
OBX Baseball League Board
Meeting Minutes

November 22, 2022

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Jon Britt at 6:03 PM.

Roll Call
In attendance at the Ash Jones Field were: Jon Britt, Pat Hudspeth, Jamie LaVier,
Chelsea Tillett, Steve Fowler, Brianna Vann, Zane Gillespie, Fran Dunn, Danny Sawyer,
Bill Gorham & Buddy Newell.

Treasurer Report- Fran
● Bank balance- $38,695.80 which includes the Bill Walker fund of $12,218.17,

leaving $26,477.63 in general funds. Current budget and profit & loss statement
are attached.

● Bank balance does not include expected reimbursement of umpire fees from the
county.

Equipment Committee- The equipment committee will meet soon and determine what
needs to be ordered for the spring season.

Fundraising Committee- Fran reported that the Balls and Bogeys Golf Tournament
raised over $10,000 for OBX Baseball for the 3rd year in a row. We are still expecting a
few sponsor checks so we don’t have an exact figure yet. Moving the tournament to
Seascape was a success, the course and food were great.

Concessions Committee- For fall ball we used Sysco Foods with delivery once a week
in addition to Walmart and Amazon. Concessions made a profit and we have a lot in
stock for spring sales. Chelsea will send Jon a list of repairs needed for the back field
concession stand per Dare County Environmental Health Department. The board would
like to see an AC unit donated for the back field concessions.

Fields Committee- Update on Fields
● Dare County Schools owns the fields, Buildings & Grounds changed the locks at

the fields, but Parks and Recreation is supposed to be in charge of the fields.
There is no formal agreement with OBX Baseball and Dare County. Jon is
working with Bobby Outten on a Memorandum of Understanding/Use Agreement
to minimize confusion, officially secure OBX Baseball’s field usage, and specify
who is responsible for repairs and maintenance.



● Negotiations are still ongoing with the county on our funding request. Jon is
working with Bob Woodard and Parks and Recreation. Some improvements
requested include: fencing replacement, heating/air conditioning for the front field
building, window replacements, screen installation, flooring for back field,
bullpens, dugout expansion, painting, clay hauling/installation. The county wants
the work to be contracted with one contractor, not OBX Baseball scheduling the
work.

● FFMS needs improvements to be made game playable. The holes in the fence
are unsafe.

● Chelsea presented a quote for repairing the front field sound system for $1190.80
(attached).

Coaches Committee- Fall Ball Summary and Spring Rule Changes
● Fall ball was a success. We hosted a county-wide season with Dare County and

Hatteras and had the most participants ever.
● Chelsea reported that there was some concern about high pitch counts in fall

ball. The board discussed adding a local pitch count rule. It is agreed to wait and
review any changes to 2023 Tar Heel Leagues’ official rules before adding a local
rule.

● We need to start thinking about and lining up spring coaches now. We need to do
a better job educating coaches and parents on their responsibilities and on the
rules.

● We will schedule a coaches’ meeting for March as well as an umpire meeting.
Everyone involved needs to know the rule book and any local rules. Chelsea is
working on a coaches’ handbook. Jamie recommends requiring the Babe Ruth
online coaching course.

New Business:

Nominating Committee for 2023- Chelsea confirmed that Jamie LaVier and Matt
Paulson will not be returning and Buddy Newell is undecided. The returning board
members (Steve Fowler, Brianna Vann, Zane Gillespie, Fran Dunn, Danny Sawyer, Bill
Gorham and Anthony Cooke) have one more year on their term. Jon Britt, Pat Hudspeth
and Chelsea Tillett would like to be reelected for a two year term.

Pat was nominated by Jon to head the Nominating Committee. Fran and Bill would also
like to be on the committee. Pat, Fran and Bill were unanimously approved to serve on
the Nominating Committee.



The Nominating Committee will compile a slate of potential nominees to discuss at the
next meeting. Our League Constitution calls for no fewer than 10 and no more than 20
board members.

Travel Ball and OBX Baseball Discussion- There is some conflict within an outside
travel ball organization that could potentially affect OBX Baseball. OBX Baseball’s
recreation teams take first priority when scheduling games and practices. This is
another good reason to get the use agreement in writing with the county ASAP. The
board discussed making sure players do not have to pick between playing OBX
Baseball and a travel team.

Bill Walker Field Work- The board would like to install the existing plaque and order a
bench and flagpole ASAP for the Bill Walker Field. Any additional funds can be put
towards improvements that the county is not going to cover.

Scoreboards Update- Zane will be applying for the scoreboard permit very soon. We
have sold 2 advertising panels (Guy C. Lee and Kempsville) and 2 more are available.
Pilings and electrician work will be traded for a banner. The engineer gave us $1000 off
his bill.

Adjournment- Meeting was adjourned at 8:22pm by Danny. Our next meeting will be
Tuesday, December 13 at  6pm at the Ash Jones Field.








