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1. The Plaintiffs, JOHN DEAN (“Dean”), individually and in his capacity as a member 

of   USA WRESTLING NEW JERSEY, INC., ANTHONY ARROYO (“Arroyo”) and 

DIANA BARKMAN (“Barkman”) individually and in their capacities as members of 

the Board of USA WRESTLING NEW JERSEY, INC., and on behalf of USA 

WRESTLING NEW JERSEY, INC. complaining against the above-named defendants, 

allege as follows: 

      

THE PARTIES 

 

2. The plaintiffs, JOHN DEAN, ANTHONY ARROYO and DIANA BARKMAN are 

individuals who are all members of USA WRESTLING NJ, INC. (“USAWNJ”).   

3. The defendants, JEFFREY DICKMAN (“Dickman”), NANCY ZEUNA (“Zuena”), 

RICHARD PUERTO (“Puerto”), WILLIAM  TERRELL (“Terrell”), OMAR 

FELICIANO (“Feliciano”), CHRIS CURTIS (“Curtis”), RON FAZIO (“Fazio”), 

DAVID MAURO (“Mauro”), GARY BROWNELL (“Brownell”),  PETER DI BIASI 

(“Di Biasi”), JOANNA ROMAN (“Roman”), CHRIS TRESTON (“Treston”) and 

HARRY TURNER (“Turner”) are individuals who, at all times mentioned  in this 

Complaint were members of the governing body of USAWNJ. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

4. This is an action for fraud, negligence and various breaches of fiduciary duty by the 

named defendants derived from their individual and concerted actions, omissions and 

knowing misrepresentations in their conduct of the business of USAWNJ. As set forth 

below, the named Board members have violated their public trust and breached their 

fiduciary duties to the members of USAWNJ by, among other things, failing to 

 UNN-L-003416-22   11/16/2022 2:09:17 PM   Pg 2 of 17   Trans ID: LCV20223965784 



implement sound accounting practices, resulting in USAWNJ’s failure to file tax 

returns from 2017 through 2021 and the consequent revocation of its non-profit status 

for more than one year, a year throughout which it unlawfully continued to solicit 

charitable contributions from the public.  

5. At least one defendant, Dickman, while he was state chairman of USAWNJ, knowingly 

and, upon information and belief, repeatedly misappropriated funds by accepting 

deposits, in amounts yet to be disclosed but not less than $17,000,00, intended for 

USAWNJ into his personal accounts by VENMO.  

6. Other named defendants tacitly approved of Dickman’s conduct and failed to report it; 

indeed, several of these members compromised “investigation” into Dickman’s 

conduct by maintaining. communication with him before, during and after a crucial 

meeting at which Dickman’s malfeasance was discussed. 

7. One member of the Board was subject to a claim of sexual misconduct by a New Jersey 

youth wrestling coach; at least two of the members knowingly, and in violation of New 

Jersey law, failed to report the allegation to appropriate law enforcement authorities.  

The failure to have the claim properly investigated by authorities allowed the accused 

Board member to maintain his position as a Chairman on the board which resulted in 

at least to two additional sexual misconduct claims being levied against the same Board 

member following a USAW sanctioned tournament in Fargo, ND in July of 2022. 

8. Broadly speaking, the named defendants mismanaged the business of USAWNJ by 

patterns of gross negligence manifested in the conduct of business with utter disregard 

of the organization’s bylaws, which resulted in the loss of membership rights and 

breaching the trust of the general membership, failure to enforce membership 
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requirements for meetings, failure to accept fiduciary roles and failure to conduct 

elections in accordance with the publicly submitted guidelines.  The defendants 

circumvented normal channels of communication, using personal e-mail, in a conscious 

effort to conceal their unlawful behavior.  

9. The dysfunction of the Board, and the collective effort of the defendants to obfuscate 

their misconduct was manifest at its meeting of November 14, 2022. 

10. At that meeting, Arroyo presented a letter which set forth the grievances of the 

Plaintiffs; Arroyo moved for a vote to suspend the defendants from the Board pending 

further investigation. 

11. When Arroyo made his motion, he was subject to intimidation and the threat of physical 

violence by Terrell and others; and Zuena called for him to be removed from the 

meeting.  

12.  Before he was removed from the meeting, on the strength of Zueana’s demonstrably 

false account of his conduct, Arroyo, together with Backman, recorded his vote to 

suspend the defendants. All other members abstained. 

13. By virtue of a quorum having been present, and a vote of 2-0 having been taken to 

suspend the defendants, the defendants are pursuant to the plain language of the by-

laws of USAWNJ, suspended from the Board effective November 14, 2022. 

14.  Upon information and belief, some or all of the defendants, having been confronted 

with the plaintiff’s grievances, are in real time working in real time to cover their tracks 

by conspiring to obscure or minimize the gravity and extent of their wrongdoing. 
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FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 

15. USAWNJ is a corporation organized under New Jersey law and, at its inception, was  

qualified as a non-profit corporation pursuant to section 501(c) (3) of the IRS code.  

16. USAWNJ is engaged in the business of supporting and promoting amateur youth 

wrestling and assisting young wrestlers throughout the State of New Jersey.  

17. In furtherance of its mission, USAWNJ supports young amateur wrestlers by, among 

other things, organizing tournaments and providing funding to its members with for 

travel and lodging costs, equipment, coaching, facilities, venues and security. 

18.  The plaintiffs have come to discover a broad pattern of abuse, concealment, 

malfeasance, gross negligence and misrepresentation by the defendants, all of which 

insures to the detriment of the plaintiffs and to USAWNJ.  

19.  Among other things, as further specified below, the defendants have alternately 

engaged in theft, commingling of funds, failures to report incidences of sexual abuse 

of minors, conflicts of interest, failure to file tax returns and failure to provide a full 

accounting of the financial affairs of USAWNJ; defendants neglect of the financial 

affairs of USAWNJ even led to the revocation of its tax exempt status in January 

2021—a fact that was deliberately concealed from its members and the public even as 

solicitation of charitable contributions continued. 

 

JEFFREY DICKMAN 

20. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Dickman was a member of the Board. 

21. On or about January 6, 2022, at a meeting of the USAWNJ’s state governing body, and 

in response to an inquiry posed by a member prompted by the apparent failure to file 
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IRS forms 990, Dickman averred that USAWNJ “had held its tax-exempt status” and 

that “[its] non-profit is not in jeopardy.” 

22. In fact, at the very time he made that representation, Dickman knew that USAWNJ’s 

tax exempt status had been revoked since January 2021. 

23. Notwithstanding his knowledge that USAWNJ did not have tax exempt status, 

Dickman affirmatively misled the public by falsely claiming that USAWNJ maintained 

tax exempt status to solicit donations from January 2021 to July 2022. 

24. In fact, USAWNJ’s tax exempt status had been revoked as the result of Dickman’s 

failure to ensure that annual reports for New Jersey and IRS forms 990 over the course 

of his tenure as chairman from 2017 to 2022. 

25. In addition to the foregoing misrepresentations, Dickman knowingly misappropriated 

funds belonging to USAWNJ by taking deposits into his personal VENMO account 

and failing to turn over cash deposits in an appropriate time and fashion. 

26. To date, the Plaintiffs are aware of at least $14,000 belonging to USAWNJ that was 

unlawfully taken by Dickman, for which no accounting has been provided. 

27. In addition, Dickman has refused to return property belonging to USAWNJ that he 

appropriated for his personal use; namely, a MacBook computer that had been provided 

for USAWNJ’s business. 

 

NANCY ZUENA 

28. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Zuena was the treasurer of USAWNJ. 

 UNN-L-003416-22   11/16/2022 2:09:17 PM   Pg 6 of 17   Trans ID: LCV20223965784 



29. In her capacity as treasurer, Zuena had an enhanced duty to ascertain, record and 

disclose all relevant facts pertinent to the financial affairs of USAWNJ including, but 

not limited to, recording all accounts receivable and payable. 

30. Zuena was aware, or should have been aware, of irregular financial activity that 

occurred over the course of her tenure but alternately failed to investigate or report such 

activity for the benefit of USAWNJ. 

31. In fact, Zuena had more than once voiced her “suspicion” that the financial affairs of 

USAWNJ were amiss but failed to make any follow up inquiries of her own or to ask 

other Board members to do so. 

32. Upon information and belief, Zuena approved of Dickman’s commingling USAWNJ 

funds with his personal account and failed, in violation of her duty, to report the 

misappropriation. 

33. At various times during her tenure, Zuena’s husband, son and daughter provided paid 

security services to USAWNJ at various state and regional tournaments. 

34. USAWNJ was required by law to file 1099 forms for any vendors paid $600.00 or 

more. 

35. Zuena failed to file forms 1099 for the services provided by her husband or children, 

all of whom were paid more than $600.00 in any given year, illustrating the clear 

conflict of interest by which Zuena sought to enrich her husband and children at the 

expense of USAWNJ. 

36. Throughout the period 2017 through 2022, Zuena, failed or neglected to fulfill her duty 

to complete required IRS forms and annual report forms required by the State of New 

Jersey.  
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37. Upon information and belief, Zuena actively conspired, with Dickman, to mislead the 

members of USAWNJ in connection with the revocation of its 501 (c) (3) status; Zuena 

knew, or should have known, that the status had been revoked but misled the members 

to believe otherwise. 

 

WILLIAM TERRELL 

38.  From July 2019 to the present, Terrell has served as Vice Chairman of USAWNJ. 

39.  In that capacity, Terrell had a fiduciary duty to maintain awareness of the 

organization’s financial affairs and to report any irregularities or wrongdoing. 

40. Terrell failed to approve and implement reporting systems to ensure compliance and 

maintain accurate financial records. 

41. Terrell was aware of and at least tacitly approved of the commingling of USAWNJ and 

personal funds by Dickman.            

 

RICHARD PUERTO 

42. From August 2019 Puerto has served as USAWNJ’s finance committee chairman. 

43. In his capacity as Chairman of the finance committee Puerto was specifically assigned 

the task of creating a four-member finance committee under his supervision to 

implement and maintain best accounting and reporting practices. 

44. Puerto did not form a finance committee, and, throughout his tenure, he failed to 

implement financial reporting systems to ensure the accuracy and transparency of 

USAWNJ’s finances resulting, among other things, in the revocation of USAWNJ’s 

501(c) (3) status. 
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45. Most egregiously, while Puerto at various times vaguely expressed concern over 

“questionable accounting practices” he failed to bring those concerns to the attention 

of USAWNJ’s members and made no effort to follow up. 

46. Coterminous with his membership on the Board of USAWNJ, Puerto was also the 

chairman of Fair Lawn Youth Wrestling. 

47. Puerto failed to disclose his chairmanship with Fair Lawn Youth Wrestling, when, as 

the person who selected the state tournament qualifying sites and their sequencing, he 

selected Fair Lawn Youth Wrestling to host the most profitable qualifier, without 

regard to the interests of USAWNJ, resulting in a clear conflict of interest. 

48. In addition, upon information and belief, Puerto knew about Dickman’s commingling 

of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s personal accounts. Despite that knowledge, 

Puerto approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the members. 

49. Moreover, Puerto was aware of but failed to report the sexual misconduct of a sitting 

Board member to law enforcement as required by NJS 52:27G-7.1(f). 

 

OMAR FELICIANO 

50. At all times mentioned in this complaint, Feliciano was a member of the Board. 

51. Throughout his tenure, Feliciano was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

52. Feliciano knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 
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53. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Feliciano voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

JOHN WELCH 

54. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Welch was a member of the Board. 

55. Throughout his tenure, Welch was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

56. Welch knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

57. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Welch voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

58. In addition to the foregoing, Welch, despite his admitted knowledge that the tax-exempt 

status of USAWNJ had been revoked, actively encouraged it’s continued deception of 

the public by promoting the continued use of the invalidated tax ID number, addressing 

fellow Board Member Anthony Arroyo with the rhetorical question “who is really 

going to challenge if it’s presented to them.” In fact, Welch knowingly conveyed the 

invalid tax ID number to the same member of the Board, in via e-mail. 

 

CHRIS CURTIS 

59. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Curtis was a member of the Board. 

60. Throughout his tenure, Curtis was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 
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61. Curtis knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

62. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Curtis voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

DAVID MAURO 

63. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Mauro was a member of the Board. 

64. Throughout his tenure, Mauro was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

65. Mauro knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

66. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Mauro voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

RON FAZIO 

67. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Fazio was a member of the Board. 

68. Throughout his tenure, Fazio was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

69. Fazio knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

 UNN-L-003416-22   11/16/2022 2:09:17 PM   Pg 11 of 17   Trans ID: LCV20223965784 



70. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Fazio voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

GARY BROWNELL 

71. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Brownell was a member of the Board. 

72. Throughout his tenure, Brownell was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

73. Brownell knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

74. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Brownell voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

PETER DI BIASI 

75. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Di Biasi was a member of the Board. 

76. Throughout his tenure, Di Biasi was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

77. Di Biasi knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

78. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Di Biasi voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 
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JOANNA ROMAN 

79. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Roman was a member of the Board. 

80. Throughout her tenure, Roman was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

81. Roman knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

82. Notwithstanding her knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the 

other Board members, Roman voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

CHRIS TRESTON 

83. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Treston was a member of the Board. 

84. Throughout his tenure, Treston was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

85. Treston knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

86. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Treston voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

HARRY TURNER 

87. At all times mentioned in this Complaint, Turner was a member of the Board. 
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88. Throughout his tenure, Turner was aware of USAWNJ’s tax filing delinquencies and 

failed to take any action to correct them or to implement sound accounting practices. 

89. Turner knew about Dickman’s commingling of USAWNJ’s funds with Dickman’s 

personal accounts and approved and/or failed to report that malfeasance to the 

members. 

90. Notwithstanding his knowledge of the improper and unlawful actions taken by the other 

Board members, Turner voted to re-elect them and himself to the Board. 

 

COUNT I  

(BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY AS TO ALL DEFENDANTS) 

91. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 

90. 

92. By virtue of the foregoing, all of the named defendants stand in breach of their fiduciary 

duty to USAWNJ and its members. 

93. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ breach of fiduciary duty. 

 

COUNT II  

(FRAUD AS TO DEFENDANTS DICKMAN AND ZUENA) 

94. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 

37. 

95. Dickman and Zuena knew that USAWNJ had lost its tax-exempt status as of January 

2021 but knowingly mispresented that the tax exempt status remained intact. 

96. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ fraud. 
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COUNT III 

(THEFT OF FUNDS BY DEFENDANT DICKMAN) 

97. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 

27. 

98. Dickman knowingly misappropriated funds belonging to USAWNJ, and, despite 

repeated demand, has failed to account for them. 

99. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ theft and fraud. 

 

COUNT IV 

(NEGLIGENCE AS TO ALL DEFENDANTS) 

100. The Plaintiffs repeat and incorporate the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 

through 99. 

101. The defendants were negligent in their conduct concerning the affairs of USAWNJ. 

102. The Plaintiffs have been damaged by the defendants’ negligence. 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment 

against the defendants jointly and severally as follows: 

A. Declaring that the defendants have been suspended from the Board, effective 

November 14, 2022, by virtue of the vote of the members at the meeting held on 

that date; 

B.  removing each of the above-named Defendants from the Board of Directors of 

USAWNJ; 
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C. Compelling the defendants to provide a full and complete accounting, by an 

independent auditor, of all monies collected by USAWNJ or expended by 

USAWNJ from 2017 through the present date; 

D. Appointing a receiver for all funds collected by USAWNJ and directing that all 

funds now held by USAWNJ be transferred to an escrow account to be 

maintained by the Plaintiffs under the supervision of the receiver; 

E. Awarding the Plaintiffs reimbursement for all costs incurred as a result of the 

Defendant's breaches; and 

F. Awarding treble damages together with attorneys’ fees and costs of suit.  

 

JURY DEMAND 

  Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury as to all issues. 

 

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO RULE 4:5-1 

I hereby certify that the matter in controversy is not the subject of any other action pending 

in any court or of a pending arbitration proceeding, and no other action or arbitration proceeding 

is contemplated.  

 Further, I am, at present and subject to further investigation, unaware of any names of any 

non-parties who should otherwise be joined in this action pursuant to R.4:28 or who is subject to 

joinder pursuant to R.4:29-1(b) because of potential liability to any part on the basis of the same 

facts.  

MAITLIN, MAITLIN, GOODGOLD 

BRASS & BENNETT 
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 ___________________________________ 

          Dean T. Bennett, Esq.  

November 16, 2022 
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Case Details: UNION | Civil Part Docket# L-003416-22

Case Caption: DEAN JOHN  VS DICKMAN JEFFREY

Case Initiation Date: 11/16/2022

Attorney Name: DEAN T BENNETT

Firm Name: MAITLIN MAITLIN GOODGOLD BRASS & 

BENNETT

Address: 33 BLEEKER ST STE. 210

MILLBURN NJ 07041

Phone: 9735440800

Name of Party: PLAINTIFF : Dean, John 

Name of Defendant’s Primary Insurance Company 
(if known): Unknown

THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THIS FORM CANNOT BE INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE
CASE CHARACTERISTICS FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING IF CASE IS APPROPRIATE FOR MEDIATION

Do parties have a current, past, or recurrent relationship? NO

If yes, is that relationship:    

Does the statute governing this case provide for payment of fees by the losing party? NO

Use this space to alert the court to any special case characteristics that may warrant individual 
management or accelerated disposition:

Do you or your client need any disability accommodations? NO
If yes, please identify the requested accommodation:

Will an interpreter be needed? NO
If yes, for what language:

Please check off each applicable category: Putative Class Action? NO  Title 59? NO  Consumer Fraud? NO 

I certify that confidential personal identifiers have been redacted from documents now submitted to the 
court, and will be redacted from all documents submitted in the future in accordance with Rule 1:38-7(b)

Case Type: OTHER Breach of fiduciary duty

Document Type: Complaint with Jury Demand

Jury Demand: YES - 6 JURORS

Is this a professional malpractice case?  NO

Related cases pending: NO

If yes, list docket numbers: 
Do you anticipate adding any parties (arising out of same 
transaction or occurrence)? NO

Does this case involve claims related to COVID-19? NO

Are sexual abuse claims alleged by: John Dean? NO

Are sexual abuse claims alleged by: Anthony Arroyo? NO

Are sexual abuse claims alleged by: Diana Barkman? NO
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11/16/2022
Dated

/s/ DEAN T BENNETT
Signed
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