ron Suffron and the New West Twins organization did a fantastic job of hosting the final tournament at Queen’s Park.

· FINANCIALS    
The Division paid for the umpires and 4 sets of T-shirts for the finalists at the playoff tournament in Queen’s Park. There is also a $50 per team scheduling fee due to the division administrator. These events were funded by the $200 per team “fee” called for in Rule 36.
· PROVINCIALS 
It was determined that there was not sufficient interest this season to send a Junior Men’s team to the Junior Provincials in Kelowna in mid-July. This 3 team tournament included college teams from Kamloops and Kelowna, as well as the Burnaby Bulldogs (mostly Douglas College players). Future participation in this Provincial by the Junior Men’s division is up for discussion.

· WESTERNS 
There has been some discussion of creating a “Junior Men’s” division for Western Canada. This year the date would have been the same as our final tournament, so we decided it would not work. It will be discussed again in the off-season for possible future participation.


 18U AAA (Midget AAA) – Brian Davis / Mike Pheasey
· TEAMS           
Midget AAA contracted from 10 to 9 teams in 2013, including Chilliwack Cougars, Cloverdale Spurs, Kamloops RiverDogs, Richmond Chuckers, South Okanagan Tigers, Tri-City Indians, Vancouver Mounties, Victoria Selects and West Kelowna D-Backs.
· SCHEDULE   
Played a balanced 40 game schedule from early April to late July. This meant an odd number of games (5) between each team, which created challenges in the schedule. All games were completed except for a couple of early-season rainouts during road trips. 

· PROVINCIALS 
Top 8 regular season teams (Chilliwack, Cloverdale, Kamloops, Richmond, SOMBA, Tri-City, Vancouver and Victoria) participated in the Midget AAA Provincials in Chilliwack. Semi-final action saw regular season champion Cloverdale defeat Richmond 3-2, and SOMBA Tigers beat Vancouver 5-3. Cloverdale then went on to defeat SOMBA 11-2, winning the championship and earning the right to represent B.C. at the 2013 Western Canada Championship in Winnipeg. For the 2nd consecutive year Chilliwack hosted an excellent tournament. Brian Davis attended as the B.C. Minor Director in charge of the tournament.

· SELECTS       
Sean Camilleri (Tri City Indians) appointed as Select team head coach, and Scott Jones and Curtis Hutson (both Tri City Indians) named as assistant coaches. All-Star game hosted by Tri City on June 22nd with 36 players attending to help identify and evaluate players for team roster. Final 18 player roster named during Chilliwack Provincials. Team traveled to Trois Rivieres for Nationals from Aug. 15th – 19th. Team B.C. ended with a 0-4 record in round robin, with losses to Trois Rivieres (12-0), Alberta (5-4), Ontario (8-5) and Quebec (10-0), and did not advance to the medal round. They won their final placement game over Manitoba (4-3). Brian Davis attended as Team B.C. Chef de Mission.

· WESTERNS   
Provincial champion Cloverdale Spurs attended as Team B.C., along with teams from St. Albert, AB, South East, AB, Regina, SK, Boni Vital, MB and host Winnipeg. The 18U AAA (Midget) B.C. Provincial champion Cloverdale Spurs locked up their spot in the final by winning their first 4 round robin games with wins over South East, SK (7-3), St. Albert, AB (3-2), Boni Vital, MB (5-3) and host Winnipeg, MB (8-1) before dropping their final round robin game to Regina, SK (4-0). They met St. Albert again in the Gold medal game, this time losing 5-0 to earn the Silver medal. Mike Pheasey attended as Team B.C. Chef de Mission.
18U AAA Selects (Midget) – Brian Davis



18U AAA (Midget) – Selects

· 
TEAMS            
Midget AAA contracted from 10 to 9 teams in 2013, including Chilliwack Cougars, Cloverdale Spurs, Kamloops RiverDogs, Richmond Chuckers, South Okanagan Tigers, Tri-City Indians, Vancouver Mounties, Victoria Selects and West Kelowna D-Backs.
· SCHEDULE     
Played a balanced 40 game schedule from early April to late July. This meant an odd number of games (5) between each team, which created challenges in the schedule. All games were completed except for a couple of early-season rainouts during road trips. 

· PROVINCIALS 
Top 8 regular season teams (Chilliwack, Cloverdale, Kamloops, Richmond, SOMBA, Tri-City, Vancouver and Victoria) participated in the Midget AAA Provincials in Chilliwack. Semi-final action saw regular season champion Cloverdale defeat Richmond 3-2, and SOMBA Tigers beat Vancouver 5-3. Cloverdale then went on to defeat SOMBA 11-2, winning the championship and earning the right to represent B.C. at the 2013 Western Canada Championship in Winnipeg. For the 2nd consecutive year Chilliwack hosted an excellent tournament. Brian Davis attended as the B.C. Minor Director in charge of the tournament.

· SELECTS        
Sean Camilleri (Tri City Indians) appointed as Select team head coach, and Scott Jones and Curtis Hutson (both Tri City Indians) named as assistant coaches. All-Star game hosted by Tri City on June 22nd with 36 players attending to help identify and evaluate players for team roster. Final 18 player roster named during Chilliwack Provincials. Team traveled to Trois Rivieres for Nationals from Aug. 15th – 19th. Team B.C. ended with a 0-4 record in round robin, with losses to Trois Rivieres (12-0), Alberta (5-4), Ontario (8-5) and Quebec (10-0), and did not advance to the medal round. They won their final placement game over Manitoba (4-3). Brian Davis attended as Team B.C. Chef de Mission.

· WESTERNS    
Provincial champion Cloverdale Spurs attended as Team B.C., along with teams from St. Albert, AB, South East, AB, Regina, SK, Boni Vital, MB and host Winnipeg. The 18U AAA (Midget) B.C. Provincial champion Cloverdale Spurs locked up their spot in the final by winning their first 4 round robin games with wins over South East, SK (7-3), St. Albert, AB (3-2), Boni Vital, MB (5-3) and host Winnipeg, MB (8-1) before dropping their final round robin game to Regina, SK (4-0). They met St. Albert again in the Gold medal game, this time losing 5-0 to earn the Silver medal. Mike Pheasey attended as Team B.C. Chef de Mission.

18U AA (Midget AA) – Wayne Bampton
THE SPRING SEASON WAS REALITIVELY QUIET.    There were some ejections that were dealt with by the discipline committee.  The main issue in midget is the slide or avoid rule and making contact with the defensive player.  Maybe Rhonda Paules could include that in her umpiring clinics?
The other BIG problem is use of overage players rule 10.03

10.03 Overage Players 

Any over aged player (example - an 11 or 12 year old player by League age) who lacks the baseball ability due to a physical handicap may play in one lower age division at the discretion of the Association President or Player Agent providing: 

(A) The Association applies in writing to the B.C.M.B.A. providing full particulars. 

(B) Written approval has been obtained from the B.C.M.B.A. If written approval is not obtained, the player will not be eligible to play.

The Midget program has in the past allowed overagers to fill the roster to 14 as this age group has a hard time getting commitments.  MOST teams used the overagers to complete their respective rosters (Mission entered 2 teams and each had two overage)   Where other associations went and recruited overagers to (“make things fair”) so most teams in spring ball were carrying two overage players.

(OFF SUBLECT there needs to be a clearly defined rule change as one interlock has had overagers play and they created fair defined rules).  OVERAGE   no pitching no summer ball.
For the AGM we need to place that idea in the rule book.
I want to thank Brian again for the help, there does need to be better process from director to chair as rosters went to one or both ands it was a confusing mess OFF LINE.
Summer ball sailed along too quickly as declaration dates were breached and schedule was redone a number of times the season is a little short –something to review in 2014 maybe move the provincials AFTER the long weekend.
Good competition and Duncan was an awesome choice for the Provincials.  The North Prince George wins Provincials over host Duncan.
Thanks again to Brian and Grant Butler for stepping in when needed.

Provincials 18U (Midget) – Grant Butler

· 

2013 Provincial 10 team Championship tournament – Evans Park, Duncan

· The Lower mainland Zones consisted of a 16 team round robin, everyone played everyone once. 7 teams; Ladner, Aldergrove, Tsawwassen, Vancouver Minor, Ridge Meadows, Coquitlam-Moody and Newton made it through the gauntlet. 2 Island Teams, Campbell River, Duncan (Host) and Prince George from the North rounded out the Provincials. They were placed and finished as shown in the following two pools;

· Pool A: Ladner, Vancouver Minor, Campbell River, Newton and Ridge Meadows.

· Vancouver Minor, Campbell River and Ladner all finished at 3-1, Campbell River beat Vancouver Minor in the tiebreaker.

· Pool B: Duncan, Prince George, Aldergrove, Tsawwassen and Coq-Moody.

· In the Semi’s Prince George beat Ladner to make the final against Duncan who beat Campbell River.

· Prince George won the final to become Team BC at the Westerns in Swift Current.

· Director’s Comments
· Field 2, a Bantam field converted to Midget provided many home runs but opportunity was equal for all teams playing there. The DH and EH positions were used widely.

· The “Fair play” rule was a negative factor in the “nine man” ball tournament creating countless delays for substitutions along with complicating the score keeping duties already tasked with the pitch count tracking. 

· No discipline meetings or ejections came to be as the umpire group headed by George Smith did a fantastic job. 

· Congratulations to Duncan’s Provincial Tournament Organizing Committee on providing a fantastic facility smoothly run and greatly enjoyed tournament. 
15U AAA (Bantam AAA) – Mike Kelly





The 2013 Provincials play downs was a total success with the new format for  



the provincials and the wild card format gave each team a chance to qualify for 



berth in the provincials.  All teams participated in the play downs.





The Wild Card Tournament was held in Victoria with North Island and 




Victoria Red advancing to Kamloops for 2013 Provincials.




Kamloops hosted the 2013 provincials and did a fantastic job it was a first class e



event again.  Thank you to the committee.  The Provincials had a new format 



for 2013 with the top 5 teams played in one pool and the bottom 5 in another 



pool.  There were many meaningful games in each pool.  Cloverdale played 




against Vancouver Minor in the final with Cloverdale winning 4-3.  Cloverdale a



advanced to the Nationals and Vancouver Minor to the Westerns.





The Westerns were held in Aldergrove this was another tournament that was 



well run with plenty of manpower by the host committee.  There were lots of 



great games and both B C teams doing well.  Both advanced to semi-finals with t



the host team advancing to the finals and Vancouver Minor losing to 





Saskatchewan.  The final was won by Aldergrove. 





Cloverdale traveled to Vaughn to compete in the Nationals.  They came in




second in pool play and defeated Quebec in the semi-finals.   Cloverdale ended u



up playing Ontario in the final, the game was a well-played game with Ontario 



winning in the end 8-1.





Over all the U 155 Bantam AAA division is making changes towards player




development and coaching development.  We will be presenting new rules for 



the Annual General Meeting.  We will be discussing these at the upcoming 




Work Shops.
15U AA (Bantam AA) – Pat Weatherill
I would like to thank Rutland Minor Baseball, Todd Russell, President, Rob Law, Chair and the countless number of volunteers for hosting the 2013 Bantam AA Provincial Championships, August 1st to 4th 2013. Congratulations to Victoria on being victorious, defeating Vancouver Community in the final. Other than the completion of a suspended game from Day 1, due to lightening in the immediate area, all went well. All games were completed on time. I would also like to thank, Jerry Tregaskis, Provincial Supervisor BCBUA, and all the other umpires for keeping the games running on time. I look forward to Rutland hosting more Provincial Championships.



15U A (Bantam A) – John Braaten




Summer Zone Playdowns

· 15U “A” 19 Summer teams declared

· Lower Mainland – 13 teams

· Vancouver Island – 3 teams (Victoria, Campbell River with Comox Valley to Host Zones)

· Interior – 3 teams (Kamloops (Zone Host), Rutland and Vernon)

· North – 0 teams   
            

· Provincial Championship 12 team tournament – Aldergrove & Her-icanes co-Host

· 8 Lower Mainland teams entered including co-hosts; 2 Vancouver Island berths and 2 Interior berths

· Did not have any complaints regarding this format in regards to the extra day to run (2 Interior coaches could not make Tuesday pre-tourney meeting due to quick turnaround from Zone tourney)

· Need at least 3 fields and/or lights to possibly condense format/days played

· For such a large format a Lower Mainland host would be best in my opinion

· Lost Field #1 until 6pm Friday due to rain and field conditions

· Reschedule games to stay away from 3 games in a day scenario

· All games completed on-time by Saturday evening

· Her-icanes advanced to cross-over semi-final; competitive throughout tournament

· Great addition to Summer play and tournament…sportsmanship & competitiveness 

· Campbell River defeats Cloverdale 17-7 in final

· 2 Discipline meetings (one coach (1-game suspension) & one player (verbal warning)) 

· Each team recorded at least one victory in Provincial Championship
· Spring “AA” Interlock teams moving down to “A” in Summer play 

· Chilliwack 11-0-1

· Ridge Meadows 10-2-0

· Dominated Zone play

· Advantage to team that works as one from March through August versus teams that are together for 5 weeks

· Next best “A” Lower Mainland Inter-lock record 8-4

· Lowest LM Zone qualifying berth record 6-6


13U AAA (Pee Wee AAA) – Orville Germaine

  Total of 13 teams for summer with breakdown as follows:



North Zone – 1 team:  Prince George


Island Zone - 3 teams:  Victoria Black, Victoria Red, Nanaimo

Interior Zone – 1 team:   Rutland

Lower Mainland – 8 teams: Cloverdale, Abbotsford, Aldergrove, White Rock, Van. Minor, Richmond, Vancouver Community, Chilliwack



Provincial Champ: Cloverdale Spurs




Western Canadian Tier 1 Gold Medal won by Cloverdale Spurs

Instituted a province wide, summer AAA schedule (other than Prince George who had auto bid as host and chose not to participate in summer schedule).

Instituted a wild card tournament for the last 2 provincial berths, held the weekend prior to the provincial tournament. Thank you to Richmond for hosting at Brighouse field. Wild card tournament was very competitive with some great baseball.  Rutland and Nanaimo advanced to provincials from this tournament.

Provincial Tournament host Prince George did an outstanding job, and the stadium atmosphere was great.

13U Issues to review going forward:
1) At 13U A, with 30 summer teams for the last 3 years, look at options to increase Provincial Tournament participants:


a) Encourage teams to participate at 13U AA

b) Increase Provincial Tournament to 12-16 teams from the existing 10

c) Split 13U A into 2 tiers, each with its own provincial tournament

2) At 13U AA :
a) Look at implementing the Baseball Canada draw at the Provincial Tournament to increase the amount of competitive games and reward team depth.

b) Look at implementing a summer Island schedule with or without a zone tournament, to determine Provincial tournament berths.

3) At 13U AAA:

Continue the province-wide summer schedule and Wild Card tournament to determine the last 2 provincial berths. Look at implementing the Baseball Canada draw at the Provincial Tournament to increase the amount of competitive games and reward team depth.

4) Throughout the 13U Division continue to encourage associations to “play up” during summer season to increase player development rather than “playing down” to increase the chances of winning. In general the most advanced players come out of the areas of the province that tier and compete regularly against the highest possible competition.

5) Encourage a spring 13U AA league on Vancouver Island for 2014 season to aid in player development.

6) The 13U AAA Nationals will be returning for the 2014 season. The Provincial Tournament Champion will represent BC at the Nationals. Look at whether we want to send 2nd place team from Provincial Tournament to Tier I Westerns, or the alternative of doing a split provincial with the winner of the bottom pool going to the Westerns.

7) 12U CABA program: With the return of the 13U Nationals there will not be the necessary funding to send a BC Minor team to the 12U CABA World Series. However, the unique nature of our CABA program with province wide tryouts and developmental opportunities for players and coaches is worth preserving. Currently the 13U Division is working with CABA to confirm a high level 12U CABA tournament within driving distance of the lower mainland, in the June 21-July 6 time window for the 2014 season.  If players were responsible for their own transport costs to and from the tournament this would alleviate the biggest expense item for BC Minor in regard to this program.

8) John Main Tournament – look at accepting 1-2 CABA 12U team to continue to increase the profile and level of play at the tournament. Possibility of CABA sanctioning the tournament as a world series /regional qualifier to help attract the best teams possible.


CABA
14U BC Minor Sponsored/Organized Tournament (Bantam AAA):

Long term BC Minor is looking at this to be a perpetual tournament like the John Main Tournament is for 13U (Peewee)

Date: June 20-22, 2014 (The weekend after Victoria Day Weekend i.e. Memorial Day in US)




Entry fee: $450.00




Format: Wood Bat,  60/90




4 game guarantee




Out-of-town US teams don’t have to play until Saturday am




Location: South Surrey Athletic Park (confirm with Mike Kelly)

Local Hotel affiliations to be listed. If want to can require teams to stay at tournament affiliated hotels.

Bill Beckett will confirm that this tournament is sanctioned as a CABA regional qualifier. Bill requires a “Tournament Registration Form” containing the above info that he can send out to top WA state 14U teams. Once he gets the registration form he will get it distributed in October and teams should be registered and confirmed by December/13.

15U (First year Midget) CABA Tournament for BC Minor to attend:

Time window for tournament: July 1-21, 2014

Tournament participation to follow BC Minor 3 day skills camps in late June/early July 2013, as determined by Grant Rimer.

Bill Beckett will be looking at WA, Oregon and California for appropriate competitive level CABA tournaments in the above time window.

John Main (12U) Tournament May 22-25, 2014

Bill Beckett feels no problem getting a couple teams but needs registration form to distribute, which includes:

Dates, format, entry fee, location

Orville to get that form and info to Bill.

12U CABA Tournament for BC Minor to attend to replace the World Series:

Time window: June 21-July 6, 2014


This time period should eliminate conflict with spring or summer teams.

Travel restriction: Limited to WA state or Oregon where participant can drive to tournament. This eliminates BC Minor’s largest fixed cost.

18U (Midget AA level) summer Tournament - “Around the Clock”

Time window: Weekend after July 1week end, for example July 4-6, 2014

Format: Wood bat; play “Around the Clock” i.e.: starting at 6 pm Friday, and continuing with game starts continuously  for every 3 hours, you could play a 6 team, round robin tournament with a single championship game, on a single lit diamond,  with champ game beginning 3 pm Sunday.  Every team would get 5 games and teams in champ final would have 6 games.

2013 13U AAA Tier I Regional Championship (Westerns)

The championships were held in Spruce Grove, Alberta on August 21-August 25th, 2013.

Team BC was Cloverdale.  They dominated every game they played.  Every score was a mercy except one.  In round robin play they defeated Regina (SK2) 24-3 after 4 innings, Winnipeg North (MB2) 19-9, Sherwood Park (AB1) 13-5.  In the semi- final they defeated South Central (MB1) 15-5.  In the Gold medal game it was BC 13 and Regina 3.

The rest of the teams finished as follows:  South Central 3rd, Spruce Grove 4th, Sherwood Park 5th, St. Albert 6th, Saskatoon 7th and Winnipeg North 8th.

The Cloverdale team was very well behaved under the leadership of head coach Tim Blake.

Spruce Grove did a get job once we were there.  A couple of issues came up.  Hotel rooms were not blocked booked.  As BC was the last team to declare it was difficult to find a hotel that had enough rooms.  There were many things going on in Spruce Grove and Edmonton that weekend.  The other issue we had was there was no transportation booked for our team.  In the end 2 vans were rented and the coaches did the driving.  In future we need to ensure that these items are looked after before our team is selected.

13U AA (Pee Wee AA) – Grant Rimer




Total of 20 teams for summer with breakdown as follows:




North Zone – 0 teams





Interior Zone – 2 teams, 1 provincial berth





Island Zone - 6 teams, 3 provincial berths including host





Lower Mainland – 12 teams, 6 provincial berths





Provincial Champ: Burnaby Braves





Western Canadian Tier II Gold Medal won by Burnaby Braves

Provincial Tournament host Comox Valley did an outstanding job. Hotels reservations were initially a concern but proved not to be an issue.  Would recommend Comox Valley as host in the future.

13U A (Pee Wee A) – Tom Katelnikoff

No Report

11U (Mosquito) – Gary Trudell / Grant Butler / Vince Restoule / Janice Wright




A Provincials – Mike P.





This was done in Cloverdale along with the Mosquito AAA Tier I.





I had the pleasure of doing this with Ray Wearing.  Things ran very





smoothly right from the coach’s meeting through to the final which





took nine (9) innings to finally claim a winner.  It has been a very long





time since I have been involved with this age bracket and I would do 





it again as the pure enjoyment had by the players/parents,grandparents is





something to see.  The winner was Abbotsford.  There was an ejection

of a coach and really nothing else.  Everyone was well behaved.  Participating teams were as follows:  Ladner, Victoria, Penticton, Chilliwack, Prince 
George, Abbotsford, Cloverdale, Richmond, Oceanside and Quesnel.  That is right Quesnel!!!  By everyone I spoke to they really enjoyed their time at this year’s Provincials.  I would like to say a big thanks to Cloverdale for doing a great job hosting.  If anyone speaks to Ray can you let him know that I am out of baseballs!!!!




AA Provincials – Gary

A great weekend of baseball in Port Alberni. Weather co-operated fully with a couple of humid overcast days as well as a couple of hot humid days.
Very competitive tournament with tie games as well as heart pounding thrillers. Burnaby South, Burnaby Minor, Ladysmith and Aldergrove advanced to the crossover on Sunday.
Ladysmith was down 5-0 and came back with a thrilling 6-5 win scoring a couple of runs in the top of the 6th. Burnaby Minor defeated a tired Burnaby South team in the other semi-final. Aldergrove handed Burnaby South a defeat in the Bronze medal game and Burnaby Minor exploded for a 4 run inning to defeat Ladysmith in the Gold medal game 9-3.
A special thanks to Vicky and Jim Seredick for a great job in organizing and running the provincials. Special notes included the recruitment of many retired baseball people within the community who came out to volunteer and help make the event a huge success.
Umpire in Chief Rudi Knoll came out of retirement to help forge an incredible team of quality umpires for the tournament.
Of special note was that lots of local small and large businesses came forward to help with donations and assistance and it was great to see all of the teams and local volunteers come together and present Vicky with flowers and special notes of thanks for a job well done.
Kudos to the volunteers that helped to ensure a great and fun time was had by all.
11U AAA TIER II (Mosquito) – Janice Wright
There were 15 teams this year:  2 interior, 5 island, 8 lower mainland, and no north.
After summer league play where North Delta went 5-0-1 and Mission went 6-0 in respective pools, 5 teams moved on to the provincials which were held in Mission.  Those teams-North Delta, Mission, Cloverdale Red, Maple Ridge and Port Coquitlam were joined by Oceanside, Duncan, Campbell River, West Kelowna, and Kelowna.  

Play began on Friday with less than ideal conditions.  We went ahead despite the rain. The teams and the field crews did an excellent job keeping on schedule.

After 3 round robin games each, Duncan played Cloverdale in 1 semi-final and Mission played North Delta in the other.  Mission won the Bronze medal game over Cloverdale.  Duncan won the Gold medal game over North Delta.  North Delta held the lead early in the game but Duncan came back to win.  Duncan showed that they were the strongest in the field.

There were 3 ejections on the weekend:   2 were pitching violations.  One was an inexperienced group of coaches that got together just so the team could play.  The other one occurred when we had a game that started on Friday and finished on Saturday.  The confusion was around who could pitch and who could not.  I must get this ruling clear in my mind so it does not happen again.  The last ejection occurred during the bronze medal game where a coach was ejected for his behavior.

Mission put on an excellent tournament with an unusual skill competition and pizza for all the players.

I would like to thank Dan Williams for all his time and effort.  I would also like to thank Nicole Barker for her organizational skills as tournament chairperson.

WESTERN TIER II

Swift Current did a very commendable job in hosting the 2013 Western Canada championships.
Letter of appreciation has already been sent to Angela Scultz (Tournament Director) commending her for a job well done by umpires, field staff and her volunteer base.
Weather was incredible, (dry and hot) and field were in good shape. Burnaby Braves went undefeated in the tournament, eventually defeating Humboldt Sask. 13-3
Victoria Stingers went only 1-3 and finished 3rd with a last game win.
Prince George was a very disappointing 0-4 finishing a distant 5th.
Coaches and players were exemplary at the Westerns, showing the way with great sportsmanship as well as a few sparkling plays.
Thanks to Moose Mountain Bus Company, without whose efforts would have made a very difficult time for all teams. Drivers Dennis and John went out of their way to ensure timely transport was available to all teams throughout the 6 days, not just for games, but meals and outings as well.
It was a real pleasure to work with Grant and having him not just at the Westerns but on the board of directors as well, has made a great difference.
Coaches and parents were a great group to be with and all assured us they had a terrific time.
Thanks to the team moms who made our job a lot easier.
Some confusion happened at the airport on departure but thanks to Ray it was cleared up....eventually.
I looked into different accommodations for next year at the "Home Inn and Suites" and have given Ray the info. A new hotel with better room rates, better facilities (including an elevator and non-smoking rooms), as well as a full breakfast for the participants and as well comp rooms for the drivers that can be negotiated ( a saving of over $1200)
A better location (behind Boston Pizza and the Casino) and better access for the buses.
A positive experience for all and Janice and Grant Rimer should have another great experience there next year.

COMMITTEES:
Girl’s Baseball – Val Greenwood / Wayne Bampton

The girls program (Her-icanes) was successful ON and OFF the field in 2013.
For the first time the girls started “winter workouts” and was open to all girls aged 10-16. 
They received plenty of instruction in hitting, catching and pitching.
The new staff, adding some “older” coaches, impacted the program (Bruce Murdoch and Bill Beckett) both focused on the Pee Wee program and instructed the Bantams when available.

OFF the field there was plenty of recruiting   I had business cards so when we saw a girl playing we asked her contact me.  Every president and registrar received emails asking for numbers and “direct contact with the players” there was about 30 to 40% replies.  Would like a presidential directive of some type to help with this process.
The recruiting was very successful - we increased the amount participants from under 70 to about 120 - through the recruiting and free Mosquito and Tadpole clinics in Cloverdale and Kelowna.
The staff worked very hard with the Pee Wee program and personally I went to Kelowna to oversee the staffing and managing of the Halos.  The evaluation camps saw many first timers in Pee Wee and Bantam coming out.  Almost 20 in Kelowna and 15 in the mainland and 20 in Burnaby.

The Halos were staffed by Derek Rennberg and Keith Green and I was the manager.
Both Pee Wee teams, Halos and Her-icanes participated in the Westerns (Medicine Hat) Her-icanes came first and Halos came third.  The westerns will be hosted by Kelowna / Rutland in 2014 and preparations are being done now.
The Bantam team was very competitive but with a rotating roster did well in the spring, 2 seconds and a third in the three tournaments.
Summer brought more tourneys 3 more top three finishes.

A solid summer season in the Bantam A division.   Thanks to the board for letting the Her-icanes participate in the Provincials and being the FIRST all-girls team to participate in the Provincials in 50 years.
The Her-icanes gained a HUGE amount of support, spectators and most of all respect as they were very competitive.  Making the semis but falling short - to eventual winners.   The next stop was nationals in Halifax.  Solid start bumpy middle and a Bronze medal.
The girls that started in 2010 are graduating the rebuild begins with many strong candidates from the two Pee Wee teams and the unfound talent.
We will be introducing two more teams in 2014 Mosquito and Midget
We are currently in negotiations for a new home with Newton and Cloverdale.
Eligibility – Pat Weatherill

There were a total of 120 releases for the Summer All-star season, from every division, Tadpole through Midget, the greater numbers in the older divisions.

Recommendation:  To review the rule, where associations must balance teams within the same division for Summer play only. Some associations have the ability to form more than one team in certain divisions, (Bantam A/AA) but release many in order to have the most competitive team within that division.



Rules/Protests – Stuart Drysdale / Brian Davis

As usual, it was a busy summer season.  The questions started to begin in June and went straight thought to middle of August.  Majority of the questions coming from coaches and Presidents. 

Two (2) protests were filed and ruled on, with one leading to an appeal which was later denied   

Over the next couple months, it will be a very busy time, as I prepare the proposed Constitution and Rule proposals for the Annual General Meeting. 

Associations wishing to propose changes need to submit to Stuart Drysdale by October 17 (Thursday). When submitting include the following information:

1. Article (Constitution) and/or Number (Rule) proposed to be changed

2. Exact Change (Include: Add/Delete/Change), include new wording

3. Reasoning behind change

4. Mover and Seconder (Must be Presidents)

Any Presidents needing assistance are encouraged to contact Stuart Drysdale. 



Discipline – Stuart Drysdale / Pat Weatherill / Wayne Bampton

A very busy summer for the Discipline Committee, both during the Summer League, Zones Championships and Provincial Championships.  A disturbing trend that was seen beginning at the start of the season and carried through the Summer Season was the number of ejections that occurred in the 11U and 13U division – several warranting multiple game suspensions. 

The Discipline Committee is still reviewing one case from the 11U AAA Tier II Provincials. 

A final report with total numbers will be presented at our October Board of Directors meeting. 


Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale/Pat Weatherill
The Provincials went very well. All of our major tournaments were covered with experienced Supervisors and a strong crew of umpires, with very few complaints. 

BC Minor will continue to work in the off-season to strengthen its relationship with umpire association. 

Specifically, I would like to thank George Smith for his endless work ensuring our Provincials and whatever other tournaments are covered. Also, I would like to thank Eric Rasmussen (Area Representative Vancouver Island South) who reviewed each ejection report and where necessary followed up getting information or mentoring umpires on the correct way to write ejection reports. 



Risk Management – Stuart Drysdale



No Report
High Performance – Mike Kelly / Orville Germaine


No Report

Boundaries / Affiliation – Brian Davis / Orville Germaine

No Report
Challenger – Grant Butler

PR/Sponsorship/Marketing – Pat Weatherill / Tom Katelnikoff



No Report
              

Grass Roots – Grant Butler / Gary Trudell / Vince Restoule

No Report

NCCP – Ray Wearing



No Report

Scholarship – To be handled by the Midget Directors

14 applications received
Committee to meet this coming week to make decision

Coaching Development – Mike Kelly/Orville Germaine


No Report
NEW BUSINESS:
1) Fall Ball Releases
31 to date, mostly 15U (Bantam)

2) Workshops
Lower Mainland – September 10 – 7:00 PM – Langley Events Centre

Most Directors will be in attendance

Interior – September 14 - 12:00 noon – Penticton – Barley Mill – 2460 Skaha Lake Road

Mike K. Mike P. Orville, Wayne, Pat, Janice, Tom, David (Baseball BC)

Island – September 21 – Port Alberni – 

Mike K., Grant R., Orville Stuart, Fraser, Pat, Grant B., David (Baseball BC)

Agenda to be drawn up

3) Roll of Honour
MOTION: W. Bampton / G. Trudell
To introduce the “Elizabeth Bampton” Memorial.  To be awarded to the “unsung Hero” in the Girls Program.

M/S/C

4) 2013 Scholarship Update

14 applications received

Committee to meet this week to make decision

5) Vancouver Canadians

4 seats (seasons tickets)

Distributed to board member to take local association executive members to games to network

$1600 - $2000

36 – 38 games

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / T. Katelnikoff

To purchase 4 seasons tickets for the Vancouver Canadians 2014 season.

M/S/C

6) Tier II – Westerns – Hotel Accommodations
Tournament in Swift Current

New hotel has been recommended – better facilities

Will comp rooms for bus drivers

Free breakfast daily

Ray to contact

7) Board Elections 2013
Committee – Stuart / Pat / Grant B.


Brian Davis


Wayne Bampton


Mike Pheasey (1 year)


John Braaten (1 year)


Orville Germaine


Mike Kelly


Tom Katelnikoff


Val Greenwood


Northern Region (2 Year)

There are seven (7) two (2) year terms

Two (2) one (1) year terms

8) Duncan – Coaches Discipline

Discipline committee is handling

9) Western Canada Championships Tier I & II

Rumors they would like to start Mosquito Division

Baseball BC believes this will not happen

Issues with schedules being change after approval has been given

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  10:05 AM 
J. Braaten / G. Butler






