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‘Cats headed to the Ivy’s

GRANT ABBOTT
Bowling Green State University
Every college football coach craves an
offensive lineman like Grant Abbott.
The 6’4, 280-pound lineman can play every
position on the line with speed and skill. That’s a
rarity in today’s game.
Abbott is the latest in a long line of successful
linemen to be developed in the halls and fields
of Saint Ignatius. He follows in the footsteps of
greats such as Kevin Woidke ‘15 (Ohio State),
Liam Eichenberg ‘16 (Notre Dame), John
Spellacy ‘17 (East Carolina University), and
Darian Kinnard ‘18 (Kentucky).
Abbott started at several positions for the
Wildcats in 2018, roaming from center to guard
to tackle occasionally. In 2017, Abbott also saw
ample time, filling in where needed. Abbott
graded out at a 92.5% blocking efficiency in 11
games in 2018, enough to earn him All-District
and All-Ohio honors.
Watching Abbott play, it’s no wonder he drew
so many offers and attention. The Clevelander
plays with controlled aggression, deftly and
strongly paving running lanes in the ground
game and deflecting pass rushers smartly in the
pass game. His technique and work ethic make
him an excellent player.
Abbott’s leadership also shined through last
season as a captain. The tough player provided
stability and leadership for a young offensive
line, helping the offense immeasurably.
Plenty of colleges demonstrated interest in
Abbott, but at the end of the day, Bowling Green
proved to be the perfect fit.
“All of the coaches there, they showed me the
utmost confidence in myself. It only makes me
feel better about the decision. I’m excited,”
Abbott said upon committing to BGSU.
The Falcons made a head coaching change in
the offseason, hiring Scot Loeffler, the former
Offensive Coordinator at Boston College.
Loeffler is a Barberton native who will be glad to
a have a dynamic, tough Clevelander on his
offensive line.
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JANNIEL BADEAS
St. Bonaventure University
The story of Janniel Badeas is a special one.
Badeas had never heard of rugby before his
cousin broke his leg playing the sport. Hearing of
such an injury would lead most to a solemn vow
not to play the sport. Not Badeas.
Badeas researched the sport, learning the rules
by playing a video game (Rugby World Cup
2011) and watching YouTube videos.
When Badeas chose to attend Saint Ignatius,
he wanted to play rugby more than anything in
the world. His mom warned him not to play because of the injury-risk. Badeas told his mom not
to worry, and began his rugby career with the
Wildcats.
Today, four years later, Badeas becomes a firstgeneration college student.
“It feels pretty good. I’m the first one in my
family to experience college athletics and committing to college,” Badeas says. “It’s an amazing
experience I never thought I would have when I
started playing during freshman year.”
In his first three seasons with the Rugby Cats,
Badeas has established himself as a hard-nosed,
blue-collar player. Badeas doesn’t fear hard
work, making the most of his skills.
Following two years in the program, Badeas
earned a spot among the starting XV last spring.
Badeas traveled with the team to South Africa
last March on a once-in-a-lifetime type of trip.
Badeas played well and came back to Cleveland
with confidence.
Injuries derailed the rest of his junior season,
but St. Bonaventure University noticed him. The
Bonnies, who have two Saint Ignatius alumni on
the roster – Juan Pen and Alex Chura – brought
Badeas into the program.
“When we read the [admissions] email [from
St. Bonaventure], and it said, ‘Welcome to the
family,’ my grandma started crying, and everyone started crying,” Badeas says. “My mom
couldn’t believe the sport she didn’t want me to
play got me a scholarship and into college.”
A hard-working student, Badeas plans on majoring in computer science at St. Bonaventure.
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CADEN CAMPOLIETI
Ohio University
Not everyone can be a star quarterback.
But as Caden Campolieti found out, being a
stud linebacker isn’t so bad. After all, it landed
him a preferred walk-on spot at a great Division I
school.
Campolieti entered Saint Ignatius as a quarterback. The St. Pascal Baylon grad started his
Wildcat career with hopes of winning the starting job, but his dream did not come to fruition.
Instead, Campolieti made a switch to linebacker, on the suggestion of the coaching staff. The
change proved to be great thing for Campolieti.
The Richmond Height native spent his junior
season making the switch to outside linebacker.
Learning from stars Logan Joyce and Tommy
Eichenberg, Campolieti learned the in’s and out’s
of the linebacker position. Ryan Franzinger ‘02,
linebackers coach and defensive coordinator,
helped Campolieti learn the position.
In his senior season, all of Campolieti’s hard
work finally paid off. The 6’1, 220-pound linebacker earned the starting nod.
“When I was announced to be the starter, I
was filled with joy,” Campolieti said. “I had never
started at Saint Ignatius. For my senior year to
start, after working so hard in the offseason to
get to that point was great.”
Campolieti took advantage of the opportunity. He blossomed into a playmaking ‘backer,
equally adept in the run game and in the pass
game. Campolieti made a large impact down
the stretch of the season, helping the Wildcats
limit opposing offenses and earn a home playoff
game amidst an 8-3 campaign in 2018.
By the end of the season, Campolieti had accumulated 26 solo tackles and 19 assists, 5 tackles
for loss, 2 sacks, 2 pass breakups, and 1 interception. He made a big impact on the defense.
A host of colleges wanted Campolieti after his
strong season. At the end of the day, the Ohio
coaching staff and the chance to play with
fellow Wildcats Jett Elad, Nigel Drummond, and
James Leyden ‘17 made the difference.
Campolieti plans on majoring in business, with
a focus on entrepreneurship, at Ohio University.
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NIGEL DRUMMOND
Ohio University
In week one of the 2018 season, an ankle
injury halted a promising senior season for Nigel
Drummond.
For some, a broken ankle might end a career.
Not Nigel Drummond.
Instead, Drummond’s career will continue at
the Division I level, as a preferred walk-on at
Ohio University.
“I don’t want me getting injured to be my last
memory of football,” Drummond says. “That’s
why I wanted to play at the next level and see
my dreams come true.”
Drummond’s dreams will be within reach at
Ohio University, among friends. Drummond joins
Jett Elad and Caden Campolieti as members of
the Bobcats.
In Drummond, OU is receiving a skilled wideout. Despite missing most of his senior season,
Drummond showed off his explosive skills as
a junior. In 2017, he hauled in 13 passes for 242
yards, including a 67-yard touchdown strike
against Archbishop Moeller. In 2018, prior to
his injury, Drummond tallied 2 receptions for
67 yards, including a 59-yard completion off a
screen. Drummond also returned several punts,
showcasing his quickness and elusiveness.
Coach Chuck Kyle ‘69 views Drummond as a
dangerous deep threat and a very skilled playmaker.
“He can catch the ball, he can break deep, he
can put a move on a guy, making a short pass
into a big one,” Kyle says. “He’s smart, veteran,
always has a smile on his face.”
Despite suffering a season-ending injury in
2018, Drummond still served as an excellent
leader and captain. Drummond attended every
practice, helping in any way he could, such as
tossing passes to wideouts or running drills.
Drummond provided a great example to his
teammates on how to make the best of a tough
situation, as Drummond continued to live up to
his responsibility as a team captain.
Whatever his fate on the field, Drummond is a
great student with a bright future. Drummond
plans on majoring in business at OU.
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TOMMY EICHENBERG
The Ohio State University
Players like Tommy Eichenberg don’t come
around very often.
Rarely can one player transform a defense and
disrupt entire gameplans by stepping foot on
the field. And when Coach Chuck Kyle ‘69 compares a player to Trent Zenkewicz ‘91 (an All-Big
10 player at Michigan and a Saint Ignatius Hall of
Famer), you know he’s special.
Tommy Eichenberg is exactly that type of
player, so it’s no surprise that he’s headed to
Columbus, the home to one of college football’s
powerhouse programs and a top Big 10 school.
Eichenberg played a critical role at linebacker
for the Football Cats in 2018. The 6’3, 230-pound
‘backer played a leading role for the defense
and the vaunted “Linebacker Legion.” He led the
team in nearly every category in 2018, recording 80 solo tackles and 46 assists (126 total),
8 sacks, 23 tackles for loss, 5 pass breakups, 7
quarterback hurries, 5 forced fumbles, and 1
interception.
“Tommy brought our defense to another level,”
Coach Kyle said. “He was great at stopping the
run, and when he blitzed, he rushed the passer with passion. Tommy dominates a football
game.”
Eichenberg switched from outside linebacker
prior to Week 3, and the Wildcats ripped off
eight straight wins. The team captain had an
incredible impact.
The Westlake native enjoyed a great 2017
season, too, drawing plenty of offers. Eichenberg originally chose Boston College, but once
his dream school extended an offer, Eichenberg
chose Ohio State. Plenty of Wildcat greats have
attended OSU, including Joe Pickens ‘90, defensive coordinator Ryan Franzinger ‘02, and
Dre’Mont Jones ‘15.
“I’ve always wanted to go there, my entire
life,” Eichenberg said. “That’s my dream school. I
couldn’t pass up the opportunity.”
A multi-sport athlete, Eichenberg also excels in
track & field in shot put and discus. He qualified
for States in 2018 and hopes to do so again in
2019.
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JETT ELAD
Ohio University
Jett Elad has every characteristic you want in a
football player and a student-athlete.
Tough. Hard-working. Smart. Humble. Talented.
Elad is all of these adjectives and more.
The Ohio University-bound cornerback
demonstrated special football ability during
his time with the Football Cats, along with outstanding character that every coach craves. Simply put, Elad is a program cornerstone.
His journey to a college scholarship starts in
Mississauga, Ontario, where Elad was born. The
Canada native dreamed of attending Saint
Ignatius as a kid. Elad watched his older brother, Stan, play for the Wildcats, and admired
Dre’Mont Jones ‘15, a star defensive lineman for
Ohio State and NFL Draft prospect.
Once at Saint Ignatius, Elad set to work in the
classroom and on the field, as well as a volunteer in the bookstore. Elad’s work ethic quickly
became apparent to all who came in contact
with him. During his junior season, Elad earned a
starting spot at corner.
The 6’1, 180-pound prospect never relented
the spot. Elad served as a lockdown corner in
2017 and 2018. He completed his Saint Ignatius
career with 64 solo tackles, 20 assists (84 total),
6 tackles for loss, 18 pass breakups, 2 interception, and 3 blocked kicks. He earned All-District
and All-Ohio honors for his laudable efforts last
season.
Elad drew a wealth of offers from top programs, but at the end of the day, Ohio’s coaching staff appealed most to him. In his eyes,
Ohio’s head coach Frank Solich compares closely to Coach Kyle.
Elad figures to either be a lockdown corner or
a safety at OU. Either way, Elad plans to study
business or econ, as he hopes to become a financial advisor. He’s excited for OU, but will look
back on Wildcat High fondly.
“I want to thank the entire Ignatius community.
They have welcomed me with open arms. Parents, teachers, priests, and everyone have been
amazing.”
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AJ GAICH
Yale University
In some ways, AJ Gaich is the Francisco Lindor
of the Saint Ignatius baseball team.
Always smiling, a great leader, dangerous at
the plate, and speedy on the basepaths, Gaich is
a centerpiece player for the Wildcats.
As such, it’s no mystery why Gaich was
selected as a captain by his teammates entering
the 2019 season. Looking at his hard work on the
field and in the classroom, it’s also not
surprising that Yale University found Gaich in the
summer.
Gaich led the way for the Wildcats in 2018 in all
aspects of the game. At the plate, Gaich finished
second on the squad with a .393 batting average and amongst the best with a .463 on-base
percentage, tallying a team-best 33 hits. On the
basepaths, Gaich topped the team with 28 runs
and 31 stolen bases. His 31 swipes set a new
single-season school record, and places him
within striking distance of Frank DeSico’s
career record of 46. And in the field, Gaich’s
glove proved more than reliable at second base.
“AJ’s a game changer,” said Head Coach Brad
Ganor at the end of the season. “He runs the
bases great and puts so much pressure on the
other team that he gives us a chance every time
that he is on base.”
Gaich earned second-team All-Ohio honors
for his special junior season. A wide variety of
schools came calling in the summer, but the
chance to play for a top Ivy League school appealed most to Gaich.
“I’m super excited to have this opportunity,”
Gaich said upon committing. “Yale has been my
#1 choice for some time and the fact that I’m
able to pursue my dream is awesome. I’m super
excited and can’t wait to be a Bulldog.”
Plenty of excellent Wildcats have paved the
way for Gaich at Yale, including Brian Dowling
‘65 and more recently, Eric Williams ‘12, Mike
Chime ‘17, and Phil Zuccaro ‘18.
But before heading off to Yale, Gaich looks forward to his senior season with the Baseball Cats,
hoping to lead the team to new heights.
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MICHAEL HOLDSWORTH
University of Nebraska
Discipline and work ethic have carried Michael
Holdsworth to one of the best college baseball
programs in the country.
Holdsworth’s career has been defined by a
disciplined approach in all aspects of the game,
from hitting to base running to fielding, along
with a strong work ethic.
Holdsworth’s hard work helped to earn him a
spot on the varsity squad as a sophomore, not
an easy feat to accomplish at a school full of athletic talent. Holdsworth did not start everyday,
but earned 25 plate appearances. Holdsworth
showed an excellent eye for balls and strikes and
the discipline to wait for his pitch.
Head Coach Brad Ganor noticed it from the
start of Holdsworth’s first year on varsity.
“He has one of the better eyes for pitch selection that I’ve seen in a long time,” Ganor said.
“He does a phenomenal job.”
As Ganor avowed, Holdsworth works deep into
counts and draws walks due to his great discipline. As a junior in 2018, Holdsworth topped the
team in walks with 20.
Thanks in part to his walks, Holdsworth stood
towards the top of the team with a .429 on-base
percentage. Holdsworth tallied 5 extrabase hits
and 8 RBI, crossing the plate 16 times.
Holdsworth also showed off his athleticism in
the field. He entered the program as a second
basemen, but developed into an expert outfielder as a junior, showcasing his versatility and
athleticism. This year, Holdsworth will slide to
infield to help fill a need, but his fielding ability
will be just as good.
Besides his excellent baseball ability, Holdsworth is also a good leader. His teammates
elected him as a captain leading into the 2019
season. His fellow classmates look up to him, in
part because of his early commitment to
Nebraska. More importantly, Holdsworth has a
“service mind.”
“He goes to the next level of initiating ideas
and trying to create ways to provide service,”
Ganor said. “He has others’ well-being in mind.”
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DJ HUFF
Northwestern University
Every team needs a Douglas Huff, Jr.
DJ Huff is a star for the Saint Ignatius wrestling
team, but he’s so much more than a wrestler.
Huff is a leader, a scholar, and almost an
assistant coach for the Mat Cats.
The standout wrestler earned a full academic
scholarship to Northwestern University this fall
as a QuestBridge Scholar. His hard work in the
classroom combined with his impeccable grades
earned him the honor.
“Douglas is greatness embodied,” English
teacher Terra Caputo, Ph.D said. “His kindness,
integrity, leadership, intellect, resilience, and
many other talents are rendered all the more
significant by his willingness to harness them in
service of others.”
The first-generation college student will also
wrestle for Northwestern. The program’s coaching staff extended a spot on the team to Huff as
a preferred walk-on. Barring any injuries, Huff
plans to wrestle at Northwestern.
Injuries have plagued Huff during his time at
Saint Ignatius, but when he’s on the mat, look
out. Huff has a 51-23 career record with the
Wildcats, tallying 135 career takedowns, 64 near
falls, and 20 pins for a grand total of 290.5 team
points scored over the span of four seasons.
Off the mat, Huff is a stellar student and a remarkable leader. Huff owns a spotless GPA to go
along with his many leadership positions. Most
notably, Huff was voted as Student Senate Vice
President. Through this position, Huff provides
countless hours of service to the community in a
wide variety of ways.
For the Mat Cats, Huff is a team captain.
Unofficially, Huff is nearly an assistant coach.
Huff mentors his teammates on and off the mat,
helping them perfect techniques to master
opponents and overcome adversity.
Before continuing his academic and athletic
careers at Northwestern, Huff looks to punch a
ticket to the State Tournament this March for the
first time in his career. Based on the early returns
this season, Huff has a very good shot. Even if
Huff doesn’t make it, his future is bright.
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JACK KENNEDY
Northwestern University
Jack Kennedy always wanted to be a
Northwestern Wildcat.
His uncle, Tim Kennedy ‘90, attended Northwestern after a successful Saint Ignatius football
career. Tim Kennedy played football for a season
before graduating from the renowned Chicago
school and moving onto a successful career.
As a kid, Jack attended quite a few Northwestern games with his uncle and the rest of his
family. Jack always dreamed of playing for the
Wildcats.
“As a kid, I didn’t think I would play there,” Jack
said. “But I’ve always had an aspiration of going
there and playing. I never thought I’d get to that
point, but here I am.”
Jack Kennedy experienced a Saint Ignatius
career full of ups and downs. Kennedy enjoyed a
great freshman season before injury struck during his sophomore year, causing him to miss half
of the 2016 campaign. Fully healthy before the
2017 season, Kennedy suffered a broken collarbone in the preseason jamboree game, forcing
him to sit all of 2017.
As a senior, Kennedy enjoyed a breakout year.
Starring at wide receiver and cornerback,
Kennedy played a critical role for the Wildcats.
“We needed Jack Kennedy in the game out
there for 60-80 plays,” said Coach Chuck Kyle
‘69. “You look at his senior film, and he made
plays on offense and defense. He would catch
a pass and you would look at the film and say,
‘Wow! He just pulls away.’”
Kennedy finished 2018 with 20 catches for 396
yards and 5 touchdowns on offense, adding a
rushing TD vs. St. Edward. On defense, Kennedy
recorded 9 tackles, 4 pass breakups, 2 interceptions, and 1 forced fumble.
Following the season, Kennedy considered a
number of colleges. But his December visit to
Northwestern blew him away. The campus, athletic facilities, and academics made the decision
easy. Kennedy plans to pursue a degree in econmics and potentially an MBA from the
prestigious Kellogg School of Management.
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JACK MORIARITY
University of Hartford
Every lacrosse coach wants a Jack Moriarity on
his or her team.
Affectionately nicknamed “Mort” by his
teammates and coaches, the attacker checks off
many, if not all, of the skills and
characteristics coaches look for in a lacrosse
player, such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dangerous scoring ability
Athleticism
Fearlessness at the net
Adeptness with the stick
Great leadership capabilities
Great lacrosse IQ

Moriarity possesses all of these, and more. It’s
no wonder that the University of Hartford
pursued Moriarity.
The talented attacker earned a spot on the
varsity level during his sophomore season.
Moriarity worked hard from day one, helping to
make an impact near the net for the Wildcats.
Thanks in part to a youth movement, including
Moriarity, the Lax Cats advanced to the inaugural
OHSAA State Championship game in 2017,
falling just short in double overtime.
His presence increased as a junior, from the
very start of the season. In fact, Moriarity tallied
the first goal of the 2018 season in a blowout win
over Solon in March at Cleveland State
University.
Moriarity continued to score, notching 37
goals, 11 assists, and 24 ground balls in 15
games, until injury struck. A season-ending injury stopped a promising junior campaign in its
tracks. As Moriarity watched from the sidelines,
the Wildcats again reached the title game.
The 2019 season looks to be a promising one
for Mort. The senior was named a captain of the
team leading up to the season, cementing him
as a key leader and member of the Lax Cats. The
Wildcats will look to Moriarity to provide netfront presence, using his physical style to open
lanes and barrel towards the crease for goals.
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OWEN MURPHY
University of Akron
The football journey of Owen Murphy has been
a wandering one.
Murphy almost didn’t play football at Saint
Ignatius, until an email the night before freshmen
camp from Coach Chuck Kyle ‘69 changed
Murphy’s mind.
Murphy didn’t receive much attention from
college coaches, not drawing any Division I looks
until early January.
But here is Murphy, bound for a Division I
school on a full scholarship.
Murphy started as a lineman during his freshman and sophomore years. Then, Murphy hit
a growth spurt before his junior year. His body
couldn’t keep up with the weight, making him a
tight end in 2017. Murphy didn’t have much playing time.
Then Murphy hit the weight room and started
a weight gain regimen. Before the start of senior
year, Murphy stood at 6’6, 265 pounds.
“We said, ‘We may have to change his number!’
We moved him to guard/tackle,” Coach Kyle
said. “He played offensive line during freshman
year, so it wasn’t like he had never done it, but
he took a wandering path to get back to it. He
did a very nice job.”
Murphy started the year as a backup, but
worked his way into the starting lineup at right
guard by Week 3. Murphy started all season at
guard, defining himself as a tough blocker with
a hard work ethic. Murphy fell in love with film
study and dedicated himself to his craft.
Even still, college coaches didn’t call until the
end of the season. Then, Tom Arth ‘99 accepted
the Akron job, and Coach Kyle put in a good
word for his big lineman. A few weeks later, Akron came calling and Murphy fell in love with the
program and the school.
Murphy walked away from a visit very impressed at the campus and the school. It felt like
home, so Murphy accepted the offer.
Murphy will redshirt his freshman year. In the
meantime, he’ll pursue a business degree, with
dreams of running his grandfather’s Rosso
Gelato shop in Rocky River.
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PAT OTTER
University of Louisville
Former NFL punter Pat McAfee popularized
the phrase “For the Brand” in recognition of
great efforts by punters and kickers. Otter
established a brand as a reliable kicker and
punter.
Otter served as Matthew Trickett’s understudy
last season before assuming the role of punter
and kickoff specialist in 2018. Otter’s senior
season went quite well.
Head Coach Chuck Kyle ‘69 values special
teams very highly, so the longtime coach works
closely with his special teams in practice and
before games. The extra work paid off in spades
over the course of the season.
Otter provded himself as a pinpoint punter
throughout the season, particularly late in the
year when the team needed him most. Otter
punted 43 times in 2018. Of those 43 punts,
Otter pinned opponents inside their own 20yard line 17 times. Otter averaged 39.6 yards per
punt, notching 4 punts of over 50 yards.
Otter also showcased his big leg on kickoffs.
Getting touchbacks is very important at the high
school level. You can’t return a kickoff for big
yards if you get it into the end zone. Otter showcased a knack for finding the end zone on
kickoffs, making his coaches and the defense
very happy.
Otter garnered a number of postseason
awards for his excellent senior campaign. Most
notably, the Westlake native earned All-Ohio
second-team recognition. Otter also found a
spot on the 2018 Northeast Ohio Lakes
All-District first-team.
A number of schools demonstrated interest in
Otter, but the University of Louisville proved to
be the best fit. Louisville is only a 5-hour drive
from home and offers the exact college atmosphere Otter was seeking.
At Louisville, Otter plans to redshirt the 2019
season. In 2020, Otter will look to earn a
scholarship as a kicker or punter. He has the
necessary skills, after excelling at both during his
career with the Football Cats.
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RICKY ROSE
St. Bonaventure University

Ricky Rose can thank his mom for being here
at today’s ceremony.
As a freshman, Rose almost didn’t play rugby.
Today, Rose celebrates his commitment to St.
Bonaventure University.
As a freshman at Saint Ignatius, Rose was
searching for a sport to play. His mom and dad
suggested rugby. His father, Dr. Rick Rose ‘65,
starred on the Wildcats’ football team and later
played rugby for the Beacon Hill Rugby Club.
Rose showed hesitation, but his mom insisted.
Rose followed the advice and played.
“It was love at first sight,” says Rose.
As a novice, Rose learned the game, developing from a gangly player into a skilled and relentless force on the field.
“Ricky is one of those guys that you wish you
could have followed with a camera from freshmen year to show younger players, ‘This is how
it’s done,’” says Head Coach Dan Arbeznik ‘00.
“He committed to the weight room, started
running more frequently, changed his diet, and
looked for attainable ways of making himself a
better player and a healthier person.”
Rose blossomed into an unstoppable player
on the pitch, helping the B-side team capture
the Division 1-B RugbyOhio title and dressing for
the A-side’s victory over St. Edward in the Division I championship game in 2018. Rose has also
helped the Wildcats capture the Sevens title.
Rose’s skill and dedication pairs nicely with his
6’6 frame. His athleticism and energy on the field
make him dangerous for any opposing team.
Off the field, Rose has a vigor for life. His red
hair embodies his warm personality. Rose often
wears a smile on his face, and he always has a
hearty laugh ready. It’s no wonder Rose was selected as a captain for the 2019 season.
Rose becomes the fourth Wildcat to matriculate to St. Bonaventure University. Juan Pen ‘18
and Alex Chura ‘18 committed to the Bonnies
last year, and Janniel Bades will also head to
SBU. Rose found his home in SBU.
“I found the perfect mix of a small college and
a good group of guys,” says Rose.
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JOHN STUHLDREHER
Bowling Green State University
The quickest path between two places is a
straight line, but life led John Stuhldreher on a
winding path to his dream.
Stuhldreher entered Saint Ignatius as a football
player. Following his freshman football season,
his friend and fellow student-athlete, Seamus
McCarthy, convinced him to try rugby.
At first opposed to playing, Stuhldreher gave
it a shot. About a week before his first game, it
all clicked for Stuhldreher. By the end of his first
season on the pitch, Stuhldreher recognized he
might have a God-given ability to play rugby.
As a sophomore, Stuhldreher earned a spot on
the A-side squad. That led Stuhldreher to travel
with the Rugby Cats to France in the spring of
2017. Life then threw him a curveball.
In the team’s second game in France, Stuhldreher suffered a broken leg. Faced with a significant injury, Stuhldreher could have took the
next flight home to recover. Instead, Stuhldreher
stayed. His friends literally carried him on their
backs for much of the trip. Lifelong bonds of
brotherhood were formed, and Stuhldreher’s
love for the game was deepened.
Stuhldreher dedicated himself to his craft in
the offseason. He recovered from the affliction,
became stronger, and earned a starting spot on
the A-side squad. Stuhldreher developed into
a top player, again traveling overseas with the
team, this time to South Africa.
Stuhldreher’s efforts helped the Rugby Cats
capture the program’s second straight
RugbyOhio State Championship. This season,
with Stuhldreher as a team leader, the Wildcats
look to make it three in a row.
Stuhldreher’s recruiting process started on a
winding road, too. His recruitment started with
a direct message on Instagram from a school.
Luckily, the process continued in-person with
several other schools. Stuhldreher was originally
interested in Bowling Green State University
from an academic perspective, as he looks to
major in construction management. When the
coach offered him a scholarship, Stuhldreher
was sold.
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AIDAN WELLS
Harvard University
Some kids dream of being a professional
athlete. Super Bowl ads often depict children
dreaming of athletic glory, achieving dreams of
playing at the highest level. Other kids dream of
attending an Ivy League school and then heading to medical school.
Aidan Wells falls into the latter category.
In the third grade, Wells told his mom of his
dream of attending an Ivy League school. His
mom told him, “You can do it, you just have to
keep working your tail off in the classroom and
things might fall the right way.”
Almost ten years later, Wells realizes his dream
today on the Breen Center stage.
Wells worked hard at St. Mary Grade School in
Berea to accomplish his first goal – get accepted
to Saint Ignatius. His great grades and test score
ensured as much.
Wells set to work in the classroom and on the
field at Saint Ignatius. As his teachers say, Wells
owns a relentless work ethic in the classroom,
evidenced by his 4.09 cumulative GPA. A Latin
and Greek scholar, Wells loves learning.
He showed off the same work ethic and love
for the game of football. Wells worked his way
onto the varsity team as a sophomore, joining
the squad for the 2016 playoff run. Wells then
earned more playing time as a junior before
cementing himself as a leader and a full-time
starter as a senior.
In his senior campaign, Wells served as a team
captain and a leader on defense, while also
dabbling on offense at tight end. Wells finished
the 2018 season with 21.5 tackles, 3.5 tackles
for loss, and 3.5 pass breakups as a big, strong
defensive end. The 6’4, 260-pound athlete also
hauled in two clutch touchdown passes for the
Wildcats on offense.
With his Wildcats career in the mirror, Wells
now looks forward to continuing a bright academic career. Wells plans on majoring in premed at Harvard. As for his future profession,
Wells hopes to become a doctor either in an
emergency room or in radiology.
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SEAN WRACHER
Indiana University
Special teamers, particularly long snappers,
don’t typically receive much attention, save for
when there is a mistake.
Sean Wracher is not your average long
snapper.
A man wholly dedicated to his craft, Wracher
has become one of the best long snappers in the
country. Praised at camp after camp by coach
after coach, Wracher turned aheads both locally
and across the country.
In the summer of 2018, after drawing a number
of offers from top programs, Wracher accepted
an offer from the University of Indiana, becoming a Hoosier.
In two seasons as the long snapper, Saint
Ignatius holders, punters, and kickers knew
where the ball would be on every snap. Wracher
takes great pride in his precision at placing the
ball exactly where it needs to be every time he
snaps it.
Thanks in part to Wracher’s accuracy, kickers
such as Matthew Trickett and Pat Otter enjoyed
great success. Trickett set the record for the
longest field goal in school history at 59 yards,
accepting a full-ride to Kent State. Otter is headed to the University of Louisville as a preferred
walk-on.
The proud member of the fourth down army
enjoyed an excellent senior campaign, recording
a 99% snapping efficiency. As a result, Wracher
drew a number of postseason accolades from a
variety of outlets.
Among other honors, Wracher was named to
the 2018 Northeast Ohio Lakes All-District
honorable mention squad and invited to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame World Bowl in December,
where he signed his letter of intent to become a
Hoosier.
Before Wracher heads to Indiana, the Akron
native will look to end his Wildcats career on
a high note on the baseball diamond. Wracher
pitched for the Baseball Cats last season, and
hopes to cap off his time at Saint Ignatius on a
high note.
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JONATHAN YONTEK
Hobart & William Smith Colleges
Jonathan Yontek wanted to try out something
new.
Yontek entered Saint Ignatius as a football player. Following his freshman season, Yontek was
looking to give another sport a try. He looked at
the list of sports offered, and settled upon crew.
After all, the sport sounded interesting.
Four years later, Yontek has committed to row
in college at Hobart & William Smith Colleges.
Yontek tried rowing on a whim, but he put his
heart and soul into it. Yontek dedicated much of
his time to the sport, deciding to solely focus on
rowing after his sophomore year.
It didn’t take long for Yontek to fall in love with
the sport. The aspect of complete teamwork and
fun team trips sold Yontek on the sport.
“Rowing is the ultimate team sport. In some
sports, if an individual is great, it could make a
difference,” he said. “But in rowing, the whole
boat has to be on it and committed for the entire
race. They all have to agree to say, ‘We’re going
to do this.’ That’s taught me the value of teamwork. There is being in a group that does the
same thing, and there’s a group working towards
the same goal.”
Yontek always committed to the team goal.
During his freshman year, Yontek’s freshman 8+
boat clinched a trip to Nationals. As a sophomore, his boat won silver at the big regatta. As a
junior, Yontek’s boat clinched bronze at Nationals.
Yontek’s recruitment began before his senior
year. During two summer regattas with the Penn
Athletic Club, Yontek attended college fairs.
Hobart stood out immediately. Yontek took a visit
and fell in love with the prestigious Geneva, NY
school. With 2,700 undergrad students, Hobart
offers small class sizes and open group
discussions, both of which appeal to him. Yontek
is undecided on a major, but he’s considering
political economics.
Before he leaves for Hobart, Yontek is excited
for senior year, particularly the team’s annual trip
to Camp Bob in South Carolina, competing at
Midwest, and hopefully traveling to the Head of
the Charles.
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CONGRATS, SENIORS!
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THANK YOU!
Thank you to all of those who made signing day possible
this year, including:
• Rory Fitzpatrick ‘88 for helping to organize the event
and for serving as the MC
• Al Fuchs ‘79 and Larry Kasparek for all of the wonderful
pictures of our student-athletes
• Dave Gannon for helping with everything related to the
Breen Center for the Performing Arts
• Principal Dan Bradesca ‘88 for allowing our students
with 9th period classes to participate in the ceremony
• The football, baseball, rugby, crew, lacrosse, and
wrestling coaching staffs for their assistance
• The parents of our student-athletes, for your constant
help and support of your sons and the athletic
department at Saint Ignatius
–Student bios written by Joe Ginley ‘12.
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