
Kraken Skating Academy, which touts the 
country’s top Learn to Skate USA first-year 
program.
    Based at the Kraken Community 
Iceplex in Seattle, Kraken Skating Academy’s 
Learn to Skate USA program instructors have 
introduced the sport to nearly 2,800 people 
of all ages and backgrounds during the last 
year. 
    Chad Goodwin is the director of skating 
at the Kraken Community Iceplex. He joined 
the Kraken team after spending four years as 
skating director for the NHL’s Vegas Golden 
Knights. Before then, he was the skating 
director at the Glacier Skating Academy in 
Whitefish, Montana. He has 10 years of ex-
perience developing and implementing figure 
skating, power skating and Learn to Skate 
programs. He’s also the Learn to Skate USA 
chair for U.S. Figure Skating.
    “Having the NHL team get started 
here in Seattle was a huge part in getting our 
Learn to Skate and skating programs off the 
ground,” Goodwin said. “Also, the Kraken 
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   The Suburban Skating School in the 
Detroit area continued its upward trajectory 
with more than 4,000 Learn to Skate USA 
members for the 2021–22 season, the most 
of any Learn to Skate USA program in the 
country.
    Each of the Skating School’s six facility 
directors reported increases in membership 
and retention. 
    “While the past two seasons were diffi-
cult with COVID, our numbers were higher 
than the top of the 2019–20 season, so it was 
nice to see growth from even before we took 
a hit from COVID,” said Daniel Palmeri, 
corporate skating director for the Suburban 
Skating School. “From our end, people were 
excited to return to the rink and to some 
normalcy.”
    Besides its usual offerings, the Skating 
School implemented U.S. Figure Skating’s 
Aspire program at four of its facilities. At the 
rink in Rochester, the Aspire program — a 
bridge between Learn to Skate group classes 
and U.S. Figure Skating membership —
brought in 32 skaters. Many of those skaters 
have now transitioned to full U.S. Figure 
Skating membership.
   The Skating School also benefitted from 
hosting free Try Skating, Try Hockey and 
Try Speed Skating events year-round and in 
conjunction with National Skating Month. 
    “We are fortunate to have six directors 
and more than 100 Learn to Skate USA in-
structors working toward one common goal: 
promoting the sport of ice skating,” Palmeri 
said. “I feel fortunate to work with a team so 
passionate about grassroots skating.
      “You can walk into any of our facilities 
and know that we are one unified program. 
If we have a skater move from Macomb to 
Novi, we want them to be able to walk into 
the rink and still have it feel like home.”
    Tom Anastos, who owns the Suburban 
Sports Group with business partner Lyle 
Phair, said having a successful Learn to Skate 
USA program is vital to the overall success of 
their operation.
    “We have always placed a big focus on 
our Learn to Skate program to drive partici-
pation and be the bedrock of our future, but 
this year we saw the highest level of interest 

and record-level participation for our Subur-
ban Skating School,” Anastos said. “There are 
probably a number of market-driven reasons 
for this coming off the COVID-related 
shutdowns, but in our case, and in addition 
to that, a lot has to do with our tremendous 
leadership and staff in our skating school, 
who make such an impactful effort to create a 
fun experience and lots of smiles on kids’ fac-
es when they arrive and leave the ice arena.” 

KRAKEN SKATING 
ACADEMY TOP NEW 
LTS PROGRAM
   The ice skating 
scene has exploded in 
the Seattle area with the 
debut of the NHL’s new-
est franchise, the Seattle 
Kraken, in 2021–22. 
One of the beneficiaries 
of this growth is the 

SUBURBAN SKATING SCHOOL 
ROLLS TO 4,000-PLUS 
LEARN TO SKATE MEMBERS

LEARN TO SKATE USA (167,725)
Learn to Skate USA, powered by Toyota, was rebranded in 2016. Cost-effective group lessons and a progressive curriculum offer camaraderie and 

fun. The program is endorsed by U.S. Figure Skating, USA Hockey and US Speedskating, with support from Special Olympics, PSA and the U.S. 

Ice Rink Association.

Suburban Skating School staff members come together this summer. Leading the charge of the six Sub-
urban Ice facilities are directors Daniel Palmeri, Rochester; Brenda Willhite, Macomb; Eric Banner, East 
Lansing; Kira Tull, Farmington Hills; Diana Peraino, John Lindell, Royal Oak; Danielle Gamelin, Novi Ice 

The Kraken Skating Academy in Seattle enjoyed a huge first year, with its Learn to 
Skate USA program setting the bar high.
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Mennen Learn To Skate (New Jersey) — Lisa Blue 

The Skating Club of Boston Academy  

(Massachusetts) — Theresa DeGiacomo

Scott Hamilton Skating Academy (Tennessee) — 

Paula Kaye Trujillo

Snoqualmie Skating Academy (Washington) — 

Ashley Wyatt

Learn to Skate Reno Ice (Nevada) —  

Joanie Malarchuk 

Suburban Skating School (Michigan) —  

Danielle Gamelin 

Apex Parks and Recreation (Colorado) —  

Kaitlyn Hamlin

Panthers Skating Academy (Florida) —  

Martin Forrest

Suburban Skating School (Michigan) —  

Daniel Palmeri 

Ice House Skating School (New Jersey) —  

Christine Rutherford

Dallas Stars StarCenters (Texas) —  

Andy Gibson

Polar Ice (North Carolina) — Kristen Hemstreet

Peaks Ice Arena (Utah) — Stephanie Siswick

Palm Beach Skate Zone (Florida) —  

Audra Leech

Ice Den Chandler (Arizona) — Tara Patterson

Essex County South Mountain Arena  

(New Jersey) — Anna Serpa

Atlanta Center Ice Skating (Georgia) — Kelly Belin

Community Iceplex is the only facility in the 
Seattle district area. It’s something people 
have been waiting for. This is where we expe-
rienced so many new youth and adult skaters 
wanting to get started in both figure skating 
and hockey.”

The three-sheet facility is also the prac-
tice venue of the Seattle Kraken. 

The Kraken Skating Academy is the 
home of 2,797 youth and adult Learn to 
Skate USA participants and more than 100 
figure skaters, including 2022 World Junior 
competitor Lucas Broussard. In addition, it 
has a robust hockey program with 380 youth 
Learn to Play participants.

More than 250 children are taking 
Learn to Skate USA and Learn to Play classes 
through the Academy’s financial aid program 
One Roof Foundation — 51 percent are fe-
male and 80 percent are families of color. Six-
ty children from Refugee Women’s Alliance 
also take Learn to Skate classes each week.

A dedicated coaching staff and a culture 
of small-town, personalized customer service 
has helped Goodwin create a flourishing 
grassroots program in the Pacific Northwest. 

“The coaches we have here are amazing,” 

Goodwin said. “When we first opened, we 
had 750 skaters signed up for our program, 
but everyone was in Snowplow I, Basic I or 
Adult 1. All 750 skaters were brand new to 
skating, so you are starting with that ‘how 
to fall down and get up’ lesson. … Having a 
good coaching team has been important in 
creating a good community culture.” 

LEARN TO SKATE USA PROGRAMS 
WITH MORE THAN 1,000 MEMBERS 

The Kraken Skating Academy (Washington) — 

Chad Goodwin

The Rinx Total Skating Program (New York) —

Yesenia Naranjo-Gilroy

Great Park Ice (California) — Michelle Lauerman 

MedStar Capitals Iceplex (Virginia) —  

Lori Cervinka 

Ice Den Scottsdale (Arizona) —  

Dawn Piepenbrink-McCosh 

World Ice Arena Learn to Skate (New York) — 

Farah Cleary

Chaparral Ice Learn to Skate (Texas) —  

Kathy Goeke

Vegas Golden Knights Skating Academy  

(Nevada) — Carolyn Mortenson

Ashburn Ice House (Virginia) — Lori Cervinka 

INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBERS (1,510)

Those who have a direct membership 
with U.S. Figure Skating, without a club affil-
iation, receive full benefits with the choice to 
participate independently.

“When I returned to skating after 
nearly a 20-year absence due to owning/
running a business and being a mom, I 
found that I had significant connections 
to several clubs in the area, so I took the 
independent route rather than having to 
choose. While I realize that the back-

FULL MEMBERS 
(54,720)

Full membership categories are First 
Family, Subsequent, Introductory, Collegiate 
and Individual, and members mostly come 
through a club affiliation. Benefits include 
all testing and competition rights, SKAT-
ING magazine subscription, certificates of 
accomplishment, special offers and discounts 
from corporate partners, and the opportunity 
to compete for Team USA.

The SC of New York earns  
membership honors

The Skating 
Club of New York 
celebrated U.S. Figure 
Skating’s 100-year 
anniversary in 2021 
as one of its original 
seven chartered clubs. 
Founded in 1863, The 
SC of New York continues to set the bar high 
when it comes to attracting and retaining 
members.

For the 2021–22 campaign, the storied 
club signed up nearly 1,000 members, the 
most of any club in the country. Its secret to 
success lies in its commitment to meet the 
needs of its members.

“It is important to listen to your 
members and understand that their needs 
and involvement change as they evolve 

through their own skating life cycle. Our 
club and leadership team has answered 
that call with a variety of different types 
of membership to keep them engaged 
throughout those changes. Our team 
at The Skating Club of New York has made 
it a practice to offer skaters opportunities 
to be part of local area exhibitions, our 
competitions and critiques where our offi-
cials are able to interact, and in-person and 
virtual gatherings to keep our skaters at all 
levels engaged and feel pride in the club.” 

— SC of New York President Troy Goldstein

The Skating Club of New York members Oona 
Brown and Gage Brown won the World Junior ice 
dance title in 2022. 

Individual member Anne White performs with ice 
dance partner and coach Sasha Kirsanov.
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