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Give a little bit of Vermont 
this Holiday season!

GIFT CARD
Perfect for 
anyone on 
your list!

The area’s largest assortment of Vermont cheeses, 
maple syrup, chocolates, jams, local brews and savory treats.

5573 Woodstock Road 
Quechee, VT 

quecheegeneralstore.com
Free parking

Open daily 10am – 5pm 
(closed Christmas Day)

GENERAL 
STORE
Vermon t

QUECHEE

Call 802 295-1180 for Curbside Pick Up,  Local Delivery and Shipping Opti ons.

Wasps basketball season tips off this week
By Nathan Douglas Gardner
Standard Correspondent 

With the sound of sneakers squeaking and basketballs 
bouncing echoing through the gym, the Woodstock 
Union High School basketball season tips off this 

week. Here’s what to expect as the boys and girls varsity teams 
prepare for the excitement of the season ahead.

Boys will stress teamwork
The Woodstock boys basketball team wrapped up their 

2023-2024 season with an 11-10 re-
cord, finishing second in their district. 
Although their playoff run ended 
prematurely with a loss to Randolph, 
the team demonstrated resilience and 
camaraderie that Coach Scott Brooks 
hopes to build upon this season.

“We’re excited for this season,” 
Brooks shared. “We aren’t expecting to 
hit our stride immediately since we lost six seniors, but we’re 
focused on improving as the season progresses.”

With just ten days of preseason practice, the team is striking 
a balance between excitement and nerves. Brooks emphasizes 
a team-first mentality: “Everyone plays a role. Some kids excel 
on offense, others on defense, but we work as a unit. I don’t 

think of stars — teamwork is what matters.”
However, if you’re looking for players to watch, senior 

Caeden Perreault, fresh off an undefeated football season, 
might be a safe bet. Perreault’s speed and athleticism made a 
significant mark on the varsity football team and it’ll be inter-
esting to see how he transitions to the court.

Brooks’s team-first coaching philosophy extends beyond bas-
ketball: “I want my players to be good people, good students, 
and then good players. I think if you get those first two, the last 

one follows pretty naturally.”
Brooks also noted the enthusiasm 

among players this year, which has 
him feeling optimistic as a coach. 
“Before the season started, we had a 
lot of kids coming into the auditorium 
to shoot hoops — during lunch, after 
hours, even before the official practices 
began.”

The boys kick off their season on Wednesday, Dec. 13, with 
a home game against Rivendell. Brooks anticipates a compet-
itive matchup. He has big aspirations for the season, including 
the possibility of hosting a home playoff game — something 
Woodstock hasn’t achieved since their storied 2015 season, 
which culminated in an undefeated regular season and a Divi-

sion II championship.
Key matchups this season include two games against long-

time rival Windsor, one on Dec. 16 and one concluding the 
regular season in February. Woodstock also faces a challenging 
test against White River Valley on Dec. 23, a senior-heavy 
team that reached last year’s semifinals.

Brooks doesn’t hesitate to express his gratitude for the 
community’s unwavering support: “The love for Woodstock 
basketball is strong. The school, parents, and community have 
been incredible, and I’m excited to see what we can accomplish 
together this year.”

Girls getting a fresh start
Meanwhile, the Woodstock girls basketball team is eager to 

turn the page after a challenging 2023-2024 season, finishing 
0-9 in their district. This year, Coach Timmy MacDonnell is 
prioritizing player development and fostering a healthy, posi-
tive mindset throughout the season.

“Our first official game is next Tuesday,” MacDonnell said. 
“The first week of practice has been positive. We’re laying the 
foundation for improvement over the winter. The girls have 
shown great attitudes and effort, and they’re working hard to 
implement what we’re teaching.”

With a new roster and renewed focus, MacDonnell is opti-

“I want my players to be good 
people, good students, and 

then good players. I think if you 
get those first two, the last one 

follows pretty naturally.” 
— Boys Basketball Coach Scott Brooks

See WASPS BASKETBALL - Page 2B

Eight wins, zero losses for Youth Hockey last weekend
Woodstock Youth 

Hockey had a week 
to remember. On 

Monday, the players were 
joined at practice by mem-
bers of Dartmouth’s national-
ly-ranked men’s hockey team, 
including team captain and 
Woodstock alumnus Steven 
Townley. The collegiate play-
ers always bring out the best in 
the kids by raising the energy 
level and engaging on a per-
sonal level. Thursday’s prac-
tice was run by members of the 
Boston Bruins’ youth develop-
ment groups and former player 
Andrew Alberts. The young 
Wasps ran drills and each got 
autographed pucks, posters, 
and other “swag” from the 
black and gold. Stanley Cup 
winner and Vermont legend 
Tim Thomas even dropped in 
for some Q&A with the kids 
and to sign more autographs. 
Thank you to both groups for 

helping our kids build a love 
for the game.

How did this extra coach-
ing translate to the weekend’s 
games? Eight wins and zero 
losses! Things kicked off Sat-
urday morning with the 12U 
Wasps getting the better of 
Central Vermont’s (CV) top 
team 5-1. Wyatt Underwood 
scored from Noah Malcolm 
early in the first before each 
team’s goalie put on a show, 
holding the 1-0 scoreline 
midway into the second. The 
Wasps eventually went up 2-0 
on Will Freyer’s shot from the 
blue line, assisted by brother 
Henry and Isaac Lackey. CV 
responded immediately to cut 
it to 2-1, but that was as close 
as it got. Henry Freyer snapped 
two wrists shots in the second, 
and added a third in the third 
following a textbook breakout 
with Malcolm. The 5-1 score-
line flattered the hosts, how-

ever, and Parker Tapley was 
first star of the game, making 
33 saves on 34 shots to get the 
win. Tim Thomas would have 
approved!

Next up, the 10U team clob-
bered Essex 7-0 to remain per-
fect in Vermont play. Carter 
VanZandt had a hat trick while 
Connor Soos got loose for two, 
and classmates Jack Kelley 
and Max Malcolm each had 
one. Jackson Hall earned the 
shutout in net. 

The 8U Wasps then took 
the ice to keep the train roll-
ing against the Upper Valley 
Storm. In the “major” game, 
Claira Webster hung tough in 
net while Malakai Piper led the 
line. James Hartford, Mason 
Lombard and Henry Soos also 
had great games with pinpoint 
passing and end-to-end hustle. 
In the “minor” game, first-
year player Isaac Hewitt was a 
beast in goal while captain for 
the day Winnie Hartford orga-
nized the skaters. Chris Matz 
and Wiley Nightingale brought 
the boom while George Harris 

and Hayleigh Perkins also had 
strong games. 

The 10U team returned for 
a second game and beat Cen-
tral Vermont 8-4. Finn Riley 
took over in net to get the win, 
and Connor Soos scored three. 
Carter Hall and Oliver Palazzo 
also lit the lamp for the home 
team. The team is now 10-0-0 
in Vermont play.

Meanwhile, in Barre, The 

Woodstock U12/U14 girls 
team came out swinging and 
scored their first big win in 
an epic showdown against the 
14U Barre Black Bears! In a 
thrilling come-from-behind 
battle, the girls pulled off a 4-3 
victory that had everyone on 
the edge of their seats.

Leading the charge was 
Zella Little, who lit the score-
board up with two impressive 

goals. But it was Chloe Mec-
ca who kept the fire burning, 
scoring the clutch game-tying 
goal with just five minutes left 
in the third period. Then, with 
the clock winding down, Liv 
Beckwith went bar-down for 
the game-winning goal, send-
ing the crowd into a frenzy with 
just over two minutes to go!

Ava Byrne, Harlow Bennett, Mari Maxham, Fallon Bennett, Rose Hughes, Maegan McGuire, Zella Little, and Liv 
Beckwith celebrate their 4-3 win against the Barre Black Bears on Sunday. 		           Courtesy of Jeremy Freyer

Former Boston Bruin Andrew Alberts, left, prepares 
Carter VanZandt and Georgia Underwood for a race. 

Courtesy of Jeremy Freyer
From left: Colby Carlisle, Tenley Hadley, and Bella White keep their game faces on 
following Hadley’s opening goal. 				      Courtesy of Jeremy Freyer

See YOUTH HOCKEY - 
Page 2B
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efficiencyvermont.com/wx
(888) 921-5990

*Subject to availability and eligibility.

off weatherization projects with home repairs*

Stay warmer all winter and stop wasting the heat you’ve 
paid for!

• Get up to $9,500 off comprehensive home air sealing and insulation 

projects with an Efficiency Excellence Network contractor (or $4,000 

depending on household income)

• Plus, income-eligible Vermonters can now get up to an additional 

$15,000 for home repairs that are necessary prior to completing a 

weatherization project

• Financing options start at 0% interest, or add the monthly payment to 

your utility bill

Income-eligible Vermonters may also qualify for free weatherization 

services.

Learn More — Use your 
phone’s camera to scan.

mistic. “This year is a fresh start. Many players didn’t see var-
sity action last year, so we’re excited to see what they can do. 
We’re emphasizing growth and making basketball enjoyable. 
Wins and losses are important, but they’re not the only measure 
of success. If all you look at is the record, it’s a long season.”

The girls open their season at home on Dec. 17 against 
Mount Anthony. Key matchups include an early contest 
against Stowe on Dec. 19, one of the two teams they defeated 
last season, a chance to build momentum. Another important 
game will be on December 30th against Windsor, a team that 
dominat-
ed their 
match-
up last 
season 
and went 
on to the 
Division 
III finals. A strong performance would mean a lot to both the 
players and the fans.

According to MacDonnell, senior Alice Cayer has emerged 
as a leader for the team. “Alice brings a great attitude, focus, 
and work ethic,” MacDonnell noted. “She sets the tone for the 
team and the program.”

Sophomore Corey Brusso is another player to watch. “Corey 
will be responsible for facilitating the offense, handling the 
ball, and defending the opposing team’s best player. We’re con-
fident in her ability to rise to the challenge,” MacDonnell said. 
Freshman Lindsey St. Steyer and eighth-grader Willow Carrey 
also form the core of the roster with Page Stone, a junior — 
though MacDonnell is confident the seven less-experienced 
players on the roster will make their mark soon.

As the season progresses, MacDonnell is focused on foster-
ing long-term growth and ensuring the team enjoys the journey. 
“High school sports are one of the last chances to compete 
alongside friends you grew up with. I want to make it a good 
memory.”

“Wins and losses are important, 
but they’re not the only measure 

of success. If all you look at is the 
record, it’s a long season.” 

— Girls Basketball Coach Timmy MacDonnell

Ava Byrne showcased her 
incredible hustle, dominating 
both ends of the ice as she 
centered the first line with 
precision. Meanwhile, Rose 
Hughes and Megan McGuire 
were gritty as ever, drawing 
key penalties that led to pow-
er play goals. On the blue 
line, Mari Maxham displayed 
smooth stickhandling and 
composure, keeping the Black 
Bears on their toes.

The Bennett sisters, Harlow 
and Fallon, were everywhere, 
seamlessly switching between 
offense and defense with skill 
and versatility. And when the 
pressure was on, Aoife Ed-
munds stepped up, locking 
down the Black Bears’ offen-
sive threats with perfect timing 
late in the game.

The victory was sealed by 

an outstanding performance in 
net from goalie Sadie Rowlee, 
who turned away every chal-
lenge with poise and precision. 
The team’s hard work and 
determination paid off in the 
most exciting way possible! 
The girls fell to the same team 
8-1 just a month ago, which 
goes to show how quickly this 
team is improving and grow-
ing as a group. 

Sunday found a younger 
group of 10U/12U Woodstock 
girls hosting Hanover 12U at 
Union Arena. Hanover scored 
first, but as time ticked down in 
the first, Tenley Hadley broke 
through and tied it up. From 
then on it was all Woodstock. 
Bella White (two), Ava Byrne, 
and Aoife Edmunds all scored 
and Woodstock led 5-2 going 
into the third. Byrne and Had-

ley each scored again in the 
third to secure a huge 7-2 win. 
Chloe Micca had a terrific game 
in goal for the Wasps. 

The last game of “the best 
week ever” came as the 12U 
team traveled to Rutland and 
left it late to complete the per-
fect weekend. The game was 
0-0 until midway through the 
second, when a Rutland player 
created a turnover and beat Ta-
pley on a breakaway. Midway 
through the third, the Wasps 
had started to get going but still 
couldn’t find a breakthrough. 
Desperation kicked in with 
about five minutes to play, and 
Will Freyer controlled a re-
bounded puck in the high slot 
and wristed it home to tie the 
game. Less than a minute later, 
the puck found Freyer again, 
this time on the blue line and 

he was able to rifle it high past 
the goalie to take the lead 2-1. 
Rutland was shell-shocked, but 
pulled their goalie and poured 
on the pressure looking for a 
tie. Tapley stood tall, on his 
head, and made several saves to 
close it out. It was a “greasy” 
win for the Wasps and would 
have gone the other way if not 
for the standout performance of 
Colin Alberty on the blueline. 

All told, the Wasp teams 
went eight wins and no losses 
for the weekend. For Edmunds 
and Micca, who played both 
girls and coed games, victory 
was extra sweet. Thank you 
to both the Boston Bruins and 
the Dartmouth Men’s Hockey 
team for helping us get here!

Provided by the Woodstock 
Youth Hockey and Skating As-
sociation. 
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Pico Mountain opens 2024-2025 season tomorrow
According to a press re-

lease from Pico Moun-
tain, the site will kick 

off the 2024/25 winter season 
on Dec. 13, 2024, operating 
Thursday through Monday all 
season long and daily during 
holiday weeks. 

“We are thrilled to welcome 
back skiers and riders to Pico 
Mountain for what’s already 
shaping up to be a great sea-
son,” says Rich McCoy, di-
rector of operations at Pico 
Mountain. “Our new indepen-
dent ownership is committed 
to continued investments and 
our recent snowmaking im-
provements mean more con-
sistent conditions, all while 
consuming less energy overall. 
It’s really exciting.” 

According to the statement, 
this summer Pico Mountain 
nearly doubled its fleet of 
high-efficiency HKD snow 
guns, with new equipment on 
49er, Swinger, Ace of Clubs, 

and Upper and Lower Pike. 
Pico Mountain has in the past 
six years invested more than $6 
million to improve snowmak-
ing capacity and efficiency, 
including an upgraded pump-
house in the summer of 2023 
and revitalizing the snowmak-
ing pond and adding snowmak-
ing to A Slope with the help of 

the Pico Ski Education Foun-
dation in 2022. Since summer 
2019, more than 16,850 feet of 
new water supply pipeline was 
installed to supply water from 
Killington to Pico, in addition 
to over 9,000 feet of new and 
replacement snowmaking pipe 
at Pico.  

The statement also noted that 

Pico Mountain has improved 
its beginner terrain with a han-
dle tow for 24/25 and plans to 
replace the Bonanza Double 
Chair with a Magic Carpet lift 
for the 25/26 season, a project 
that will be completed in part-
nership with Vermont Adap-
tive. Terrain park offerings 
will also be expanded for this 
season. 

The resort plans to run 
the Golden Express Quad, 
Summit Quad and Bonanza 
Double opening weekend. 
Uphill Travel will also open 
at this time. Tickets, rentals 
and lessons are available on 
opening day. The cafeteria 
will be open, and the Last 
Run Lounge will have full 
bar service and a limited food 
menu. Full menu offerings and 
new QR code dining service 
will begin on Friday, Dec. 20. 

Pico Mountain will be col-
lecting non-perishable food 
item donations for BROC 

Community Action this Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday, and 
will match all donations. Do-
nations will be accepted at the 
old ticketing office, on the left 
side while walking towards the 
mountain. 

Tickets are now on sale at 
Picomountain.com and must 
be purchased online, including 
the day of.  Skiers and riders 
can save more than 65% on lift 
tickets by purchasing them in 
advance. Vermont students in 
grades K-12 can enjoy Pico 

Mountain all season long for 
just $134. Vermont residents 
can purchase midweek, non-
peak tickets for $54 (ID must 
be presented at the window to 
validate). 

Pico Mountain lift hours 
are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
days, Thursdays, and Fri-
days, and 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
during weekends and on peak 
days. The full 2024/25 Pico 
Mountain operating schedule 
can be found at picomountain.
com.  

A skier starts downhill on opening day at Pico Moun-
tain last year.			         Courtesy of Pico Mountain


