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I.	COACHING REQUIREMENTS
All coaches in 6U through 19U must complete the following requirements BEFORE stepping on the ice or interacting with the team:
(1) USA Hockey Registration ($46 + $8 affiliate fee; annual requirement)
	https://www.usahockey.com/usahockeyregistration
 (2) Safesport Certification (free; online program; valid for 1 year only)
	https://www.usahockey.com/safesportprogram
(3) Background Screening ($30; valid for 2 years only)
https://www.usahockey.com/backgroundscreen
	(4) Age-Specific Module ($10; online training program; once for each level coached)
		https://www.usahockey.com/agespecificmodules
In addition, no later than December 31 of the current year, every coach must complete:
(5) Coaching Education Program (CEP) Clinic ($55; virtual and in person for 2021-22)
	https://www.usahockey.com/coachingclinics
(1) Required Coaching Education Program Levels for Ice Hockey
All coaches must have the required certification level by January 1 of the current season, unless earlier deadlines are established by the district and/or affiliate. 
All coaches must complete the online age-specific modules PRIOR to participating with their team. 
(a) All coaches must enter USA Hockey's Coaching Education Program at Level 1, and must continue their education with a coaching clinic each year until, at a minimum, they achieve Level 4. Coaches of only 8 and Under players should remain at Level 1 until such time as they are coaching any older age level of play. 
A coach may attend only one (1) certification clinic per year. 
Once Level 4 is achieved, coaches will need to complete 5 credit hours of continuing education within each subsequent three-year period [as outlined in Paragraph (c) below].
(b) In addition to the training in paragraph (a) above, coaches must also complete online age-specific training modules specific to the level of play they are coaching, if they have not already taken that module. This requirement applies to all coaches at all levels, 1 through 5. Coaches may complete more than one age-specific module in any given season. 
(c) Effective in the 2021-22 season, coaching certification at Levels 4 and 5 is valid for three (3) seasons, as indicated by the expiration date. Before the expiration of their level, coaches must accumulate 5 credit hours of continuing education by either taking Level 5, or by attending other USA Hockey continuing education clinics. The USA Hockey clinic listings will indicate all continuing education offerings and the credit value of each. The Coaching Education Program retains the responsibility for defining continuing education credit values, including clinic or online course work.
(d) Grandfather Clause
For those coaches who received Level 4 or Level 5 PRIOR TO January 1, 2021, only coaches of Tier I and Tier II teams are required to do continuing education as required in (c) above. 
(e) Previous/Expired Certifications
Coaches with any expired certification will retain their previous certification levels provided the certification can be verified. Coaches may re-enter the certification system at that previous level and be subject to the certification guidelines in (a) through (c) above.

* You are able to sign up for any online CEP clinic.  It does not have to be within NY State. Try your best to sign up for a CEP Clinic before you step on the ice. If you are signed up for a course, please send us the date.
Although not required, it is STRONGLY recommended that all head coaches at the 8U through 14U level (and assistant coaches too) take the Goaltending Coach On-Line Module ($10):
https://www.usahockey.com/goaltendingcoachdevelopment


	
	 We are a USA Hockey Association who follows ADM guidelines.  Some main points to keep in mind… 
· Beginning of the season will be as good as we make it. 

· First impressions with players and parents are very important.

· Practice Matters - Be Prepared – have a good Practice Plan that you’ve put time into and put an emphasis on off-ice/dry-land warm-ups and conditioning

· Run Active Practices – keep the kids moving and involved (no standing and watching in lines); players learn by DOING, as well as TRYING and FAILING

· Start Simple and Progress – get them skating and work on fundamentals, add pucks, do it backwards, work both sides, do it under pressure, etc.

· Compete & Battle with Game Speed Decision-Making – we are not just skating pylons; progress to the drills that involve game elements, teamwork, and competing

· Keep it FUN – kids play because they love the game and being with their friends; the goal is to have everyone progress, improve and come back to play next year

· Create a Culture of Sportsmanship & Respect – for coaches, parents, officials and most importantly the kids.  Win with class and lose with dignity.  Team character starts with you!

· Be compassionate to people’s fears and feelings—not everyone feels the same way.

IV.	RULE CHANGES and UPDATES

(1) SAFESPORT is required every season
(2) There are numerous on-ice rule changes
(3) Zero tolerance- players, coaches and parents


V.	RUNNING YOUR TEAMS

When the teams are set, Head Coaches need to take the lead and get things off to a good start:

(1) Run an initial Team Meeting with parents and lay out practice, dryland and game expectations; Provide a written hand-out to parents to be clear.  We take the USA Hockey Zero Tolerance policy very seriously!

(2) Run an initial Team Meeting with players to lay out expectations

(3) Get organized administratively:
· Get a responsible Team Manager to coordinate team finances, referees, clock/scorer/penalty box sign-ups, tournament travel, etc. (Have them meet with someone who has done it before!)
· Get a Team Scheduler and start right away! (Don’t reinvent the wheel; have them learn the tricks of the trade from an experienced scheduler.
· Meet with your Assistant Coaches and get on the same page, including how you want to run the bench during games.

(4) Follow the 24-hour Rule for all team issues with parents (usually rare).  You are the Coach; be reasonable and clear, follow our philosophy, and the organization will have your back.

(5) Follow and enforce the Safesport and Locker Room policies!  Kids are never to be left alone in the locker room at any time; No photos or videos allowed; Kids cell phones are not to be used at all; Certified parents and coaches are the only permitted adults;  If emailing/texting a player is necessary, you must also email their parent/guardian. 

(6) When assessing any injury, be conservative and err on the side of caution (particularly for concussions); know how you will handle the situation in advance and follow protocol for player returns.  “When in doubt, sit them out!”  No game is worth a risk to a player’s health!  File the appropriate report through the association and be aware of the NEW USA Hockey Concussion Protocols for a return to play, including a signed physician & parent form!


(7) Use MJH/46ers resources and ask for help!  The organization has lots of practice plan templates, experienced coaches, and other resources to help you have your team succeed!  Please just ask. 


Role of our Registrar- 
Nancy Legacy- 11marchlegacy@gmail.com
· Verification of team rosters
· Verification of coaching requirements
· Collection of birth certificates
· USA Hockey registered
· safe sport
· background screening
· coaching modules
· USA Hockey Coaching clinics 
· Distribution of official USA Hockey roster
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