
 

 

USAW-Kansas Kids 

STATE BODY MEETING 
Homewood Suites, Salina, Kansas 

 

State Body Meeting Minutes 

October 10, 2021 
 

 

Meeting was called to order at 12:00pm by Chairman Will Cokeley. 

 

I. Roll Call by Registration: 

Last year we had 151 sanctioned clubs, this year 75 clubs (D1-17, D2-18, D3-16, D4-

24).  Need 75.  Lost 40% of wrestlers last year due to Covid restrictions. 

 

II. Amendments to Agenda: 

No amendments to agenda. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes-2020 State Body Meeting: 

JB Harding made motion to approve last year’s state body meeting minutes.  

Seconded by Charlie Knox. 

 

IV. Report of Officers 

A.  Folkstyle Director, Scott Edwards:  not in attendance, previous family 

obligations.  Will Cokeley reported:  Stormont Vail is the new name of the 

Topeka facility.  Have a good relationship with the visitors bureau in Topeka. 

B. Treasurer Kurt Lang:  Treasurers Report-went over financial summary report.  

Covid impacted stuff last year.  Kurt will post Profit & Loss Statement online 

moving forward.  Will Cokeley spoke about Kansas has gone to USA 

membership system and memberships are paid online now.  Tony Black will 

speak in detail about this later on in meeting.  Went over 2021-2022 Approved 

Budget.  Spending $6500 this new year than whats coming in. Get strong 

relationships with schools and communities to get membership numbers back up.  

Southern Plains-this may be the last year Kansas gets to host, may be moving it to 

Texas.  Spoke on Cadets program/other national events, Elementary/Middle 

School Duals, Folkstyle Nationals, Freestyle Greco.  Charles Knox made a motion 

to approve the Treasurers Report, seconded by Joe Knecht. 

C. Assistant Folkstyle Director Mark Stanley:  thanks state committee (Scott 

Edwards, each district director) and D2, pulled off volunteer effort, Maize and 

Young Guns.  Grant money through Topeka.  Broke even in the end.  1720 

wrestlers at 2019 state tournament, no state tournament in 2020, 1765 wrestlers in 

2021 state tournament.  Lower boys numbers and higher girls numbers.  The 

format for state tournament in 2020 (2020 flyer) will move into the 2022 plan.  

Session tournament-Friday PM session (HS and MS) 2 rounds then come back 

Saturday/Sunday, Saturday AM session, Saturday PM session, Sunday AM 

session, and Sunday PM session (Finals session in Sunday PM session and in big 



 

 

arena).  10 full circles in Landon arena, 16-20 full circles in Exhibition hall.  Have 

good relationships with schools, run a clean tournament, split sessions to keep the 

numbers down, pay attention early in our wrestling rooms and with schools.  

Question on if girls would need to qualify at district for state tournament? 

Numbers are not high enough quite yet but are almost right there.  Idea was raised 

to have girls freestyle series at kids state to increase participation.  There were 27 

girl wrestlers at freestyle tournament last year.  Problem is having enough 

officials to ref without taking them from folkstyle division.  Comments from 

James Bilby, Joe Knecht, and Mark. 

D. Freestyle/Greco Director James Bilby:  UWW Cadets took 30 wrestlers, several 

placers.  UWW Juniors placers.  U23 Dayton Porsch.  Going to these UWW 

events gets wrestlers higher seeding criteria (level 3 or 4).  Leaders summitt said 

if you place at an UWW event its automatic qualification for other.  Mike Porsch 

and son with Next Level Training Academy doing great things for freestyle.  

Southern Plains moing to Wichita Falls Texas?  School boy duals competed well, 

in middle of pack, not where they wanted to be.  Send one team.  Location is up 

for bid.  Jr Duals in Oklahoma, send one team, Greco, Kansas went 5-2 in duals.  

Kids Nationals in 2019 sent 30 wrestlers, this event is important for placement 

because they have separation criteria.  Mens camp at FHSU. 

E. Women’s Director Joe Knecht:  Joe reported they were able to do everything that 

was scheduled except Folkstyle National Duals.  832 participants.  377 

participants in state tournament.  Susan Redmond took 2 teams to nationals.  Had 

the Showcase tournament in Dodge City which was a qualifier for Showcase 

Nationals tournament.  National Showcase-All Americans.  Freestyle Nationals in 

Tulsa-won that bracket.  Fargo-good participation, 4 overall All Americans, first 

double All American.  This is Joe’s last year as State Women’s Director.  Feels 

confident with the two new candidates and so has changed his timeline a bit. 

F. Officials’ Director Dylan Eck:  Dylan not able to be hear today (firefighter 

schedule).  Report says 95 eligible officials this last year.  No coaches were 

removed from state tournament this year.  Support young officials so they come 

back.  Need more freestyle greco officials.  In decent shape but do need to 

increase numbers. 

G. KWCA/University Rep Doug Vander Linden:  Reported on the Kansas wrestling 

family weekend.  Kansas State wrestling summit 2.0 last night.  Three focus 

areas:  1) Growing officials-how can we grow officials and put them into 

tournaments 2) Modifying KS restrictions-allow high school coaches a period of 

time, and 3) How do we attack to start a Division 1 program in Kansas.  Gave a 

shoutout to collegiate level Aaron Meister Friends University. 

H. Coached Development Director (Discipline) Tyler Gonzales:  Stepping away 

from coaches development director, too much on his plate with being a head 

coach etc.  Nothing else really to report. 

I. District 1 Director Wade Doering:  District tournament will be March 5th, 

location?  District Person Ryan Johnson, State Person Linda Weeden, State 

Official Jim Olmeier (Paola), South Assistant Director LC Davis (Jason Storm 

stepping down). 



 

 

J. District 2 Director Richard Salyers:  District tournament will be March 4-6 at 

Kansas Star Arena.  District Person is Derek Patterson and Fred Rosas.  District 

Official of the Year is Matt Treaster. 

K. District 3 Director Rich Zimmerman:  District tournament location undecided, 

looking at options.  District Person of the Year is Rick Crayton.  State Person of 

the Year is Mark Stanley.  State Official of the Year is Kyle Deshawn. 

L. District 4 Director JB Harding:  District tournament location is FHSU Gross 

Coliseum on March 5th.  District Person of the Year is Edwards family.  State 

Person of the Year is Alicia Edwards.  State Official of the Year is Ross Addison. 

M. State Chairman Will Cokely:  Find a way to grow numbers.  Chuck elvin and 

Mike Juby turned an almost bankrupted USA organization around.  Commended 

on facing Covid.   

 

V. USAW-Tony Black: 

What is USA Wrestling?  National governing body of youth wrestling.  Made up of a 

bunch of people like us.  Hell bent on providing opportunity for kids to wrestle. 

“Cruise ship.”  31 staff in Colorado Springs. 

 

Why USA Wrestling?  It’s the entity that helps you provide safety and security.  

Background checks and Safe Sport helps with investigating.  You get Legitimacy 

with the USA Wrestling logo.  And you get liability coverage/insurance. 

 

Four Core Objectives:  1) Build 2) Grow 3) Sustain 4) Network  

 

What do we do with our members?  Email every 2 weeks to engage with members. 

 

Online membership process-$30 background check, mat.com, Why do hs wrestlers 

have to take Safe Sport?  Because they are seen as a person in a position of authority 

over minor athletes (mandate from US Center for Safe Sport).  Background check 

appeal committee-looks at what and when. 

 

Electronic membership system-more up to date and more accurate, parent-owned 

child information, parent is the account holder (children under them), club leaders do 

not claim all club wrestlers, if there are duplicate profiles then need to merge profiles, 

club administrators give permission/email members/accept affiliations. 

 

USI is the insurance certificate holder, they no longer email insurance certificates. 

 

VI. Old Business: 

Proposed By-Laws Change from the floor 

Align USAWKS calendar or Kids State to read “Kids state tournament will be held 

two weeks following the KSHSAA High School State Wrestling Championships.”  

Presently reads “20.  State Tournament dates shall be set by the corporate board 

subject to the approval by the state body.  Current policy, starting with the 2018-19 

season, is for the tournament to be held two weeks prior to the last full weekend in 

March.” 



 

 

Motion by Richard Salyers, seconded by Lance Geyer, Greg Boucher oppose. 

 

VII. Election of Officers (Secretary, Membership Director, and Treasurer are board 

appointed): 

1) State Chairman-Will Cokeley.  Nominated by Richard, seconded by Charles 

2) Folkstyle Director-Scott Edwards.  Nominated by Mark, seconded by name 

unknown 

3) Assistant Folkstyle Director-Mark Stanley.  Nominated by Joe, seconded by 

Richard 

4) Freestyle/Greco Roman Director-James Bilby.  Nominated by Richard, seconded 

by Jason 

5) Women’s Director-Jason Storm was nominated by Richard and Greg Boucher, 

Susan Redmond was nominated by Kit Harris.  Jason Storm spoke on his behalf 

for the position.  Parent (Steve Bauchy from Wichita) spoke on behalf of Susan 

Redmond.  Then another parent (Ken Robinson) spoke on behalf of Susan 

Redmond.  Then Susan Redmond spoke on her own behalf.  Jason and Susan left 

the room.  Richard Salyers and JB Harding collected the voting cards from clubs 

voting for Jason Storm.  Richard Salyers collected voting cards from clubs voting 

for Susan Redmond.  45 votes for Jason Storm, 10 votes for Susan Redmond.  

Jason Storm will be the new Women’s Director. 

 

Dylan Eck staying the Officials Director. Motion by Richard, seconded by James.  

Doug Vander Linden is staying the KWCA/University Rep.  Tyler Gonzales is 

stepping down as Coaches Development Director.  Motion made by Mark and 

seconded by Richard for Joe Knecht to be the new coaches Development Director. 

 

Last remarks made.  Get practice facilities going, get practices on the schedule.  Jamy 

Dunbar in charge of social media.  Do we maintain Talk Forums or move to 

Facebook page.  www.usawks.org is the core and not going away.  Kansas USA 

Wrestling Facebook page was created years ago by Mike Juby.  Lots of discussion 

about all this.  Keep the Talk Forum and Facebook page and Instagram.  8 

moderators, Jamy lead.  Will assigning committee. 

 

Renegades made motion to adjourn, seconded by Maize.  State Body Meeting 

adjourned at 3:32pm. 

http://www.usawks.org/

