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Program 
 

Welcome:                        Mark F. Holdren, Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies:              Larry Merx, President 

Greetings from CMU:               Stan Shingles, Asst. V.P. Recreation, Events, and  
      Conferences-CMU 

Invocation:                            Steve Porterð Past President 

Meal:                                 Carved Grilled Sirloin, Boursin Chicken, Garden 
     Salad Buffet, Fresh Asparagus, Roasted Redskin 
     Potatoes, Assorted Classic Desserts 

Association Update:  Jim Okler, Executive Director 

Distinguished Service Award: Jim Okler, Executive Director 

Hall of Fame Presentations: Executive Board 
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Michigan High School Coaches Association 

           

Executive Officers 

Larry Merx - President 

John Cunningham  - 1st Vice-President 

Ted McIntyre - 2nd Vice-President 

 Debbie Williams-Hoak  - 3rd Vice-President 

Steve Porter - Past President 

Jim Okler - Executive Director 

Mark Holdren - Executive Secretary 

Jack Johnson - Executive Director Emeritus 
 

Members At-Large 

Mike Jolly - Warren          Kim Spalsbury - Grand Ledge  
            

2018-2019 MHSCA Sports Representatives 

   Dave Elliott    Baseball 

     Liz Shaw    Basketball 

   David Kowalski   Bowling  

               Amanda Heethuis   Competitive Cheer 

   Larry Merx    Football  

      Debbie Williams-Hoak         Golf 

      John Cunningham   Gymnastics 

   Tamara Fobare   Girls Lacrosse 

        Mike Jolly    Menôs Lacrosse 

       Sue Miller             Skiing 

             Paul Marwede           Softball 

                Chuck Olson    Swimming & Diving 

        Eric Gajar    Tennis 

                           Steve Porter    Track & Field/Cross Country 

     Jodi Manore    Volleyball 

   Mark Holdren    Wrestling 

 

Executive Committees 
 

Service Award Chair: Mike Jolly          

Rich Tompkins Multi-Sport Award Chair: Larry Merx 

2018-2019 MHSCA Executive Board 
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Distinguished Service Award  

This award is presented each year to someone who has done an outstanding job supporting 

and promoting athletics in general, and has shown consideration and assistance to the high 

school scene and the Michigan High School Coaches Association.  

The following are past recipients of the MHSCA Distinguished Service Award. 

Ron Finch Win Schuler Bob Reynolds Fritz Crisler  

Biggie Munn George Alderton Jack Heppenstall Buck Reed  

Don Wattrick Terry McDermott Ray Fisher Francis Staley  

Bingo Brown Bill Kelly Earl Staley Wally Weber  

Russell LeCronier Charles Forsythe Dale Kennedy Forster Wilkinson  

Jim Lewis Harold Sponberg Hal Middlesworth Clayton Kowalk  

Bill Odykirk George Maskin Sam Madden Brother George  

Bob Calihan Paul Carey Don Chanham Jim Campbell  

Morley Fraser Helen Geovanes Vern Norris Russ Thomas  

Don Lund Walt Bazylewicz Richard Snyder Marykaye Murphy  

Tom McShannock Warren D. McKenzie Dick Kishpaugh Kermit Ambrose  

Roy Allen Dick Lowry Robert James Tom Hursey  

Richard Maher Jack Johnson Jerry Cvengros Suzanne Martin  

Jack Moss Tiger Teusink Herb Deromedi Don Lessner  

Lloyd Carr Dan McShannock Mike Jolly Blake Hagman 

Rich Tompkins Diane Laffey Jim Okler Gina Mazziloni 

MHSCA Past Presidents 
 

 
Paul Smarks Bob James Ed Werner Bob Hayes     

Steve Sluka Ed Graybiel Jack Streidl Barry Anderson                 
Dick Oulette Bill Bupp Jack Johnson Earl McKee 

Charles Jones Jo Lake Dan McShannock Tiger Teusink  

Rich Tompkins Mike Jolly Norm Johnson Bill Miilu  

Jack Shriver Sue Barthold Kim Spalsbury John Cunningham                

Mike Torrey Jim Okler Dave Larkin Al Cuthrell  

Gregg Kirchen Nancy Brisette Sue Miller Rick Zoulek  

Marti Covert Von Metzger Jenna Ruddell Mike Rado     

Mike McGinnis Sue Miller Mark F. Holdren Steve Porter 

 Central Michigan University 
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The year was 1962. John Herrington, a wide-eyed, enthusiastic lov-

er of the game of football was hired by Ron Holland, at North Farm-

ington High School, as a member of his staff and served as the 

Head JV Coach under Coach Holland from 1962-1969. When a new 

school opened in Farmington in 1970, our John became the first 

head coach at Farmington Hills Harrison High School, whose teams 

were called the Hawks. They must like him at Harrison because he 

is the only Head Football Coach in the history of the school, having 

recently completed his thirty-third year at the helm. Exactly what 

factors have allowed him to last so long at the same school? 

 

Å The Hawks have won a record 13 state championships while Herrington has compiled a mind-

boggling 430-106-1 record. Maybe more impressive is his 87-19 record in state playoff games. 

A perennial power, Harrison has won a record 13 football state championships: 1981-82, 1988-

89, 1991, 1993-94, 1997-99, 2000-01 and 2010.Herrington is proud to be nearing the record, 

but he says he was most pleased that Harrison had fewer than 100 losses until a couple years 

ago.  

Å His accolades: Along with being named a MHSFCA regional coach and state coach of the year 

on numerous occasions, he was inducted into our organizationôs Hall of Fame in 1986, the 

Michigan High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1997, The National Coaches Associa-

tion Hall of Fame in 1998, The Michigan Sports Hall of Fame in 2001 - only the third Michigan 

High School Coach to be selected to that august body, and was selected as the National Foot-

ball Coach of the Year by the National High School Athletic Coaches Association, also in 2001. 

Å His passion and love for working in the classroom as a social studies teacher. 

Å The longtime support of his family, beginning with Fran, his wife, lover, and best friend, who 

was tragically struck down by cancer in 2001; his daughter Leisa and son Layne. 

Å His humility as the successes and accolades have mounted: He has served the MHSFCA for 

over 20 years as its Public Relations Committee Chairman; during that time he has several 

times been asked to serve as an officer but has decided to remain in his current position. 

Å His willingness to sit down with coaches of all ages to talk about the game he so dearly loves. 

On the Farmington Hills Harrison Hawk Football stationery, you can find the slogan "Where 

champions are made and success is traditional." Indeed it is and that is why Harrison is consid-

ered, and probably not too arguably, the premier football program in the State of Michigan and 

among the best in the country!  

2018 Distinguished Service Award 
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John Harrington 



          John Dukes began his coaching career in 1972 coaching football for 
Howell High School. He would go on to coach forty-two seasons of football, 
three seasons of wrestling and four seasons of baseball. Thirty-six of those 
seasons were spent at Howell with six at Hartland. During his tenure as a 
football coach he accrued 130 wins, 5 league championships and 3 playoff 
appearances.  

          John has been recognized individually as Regional Coach of the Year 
in 1992 and was selected to the coach of an All-Star team in 2001. In addi-
tion, John is a member of the Michigan High School Football Coaches Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame.  

          Those around John will recognize him as someone who always leads 
by example. Throughout the entirety of his career he has been known to ask a 

great deal of his athletes, his assistants and colleagues while always asking and delivering more of himself. 
He had a motto of church, family, school and football and he followed it in that order while instilling this 
into those around him. 

 His dedication to the sport, his students and athletes are what have garnered the respect of all those 
around him. That dedication helped him grow a football program at Howell High School from twenty-five 
players to over seventy. John Dukes exemplifies hard work, dedication and a will to succeed in all he does. 

          Rick Albro enters this yearôs Hall of Fame with forty-four years of 
coaching experience, twenty-five of which were spent at the high school lev-
el with the remainder working with collegiate teams. Rick has spent time 
coaching both boysô and girlsô varsity basketball at five different high 
schools and three collegiate programs across his career. At each high school 
Albro boasted overall winning records. In addition, Rick has spent nine years 
as an Athletic Director at three of the schools he taught for. 

          Albro has been inducted into the Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame. He 
has also been recognized for his collegiate success being named Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference Coach of the Year on two occasions. Addition-
ally, he was assistant coach on MSUôs womenôs varsity basketball team dur-
ing a trip to the Sweet 16. 

          While Rick has demonstrated the ability to coach effectively across multiple levels and schools he is 
perhaps best remembered for his focus on his players as student athletes. He has worked to instill a culture of 
excellence both on and off the court. His student athletes have been known to work hard in the classroom 
and mentor younger students in both aspects. He is known as a role model for colleagues and students alike. 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Rick Albro, Northview High School 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

John Dukes, Howell High School 
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          Tim Gale began his coaching career with Onsted Schools in 1972. He 
went on to coach football at multiple levels for the next thirty-six years 
spending time as varsity head coach, assistant varsity coach, JV head coach 
and in the middle school. Tim also spent time over the course of his career 
coaching track and volleyball. The entirety of his coaching occurred with 
Onsted. During his tenure as head varsity coach, his record stood at 32-13 
with an LCAA championship in 1984. 

          He has been recognized individually on several occasions for his 
coaching prowess. These accolades include UPI Class C Honorable Mention 
Coach of the Year in 1984, 2002 Michigan High School Football Coaches 
Association Assistant Coach of the Year, and was recognized by the 
MHSFCA for his work as an inductee into the MHSFCA Hall of Fame in 
2007. 

          While Tim has been recognized for his feats and ability on the field, his off the field work has been 
what sets him apart spending a great deal of his time working with hospice services and driving for the VA 
and hospitals getting community members to appointments. Tim is described as having a ñgruff exteriorò 
with a deep love for his athletes that has allowed him to instill integrity and work ethic into all his athletes. 
He has worked hard as a role model and demonstrates what a coach and person can be. 

          Frank Garofalo has spent time as head varsity coach and JV coach at 
Mt. Morris High School as well as varsity assistant coach at Fenton High 
School and Flint Central High School. He has over thirty years of experience 
across these locations. He has accrued over 100 wins as a varsity head coach 
with playoff berths in 1991 and 1992 as well as a Metro Championship in 
1978. In additional Frank has spent time coaching track and powerlifting. 

          Frank also demonstrates integrity through community service and is a 
member of the Knights of Columbus, Sons of Italy and Mt. Morris Boosters 
club. As a member of the MHSFCA and MHSAA he is active in the coaching 
community. The MHSCA has recognized him for his service after 20, 25, and 
30 years of coaching. 

          While teaching Frank has developed the health curriculum at the schools in which he was employed. 
He instills in his students and athletes a sense of belonging and a love for sport. He works to encourage and 
grow the energy, creativity and intelligence of his student athletes at each level and within each school with 
which he has had the opportunity to share his knowledge. 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Tim Gale, Onsted High School 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Frank Garofalo, Mount Morris H.S. 
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          Mike Joseph has spent thirty-two years as a coach, twenty-eight of them 
at Hartland High School. During this time, he has coached softball, basketball 
and golf.  While spending time as the varsity girlsô basketball coach he ac-
crued over 110 wins one league and one district championship. He continues 
to coach girls golf which he began in 1999. During his continued tenure as 
head varsity coach, his team has won four league titles and has been top three 
in the league for the last twelve years. In addition, eight of his golfers have 
gone to the individual MHSAA state finals and the team has qualified for the 
state finals each of the last two years. 

          Mike has been recognized for his excellence as a coach in both basket-
ball and golf. He was awarded county Coach of the Year for girlsô basketball 
in 1991 and 1994. In 2002, 2006 and 2010 he earned regional Coach of the 
Year for girlsô golf. He makes sure to take part in his association and was a 

member of BCAM while coaching basketball and is a current member of MIGCA.  

            Mike also is dedicated to his community and helping others. He worked to set up a commu-
nity garden and volunteers his time to numerous sports camps. Additionally, he spent several years volun-
teering at a fishing derby for handicapped children. He succeeds on the court in the community and in the 
classroom; he was recognized in 2013 as teacher of the year. This classroom success is translated to his ath-
letes with a distinct focus on the student athlete as a student with multiple All-State Academic teams. 

          Matthew Joseph has spent over thirty years in coaching across four 
sports including basketball, football, baseball and softball. The majority of 
his time has been spent at East Detroit High School and Utica Ford High 
School. His team have accomplished a great deal of success in each sporting 
realm. His varsity girlsô basketball team has won nine district championship 
and one regional final. In varsity softball he has one league championship, 
two district championships, two regional champions, two ñElite 8ò appear-
ances and one final four appearance. In addition, his varsity baseball teams 
have one league and one district championship. His success is spread across 
each sport that he has had the opportunity to coach with over 600 wins over 
the course of his coaching career. 

          Over time Matthew has been recognized for his coaching ability on 
multiple occasions. He has been league coach of the year six times, district 

coach of the year five times and regional coach of the year three times. He has also been inducted into the 
Macomb County Coaches Hall of Fame.  

          While his teams and wins have been impressive what stands out about Matthew is his willingness to 
serve. He is a lifetime member of the Michigan High School Baseball Coaches Association and yearly mem-
ber of the Michigan High School Basketball Coaches Association while serving as their regional chairper-
son. He takes his team on a yearly trip to volunteer at a homeless shelter and takes part in a Dollars for 
Scholars program that raises money for first generation college students. Matthew Joseph sets an example 
for his student athletes as a coach, community member and person. 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Matthew Joseph, Utica Ford 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Mike Joseph, Hartland 
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