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NEVADA BICYCLE LAWS 

Did you know that Nevada is well known as a popular place for cyclists? The state is crisscrossed 
with all kinds of bike paths, trails, and parks, as well as biking clubs with some of them dating 
back to when Europeans first came to the state! 

Nevada has quite a bit of legislation around keeping cyclists safe and ensuring that cyclists are 

safe. What are the bike laws in Nevada that you should know about? 

Riding With Traffic 

Compared to many other states in America, Nevada has simple and common laws when it comes 

to how bikes and cars are to interact safely on the road. Bicycles can ride on the street all over 

the state and they are also permitted on most sidewalks unless local regulations dictate otherwise 

(this tends to happen in large cities like Reno). 

Nevada observes the three feet of clearance law wherein cars are required to keep three feet of 

distance between themselves and cyclists. (This is also known as a vulnerable user’s law which 

covers penalties on drivers who violate the law, causing injury or death to a cyclist). 

This law applies on single-lane roads. On multi-lane highways, Nevada goes one step further, 

stating that cars must give cyclists a full lane of space. 

Cyclists must return the favor and ride at least three feet away from parked cars at all times. It’s 

also heavily suggested that cyclists listen for cars approaching and do not follow them too 

closely or in a blind spot. It’s also illegal to ride while clinging to a car or to carry things in such 

a way that the rider cannot keep both hands on the handlebars. 

Cyclists must ride as far to the right as possible, except in the following cases: 

• If it’s too dangerous to ride to the right (debris, wildlife, construction, etc) 

• If you’re going to turn left. 

• If you’re traveling as fast as the traffic around you. 

Nevada does require that cyclists are to ride in bike lanes when they are clearly marked; but there 

is nothing about riding in bike paths parallel to the road, though it’s not a bad idea to do it 

anyway. 

https://lvaccident.com/nevadas-bicycle-laws/
http://www.dmvnv.com/pdfforms/qtbicycle.pdf


The bike lanes in Nevada are clearly marked and in the rare cases where they are being shared 

with vehicles, cars are to treat bikes the exact same way they would cars. Cyclists may ride two 

abreast, but if there is traffic, it’s best to ride in single file for the sake of courtesy. 

Bikes are considered vehicles and must obey the same laws. Nevada does observe the Idaho stop 

law. This means that cyclists can ride through a red light if the red light fails to catch the cyclist 

and goes stale as a result. 

Otherwise, they must signal before turning or changing lanes, obey the traffic signs and can ride 

on highways as long as they obey the signs when told to exit. In Nevada, cyclists can also ride on 

freeways, except where prohibited such as in most municipal areas. 

Cyclists will get citations if they don’t follow any of the regulations and they receive the same 

fines and punishments as drivers, so they really are treated the same way all around. Nevada is a 

little more unique in this compared to many other states. 

Riding Safely 

Nevada has solid laws around properly lighting one’s bicycle while riding at night. This was 

done to address visibility issues. When riding at night, or at any time when it’s too hard to see 

vehicles 1,000 feet ahead, cyclists must have the following on their bikes in order to be both safe 

and legal: 

• A front headlamp that emits a white light visible from at least five hundred feet. 

• Reflective materials on the sides of the bike that is visible from at least six hundred feet, or a 

lamp visible on both sides that is visible from at least five hundred feet. 

• A red rear reflector that is visible from between fifty and three hundred feet. 

• The main issue for Nevada does seem to be visibility. It is not illegal to ride without 

wearing a helmet, though it’s also not a very good idea as it’s quite dangerous and in an 

accident, a helmet is your best protection. 

• All bikes need to have brakes which can make the wheels skid on dry, level, clean 

pavement. 

• It’s most important to ensure that you’re always watching around yourself while you ride 

for other traffic, as well as cyclists and pedestrians. Many accidents come about as a 

result of not being mindful of others, so the best prevention is to be aware. 

• Nevada does not forbid riding while under the influence of drugs or alcohol; however, we 

wouldn’t recommend doing it as it’s far more likely riders will get into a serious accident. 

Electric Bikes in Nevada 

Electric bikes are defined as two or three-wheeled bikes with an automatic transmission and a 

motor that has less than 750W. Nevada only allows electric bikes to go a maximum of 20mph 

on level ground. Licensing and registration are not required, but helmets are. 

https://lvaccident.com/nevadas-bicycle-laws/
https://lvaccident.com/nevadas-bicycle-laws/
https://www.bikeaccidentattorneys.com/


Electric bikes can only be ridden on roads where the posted speed limit is lower than the speed 

of the device and just like regular bikes, electric ones have to be ridden far to the right and riders 

must obey all road laws and rules. There isn’t much more on the books about electric bikes in 

Nevada; they are mostly treated as bicycles, other than having a cap on speed. 

The state of Nevada doesn’t have anything too strange when it comes to the bike laws that must 

be observed. The state does allow for things  

• like Idaho stop and three feet of clearance, but the state doesn’t really care whether 
riders wear helmets or not. It’s important to keep track of your own safety while riding 
to make sure that you are both legal to ride and safe at the same time. Enjoy! 
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https://www.evelo.com/nevada-state-electric-bike-laws-definition-registration/

