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Tournament Information
Tournament Title Helena House Tournament 14U-18U Combined
Start Date 03/09/2024
End Date 03/10/2024
Sponsoring Organization Helena Area Youth Hockey Association
Classification Midget 18U
Type of Teams Allowed Tournament Fees (1) Tournament Fees, $250.00
Upload Tournament Rules & Procedures File 2024 House 12U-18U Tournament Rules.docx
Tournament Sanction Number 24MT040
Entry Status Approved

Tournament Director
First Name Jon
Last Name Flynn
Phone 4064593756
Email Address 1 jonflynn77@hotmail.com
Street Address 1 1631 Highland St
City Helena
State / Province MT
Postal Code 59601

Tournament Location
Arena Steed Arena
Arena Address 400 Lola
Arena City Helena
State / Province MT
Arena Zip 59601
Arena Phone 4065941746
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Helena 14U-18U - Combined House Tournament (Non-Checking) 
FORMAT AND RULES 

March 9th and 10th 2024 
 
 
This document describes the format and rules associated with the Helena 14U-18U-Combined 
House Tournament. All participants need to be USA Hockey registered and credentials will be 
checked. Coaches should read this document carefully and ensure that they, as well as their 
team, understand the rules of this tournament. The tournament is a non-body checking, 
House/recreational division tournament and is open to house level players. “B” teams may be 
considered, but only with approval from the Tournament Director.  Teams may be comprised of 
combined 14U, 16U and 18U players, but teams are anticipated to average to 14U age divisions.  
Contact Tournament Director with questions.  The Tournament Director will provide the 
tournament schedule. Teams will be competing in three or four games over two days 
depending on standings. Final team standings will be determined and points will be awarded in 
accordance with the following system.   
 
TEAM SCORING SYSTEM 
• 2 points for a win 
• 1 point for a tie 
• 0 points for a loss 
 
TIE BREAKERS 
If two or more teams have an equal number of points, their positions in the standings shall be 
determined by the following tie-breaking formulas. 
1) Head to Head 
2) Goals scored against, the lower the better. 
3) Penalty Time in Minutes, the lower the better. 
4) Coin Toss 
 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
The first and second seeded teams will play a final, championship game. 
 
TEAM COMPOSITION 
House level 14U/16U/18U players welcome.  Teams are anticipated/encouraged to have an 
average age of 14U, but some variation may exist.   
 
PLAYING AND GAME RULES 
This is a no body checking tournament.  USA Hockey Rules and Regulations govern all games 
except as modified here. All teams must be registered and rostered with USA Hockey. The 
games will be full ice. Home team as listed first on the schedule should wear dark jerseys and 
the visitors will wear light jerseys. Teams should bring both sets of their jerseys. Teams must be 
ready to take the ice immediately after the Zamboni doors have closed, unless directed 
otherwise by tournament officials. In case the games are running ahead of schedule, teams 



should be ready to take the ice up to 15 minutes early. There will be a brief warm-up period 
that starts immediately after the Zamboni doors are closed and the referee and/or linesmen 
are on the ice. NO TEAMS ARE ALLOWED ON THE ICE UNTIL DIRECTED BY THE OFFICIALS. Each 
team is given 1 minutes between periods unless otherwise directed by tournament officials. 
 
Time-outs: One Time-out will be allowed per team, per game and may be used during 
regulation play only. Time-outs will be one minute in duration.  
 
Game Length:  Every effort will be made to ensure game slots will be no less than 45 minutes 
and consist of 13-minute run time periods.  Minor penalties will be 3 minutes, majors will be 6.  
Except for the Championship game, tie games will end at the end of the third period, each team 
earning one point. Tournament Director may make uniform changes to tournament game 
length based on the number of teams participating and available ice time.  
 
Mercy Rule:  The scoreboard will not show a differential of greater than five goals. 
 
CHAMPIONSHIP TIE-BREAKER 
1) A 5 minute, 5-on-5 “Sudden Death” overtime period will be played. The first team to score 
will be the winner. The teams will not change ends. If tied at the end of the “Sudden Death” 
overtime period: 
2) A 5-player shootout shall occur. The team with the most goals during the shootout will be 
the winner of the game. Five different players must shoot for each team. If a player is in the 
penalty box when the shootout begins, he/she cannot participate in the shootout. Every player 
on the team (excluding goalies) must shoot before you can use a shooter for a second time in 
the shootout. 
3) If the teams remain tied at the end of the first shootout: 
4) A “Sudden Death” shootout will be conducted 
 
CREDENTIALS CHECK 
Team managers or coaches must check-in with the Tournament Director before the team’s first 
game. All teams must be registered and rostered with USA Hockey. All team rosters will be 
checked before a team’s first game and any players and coaches not on official roster will not 
be allowed to participate. All on-ice officials are currently registered and in good standing with 
USA Hockey. 
 
LOCKER ROOMS 
Only USA Hockey approved coaches, managers, and locker room monitors are allowed in locker 
rooms with players. Teams are required to vacate the locker room within 20 minutes of a game 
ending. Gear cannot be left at the rink when a team is not playing. Teams are required to leave 
their locker room clean and damage free. Teams will be accountable for any damage to the 
facility. It is the team’s responsibility to ensure their locker room is secure, as the tournament 
and rink are not responsible for lost/stolen items. 
 
 



PROTESTS 
All protests will be heard by the protest committee. This committee will consist of 
the Tournament Director and tournament committee. No judgement call by an official will be 
heard for a protest, meaning the referees’ calls on the ice are final. 
 
Additional Tournament Rules 
1. Sportsmanship – Fighting, abusive behavior, unsportsmanlike conduct by players, coaches, 
or parents will not be tolerated. Such behaviors could result in immediate ejection from the 
tournament. The Tournament Director has the final say in such matters. 
2. Only four coaches are allowed on the bench during a game. 
3. No refunds for tournament entry fees. 
4. All teams must provide their own penalty box worker (must by at least 18 years of age). 


