
Tea Parks & Recreation 
Second Grade Machine Pitch League 

  
Division Snapshot 

• Each team will have a head coach and up to two assistant coaches 
o Coaches are encouraged to be on the field for both offense and defense 
o These fields have 60’ bases 

• Metal spikes are not allowed 

• Scores will be kept but standings will not be kept 
  
Division Rules - American Legion Baseball rules will be followed, with the following exceptions: 

• Games are five innings 
o No new inning may begin after one hour and fifteen minutes 

▪ The time-limit will begin when the first pitch is thrown 
o If a game is called prior to three complete innings due to weather, the game will be suspended 

▪ The time-limit will reset when play is resumed 
o Each inning will be three outs or five runs 

• A minimum of eight players is required to start a game.  When batting, the ninth position will be an out 
o  If a team has fewer than eight players, the last batter(s) of the opposing team will play outfield 

to allow for a full defense 

• Eight players must play defense each inning 
o Catchers will be utilized 
o Each player must play at least three defensive innings per game 

▪ A player may not play the same position for more than two innings consecutively 
o There may be no more than five infielders at one time (P, 1B, 2B, 3B, and SS) 

▪ 4 players may play outfield to total 10 defensive players.  

• Outfielders must at least six feet from the edge of the infield 
▪ A defensive player shall stand next to the pitcher 

o If a coach or the machine is hit by a batted or thrown ball, the ball shall remain live 

• All pitching is done by the offensive team 
o o   Coaches must use the pitching machine that is provided (See below for photo) 

▪ Each player is allowed five pitches to put the ball in play. 

• Each player is allowed three swinging strikes 

• If on the fifth pitch, the ball is hit foul, the at-bat will continue 
▪ There are strikeouts 
▪ There are no walks 

o Players will bat in the same order for the entire game 
o Each player will bat a minimum of two times per game 

▪ At the end of five innings, the players who haven’t hit twice will hit 
 

o The following are not allowed: 
▪ Bunting 
▪ Stealing 

o There is no infield fly rule 
o USA and USSSA bats are allowed 

▪ There will be no weight, length, or diameter restrictions 

• Base running rules are as follows: 
▪  When the ball goes into the outfield and is returned to the infield, the ball must be 

controlled by an infielder to stop baserunners from advancing 

• The “half-way” rule will be in place to determine which base a runner stops at 
▪ Only one base is allowed on an overthrow 
▪ Players may not leave the base until the ball is hit 
▪ Runners may only advance on batted balls 
▪ Baserunners are encouraged to slide at second, third and home if there is a play being 

made 
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