
Parents’ Guide to Volunteer Boat Captains 
 
If you’re not a fisherman and a bass boat owner, there are likely many things you don’t know 
about boating and captaining for a youth tournament trail. This guide is designed to provide 
some basic guidelines for parents of anglers who are fishing with a volunteer boat captain. 
 

Planning for a Tournament 
Once you are paired with a volunteer boat captain, reach out and introduce yourself! Don’t 
wait until the last minute. There’s a lot of planning that a boat captain needs to make before a 
tournament and having conversations with parents and anglers before the tournament is 
helpful in determining things such as where you’ll be launching and so forth.  
 
Some boat captains may have lifejackets for anglers, but you should ask just in case. If the boat 
captain doesn’t have lifejackets, be prepared to bring your own.  
 

Tournament Practice 
Some anglers like to practice on a lake before tournament day. However, your boat captain 
may not have the time or may not want to incur the expense of taking anglers out prior to a 
tournament. If you have a relationship with a particular boat captain, you can always ask if 
they’d be willing to take anglers to practice. However, if you have a captain assigned to you that 
you don’t know, it’s probably not a good idea to ask the captain to give up an additional day to 
take anglers out for practice.  
 

Clothing and Fishing  
If you’re fishing in cooler weather, keep in mind that it’s a lot colder on the water than it is on 
land. Anglers should dress warmly in layers. If there is ANY chance of rain in the forecast, 
anglers should bring rain gear. Rain gear should be waterproof and capable of keeping an angler 
dry in a downpour. Cheap rain ponchos are usually not a good choice because they restrict 
movement and they aren’t going to keep an angler dry in a bass boat going 40-50mph across a 
lake in the rain.  
 
Anglers should not wear boots or other shoes that have dark-colored soles because they can 
leave marks in a boat. Anglers should also not wear shoes that have mud and/or rocks in the 
soles. Shoes should be clean.  
 

Fishing Gear on Tournament Day 
A bass boat can be a cramped environment, and if the floor of the boat is filled with coolers, 
tackle boxes, and other gear, it can create an unsafe environment. Your boat captain may want 
to restrict the amount of gear anglers bring based on available storage areas in the boat. Make 
sure you talk to your captain about the gear your angler plans to bring on tournament day.  
 



You should also talk to your boat captain about how many rods and reels are appropriate. 
While an angler might want to bring a large number of rods and reels on the boat, it may not be 
practical. Some boat captains might limit an angler to a certain number of rods and reels.  
 
If you like to use dye or scents, make sure you clear them with the captain first. If the captain 
says it’s okay, make sure your dye and scent containers are properly and tightly sealed so that 
they don’t leak onto the boat. If an accident happens and dye or scent spills in the boat, anglers 
should immediately tell the captain. Anglers who are using dyes should bring a bottle of dye 
remover.  
 
Boat captains will likely have their own fishing gear and tackle on the boat, but anglers should 
bring their own tackle and not ask the boat captain for gear or tackle. If the boat captain offers, 
that’s one thing, but anglers shouldn’t ask a captain to give them tackle or baits on tournament 
day.  
 

Food on Tournament Day 
Your boat captain will likely want anglers to bring some snacks, but on a bass boat, not all 
snacks are created equal. Ask your captain about the snacks you plan to bring. The following 
snacks are a good choice: 
 

• Beef jerky 

• Crackers in single serve packaging 

• Dried fruits in a Ziploc bag or other resealable container 

• Nuts in a resealable container 

• Single serve bags of chips 
 
The following snacks aren’t suitable: 
 

• Large bag of snacks such as Chex mix, Takis, etc.  

• Bubble gum 

• Chocolate snacks that may melt 

• Container of Pepperidge Farm goldfish 

• Other non-resealable snacks that may leave a mess 
 
Bass boats are going to be tossed around on the lake while the captain makes runs between 
spots, and snacks that aren’t resealed are going to end up all over the boat. You don’t want to 
leave your captain with a big mess to clean up after tournament day.  
 

Drinks on Tournament Day 
It’s important to stay hydrated on the water, especially if you are fishing in warmer weather. 
However, just as with snacks, you’ll want to choose your drinks wisely. Water is the best drink 
to bring. If your angler wants a drink with more flavor, make sure that it’s not a drink that will 
stain boat carpet if it spills. For example, cherry drinks are a bad idea because the red dye in 



them will stain a boat. Sugary drinks are also a bad idea because if they spill, they will attract 
bugs.  
 
Just as with food items, drink containers should be resealable. Don’t bring soft drinks or other 
drinks in a can because these can’t be resealed and can create a mess if they spill. Bottles are 
the way to go.  
 
If your drinks need to be kept cold, check with your captain before tournament day about 
bringing a cold chest. Many bass boats are equipped with a cooler onboard, and the captain 
may prefer you use it.  
 

Taking Care of the Boat 
Most bass fishermen are particular about their boats. It’s always a good idea to ask the captain 
if they have specific rules on their boat. For example, some captains may not want anglers 
stepping on their seats. You’ll want to know these things in advance.  
 
Feet should always stay on the carpet when in a bass boat. Anglers should not stand on the 
gelcoat (the shiny surfaces of the boat) because dirt and grime in shoes will scratch the finish. 
When anglers are getting on and off the boat, they should never step on the gelcoat. Ask the 
boat captain for the proper way to get on and off the boat.  
 
When you launch in the morning, the captain will have a stern light attached to the rear of the 
boat. This light is not intended to be used as a grab bar if an angler is losing his or her balance 
while fishing! If you grab the stern light to steady yourself, you will likely break the light, and 
some of those lights can cost upwards of $75 or more to replace.  
 
If your boat captain is fishing with the anglers, he or she may have rods on the deck. Anglers 
should be very careful not to step on rods or guides. Fishing rods can be expensive, and the last 
thing you want is to have to pay hundreds of dollars to replace a captain’s rod that your young 
angler stepped on.  
 
Even if you follow all these guidelines, accidents can happen. If your angler damages anything 
on a captain’s boat, the captain should be notified immediately. The angler should also tell his 
or her parents about the damage as soon as possible. Parents should offer to pay for any 
damages done to the boat or gear.  
 

Boat Captain Compensation 
Volunteer boat captains are willing to take your kids out to fish because they feel it’s important 
for kids to have the opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors and experience bass fishing. Most 
boat captains aren’t going to want any money for taking the kids out, but they will likely 
appreciate it if you can help offset some of their costs.  
 
Here are just some of the costs for a boat captain: 



 

• Gas costs for the tow vehicle getting to and from the tournament.  

• Gas costs for the boat. 

• Oil expense for the boat. 

• Launch fees at the boat ramp. 

• Cleaning costs for the boat after the tournament. 
 
It’s not out of the ordinary for a boat captain to spend upwards of $100 or more for a single 
tournament. As a general guideline, it’s considered the norm for you to offer to offset the boat 
captain’s gas costs and pay for any boat launch fees. Some captains won’t take you up on the 
offer, but it’s the offer that counts!  
If a tournament requires that a boat captain stay overnight at a hotel or cabin prior to the 
tournament, parents of the anglers should offer to pay for the boat captain’s room or part of 
the room.  
 
 


