
 

 

                          MASSACHUSETTS HOCKEY, INC. 
BOARD MINUTES 

January 8, 2024 - Sheraton Needham Boston 
 

The meeting of the Massachusetts Hockey Board of Directors was held on Monday, January 8, 
2028, at the Sheraton Needham Boston.  
 
Meeting called to order by Stephen Palmacci at 7:13 PM.  
 
1. PRESIDENT’S OPENING REMARKS 

Stephen Palmacci: Welcome. 
 
Rick Nadeau: Spent time growing the gaming in Ranger’s organization and is now working 
with PWHL focused on grassroots efforts. There are 3 areas of focus: 1) access to the sport 
(support Little Bruins program) 2) players out to rinks and active in community and 3) 
inspiration and pathways for girls. rick@nadeausportsgroup.com 

 
2. RULES PROPOSALS 

Christopher Gong: Have any proposed Rule, Regulation, Bylaw or Policy changes, in no later 
than Monday, January 29, 2024.  The Rules Committee will be meeting in mid-February to 
review and provide recommendations for discussions towards the approval or disapproval.  
These proposals will then be presented to the BOD during the March 2024 Massachusetts 
Hockey meeting. By presenting and discussing these now, will hopefully eliminate the long 
discussions at the annual meeting.  All final recommendations of approval or disapproval by 
the Rules Committee will be presented to and voted upon by the BOD for ratification at the 
2024 Massachusetts Hockey Annual meeting. All rule changes should be sent to 
cgong@mahockey.org using the template emailed to board. 

 
3. FINANCE REPORT 

Chris Holden: Sent financial statement year to date prior to the meeting. Income is up 12% 
year to date due to increase in registration fee increase. Upcoming incoming will be from 
tournaments and player development. Expenses are up due to CORI costs as expected.  Mass 
Hockey Hall of Fame secured a number of sponsors reducing the loss from $20K to $5K. $1.8M 
Cash on Balance Sheet. Received a draft of the audit from the last fiscal year which will be 
reviewed by Finance committee at next meeting. 

Massachusetts 

Hockey Financials YTD December 240108.pdf 
 

4. CLERKS REPORT /APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Tim McMahon      Secretary      tmcmahon@mahockey.org 

mailto:rick@nadeausportsgroup.com
mailto:cgong@mahockey.org


 

 

A motion was made to approve the November 6th, 2023, Board Meeting Minutes, seconded, 
and unanimously approved with no abstentions. 
 

5. ELECTIONS ANNOUCEMENT 
Tim McMahon: The following positions will be elected this year: 1st VP, 2nd VP, 4th VP, Clerk, 
2 at-large positions on EBoard, and 2 USA Hockey Directors. Deadline to submit name to 
nomination committee is February 20, 2024. I’ll share the list 1 week prior to the March 
meeting.  Nominations from the floor will close at the March 4th meeting.  Elections will take 
place at the annual meeting. 
 

6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Kevin Kavanagh: Tournament time is underway again. There are over 500 games in 2 
weekends to organize. New partnership with Taz Jersey Designs. Working to close with 
Mass General on presenting partnership. Notification for 2010s for player development to 
go live shortly.  Coaches who are redlined can contact Paul Moore for temp card process 
with a substantial fee. 
 

7. VICE PRESIDENT REPORTS (1ST, 2ND, 3RD, 4TH, 5TH) 
Jeff Brown, 1st VP, Administration 
Tournaments, Peter Giuliano: no update. 
 
National Tournaments, Dave Hymovitz: no update. 
 
Girls Tournament, Mark Lissner: no update. 
 
Christine Mayer, 2nd VP, Administration 
Discipline, Christopher Gong: There have 50 match penalties to date. John Murray has done 
the majority of the hearings to date. Discipline matters require more investigative efforts. 
Need to consider higher penalties for abuse of official, fighting, and also enforcement of 
suspensions in tournaments.  
 
Rules, Christopher Gong: update above. 

 
Steve Rizzo, 3rd VP, Operations 
Player Development – Steve Rizzo: 2010 player notifications to be sent shortly. 
 
Adaptive Hockey - Ray Leblanc: February 25th is the Adaptive Hockey Date, All Disciplines 
promoted, details on website. Boston Warriors are going to their first tournament. 
 
ADM – Jim Maimone: 7 competitive body checking clinics scheduled with Roger Grillo across 
the state. Need 6 volunteers for each station, see Jim. 



 

 

 
Tom McGrath, 4th VP, Events 
Hall of Fame Committee – Dan Esdale: No update. 
 
Sportsmanship – Tom McGrath: Will launch the applications in a week or two for Phil Zona 
Sportsmanship Awards. 
 
Christopher Gong, 5th VP, Planning 
Long Range – Jeremiah Tabor: Long range planning group has met over zoom a few times. 
The committee focused on presenting options for redistricting Mass Hockey. Will use last 
year’s registration data and series of questions for districts. Looking to have this completed 
for the May meeting. 
 
Safety – Tom Smith/Nicole Siglin: Updated concussion cards. Communicating concussion 
reporting and returning to play protocols. Only 6 have been reported which is believed to be 
under reported. USA Hockey is looking to collect data on youth ages.  Rule change 
consideration for neck laceration guards and winter meeting at USA Hockey. 
 
Diversity & Inclusion – Christopher Gong: Working with Boston Warriors to grow the game 
through DEI grants. Updating website to focus on growing the game. 

 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
See above. 
 

9. DISTRICT/SECTION REPORTS 
 
Dist 1. Playdowns start Friday night.   
Dist 2.  Playdowns will be done on Sunday. 
Dist 3.  Playdowns are almost done. 
Dist 4.  Playdowns start this weekend. 
Dist 5.  not present 
Dist 6.  not present 
Dist 7.  not present 
Dist 8.  Playdowns almost complete. 
Dist 9.  Playdowns started last week. 
Dist 10. Playdowns start the 13th -19th. 
G/W.  10/12/14 March Tournament, complete roster exemptions 
Club.  not present 
 

 



 

 

10. USA HOCKEY REPORTS 
 

Bob Joyce: National Bound Tier 1 recruitment task force is leaning toward no in season 
recruitment. In season conversations for next season could sign players based on dates, 
tryouts could then happen based on dates. Mass Hockey is looking for a Tier 2 exemption.  
We would then need to look at our Mass Hockey Tryout Rules. Also, looking at dispute 
guidelines and who can be called a Tier 1 team. 
 
Steve Rizzo: Player Development National Committee Tier 1 Presentation 
 
Tom McGrath: National Bound Teams meeting with host sites. Youth Council meeting 
tomorrow. Adding goal tending development positions nationally and at affiliate level to 
support growth. 
 
Christine Mayer: Legal Counsel is looking to review and update bylaws based on changes 
over many years and consider billeting rules. Billeting can have an impact for us as an 
affiliate. Also looking at rule for locker room monitoring to prevent player safety situations. 
 

 
11. RISK MANAGEMENT, OFFICIATING, REGISTRAR, COACHING 
 

Registrar - Peter Giuliano: not present. 
 
Risk Management- Steve Gear: AG is new accident processer. Will update form on website 
soon. 
 
Officiating – Kevin Donovan: Registrations have closed for referees. 2129 surpassed last 
year. Still working to get officials to complete certifications. Level 2, 3, and 4, we are up 150 
officials over last year. Discussion to change registration dates at winter meeting to open 
April 1.  
 
Coaching - Paul Moore: not present. 
 
Goaltending - Cam Earle: Women in goaltending day on Nov 11 at College of the Holly Cross. 
Hosting monthly parent calls to be shared. Looking to offer more clinics in the spring. 
 
High School - John Murray: 3 Schools attending: NAHA, Springfield Thunderbirds, and CATS 
Academy 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS 
 



 

 

None. 
 

13. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tom McGrath: Asked the question about feeling toward neck guard proposals. 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn accepted at 8:47 pm. 


