
Dear Participant, 

We are excited to announce enhancements to our SafeSport policy and education 
requirements as part of our continued commitment to safeguarding our athletes. 

USA Volleyball’s top priority continues to be keeping our athletes safe. No form of abuse, 
including child sexual abuse, has a place in our sport. Under our leadership, this 
organization will continue to make abuse prevention and response an important piece of 
everything we do. 

USAV and the RVAA have been frontrunners in implementing safety measures.  
Together we became one of the first NGBs to conduct background screens, implement 
proactive athlete safety policies and make athlete safety our number one priority.  In 
maintaining our commitment to safety, we are pleased to announce the adoption of the 
Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies (MAAPP).  

The enhancements stem from requirements imposed by the U.S. Center for SafeSport 
(the “Center”). As you know, the Center is the separate, independent organization that 
oversees all sexual misconduct reports in the Olympic and Para-Olympic movement as 
mandated by Congress. The Center is responsible for creating requirements in the 
areas of policy, education and training for every National Governing Body (NGB) in the 
Movement as authorized by the “Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and 
SafeSport Authorization Act of 2017”. As such, USA Volleyball, as an NGB, must follow 
the Center’s requirements.  

MAAPP covers two critical areas, policies for limiting one-on-one interactions with 
minors and education/training.  

 

Policy Changes 

First, the Center requires every NGB to implement a Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention 
Policy (MAAPP) by June 23, 2019. This Policy addresses risk areas that present 
opportunities for abuse to occur. 

The Policy covers six (6) areas: 

1. One-on-One Interactions, including meetings and individual training sessions 
2. Massages and Rubdowns/Athlete Training Modalities 
3. Locker Rooms & Changing Areas 
4. Social Media & Electronic Communication 
5. Local Travel 
6. Team Travel 

 



MAAPP will apply to all Applicable Adults (including adult athletes) defined as those 
who interact with and have direct and frequent contact with minor athletes. Please note 
non-compliance with MAAPP is a violation of the U.S. Center for SafeSport Code.  
Violations may be reported at: https://www.teamusa.org/usa-volleyball/about-
us/safesport/make-a-report. 

 

  Education and Training Changes 

Second, MAAPP requires regular and consistent training for all Applicable Adults 
(including adult athletes) who interact with and have direct and frequent contact with 
minor athletes. All Applicable Adults will be required to complete training annually.  Such 
training consists of “Core” SafeSport training followed by the U.S. Center for SafeSport 
Refresher course.  

To review MAAPP online click on  https://www.teamusa.org/usa-volleyball/about-
us/safesport/general-resources. 

As mandated, every USA Volleyball member organization (including regions) is 
required to update its policies to reflect MAAPP by June 23, 2019.  Over the next 
several weeks leading up to the June 23 compliance date, USA Volleyball will share 
the policy and education changes across multiple channels and our Safe Sport staff 
members are prepared to answer any questions you have.  They can be reached at 
safesport.general@usav.org 

To prevent any disruption in sport, the Center also encourages athletes who are 17 
turning 18 to take the Core SafeSport Training.  Parental consent is required.  

Further, as of June 12, the Center is now offering age appropriate training for minor 
athletes. The training is not mandatory but introduces the importance of a positive and 
welcoming environment while also explaining the different forms of misconduct and 
how and where to report it. Each course can be accessed at: www.athletesafety.org. 
All training requires parental consent.   

Your continued support of USAV’s abuse prevention and response efforts is invaluable.  
Together we can promote a safe and healthy environment for our athletes allowing them 
to achieve their utmost potential on and off the court. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
USA Volleyball  
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