MINOR LEAGUE CITY TOURNAMENT RULES

Each team is permitted one (1) manager and five (5) coaches in the dugout.

All managers, coaches and umpires must be at least eighteen (18) years of age.

All managers, coaches, umpires and players are not to leave the fenced in area after the game starts.  If they go outside the fence, they have to stay out.  Going to the restroom is the only exception.

No food will be allowed in the dugouts.  You may have ice and water at most parks, ask at each to be sure.

A player will be ejected from the game for throwing a helmet or bat in anger.

Either a manager or a coach may go to the foul line to talk to players, umpires, but only one may go.  The infield can be called to the foul line for one minute.  Three defensive time-outs per game.

One of the players will be the bat boy and must wear a helmet.

A lineup of all the team must be given to the scorekeeper and the opposing team, with their ages 30 minutes prior to game time.

The batting lineup will include entire team roster.  There will be ten (10) defensive players with a 6-out mandatory (unless game is shortened) playing rule.  Must report changes to the scorekeeper when made.

There will be a ten (10) run rule in effect after four innings or 3  innings if the home team is ahead.  After the 4th inning, the inning must be completed.

One of the coaches will feed the pitching machine when his team is at bat.

The ball is dead when the pitcher gets both feet in the circle, and has possession of the ball.

Any runner who is over half way to the next base, when pitcher possess the ball within the circle, is permitted to advance at their own risk.  If play is made on advancing runner, play is again live.  If runner is not at least half way to the next base, and the pitcher has possession on mound and does not make a play, the runner will be returned to their original base.  This is a judgment call on behalf of the umpire and may not be appealed.


The outfielders must stay in the outfield until the batted ball passes one of the four exterior infielders.  He may enter the infield on any thrown ball.

A game will use ten (10) defensive players but may be played with nine (9) defensive players.  However, a game must start with at least nine (9) players or a forfeit will occur.

All players must stay in the dugout except the batter, on deck batter, and the bat boy.

A coin flip will determine the home team in city tourney play only.

The teams must consist of regular season players.  This is not an all star tournament.

The person feeding the machine must stoop down for any throw within the infield.  Especially a throw from home to 2nd on an attempt steal.  Failure to do so will result in runners being sent back to original base.  Failure to stoop down for a throw to first on a batted ball will result in the batter being called out.  Again this is a judgment call.

The pitching machine will be considered the pitcher.  Any batted ball hitting the machine will be live off the machine.  If batted ball goes out of the playing field, one plus one rule will be used.  If ball stays under machine, the ball becomes dead and runners advance one base.

Coaches feeding the machine will not be allowed to rest their arms or feet on the machine.  (Verify at each park, some allow you to use your foot to hold machine in place.)

Abusive talk, fighting, or rowdiness will not be tolerated.  It may lead to ejectionss and possible suspensions of further games.  This is for the KIDS and will be conducted as such.

A one wheel pitching machine will be used (Juggs)

We will use leather balls with one (2) new ball for start of each game.

The machine will be re-adjusted anytime at the discretion of the umpire for safety reasons or it pitches two (2) balls in a row.

Park must supply concession stand, water and restroom facilities.


Each team will receive ten (10) minutes of infield with visitors being first on field.  Infield practice begins thirty (30) minutes prior the game.  If a team is not ready when their infield practice begins they forfeit the allotted time.

The slide rule is in effect at all bases.  A runner will be called out if a slide is not made or an attempt to avoid a fielder who HAS POSSESSION OF THE BALL AND IS WAITING TO MAKE A TAG.  NO FIELDER MAY BLOCK A BAG/PLATE WITHOUT POSSESSION OF THE BALL.

The Minor League director is the tournament director for games played at his/her park.  In their absence, they will appoint an acting director.  (Tournament Play Only)

Each manager will present a team roster to the tournament director at each park at which they play.  Roster will include names, ages and uniform numbers.  (Tournament Play Only)

Immediately after each game, the official scorekeeper shall enter on the reverse side of the roster sheet the following information.  Date of game, name of opponent and the score of the game.  The tournament director will then sign the roster.  The official score sheet and roster will be presented to the next park by the winning manager.

Each league will supply umpires at its own park.

Pitching machine is to be set at 45-48 mph.

The managers/coaches will set the pitching machine in timely fashion or the umpires decision will over rule.

First (1st), third (3rd) and pitcher must remain behind the white lines until the ball reaches home plate.

There are no fake bunt/swinging allowed.  This rule is strictly for safety purpose.  Batter will be called out.

In event of injury, umpire may call time-out at his discretion whether play is live or dead.  Safety first!

If a safety bag (orange bag) at first is used, the defense must use the white bag which is in fair territory.  The runner may use either bag.

The pitcher must play on the first base side of the pitching machine.  (Opposite the wheel)

Any player, coach, or fan who is ejected may be brought to the board for hearing.


If a runner is on 3rd base, the catcher may run the ball to the halfway line and call time-out to stop advancement.

All protest must be made to the home plate umpire prior to next pitch.  The protesting team then has ten (10) minutes to show the rule infraction in the book or rules.  If the rule cannot be provided, the call will stand and play continues.

No judgment call can be protested.



APPROVED BY THE MINOR LEAGUE DIRECTORS OF 
THE 2017 BASEBALL SEASON – MAY 7, 2017
Southside – Brandon Reed
Greentown – Richard Wright
Russiaville – Mike Smith
UCT – John “JP” Gilbert
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