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Philosophy of Athletics in Katy ISD 
 

The philosophy of the Katy Independent School District's Athletic Department is to promote 

and maintain a broad-based program that will offer all students, with an interest in athletics, an 

opportunity for safe and healthy participation in the sport of their choice. 

 

The Katy Independent School District's Athletic Department exists to supplement the 

educational process of those students who exhibit an interest in providing a forum for 

himself/herself to challenge his/her physical and emotional capabilities.  The purpose of this 

program is to provide opportunities to these students to pursue and understand the values of 

attitude, commitment, responsibility, accountability, work ethic and team.  The operational 

basis of the program is designed for each student to be challenged in these values through the 

day-to-day process of being in this program. 
 

KATY ISD ATHLETIC PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

1. Involve as many students as possible in a positive athletic 

environment. 

2. Instill in all students an exemplary work ethic and the qualities of: 

accountability, citizenship and a high degree of sportsmanship. 

3. Play everyone on all sub-varsity levels. 

4. Develop and maintain a complete and comprehensive off-season 

program. 

5. To have all programs represented with class, character and dignity. 

6. Establish successful programs so that all participants enjoy a positive 

learning experience. 

7. Demonstrate that each of our athletic teams is well coached, highly 

disciplined and very well organized. 

8. To establish District-wide bond of loyalty and pride that reflects the 

principles and attitude of the Katy ISD. 

9. Ensure that the Katy ISD Athletic Department objectives support the 

total mission of the Katy ISD. 



SLHS Team Expectations 
 

The success of the SLHS program will be determined by how close we come to attaining our 

goals and not by the tournament records of the individual teams. However, we believe that by 

working to accomplish our goals, we will put a winning team on the golf course. 

 

Goals are: 

1)  Developing winning attitudes 

2)  Developing enthusiastic golfer 

3)  Developing the team concept 

4)  Developing sound work ethic 

5)  Developing the total student athlete 

 

A winning attitude is more than wanting to win tournaments. It describes an attitude where a 

golfer believes in himself and his abilities. The golfer sets goals for himself, is willing to 

discipline himself, and is willing to make the sacrifices necessary to reach his goals. When a 

golfer leaves our program, he should take with him an attitude that will help him achieve 

success in whatever he chooses to do. As a coach I try to help the golfers develop a competitive 

and winning attitude and always emphasize winning in life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 10 Commandments of SLHS Golf 
 

Opening page in the U.S.G.A.’s Rules Book: 
“Unlike many sports, golf is played, for the most part, without the supervision of a referee or umpire.  The game 

relies on the integrity of the individual to show consideration for other players and to abide by the Rules.  All 

players should conduct themselves in a disciplined manner, demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all 

times, irrespective of how competitive they may be.  This is the spirit of the game of golf.” 

 
1. Integrity & honesty is a top priority of the SLHS Golf Program. 

 

  Consequences for cheating/dishonesty on or off the golf course: 

   1st time = Miss next tournament 

   2nd time = Parent/Coach Meeting 

   3rd time = Dismissal from the golf program 

 

2. You must be dependable, reliable, accountable and on time. 

 You must attend 90% of the practices to remain in the golf program.  

 You must have a signed note from your parent, teacher, boss, or pro for any absence, tardy or 

early dismissal.  You must still practice either before or after tutorials.  You must have a note to 

attend tutorials.    

 

  Consequences: 

   Prior note = No penalty 

   Late note = 20 push-ups & 2 stroke penalty 

   No note/unexcused absence = Miss the next tournament 

   Forged note or 2nd unexcused absence = Parent/Coach Meeting 

   3rd unexcused absence = Dismissal from golf program 

   Any unexcused tardy = 40 push-ups & 2 stroke penalty 

 

3. You will behave properly at all times at school, practice and tournaments. 

This includes transportation to and from school, practice, tournaments or any related golf team 

function. 

 

  Tournament behavior:   

   Consequences for any swearing, temper tantrums or throwing of clubs: 

    1st offense = Warning by a Coach 

   2nd offense = Will be pulled off of the course and DQ’d  

    3rd offense = Parent/Coach Meeting and possible dismissal from the  

      golf program 

 

  Practice and school behavior: 

   Consequences for arguing, whining, negativity, laziness or disruption: 

    1st offense = Miss the next tournament 

   2nd offense = Parent/Coach Meeting 

    3rd offense = Dismissal from the golf program 

 

 

 

 



4. Golfers must be properly dressed for all golf course related activities (practice and tournaments). 

Facial hair is allowed but needs to be groomed nicely. Hats worn forward. 

  Consequences: 

    1st offense = Warning by a Coach 

   2nd offense = Will be pulled off of the course and DQ’d  

    3rd offense = Parent/Coach Meeting and possible dismissal from the  

      golf program 

 

5. Transportation to and from the golf course:    

 You are required to be at the course by 6:45AM or 2:15 PM, ready to play or you are late.  You must 

have a signed “Alternative Travel Form” on file. 

   Consequences: 

    1st time = Miss the next tournament 

    2nd time = Parent/Coach Meeting 

    3rd time = Dismissal from the golf program 

 

6. You must respect and obey all golf course and school personnel. No vandalism of the golf course 

or school will be allowed. (includes stealing) 

   Consequences: 

    1st time = Miss the next tournament 

   2nd time = Parent/Coach Meeting 

   3rd time = Dismissal from the golf program 

 

7. Safety at practices & tournaments is mandatory. 

  Anyone jeopardizing the safety of an individual on purpose will (on or off course): 

   Consequences: 

    1st time = Miss the next tournament 

   2nd time = Parent/Coach Meeting 

   3rd time = Dismissal from the golf program 

 

 

8. No E-Cig/Vapes, alcohol or drug abuse will be allowed according to K.I.S.D. Athletic Policy. 

  Consequence: 

   Dismissal from the program for a possible 365 days. 

 

9.  You are here first for an education.  You must pass and do the best possible.  

  Consequence: 

  You must pass 2 out of the 3 six weeks per semester to remain in the golf program.  

Education is more important than golf. 

10. Enjoy the game! 

  This is a team sport at Seven Lakes, that requires a team score. Dwelling on the past 

troubles will negatively affect your future shots. You can only control your next shot, let go of the 

one that just happened. Golf is a life-long sport, don’t give up. 

 

 

 

 

 



Athletic Period Ranking/Scoring 
 

1st Period – JV/Freshman 

They will be on a ladder system. They will be ranked at the beginning of the year and from 

there they will play each week to advance on the ladder. Each JV tournament I will try to take 

10 or more if tournament director allows. On certain tournaments they may go to a 2nd varsity 

tournaments in that case I will take as many as I need to fill a team (number will vary). 

 

7th Period – Varsity (Boys & Girls) 

Every golfer has to be at practice round that he/she is assigned for qualifying for tournaments. 

They will know in advance so if they miss they are out for that tournament. Any Top 5 boy who 

averages 76 or lower for a tournament automatically qualifies for next Top 5 tournament. All 

other spots will be played off via qualifying practice rounds that lead up to next Top 5 

tournament. For girls under 80 average and you are automatically in for next Top 5. There will 

be at least 6 2nd varsity tournaments throughout the year and if I can get 2 teams in a 2-day 

tournament I will do that. The 2nd Varsity tournaments may be higher quality JV tournaments. 

That is just due to not having other choices for tournaments. 

 

I will keep practice average for the year along with tournament average.  

 

Top Varsity Tournaments – the top 4 that qualify will go with the 5th golfer being a coach’s 

choice for both boys and girls tournaments. 

 

 

 

 

Lettering Policy 
 

Boys and Girls can earn a varsity letter in Golf if they play in the Top 5 in 5 out of 8 of the 

scheduled top varsity tournaments throughout the year or they qualify for the Regional 

Tournament. 

 

Coach reserves the right to letter a golfer based on achievement throughout the year. 

 

Coach reserves the right to deny a student the letter in the event the golfer has either been 

removed from the Team for academic or disciplinary reasons, or has not represented the 

program with honor, integrity, and/or good sportsmanship.  



Rules and Guidelines for Parents  

I would like to encourage every parent to attend your golfers golf tournaments whenever you 

can. If you do, there are some very important rules that must be followed, as well as some rules 

of etiquette that should be followed. A violation of any of the mandatory rules could lead to a 

disqualification, and violations of the rules of etiquette can make it difficult for the players to 

perform their best.  

 

Mandatory Rules  

Do not give advice to your child during the round. Only the coaches can consult with the 

players during a round. This includes even seemingly innocent communications such as asking 

your child what club he used on a shot, because this might be misconstrued as giving advice. 

Do not purchase anything for anyone except your child during the entirety of any tournament or 

tournament trip.  

Do not make rulings or advise the players on the rules during a round. Rulings should only 

be made by tournament officials. The players will follow USGA rules, with whatever local rules 

may be adopted by the tournament course or officials.  

Never touch a player's ball while it is in play. A ball is in play from the moment it is hit from a 

tee until the moment the player "holes out" on the green for a particular hole.  

Do not walk in the fairways during a round. Stay on the cart path or off of the fairway if there is 

no cart path. When the players have reached the green, you can approach the green to watch, 

but you must stay at least 50 feet away from the green.  

Some courses allow parents to rent electric carts to follow the players. Usually players are not 

allowed to ride on the carts, and you should not offer them a ride. Occasionally, the Tournament 

Director will indicate when and where rides may be permitted, or will be present at these places 

to offer the players rides and will tell you that you can help if you want to do so. Never allow 

rides without permission from a tournament official. 

The players are responsible for keeping scores. If you keep track of scores, do not become 

involved in helping the players with that task. If a question arises about a score, the players 

need to consult with tournament officials and coaches, not their parents.  

Only Coaches may communicate with players. We are allowed to coach our golfers all the 

way until they step on the green. Once they step on the green we are no longer allowed to coach 

them until the pin has been replaced. If parents actually see other coaches violating that rule 

they should report it to me.  

 

 



Etiquette  

Polite clapping or encouraging comments, such as "Nice Shot" are always appreciated by the 

players and are welcome. Please be mindful of how loud you are, however, as you might disrupt 

play on nearby holes.  

THIS IS REALLY IMPORTANT!! Turn off the volume of all cell phones and pagers. If you 

must use a cell phone on the course, make sure that you are out of hearing range of the players.  

In almost every tournament, you can help spot balls. If a player hits a shot out of the fairway, 

parents can point the players in the right direction, or even help look for the ball, unless 

prohibited by local tournament rule. However, parents should not start looking for a ball 

until the players are present so that no one can be accused of any improper assistance.  

Do not talk or make noise from the time a player begins his/her pre-shot routine until after he 

has played the shot.  

Adhere to the course's dress code. Some courses do not allow blue jeans or T-shirts.  

If you take a camera, do not use it in a way that interferes with the players. Digital cameras are 

quieter than standard film cameras. Try to use telephoto lenses so that you can maintain your 

distance.  

Suggestions  

Walking 18 holes as a spectator can be tiring. There are several types of spectator folding chairs 

or stools that can make spectating much more enjoyable.  

Take a small backpack with a bottle or two of water, and perhaps an umbrella on really hot 

days.  

Wear sunscreen and a hat. 

 Your Support  

Finally, as parents you can help me by understanding the participation expected of a golf team 

member, and encouraging your child to remain dedicated. I have prepared a practice schedule 

for team members to follow, although different players may need to focus on different skills 

some times. Coaching a golf team presents unique challenges that other sports do not face. 

Unlike other sports, we do not have one place for the team to practice and the team is spread out 

over several courses. This makes it impossible for me to see each player, every day. It is just me 

and my assistant for all of the teams. Golf is considered an individual sport, and often players 

practice by themselves. However, we encourage them to practice with their teammates.  

 



Out of necessity, I spend more time during the year with the varsity players, getting them ready 

for the district, regional and state tournaments at the end of the year. I explain this to the 

younger players so that they don't feel ignored. I know that the younger players especially have 

to rely on parents to take them to and from the course every day, and I'm sure that can be an 

inconvenience at times. However, as with every other sport, the only way the players will 

improve and play their best during tournaments is to diligently practice. This includes not only 

committing the time to practice, but practicing the way you need to practice to improve at golf. 

Please talk to your son/daughter about his/her golf practice frequently, not in a way that is 

overbearing or puts pressure on them, but in an encouraging way. With your support, I know 

that being a member of the golf team will be a great experience for your child.  

Thanks for all of your support  

Sean Ewing 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Signature Page 
 

We have read and understand the Seven Lakes Golf Program. We agree to adhere to the 

guidelines set forth by Katy ISD, Seven Lakes HS, participating golf courses and Seven Lakes 

Coaches. We are committed to helping make this program successful.  

 

 

Parent Name: (Print) 

 

 

Parent Signature: 

 

 

Student Name: (Print) 

 

 

Student Signature: 

 

 


