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CURRENT NEWS DATES TO SAVE

18U CAPTURES
TITLE...PROGRAM
FINISHES 16-8
OVERALL IN VERO
The annual trip to Vero Beach, Florida did not disappoint.  The
program sent down five teams in four (13, 14, 16 & 18U) divisions. 
 In those divisions a total of 50 teams from 7 states and 2
countries were competing.. 
18U RECAP - GAME 1.  On the opening day of the tournament
the older boys drew the 8 am game but the boys wasted little
time in waking up the bats and knocking off the LI Mudcats 11-1 . 
 Caleb Hautajarvi threw 5 solid innings, allowing the lone run on
4 hits while striking out 8.  Leading the way at the plate was Leo
Matuga (Carroll University) with multiple hits, runs and RBI's
while Andrew Rog drove in a pair of runs and Hunter Carlson
doubled.
In GAME 2 it was more of the same as the  team jumped out to a
quick 2-0 lead and never looked back with six more in the
second inning versus  Top Tier North 18U in route to a 10-0 victory.
  Hunter Carlson was hot at the plate collecting three hits and
driving in 4 runs.  Leo Matuga picked up a couple more RBI's 
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to push his total to 4 on the day. On the mound Tyler
Guerin dominated with a masterful 2 hitter in 5 innings of
work with 12 strikeouts and a lone walk. The lanky right
hander threw 70 pitches of which 53 were recorded strikes. 
GAME 3 had a very interesting start against the Keystone
State Bombers American. In the top half of the first, Hunter
Carlson hitting second in the lineup fouled a ball straight
into the ground and it somehow found his nose breaking it
instantly and removing him from the game.  As with every
team sport its next man up.  Chase McQuade out of River
Falls, WI was up to the task of catching AJ Rasmussen.
The bottom of the first was a quick learning curve after the opening batter
reached via a walk and scoring without the aid of a base hit but Chase was
stellar the rest of the outing. However that was the only run Keystone would
muster as AJ Rasmussen the Washington State commit would hold them
hitless over 4 innings of work while striking out 9 with 4 walks. The name of the
game is scoring runs and it wasn't until the top of the 4th the team started
making noise. In a pitchers duel the last thing you want to do is walk multiple
hitters in an inning and that's exactly what the Keystone starter did.  With one
out Tyler Guerin walked, Brayden Olson (Purdue) singled and Jacob Coshenet
(Iowa Central CC) walked to load the bases and to put the first threat together. 
 Bradyn Bezanson hit a sac fly to right field to score Guerin and Olson moved to
third.  With two outs and two strikes and the always amped Olson dying to do
something at third Coach Eddie sent Coshenet and the cut play by Keystone
had no chance as Olson slid safely across the plate to put the Blizzard up 2-1.   It
turns out that run is all that was needed as Shea Landa (Bismark State) pitched
a scoreless 5th inning to pick up the save and preserve the no hitter while
moving the boys to 3-0 in the tournament.  The team only had 3 hits in the
game with Brayden Olson collecting two of them.

GAME 4.  The fate of the team was sealed going into game four as a spot in the
bracket on Monday was secured.  The rotation was re-worked as the game 4
starter was now pushed to the semi-final game.  The boys managed to win 5-1
over Dowingtown Baseball Club.  Fan favorite and pitcher only "PO" AJ
Rasmussen (Washington State) had his shot at glory but unfortunately it did not
work out in his lone at bat.

GAME 5 (SEMI-FINALS).  Bradyn Bezanson out of Hudson, WI made the start and
threw a scoreless top half of the first inning.  Blizzard was able to strike in the
first after Brayden Kohls (Gustavus) drew a leadoff walk and advanced to
second on a Guerin ground out. The catcher attempted to back-pick Kohls and   

Hunter Carlson (uncommitted)  
 catching in Championship

mnba.blizzardelitebaseball.com Page 2



air-mailed the ball into the outfield allowing Kohl's to score to put Blizzard up 
1-0. Bezanson pitched a gem throwing 4 plus innings while striking out five. 
 The lone run for Keystone came across after a single and double with one out
to tie the game 1-1 in the 4th inning. Brayden Olson came on in relief in the fifth
with a runner on first. After yielding a single it was three strikeouts in a row to
retire the side. Olson would throw 2 more innings, collecting another 3
strikeouts. In the bottom of the 7th Rog drew a leadoff walk and Kohls singled
on a check-swing blooper over the pitcher’s head to bring up Hunter Carlson.
Blizzard needed to push a run across as extra innings is similar to the pros with
the runner going on second base and at that point anything can happen.
Carlson was asked to bunt but after a couple foul balls drove a pitch into right
field. Rog tagged up but was gunned down at third by a perfect relay. On the
attempted tag, Kohls did move into scoring position to give the Blizzard one
more chance. Tyler Guerin stepped to the plate and punched a single up the
middle to score the winning run with two outs. The team battled throughout
that game and won the duel 2-1. It was a complete team effort on the mound
and defensively to contain the tough opponent.

In the Championship the Blizzard was facing off against the West Chester
Dragons. Kohl’s scored the winning run to get to the Chip and was handed the
ball on the mound. He would work 5 innings of 1 hit ball while striking out 8. He
got all the help he would need in the bottom of the first after Hunter Carlson
walked a brief mound visit was made when Guerin worked the count to 3-0. The
mound visit did not pay dividends as the next pitch was deposited well over the
right field wall for a 2-run homer. The Blizzard would tack on a few more runs in
the later innings with doubles from Jacob Coshenet, Parker Huebsch (Bethel),
Chase McQuade and a triple from Kohls.  Hautajarvi threw the sixth and gave
way to Mueller in the 7th as he picked up the save. It was a bittersweet day as
the team captured back-to-back titles in Vero Beach in the 18U division but for
the seniors it marked the end to some long careers. 
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16U Tournament Recap.  When you play tournaments long enough you realize
that once you reach 15U and older the typical consensus is you lose a game in
pool play and the odds of making bracket are slim. 16U came out of the gates
and lost the opener 2-0 to a team out of Quebec. The boys would rebound
nicely and win the next three games via 9-1, 5-3 and 16-0 scores.  The loss in the
opener was heart breaking as the team ran the table and went 4-0. At 10:30 pm
on Sunday night coach Albers gets the call from the tournament direct
inquiring if the team is still here and ready to play bracket play.  Although the
exact details are fuzzy at this point it is fair say that the Quebec team rostered
some illegal players and was disqualified vaulting 16U into bracket play. The
boys were up 1-0 heading to the 5th but lost a heart breaker 2-1 in 7th innings. It
shows how humbling the game can be as the 16U squad played extremely well
all weekend but in a game that can be decided by inches fell just short in the
Semi-Finals.

15U Tournament Recap.  In the President’s Day Challenge there is no true 15U
division but rather the 15U boys play in the 16U division.  The boys first two pool
games were against teams the same age and they won via 4-1 and 6-1 scores.
Heading into the game on Sunday it was common knowledge that the first
game against the 16U Wester Chester Dragons would be huge as both teams
were 2-0 heading into the matchup (whoever wins was going to win the pool).It
was not for a lack of effort but that West Chester Dragons team could flat out
hit and found some barrels. Blizzard 15U feel on the Stadium field 8-0. The team
didn’t stay down long and exploded with a 20-3 win to leave the sunshine state
on a positive note. Again, 3-1 in a tournament is not bad by any means but it
shows how truly hard it is to win a tournament at this level.
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14U Tournament Recap. The 14U team had consistent offense, good enough
pitching, and defense to run the table in pool play (4-0) to earn the top seed
heading into Championship Monday. They knocked off a couple teams from
Pennsylvania and a couple from Florida. The boys fell to tournament runner-up
PA Thunder 16-5 in the Semi-Finals. The saying when it rains it pours cannot be
truer as the team from Pennsylvania did not miss many barrels in the Semi-
Final matchup. As coach Sanchez indicated after the game, there was plenty to
be proud of and even though the result was not what the boys were hoping for
it was still a great weekend in Vero Beach. 

13U Tournament Recap.  This tournament is always special for the 13U age as it
is the first time the boys experience regular size fields, in addition to heavier
bats (drop 5). The boys opened with a hard fought 5-2 loss to the Chobee
Dirtbags. The team would battle all weekend but eventually dropped all four
games on the trip. However, as they say in sports you don’t lose you learn. You
must take every opportunity as a learning experience and the coaches/boys will
make some adjustments and bounce back in Arizona next month.         
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TREASURE COAST PRESIDENT'S DAY
CHALLENGE STATISTICAL LEADERS
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Important Dates

PLAY WITH THE BEST IN THE STATE 
VERSUS THE BEST IN THE COUNTRY
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If you are looking to enhance your mental
game, the Blizzard Program is now
offering a new MENTAL PERFORMANCE
aspect.  Contact Cole Albers for more info
cole@minnesotabaseballacademy.com

If you are in the need of some one on one
lessons via hitting, pitching, catching do
not hesitate to reach out to coach Bryan
Sanchez to coordinate -
bryan@minnesotabaseballacademy.com

9U - 14U Spring Tryouts

SATURDAY -  FEB 25TH
9 AM -  9U-10U-11U

11  AM -  12U ,  13U
1  PM -  14U

Spring Make-up Tryouts

FRIDAY -  MARCH 3 @ 6
PM (ALL AGES)

March 4th @ 7-9 PM

MINNESOTA RECRUITING
SEMINAR -  CHS FIELD

March 23-26

WCP AZ SPRING
TRAINING TOURNAMENT

(12U-14U)


