
TUSTIN GIRLS SOFTBALL
2022 END OF SEASON TOURNAMENT RULES

1) GENERAL RULES:
a) USA Softball Rules will be in effect unless otherwise stated below.
b) Only four adults are allowed in the dugout during game play.
c) Individual trophies for 1st and 2nd place will be distributed.
d) Both teams are responsible for field preparation.
e) The team listed on the top of the bracket or first in pool play shall occupy the third

base dugout. Exception: for teams playing back to back games on the same field
may stay in the same dugout.

f) Coin flip determines home team and official scorekeeper. Each team is
responsible for providing their own scorekeeper.

g) Coaches will exchange line ups at the plate meeting.
h) NO Protests. Umpire decisions are final.
i) The umpire will have a game card to report game scores.
j) It is the team’s responsibility to be up to date with the schedule.
k) Any team not ready to play at the scheduled game time shall lose by forfeit with

the score recorded as 7 - 0. Exception: Teams playing back to back games at
different fields will be allowed a reasonable amount of time to get to the next field.

l) Teams must have eight (8) players. If a team has less than 8 players, that team
will forfeit. The game may be played, but the score will be recorded 7 - 0.

m) Late arriving players must be added to the bottom of the lineup. The opposing
team must be notified of any additions when the player enters the game.

n) All participating player families must have completed, bought out, or have
scheduled to complete four (4) volunteer points for the season.

o) Any violation of the rules may result in a forfeit for the offending team.

2) RULE MODIFICATIONS: All rules as defined in the USA SOFTBALL rulebook will be
followed with TGS tournament rules and regular season rules respectively, superseding
in the following instances.

a) 8U:
i) Home plate is closed.
ii) No infield fly.
iii) No dropped 3rd strike.
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iv) May play four (4) outfielders (must be ten feet beyond the baseline).
v) Each half-inning will be limited to three (3) outs or three (3) runs;

whichever occurs first.
vi) Time will be ‘out’ when the ball is returned to the pitcher’s circle with the

intent, based on the umpire’s judgment, of returning the ball to the pitcher.
The pitcher does not have to be in control of the ball. All runners at that
point will immediately return to the previous base or advance to the next
base as per USA Softball rules.

vii) May steal only one base per pitch.
viii) A walked batter may not advance beyond first base on the same pitch

that they were walked on.
ix) Stealing is allowed during player pitch. Home will be closed. Stealing is

not allowed during coach pitch.
x) Time will be ‘out’ when the ball is returned to the pitcher’s circle with the

intent, based on the umpire’s judgment, of returning the ball to the pitcher.
The pitcher does not have to be in control of the ball. All runners at that
point will immediately return to the previous base or advance to the next
base as per USA Softball rules.

xi) Each team shall use four (4) outfielders for a total of ten (10) defensive
positions. The outfielders must use normal outfield positions in left field,
left center, right center and right field. No roving players. All outfielders
must play at least 10’ beyond the base path until the ball is hit. No player
may sit on the bench more than one (1) inning in any game until all other
players on their team have sat one (1) inning. Each player must play at
least one (1) inning of infield by the completion of the 3rd inning.

xii) Pitching Rules:
(1) A pitcher may pitch a maximum of two (2) innings in a game. The

innings do not have to be consecutive. One pitch to a batter
constitutes an inning pitched. This rule resets in the 5th inning.

(2) Pitchers will be allowed to walk batters, but may not walk in any
runs.

(3) Batters hit by a pitch (while attempting to avoid the pitch) will be
given the option to continue batting or take their base. If the batter
is unable to continue batting, they will be awarded first base. If the
hit batter is unable to advance to first base, a courtesy runner is
allowed. The batter does not have to advance to first base for the
courtesy runner to take the batter’s place on base.

(4) Coach Pitch rule, as described above, will be used after four (4)
balls/HBP with the bases loaded.

b) 10U:
i) Infield fly rule in effect.
ii) Batter may run on dropped 3rd strike.
iii) Run Limit in pool and elimination play: Each half-inning will be limited to 3

outs or four (4) runs; whichever occurs first.
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iv) No player may sit on the bench more than one (1) inning in any game
until all other players on their team have sat one (1) inning.

v) Each player must play at least one (1) inning of infield by the completion
of the 4th inning. If the game is less than four (4) complete innings, the
player must start the next game at an infield position. No player may sit
on the bench more than one (1) inning in any game until all other players
on their team have sat one (1) inning.

vi) Runners may steal a base after the ball leaves the pitcher's hand. Home
plate is open. PENALTY - If runner leaves early, runner will be called out.

vii) A pitcher may pitch a maximum of four (4) innings in a game and no more
than three (3) consecutive innings. One pitch to a batter constitutes an
inning pitched. This rule resets in the 6th inning.

c) 12u
i) Infield fly rule in effect.
ii) Batter may run on dropped 3rd strike.
iii) Run Limit in pool and elimination play: Each half-inning will be limited to 3

outs or four (4) runs; whichever occurs first.
iv) Each team shall use three (3) outfielders for a total of nine (9) defensive

positions (including six (6) traditional infield positions).
v) No player may sit on the bench more than one (1) inning in any game

until all other players on their team have sat one (1) inning. Each player
must play at least one (1) inning of infield by the completion of the 4th
inning. If the game is less than four (4) complete innings, the player must
start the next game at an infield position.

vi) Pitching Limits - None
vii) Pitchers Substitution -- A pitcher removed from pitching by the coach may

return to the game only once to pitch. A pitcher removed during an inning
may not return to pitch in that same inning.

3) BATTING: Round Robin shall be used for all divisions.

4) COURTESY RUNNERS: May be used for the pitcher and catcher. The last out in the
lineup shall be used.

5) RUN AHEAD RULE: None

6) GAME LENGTH:
a) Pool Play: No new inning after 1 hour, 20 minutes.

i) Three team pool games can end in a tie. Four team pool games MUST
have a winner.

b) Elimination Games: No new inning after 1 hour, 20 minutes.
c) Championship Games

i) 8U Championship game is five (5) completed innings.
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ii) 10U Championship game is six (6) completed innings.
iii) 12U Championship game is seven (7) completed innings.

7) POOL PLAY:
a) In a three (3) team pool, seeding will be determined by the following:

i) Win/Loss Record
ii) Head to Head
iii) Fewest Runs Allowed
iv) Total Runs Scored
v) A coin flip will be overseen by either the Tournament Director, the UIC or

an Executive Board Member. The winner of the coin toss does not get an
option to choose. They will be the higher seed.

b) For teams playing in a four (4) team pool, the first game is to determine who
advances to the winner/winner game. The second game is to determine seeding.
Teams in the winner/winner game are playing for the one (1) and two (2) seeds
and teams in the loser/loser game are playing for the three (3) and four (4)
seeds. One hour and twenty minutes drop dead. ITB if score reverts to a tie.

8) CONDUCT: Head coaches are responsible for their assistant coaches, players and
parents. Unruly behavior will not be tolerated. The umpire or UIC will determine whether
a warning or ejection is warranted. If ejected, the offending party will be ejected from the
field and suspended for the next game.

9) UNFORESEEN EVENTS: Unforeseen events such as bad weather, light malfunctions,
or other game delays, the Tournament Director reserves the right to modify the
tournament structure, schedule, and rules as needed.

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE TGS END OF SEASON TOURNAMENT!
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