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o u r  m i s s i o n

USA Hockey provides the foundation for the 

sport of ice hockey in America; helps young people 

become leaders and even Olympic heroes; 

and connects the game at every level while 

promoting a lifelong love of the sport.



Thanks to the continued diligence of the thousands upon thousands of volunteers who are 
the bedrock of USA Hockey, the tireless work of our staff, the terrific collaboration and engagement of our many 
partners in the game, and the exceptional talents of our athletes on the international stage, the 2017-18 season was 
indeed one to remember.

We won’t soon forget the spectacular shootout goal by Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson and the subsequent save by 
Maddie Rooney that was the difference in a thrilling gold-medal game win over Canada at the 2018 Olympics Winter 
Games in PyeongChang.

And just more than a month later, more high drama unfolded in the Paralympics with Declan Farmer tying the game 
in the final minute of play and then scoring the game-winner in overtime to lift our team to a victory over Canada in 
the gold-medal game and mark the third straight Paralympics that we’ve finished atop of the podium.

It is also worth noting that in all IIHF World Championships staged this season, our teams had medal-winning 
performances, something no other nation can claim.

The success we enjoyed on the international stage all starts with the grassroots volunteers who spend countless 
hours shaping the landscape of youth hockey across America. Our focus on providing a safe, fun and age-
appropriate environment for youth players has contributed to our continued growth, which included a record 
122,135 players at the 8U level in 2017-18, including an all-time high of 22,532 girls.

We also added blind hockey to our now six disciplines of disabled hockey this season as together, we break barriers 
and enhance opportunities for everyone across the country.

In the pages ahead, you’ll have a chance to learn in more detail about the great success story of our 2017-18 season. 
Enjoy.
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Vice President, 
Youth Council 

Gavin Regan
Vice President, 

International Council 

Mike Trimboli
Vice President, 

Marketing Council 

John Vanbiesbrouck
Vice President, 
Junior Council 

John Beadle
Vice President, 
Adult Council

Chris Clark
Athlete  

Representative

Pam Dreyer
Athlete 

Representative

Keith Barrett
Director 

Representative 

Don Mulder
Director 

Representative 

Kaye Pinkowski
Director 

Representative 

Julie Chu
Athlete  

Representative

Jim Smith
President

Ron DeGregorio
Chairman of the Board

Donna Guariglia
Treasurer

Bill Hall
Secretary

A

N

N

U

A

L

R

E

P

O

R

T

—

1
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Y o u t h  H o c k e y

For the fourth consecutive season, a record number 
of children played hockey in the United States, a total that included 
a record number of players at the 8-and-Under level (122,135), a 
record number of girls at the 8U level (22,532), as well as increases 
at the 10U, 14U and 16U youth levels. Those stellar marks are a credit 
to the passionate efforts of volunteers nationwide, as well as to USA 
Hockey’s focus on safety, skill development and, of course, fun.

In terms of safety, USA Hockey emphasizes both on-ice and off-ice 
protection through numerous initiatives, resources and enforcement.

On the ice, USA Hockey’s vigilance is exemplified in part by the 
creation and enforcement of rules, along with research and guidance 
from leading medical professionals, and progressive coaching in the 
areas of body contact and injury prevention.

Off the ice, USA Hockey has long had systems in place to protect 
its participants from physical and sexual abuse and other types of 
misconduct. USA Hockey SafeSport includes those long-standing 
policies, along with an electronic communication policy and a 
streamlined abuse-reporting system.

In terms of player development, USA Hockey’s American Development 
Model, based on long-term athlete development principles, continues 
to positively affect the landscape of youth hockey in America. Not 
only has it revolutionized hockey development, the ADM also served 
as a catalyst for dramatic changes to youth programming across a 
wide spectrum of sports including baseball, soccer, lacrosse and 
football. Each of those sports’ national federations – plus the U.S. 
Olympic Committee – subsequently launched their own versions 
of the ADM based on USA Hockey’s pioneering foundation for age-
appropriate training and competition.
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45.20%

32.50%
15.20%

2.10%

5.00%

OFFICIALS

ADULTPLAYERS

PARENTS &
VOLUNTEERS

YOUTH 
PLAYERS

USA HOCKEY UNIVERSE
More than a million strong

TOTAL
1,178,711

COACHES

Youth Players: 382,514

Adult Players: 179,631

Coaches: 56,645

Officials: 25,330

Parents/Volunteers: 532,591
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“In the U.S., the gold standard is ice hockey,” wrote Tom Farrey, executive director of the Sports and 
Society Program at the Aspen Institute.

USA Hockey added nearly 5,000 new 8-and-under players to its ranks in 2017-18 (a more than 5 
percent increase year over year), and with the number of American 8U children playing hockey in 
excess of 100,000 for the eighth straight season, the base of the game continues to strengthen.

“We continue to make great strides in introducing children to the game,” said Pat Kelleher, USA 
Hockey executive director. “With the ADM and major events like IIHF Girls Hockey Weekend and our 
Try Hockey for Free Days, plus the countless local initiatives that make hockey an attractive option 
for kids and their families, we welcome more new players to hockey each year throughout every 
part of the country. Add to that our collaboration with the NHL and the NHLPA on the nationwide 
Learn-to-Play program and it’s definitely an exciting time for hockey as a whole, and youth hockey 
specifically, in the United States.”

Keeping children in the game is just as important, which is why USA Hockey’s youth initiatives 
emphasize fun, engagement, local participation, efficient skill development and a proper practice-
to-game ratio. Each of these components work to ensure that children have every opportunity to 
play, love and excel, without the pressure of excessive financial burdens or misguided development 
priorities.

OFF THE ICE,  

USA Hockey has long had 

systems in place to protect  

its participants from physical 

and sexual abuse and other 

types of misconduct. 

USA Hockey SafeSport includes 

those long-standing policies, 

along with an electronic 

communication policy  

and a streamlined  

abuse-reporting system.



USA Hockey’s Junior Program 
provides opportunities for players ages 16-to-20 to 
hone and enhance their skills and is an important part 
of the organization’s overall efforts related to player 
development.

The United States Hockey League, the only Tier I league 
in the United States, and the North American Hockey 
League, the only Tier II junior league in the United States, 
both set new standards for excellence in 2017-18. At the 
2018 NHL Draft, a record 57 players with ties to the USHL 
were selected, including a record 45 players who skated 
in the USHL during the 2017-18 season. Meanwhile, the 
NAHL, which had nine players with ties to the league 
drafted, saw its 2017-18 campaign result in a record 
number of 331 players make NCAA commitments, 70% of 
those being Division I schools.

Player safety continues to be at the forefront at all levels 
of junior hockey and in 2017-18 enhanced efforts to affect 
behavior change was an on-going priority.

In terms of competition, the culmination of the season 
included crowning of champions at the Tier I, II and III 
levels with the Fargo Force capturing the Clark Cup as the 
playoff champion of the USHL; the Shreveport Mudbugs 
earning the NAHL’s Robertson Cup; and the Metro Jets 
taking the inaugural Fraser Cup as playoff champions of 
the North American 3 Hockey League (NA3HL).

J u n i o r  H o c k e y

Junior Hockey 
Leagues

Tier I  
United States  
Hockey League (USHL)

Tier II  
North American  
Hockey League (NAHL)

Tier III  
Eastern Hockey  
League (EHL)

North American 3  
Hockey League (NA3HL)

Rocky Mountain Junior 
Hockey League (RMJHL)
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USa Hockey’s Adult Program had 
nearly 180,000 players competing in adult leagues and 
events nationwide during the 2017-18 season.

The season was once again highlighted by the 
Labatt Blue/USA Hockey Pond Hockey National 
Championships, USA Hockey’s marquee adult hockey 
event held annually on Dollar Lake in Eagle River, 
Wisconsin. This past year, the event again largely sold 
out within minutes and featured competition among 
approximately 300 teams across 19 divisions.

The 2017-18 USA Hockey Adult Classic Championships 
series featured more than 15 sold-out events in cities 
across the country from Charlotte, N.C., to Denver, 
Colo., and Lake Placid, N.Y. The season featured more 
partnership events with NHL teams than ever before, 
including the Coyotes Adult Hockey Appreciation week 
and Flyers Fantasy Camp.

The popular Adult National Championships included 
19 divisions for the 2017-18 season, eight of which were 

women-specific, with rinks in the Tampa, Fla., area 
serving as hosts.

The American Collegiate Hockey Association remains 
an integral part of USA Hockey’s adult programming, 
featuring more than 500 men’s and women’s teams 
playing non-varsity college hockey. The ACHA 
continues to grow and will supply most of the 
players for the men’s and women’s 2019 U.S. National 
University Teams that will compete at the Winter World 
University Games in Krasnoyarsk, Russia. 

Joint efforts between USA Hockey and registered 
adult leagues assist with implementation of the First 
Goal program which continued to help grow the game 
during the 2017-18 season. Adult First Goal, which is a 
grant-based, free program that provides USA Hockey 
registered adult hockey leagues a national platform of 
resources to introduce new adults to the sport, sent 
approximately 195 sets of equipment to leagues this 
past season.

A d u l t  H o c k e y

The Labatt Blue/
USA Hockey Pond 
Hockey National 
Championship, 
held in Eagle 
River, Wisconsin, 
featured 300 
teams across 19 
divisions in 2018.
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USA Hockey’s Disabled Program continues to expand and provide playing opportunities for 
the six disciplines of the sport: blind/visually impaired, deaf/hard of hearing, sled, standing/amputee, special 
hockey and warrior hockey. Programs are conducted in each of those disciplines throughout the country.

A highlight of the season was the 14th annual Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled Festival, which took place in 
Chicago. Encompassing two weekends for the first time ever, an event-record 1,657 players and 124 teams took 
part. The Festival included the seventh annual USA Hockey Sled Hockey National Championship that ended 
with the Chicago Blackhawks claiming the tournament title.

The eighth annual USA Hockey Sled Classic, presented by the NHL, took place in Plymouth, Minn., with the 
Minnesota Wild serving as host. The event featured a record 28 teams, each affiliated with an NHL club, that 
competed in five divisions. The Chicago Blackhawks program claimed both the Tier I and Tier V divisions while 
the Pittsburgh Penguins were crowned Tier II champions, the Edmonton Oilers won the Tier III division and the 
Colorado Avalanche claimed the Tier IV division.

Additionally, the 2017-18 campaign featured the second-ever USA Hockey Warrior Classic. Held in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, the Michigan Warriors were crowned tournament champions. The annual event is dedicated to U.S. 
military veterans with a disability who have served our country and play the sport of ice hockey.

D i s a b l e d  H o c k e y
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USA Hockey is a recognized Leader in coaching 
education, not only in the United States, but throughout the world. 
Powered by USA Hockey staff and 13 district coaches in chief with more 
than 200 instructors at the grassroots level, the Coaching Education 
Program in 2017-18 educated almost 60,000 coaches. It is continually 
evolving and provides fresh material every season while motivating 
coaches to learn new techniques and philosophies. Those coaches go on 
to inspire players at every level throughout the country with what they’ve 
learned, growing the game and nurturing talent.

The capstone of USA Hockey’s CEP is the biennial National Hockey 
Coaches Symposium. The 2018 event was held in beautiful Lake Placid, 
New York, with a distinctly Olympic feel. In addition to on-ice teaching 
sessions at the 1980 and 1932 rinks, four members of the 1980 U.S. 
Olympic Ice Hockey Team were part of the presentations, as were coaches 
from the 2018 U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Ice Hockey Teams. In all, the 
event provided education and networking opportunities to 425 attendees.

Educating the educators also remains a priority for USA Hockey, which 
continues to deliver numerous CEP instructor training opportunities 
each season. With this training, the educators themselves further develop 
their teaching and presentation skills, helping ensure quality coaching 
education throughout the ranks.

C o a c h i n g  E d u c a t i o n

q USA Hockey gained nearly 900 new 
coaches nationwide in 2017-18.

q USA Hockey conducted nearly 800 
coaching clinics throughout the U.S. in 
2017-18.

q A new online coaching registry 
debuted, allowing certified USA Hockey 
coaches to see their entire CEP history at 
a glance and register for CEP events more 
efficiently than ever before.

q USA Hockey expanded its female 
hockey-specific coaching education 
events with a high-performance CEP clinic 
in San Jose, California, during the U.S. 
Women’s National Team pre-Olympic tour.

q USA Hockey’s Mobile Coach app 
continues to lead the way in coaching 
technology, with fresh resources added 
regularly including videos, drills and 
coaching news articles. The app, which 
expanded to include a practice plan 
analyzer and a desktop companion 
version in 2017-18, was utilized by more 
than 91,000 people last season.

q USA Hockey enlarged its roster of 
Level 4 CEP clinics to include more dates 
and more locations than ever before in 
a continued effort to make it easier for 
every coach in every location to pursue 
high-level coaching education.

q Disabled hockey coaching clinics and 
resources were expanded.

q USA Hockey took world-leading strides 
in the creation of its goaltending coach 
development program. This program has 
three tiers of education all preceded 
by the Goaltending for All Ages online 
module. This module covers the basics in 
goaltending coaching and development, 
giving every coach a level of comfort 
and confidence in teaching the position. 
USA Hockey’s mission is to demystify the 
goaltending position and boost goalie 
development nationwide by giving all 
coaches – not just goalie coaches – the 
tools to teach their netminders. With the 
addition of this new program, USA Hockey 
became the first hockey federation in 
the world to blend a position-specific 
coaching education program within its 
traditional program.

q USA Hockey produced 10 CEP 
e-newsletters to serve as a regular 
connection and method to update 
coaches with the most pertinent, 
actionable information for the specific 
age level they are coaching.

q USA Hockey continues to work 
with the NHL, NCAA, ACHA, AHCA and 
numerous high school federations to 
provide educational opportunities for  
our partners.
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The USA Hockey Officiating 
Education Program continued to provide officials 
with the best resources available to help develop 
their skills and give them new opportunities to 
grow in officiating in 2017-18.

On the international front, 28 American officials 
were selected to serve as referees or linesmen 
for International Ice Hockey Federation events 
in 2017-18. Among those, seven officiated the 
men’s and women’s ice hockey tournaments at 
the PyeongChang 2018 Olympic Winter Games, 
marking the most officials from any country.

U.S. officials were also well represented in events 
on home soil in 2017-18, including during the USA 
Hockey Youth and Girls Nationals where more 
than 220 officials worked roughly 750 games 

in nine different 
locations during the 
tournaments.

In an effort to create 
a more efficient 
experience for 
officials in 2017-18, 
the USA Hockey 
Officiating Education 
Program streamlined 

its registration process. Additional updates were 
also made to the registration requirements and 
profile management tool, which serves as a one-
stop shop for officials to log in, view their profile, 
track registration status, review exam results and 
more.

Additionally, USA Hockey’s Mobile Rulebook 
application for Apple, Windows and Android 
devices — which provides officials, players and 
parents instant access to the official rulebook, 
casebook, video examples of rules, and links 
to resources on USAHockey.com — more than 
doubled in total downloads during its second 
season of operation. After 15,000 total downloads 
during the 2016-17 season, the app climbed 
to 33,000 lifetime downloads in 2017-18 and 
continues to be an invaluable resource.

Buoyed by the backdrop of on-going 
advancements within the Officiating Education 
Program, the number of registered officials 
continues to grow. In 2017-18, the USA Hockey 
universe included 25,300 officials, an increase of 
two-and-a-half percent. And as the officiating 
community continues to expand, USA Hockey 
remains committed to developing new material 
and looking for additional ways to improve its 
education programs to better serve officials.

O f f i c i a t i n g  E d u c a t i o n
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From its beginning moments born out of a shoebox in Tom 
Lockhart’s New York City apartment in 1937 to its status today as one of the top 
amateur sports organizations in the world, the secret to the success of USA Hockey 
continues to be its volunteers.

Those thousands upon thousands of men and women in communities all across 
America are the unsung heroes of the organization. They help make up local 
associations that provide the infrastructure at the grassroots level and ensure the 
sport is strong and continues to flourish in all 50 states.

Each year, USA Hockey recognizes one person with its most prestigious honor – the 
Wm. Thayer Tutt Award. The distinction is bestowed upon a volunteer who, during 
many years of service, has displayed a selfless dedication to the enhancement of 
ice hockey at the grassroots level in America. The 2017 recipient was Fred Hudson.

V o l u n t e e r s

The secret to  
the success of  

USA Hockey 
continues  

to be its 
volunteers.
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Wm. Thayer Tutt Award

Fred Hudson played youth hockey in New Haven, 
Connecticut, eventually attending Hillhouse High School on 
the Yale University campus. After a brief stint with the Atlantic 
Hockey League’s New Haven Bears, he hitchhiked some 1,700 
miles to a professional tryout in Winnipeg. Shifted from defense 
to the unfamiliar role of a wing for the tryout, Hudson struggled. 
Rather than an offer from the New York Rangers, he was left with 
only an invitation to chase $100 a week skating in England – 
and even that evaporated when the scout discovered he was an 
American – so Hudson packed his gear and returned home to a 
Korean War draft notice.

During his time in the service, Hudson progressed to radar school 
and stayed on as an instructor, mustering out as a first lieutenant 
in 1953. Armed with timely credentials, he soon joined IBM, where 
he spent the next 30 years helping launch astronauts by day and 
hockey players by night.

Deployed first to Huntsville, Alabama, along with his wife, 
Betty, and their young children, Hudson began work on 
the Saturn V rocket that eventually won the race to the moon. At the same time, he accepted the challenge of 
propelling Huntsville’s youth hockey program from its first-ever practice, with only one child who could cross the 
ice successfully, to a top-caliber operation. From those wobbly first strides, Hudson nurtured what became one of 
nation’s most vibrant youth programs – the still-thriving North Alabama Hockey Association.

Moving yet again with IBM, this time to New Jersey in 1970, Hudson helped create a second made-from-scratch 
youth hockey program. It blossomed into what is now the Morris County Youth Hockey League, a strong hub for the 
game in northern New Jersey.

Upon his return to Huntsville in 1974, Hudson stepped back into leadership with the North Alabama Hockey 
Association, running the travel program and continuing to encourage the growth of youth hockey. It was a family 
affair, with Hudson coaching between business trips, his sons playing and Betty managing countless behind-the-
scenes tasks.

Eventually, after also helping create the technology that launched Skylab and the Space Shuttle, Hudson and his 
wife retired in Alabama. Today, at 89 years old, he remains an active player and a member of the board that oversees 
the Municipal Ice Complex, a facility he helped inspire by setting a foundation for hockey in Huntsville some 56 
years earlier.



American Development Model
USA Hockey’s American Development Model is a nationwide player 

development initiative launched in 2009. It emphasizes age-appropriate, 
age-specific training and competition, with a heightened focus on skill 
development. 

The ADM was founded on consensus sport science and child development 
research, the premise of which calls for creating fun, active environments 
focused on skill development and engagement – environments in which 
every child can excel and reach their full potential. In short, it’s doing 
what’s best for kids, while also delivering an ideal hockey education.

The positive effect on American hockey is shining 
through from coast to coast. Since its launch, the 
ADM has received national and international 
acclaim, gaining support from the NHL, the NCAA, 

the American Hockey Coaches Association, the Aspen Institute and hockey 
parents alike. Its success also resonated with the U.S. Olympic Committee, 
which adopted USA Hockey’s ADM name and logo in 2014 to represent 
American athlete-development efforts across its entire sporting landscape. 
Since then, several youth sport organizations have piggybacked on the ADM principles including U.S. 
Lacrosse, U.S. Soccer and USA Football.

Advocates of USA Hockey’s ADM come from all corners of the hockey universe and from 8U to the 
very highest levels. Some, like Hockey Hall of Famer Martin St. Louis and longtime NHLer Mike 
Grier, represent both ends of the spectrum, having played at the highest level before embarking on 
grassroots coaching journeys.

“I’m fortunate to have the opportunity to give something back to the game now by coaching youth 
hockey, including my own boys, and I’m happy to be doing it in the ADM era, because it has a big 
impact on the skill development of youth players in the United States,” said St. Louis.

Grier, a medalist with Team USA and a former Hobey Baker Award finalist, echoed those sentiments.

“I’m a big believer in USA Hockey’s ADM,” he said. “I’ve been coaching my son from 8U through 14U, and 
the ADM has been part of every single one of my practices. It really keeps the kids moving and makes 
sure they get plenty of reps.”
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“ The ADM has 
been part of 
every single one 
of my practices. 
It really keeps 
the kids moving 
and makes sure 
they get plenty of 
reps.”

MIKE GRIER 
USA Hockey coach 

& former NHL player 

P l a y e r  D e v e l o p m e n t
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Player Development Camps
For more than 40 years, USA Hockey 

has provided training and competition opportunities 
for advanced teenagers to hone their skills with and 
against top players from other areas of the country 
each summer through its series of Regional and 
National Player Development Camps.

At the national level, USA Hockey conducted Player 
Development Camps for boys and girls ages 15, 16 
and 17. The boys camps and sled hockey camps were 
held in Amherst, New York, and the girls camps were 
held in St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Biddeford, Maine. 
These camps emphasize age-appropriate training 
and competition in accordance with USA Hockey’s 
American Development Model.

Mentorship and coaching at the camps is provided 
by experienced player development staff from USA 
Hockey in collaboration with top coaches from the 
NHL, AHL, ECHL, NCAA, ACHA, NWHL and beyond. In 
addition, eight current or former members of the U.S. 
Women’s National Team served on staff during the 
events in Minnesota and Maine. This elite assemblage 
of coaching and camp personnel provides boys and 
girls with competitive on- and off-ice training that sets 

a solid foundation for the next step in their hockey 
careers, while also delivering a consistent education 
about USA Hockey’s training principles and key values.

In all, some 576 boys, 430 girls and 58 sled players 
participated in USA Hockey’s 2018 National Player 
Development Camps.

On the local level, USA Hockey continues to support 
District and Regional Player Development Camps 
across the nation for boys and girls, with the objective 
of giving more players an opportunity to experience 
a development camp environment while also 
introducing them to high-performance USA Hockey 
programming.

All told, more than 2,000 athletes and 350 staff were 
part of USA Hockey Regional and National Player 
Development Camp program in 2018, making it one of 
USA Hockey’s largest and most important development 
initiatives. Additionally, the national-level events 
provided a gateway to what is, for many, their first 
international competition experience at either the Five 
Nations Tournament, the Hlinka Gretzky Cup or the 
Women’s Under-18 Series.



Goaltending Development
The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Camp and its Women’s National Team Goaltending 

Development Camp helped highlight another season of progress in the organization’s quest to have American 
goaltenders playing 51 percent of the minutes in the NHL and National Women’s Hockey League by 2030.

The four-day Strelow Camp, which featured 27 of the top United States goaltenders eligible for international play, 
helped invitees master the fundamentals of the position while also developing a personal identity for their puck-
stopping. The camp also welcomed active professional goalies from the NHL and AHL to USA Hockey Arena where 
they served as mentors for the invitees.

The Women’s Camp featured 18 netminders, a group that included four gold medalists from the International Ice 
Hockey Federation Under-18 Women’s World Championship, as well as Katie Fitzgerald, who helped the Metropolitan 
Riveters claim the NWHL’s 2018 Isobel Cup. Invitees ranged in age from 15-24 and represented 11 states. Coaches at 
the camp included three U.S. Olympians in Nicole Hensley, Brianne McLaughlin and Alex Rigsby.

The responsibility of filling that pipeline falls to the nation’s grassroots coaches, and USA Hockey took world-leading 
strides to help with the debut of a comprehensive goaltending coach development program in 2017-18. 

Designed with three tiers of education all 
preceded by the Goaltending for All Ages 
online module, the program teaches the 
basics in goaltending development and 
much more. The first level of the goaltending 
coach development program is the bronze 
level, which involves one-day clinics covering 
aspects of goaltender practice planning, 
teaching fundamental saves, skating, puck 
handling, positioning and recovery. Upon 
completion of these clinics, coaches can 
ascend one level within USA Hockey’s 
Coaching Education Program.

The silver-level Goaltending Coach 
Development Symposium is the second tier of 
the goaltending coach development program, 
consisting of a minimum of 12 hours of on- 
and off-ice goaltending coach development. 

The gold level is the peak of the goaltending 
coach development program and is held 
in conjunction with USA Hockey’s National 
Hockey Coaching Symposium. Coaches 
attending this event participate in on- and 
off-ice sessions that cover all aspects of the 
position along with details of how to teach 
the concepts and create environments 
for optimal goaltender development. The 

capstone is a peer-reviewed exam in which coaches have the opportunity to instruct goalies both on the ice and 
also off the ice with the use of video analysis. 

With the launch of this new goaltending development program, USA Hockey became the first hockey federation 
in the world to blend a position-specific coaching education program within its traditional coaching education 
program. The end result will be an expanding population of well-rounded coaches who can provide a world-leading 
youth goaltending development experience at the grassroots level nationwide.
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National Team Development Program
Finishing its 21st season on the ice in 2017-18, USA Hockey’s National Team 

Development Program provides a one-of-a-kind, world-renowned training experience that 
emphasizes athletic, academic and social development for the top 16- and 17-year-old players in  
the country.

The two-year residency program in Plymouth, Michigan, includes on- and off-ice training that is 
aimed at preparing student-athletes for participation on U.S. National Teams and success at the 
next levels of hockey competition, including ultimately, the NHL. 

Since the focus is on development, the NTDP is not gauged on wins and losses, but rather on 
improving skills and acquiring experience against older competition. 

The 2017-18 season marked the third for the NTDP at USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth, Michigan, after 
spending the first 18 years of the program at the Ann Arbor Ice Cube in Ann Arbor, Michigan. USA 
Hockey Arena, a two-sheet facility, was purchased by The USA Hockey Foundation to serve as home 
for the NTDP and a showcase for all USA Hockey programs.

The NTDP continues to play a major role in the NHL Draft, with 16 full-time NTDP players being 
selected in the 2018 NHL Draft. Since its inception, 310 alumni have been selected in the NHL Draft 
and more than 350 have skated for NCAA Division I hockey programs. 

Since its inception, 
310 NTDP alumni 
have been 
selected in the 
NHL Draft and 
more than 350 
have skated for 
NCAA Division I 
hockey programs.



N a t i o n a l  T e a m s

The 2017-18 Campaign came with unprecedented success on the international stage for the United States 
as it became the first nation to ever win both an Olympic and Paralympic gold medal in the same year and the only 
nation to earn a medal in every International Ice Hockey Federation event.

OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC TEAMS
At the 2018 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, 
the United States became the only nation to reach the 
top of the podium twice, as both the 2018 U.S. Olympic 
Women’s Ice Hockey Team and 2018 U.S. Paralympic 
Sled Hockey Team claimed historic gold medals.

The U.S. Olympic Women’s Ice Hockey Team won its 
second ever Olympic gold medal after earning the 
inaugural gold medal at the 1998 Olympic Winter 
Games in Nagano, Japan. Team USA (3-1-0-1. W-OTW-
OTL-L) began the tournament by topping Finland 
and the Olympic Athletes From Russia before falling 
to Canada in the preliminary round finale. The 
U.S. rebounded with a victory over Finland in the 
semifinals to set up a rematch against Canada in the 
gold-medal game. There, a back-and-forth affair forced 
extra time and a six-round shootout that culminated 
in the United States claiming its first Olympic gold 
medal in women’s ice hockey in 20 years.

The U.S. Paralympic Sled Hockey Team captured the 
gold medal at the 2018 Paralympic Winter Games in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, as the U.S. became the 
first nation to claim three straight Paralympic gold 

medals in sled hockey. After sweeping group play with 
wins over Japan, the Czech Republic and host, Korea, 
Team USA (4-1-0-0, W-OTW-OTL-L) topped Italy in the 
semifinals to force the first-ever U.S.-Canada meeting 
in a Paralympic gold-medal game. In perhaps the most 
thrilling sled hockey game in history, the U.S. forced 
overtime with 37 seconds left in regulation before 
netting the game-winner three minutes into overtime 
to claim its fourth gold medal in the Paralympics, the 
most of any nation.

The U.S. Olympic Men’s Ice Hockey Team, comprised 
of college players, American Hockey Leaguers and 
Americans playing professionally in Europe, finished 
in seventh place among 12 teams. Playing in honor 
of the team’s late general manager, Jim Johannson, 
who passed away just before the tournament, Team 
USA (2-0-2-1, W-OTW-OTL-L) opened the preliminary 
round with an overtime loss to Slovenia before topping 
Slovakia and falling to the Olympic Athletes from 
Russia. After a playoff round victory over Slovakia, the 
U.S. met the Czech Republic in the quarterfinals where 
it suffered a shootout loss. 
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SENIOR TEAMS
The U.S. Men’s National Team earned the bronze medal at the 2018 International Ice Hockey Federation Men’s World 
Championship in Copenhagen and Herning, Denmark. Team USA (6-2-0-2, W-OTW-OTL-L) opened tournament play 
with five straight wins, the first time it accomplished the feat since 1933, and earned a second-place finish in Group 
B. After a quarterfinal win over the Czech Republic, the U.S. fell to Sweden in the semifinal round resulting in a 
rematch with Canada in the bronze-medal game. There, the U.S. won, 4-1, to earn its third bronze medal in the event 
and fourth top-four finish in the last six IIHF Men’s World Championship, a feat the country has not accomplished 
since medaling in three of the five tournaments it competed in from 1939-1950. 

The U.S. Women’s National Team played seven games as part of The 
Time Is Now Tour in preparation for the Olympic Winter Games. The 
contests included four games in the Four Nations Cup in Wesley 
Chapel and Tampa, Fla., where the U.S. Women’s National Team also 
held a residency program leading up to the Olympic Winter Games. 
For the fourth straight year, the U.S. captured the tournament title as 
it defeated Finland, Canada and Sweden in group play before edging 
Canada in the championship game. In addition, the U.S. played three 
games against Canada as part of the Tour. The Canadians won all 
three games, edging the U.S. 5-1 in Boston, Mass., 2-1 in overtime 
in St. Paul, Minn., and 3-1 in San Jose, Calif. Finally, the U.S. and 
Canada also played three times in Canada, with the U.S. winning, 5-2, 
in Quebec City, while dropping a 2-0 decision in Winnipeg and 2-1 
overtime verdict in Edmonton.



JUNIOR TEAM
The U.S. National Junior Team earned the bronze medal 
at the 2018 International Ice Hockey Federation World 
Junior Championship on home ice in Buffalo, N.Y. The 
medal-winning effort for Team USA (4-1-0-2, W-OTW-
OTL-L) marked its third-straight in tournament play, 
the first time the nation has ever accomplished the 
feat. The U.S. and Canada made history on Dec. 29, 
2017, when the two teams played a preliminary round 
game outdoors at New Era Field, home of the NFL’s 
Buffalo Bills, in front of a record crowd of 44,592 fans. 
Never before had an outdoor game been held in top 
level IIHF world championship play.

UNDER-18 TEAMS
The U.S. Under-18 Women’s National Team captured an 
unprecedented fourth consecutive gold medal at the 2018 International Ice Hockey Federation Under-18 Women’s 
World Championship in Dmitrov, Russia. Team USA (3-2-0-0, W-OTW-OTL-L) swept preliminary round play with wins 
over Sweden, Russia and Canada before edging Canada in a semifinal shootout to reach the gold-medal game for 
the 11th time – every year of the tournament’s existence. There, it defeated Sweden to secure its seventh gold medal, 
the most of any nation. 

The U.S. Under-18 Men’s National Team earned the silver medal at the 2018 International Ice Hockey Federation 
Under-18 Men’s World Championship in Chelyabinsk and Magnitogorsk, Russia. Team USA (4-0-0-3, W-OTW-OTL-L) 
split its preliminary round games with wins over Switzerland and Belarus and losses to Canada and Sweden 
before defeating host, Russia, in the quarterfinals. A semifinal victory over the Czech Republic earned Team USA its 
tournament-record 14th appearance in the gold-medal game, where it fell to Finland by a 3-2 count, and finished 
with a silver medal – Team USA’s tournament-record 16th in the event. 
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The United States 

was the only 

nation to earn a 

medal in every 

International Ice 

Hockey Federation 

event during the 

2017-18 season.
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NTDP TEAMS
Teams from USA Hockey’s 
National Team Development 
Program in Plymouth, 
Mich., participated in five 
international tournaments 
in a season that included 
the NTDP’s first-ever USHL 
Eastern Conference regular-
season title. Overall, the United 
States skated away with five 
championship victories as 
the U.S. National Under-18 
Team earned titles at the 
2018 Under-18 Five Nations 
Tournament and 2017 Under-18 
Five Nations Tournament while 
the U.S. National Under-17 
Team went undefeated in 
international play, winning the 
2018 Under-17 Five Nations 
Tournament, 2017 Under-17 
Four Nations Tournament and 
2017 World Under-17 Hockey 
Challenge. Additionally, the 
2017-18 U.S. National Under-17 
Team finished the season with 
a 42-18-0-1 (W-L-OTL-SOL) 
record, an NTDP record.

SELECT TEAMS
The U.S. Junior Select Team took second place at the 2017 World Junior 
A Challenge in Truro, Nova Scotia. Team USA finished with a 4-0-0-2 
(W-OTW-OTL-L) record as it reached the championship game for the fifth 
time in the last six years.

The U.S. Under-17 Men’s Select Team earned third place at the 2017 Five 
Nations Tournament with a 2-0-0-2 (W-OTW-OTL-L) record. Additionally, 
the U.S. Under-18 Men’s Select Team finished in fourth place at the 2018 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup with an overall record of 2-0-1-2 (W-OTW-OTL-L). 

The U.S. Under-18 Women’s Select Team captured the 2018 Under-18 
Series vs. Canada in Calgary, Alta. Team USA swept the three-game series 
with a trio of wins in four days.

SLED TEAM
The U.S. National Sled Hockey Team won 11 of its 12 games 
during the 2017-18 season leading up to the 2018 Paralympic 
Winter Games. Team USA (11-0-0-1, W-OTW-OTL-L) opened its 
campaign by sweeping Canada, Korea and Norway at the 2017 
World Sled Hockey Challenge to secure its tournament-
record fourth-straight title in the event. In January, 
the team relocated to Chicago where it conducted a 
two-month residency program leading 
up to the Paralympic Winter Games. 
Prior to the Paralympics, Team USA 
traveled to Turin, Italy, where it joined 
Italy, Japan and Norway for the 2018 
Turin Para Ice Hockey Championship. The 
U.S., with five straight shutouts, claimed 
the tournament title. In its final tune-up 
for the Paralympics, Team USA faced 
Canada in a home-and-home series 
in Buffalo, N.Y., and Port Colborne, 
Ontario. After edging Canada on 
home ice in the series opener, 
the U.S. fell in its final game of the 
regular season.



S i g n a t u r e  E v e n t s

U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame

With an overflow crowd at the Westin Boston 
Waterfront Hotel on hand, Kevin Collins, Ron Wilson, 
Jack Parker, Scott Young and Ben Smith were formally 
enshrined into the United States Hockey Hall of 
Fame.

Steve Levy, one of the most preeminent personalities 
in sports television, served as master of ceremonies 
for the eighth straight year.

The Class of 2017 is permanently honored on the 
Great Wall of Fame at the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame 
Museum in Eveleth, Minn.

For the seventh straight year, the evening’s festivities 
also included the presentation of the Lester Patrick 
Trophy with Peter Lindberg and Dave Ogrean 
receiving the honor. An award of the NHL, the Lester 
Patrick Trophy is given to individuals who have 
helped advance hockey in the U.S.

Hockey Weekend  
       Across America

The 11th edition of Hockey Weekend Across America, 
led by USA Hockey, was celebrated the weekend 
following the Olympics on March 2-4.

A three-day effort to showcase the game at all levels 
all across the country, each day of Hockey Weekend 
Across America included a theme with Wear Your 
Favorite Hockey Jersey on Friday; Try Hockey on 
Saturday; and Celebrate Local Hockey Heroes on 
Sunday.

Saturday’s Try Hockey Day included a total of 13,460 
boys and girls in all corners of the nation having a 
chance to Try Hockey for Free. 

Also part of Hockey Weekend Across America, 34 young 
officials had the opportunity to meet and learn from 
current NHL officials in conjunction with 17 NHL games 
in American markets over the course of the event.
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Try Hockey For Free

A significant reason for the continued growth 
of hockey can be tied to USA Hockey’s two 
nationwide Try Hockey for Free Days each 
season, which introduce new players and 
families to the game.

The focus of the events is to give children 
ages four through nine that have never 
played hockey a chance to try the game. 
Equipment is supplied without cost and 
thousands of volunteers across the country 
provide instruction and encouragement.

In conjunction with Come Play Hockey 
Month, 11,376 turned out at the more than 
450 locations across 47 states on Nov. 4.

Then, as part of Hockey Weekend Across 
America, which followed the Olympic Winter 
Games, a total of 13,460 tried hockey for 
free on March 3 at nearly 400 locations 
nationally. The Colorado Rampage from 
Monument, Colorado, led the nation in 
participants with 351 over three sessions, 
while the state of Michigan had the most 
total new players try the sport with 1,373.

Liberty Mutual Insurance and Pure Hockey 
served as sponsors of USA Hockey’s Try 
Hockey for Free events.

CCM/USA Hockey All-American 
Prospects Game

The fifth annual CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects 
Game returned to Buffalo, New York, for the fourth time on 
Sept. 21 and ended with Team Leetch edging Team Chelios by 
a 6-5 count.

Brady Tkachuk, who netted the game-winning goal with just 
over five minutes remaining and added an assist, was named 
the Player of the Game.

The event was created by USA Hockey to showcase the top 
American players eligible for the upcoming NHL Draft.

Hall of Famers Brian Leetch and Chris Chelios served as head 
coaches for the game, which was played at KeyBank Center, 
home of the NHL’s Buffalo Sabres.

Stars and Stripes Showdown

The Stars & Stripes Showdown, a benefit hockey game featuring 
top American-born players, took place at USA Hockey Arena on 
August 26, 2018, in tribute to the late Jim Johannson, who passed 
away unexpectedly at the age of 53 on Jan. 21, 2017.

Johannson, a beloved figure across the world and two-time 
Olympian as a player, served on USA Hockey’s staff for nearly 
two decades, including as assistant executive director for hockey 
operations at the time of his passing.

A sold-out crowd at USA Hockey Arena witnessed perhaps the 
greatest gathering of American talent on one sheet of ice ever, 
with Patrick Kane, Auston Matthews, Seth Jones, Nick Foligno, 
Dylan Larkin, Zach Parise, James van Riemsdyk, Jacob Trouba, 
Charlie McAvoy, Anders Lee, Kyle Connor, Craig Anderson, Jimmy 
Howard, Cam Fowler, and Noah Hanifin among the nearly 40 
participating players.

In addition, coaches for the game included Jeff Blashill, Tony 
Granato, John Hynes and David Quinn.



YOUTH TIER 1
14-and-under: Detroit Compuware (Mich.)
15-only: Buffalo Jr. Sabres (N.Y.)
16-and-under: Chicago Mission (Ill.)
18-and-under: CCYHA Capitals (Conn.)

YOUTH TIER 2
14-and-under (1A): Atlanta Fire Elite (Ga.)
14-and-under (2A): Maine Moose (Maine)
14-and-under (3A): South Hills Panthers (Pa.)
16-and-under (1A): Team South Dakota (S.D.)
16-and-under (2A): Atlanta Phoenix (Ga.)
16-and-under (3A): St. Lawrence Thunder (N.Y.)
18-and-under (1A): Delaware Ducks (Del.)
18-and-under (2A): Maine Moose (Maine)
18-and-under (3A): Team Copper Country (Mich.)

JUNIOR
Tier 1 (USHL): Fargo Force (N.D.)
Tier 2 (NAHL): Shreveport Mudbugs (La.)

GIRLS TIER 1
14-and-under: Minnesota Green Giants (Minn.)
16-and-under: Chicago Mission (Ill.)
19-and-under: Shattuck-St. Mary’s (Minn.)

GIRLS TIER 2
14-and-under: North Shore Vipers (Mass.)
16-and-under: Shoreline Sharks (Conn.)
19-and-under: East Coast Wizards (Mass.)

HIGH SCHOOL
Pure: Santa Margarita (Calif.)
Combined: Sioux City Metros (Iowa)
Girls: Premier Prep Green (Minn.)

ADULT MEN
Rec. 40-and-over Tier 1: Chicago Sharks (Ill.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier 1: Puffins (Newfoundland)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier 2: Orlando Older Bears (Fla.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier 3: Michigan Sting (Mich.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier 4: Blueliners (Fla.)
Rec. 60-and-over Tier 1: Heartland Hockey (Minn.)
Rec. 60-and-over Tier 2: Tampa Tropics (Fla.)
Rec. 65-and-over Tier 1: Heartland Hockey (Minn.)
Rec. 70-and-over Tier 1: Heartland Old Stars (Minn.)
Rec. 70-and-over Tier 2: Iron Workers (Mich.)

ADULT WOMEN
Senior B: Victory Honda (Mich.)
Senior C: LA Lions (Calif.)
Rec. 30-and-over Tier 1: Assabet (Mass.)
Rec. 30-and-over Tier 2: Illinois Stars (Ill.)
Rec. 40-and-over Tier 1: Warroad Lakers (Minn.)
Rec. 40-and-over Tier 2: Stingrays (Mass.) 
Rec. 50-and-over Tier 2: CanAm (Fla.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier 3: Coast to Coast (B.C.)
Rec. 60-and-over Tier 1: Ladyslippers (Minn.)

SLED HOCKEY
Adult Sled: Chicago Blackhawks (Ill.)
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National Championships
The culmination of each season is the series of national championships 
conducted by USA Hockey. Below is a list of national champions crowned in 2017-18.



With the Backdrop of the Olympic and Paralympic 
Winter Games and continued recognition of USA Hockey as a 
leader in amateur sports, the 2017-18 season was extremely 
successful for USA Hockey with six existing sponsor agreements 
being renewed and extended, and four new sponsors signing on 
to be part of the USA Hockey family.

Those new sponsors include, Chipotle, Comcast, Terry Fator, and 
Proctor and Gamble/Tide, bringing the total number of major 
sponsors involved with USA Hockey to more than 20. 

RETAIL
Thanks in part to the increased visibility for the sport in an 
Olympic and Paralympic year, USA Hockey’s three brick and 
mortar retail stores – with two in Lake Placid, New York, and one 
in Las Vegas -- performed well, with sales exceeding projections 
by some 60 percent. Similarly, online sales via ShopUSAHockey.
com surpassed prior year sales by more than 60 percent.

Licensing revenue performed above projections but saw a slight 
decrease versus the comparable prior Olympic year with fewer 
NHL licensed vendors producing USA Hockey themed Olympic 
apparel due to NHL players not participating in the Olympics.
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2017-18  
PartnerS 

& Suppliers
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Assets 
 Current Assets 2017  2018
  Cash and cash equivalents 9,523,932  12,715,832
  Accounts receivable 2,180,290  1,487,665
  Due from USA Hockey Foundation 1,190,298  1,292,033
  Grants receivable 4,153,520  3,908,183
  Prepaid expenses 2,129,332  2,353,235
  Total Current Assets $19,177,372  $21,756,948
 Property and Equipment
  At cost 7,017,606  7,455,261
  Less accumulated depreciation (4,912,961 ) (5,412,555 )
  Total Property and Equipment $2,104,645  $2,042,706
 Other Assets
  Investment in HARP 750,000  750,000
  Total Other Assets $750,000  $750,000

 TOTAL ASSETS $22,032,017  $24,549,654

Liabilities & Net Assets 
 Current Liabilities 2017  2018
  Accounts payable 2,854,046  3,141,378
  Accrued payroll and related benefits 597,399  589,490
  Due to USA Hockey Foundation 32,339  47,891
  Deferred revenue 15,270,382  16,055,184
  Total Current Liabilities $18,754,166  $19,833,943
 Net Assets
  Unrestricted 3,277,851  4,715,711
  Temporarily restricted —  —
  Total Net Assets $3,277,851  $4,715,711

 TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $22,032,017  $24,549,654

AS OF AUGUST 31, 2018

* These statements represent USA Hockey, Inc. only and do not include The USA Hockey Foundation. The USA Hockey Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation. 
The majority of The USA Hockey Foundation Board of Directors are appointed by the USA Hockey Board of Directors.

REVENUE BREAKDOWN
2017-18

Dues & Membership  
Registrations  50.31%

Tournaments & Exhibitions  20.14%

Grants  19.47%

Corporate Sponsorship  6.54%

Advertising, Merchandise 
Sales & Other Income  3.54%
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Unrestricted Revenues, Expenses & other 
Changes in Unrestricted net assets 
 Revenue  2017  2018
  Membership registrations and dues 26,594,307  26,809,333
  Corporate sponsorship 3,493,474  3,485,993
  USOC grants 1,419,315  1,981,145
  Tournaments and exhibitions 3,975,876  10,728,523
  Interest and dividends 3,304  1,004,294
  Advertising and merchandise sales net of cost 294,236  412,401
  Other income 476,771  473,194
  Contributions and other grants 149,206  —
  USA Hockey Foundation grants 8,300,644  8,393,755
  Satisfied program restrictions —  —
  Total Revenue $44,707,133  $53,288,638

 Expenses
  Membership services 10,139,683  10,774,418
  National team development 4,044,952  4,269,247
  International programs 8,286,871  9,894,335
  Internet program 418,053  476,855
  Player development 2,789,934  2,824,016
  Officials 2,638,222  3,057,315
  Coaching 1,928,469  2,320,634
  Junior program 565,235  525,806
  Adult program 1,819,682  1,390,691
  Annual Congress/Winter Meetings 1,071,155  1,042,558
  Youth program 803,975  767,809
  Membership development 928,264  911,822
  American Development Model 1,723,154  1,786,508
  Total Expenses $37,157,649  $40,042,014

 Supporting Services
  General and administrative 6,034,204  6,226,626
  Marketing and fundraising 1,205,820  1,643,265
  Total Supporting Services $7,240,024  $7,869,891

 CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $309,460 $5,376,733




