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MBL
As-salamu Alaikum to all my brothers everywhere. 
	I wanted to take the time to write a letter on behalf of the Muslim Basketball League of SoCal to all those involved in the Muslim Champions League tournament that was recently held. It was an honor to be able to be a part of something that grows our Ummah. This was an absolutely beautiful event that I hope remains a staple in our Muslim and Basketball community for years to come. To have so many brothers come together from all over the US and be able to get to know one another, learn about each of their leagues, and to build relationships we may never have been able to build otherwise is a blessing I’m already thankful for after this only being my first time attending. 
May Allah bless all the brothers who made this event happen, especially brothers Humza Almas and Abdul Basit for the tireless work they put in. These brothers should be looked at as the bar for what league commissioners should be, and I think with them as the leaders, MCL will only continue to grow to even greater heights. They have my full support moving forward, and I hope we as a league can do something to help contribute to the vision they have.
To the Islamic Center of Irving, and all its members, my heart is so full for you all to have such a beautiful Masjid and community center. A facility like this is something Baraa Kahf and I had dreamed about having in SoCal for many years, and I pray every community in America can build something like this. Places like this bring youth to the Masjid, and that youth is what is most important to our future in this country. 
Congratulations to MUL for winning this tournament. They were a very talented squad, and played with ferocity that had every team knowing they were a legit contender. And MUCH respect to their finals opponent MIBA, the team that beat us. This team was so fiery and passionate, and had so many people rooting for them. 
To my MBL Fam, I promised you all that I’d do all I could to make you proud and bring our league back to the competitive level it used to be. I fell short as your leader, and we as a team struggled with multiple injuries and adversities we weren’t able to overcome. But I was proud of our players fighting through their pain and doing all they could to figure out a way to win. We might have been knocked down, but believe me, the fire only grew hotter inside of us after this tournament. We will be back next year looking for redemption. And just like every other league that is not MUL, retooling starts now.
							Lets go fellas. 
							MBL Commissioner
							-Ziko Z. Pepic
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