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In years past, the cover has depicted action photos of individual 
players and recently has focused on graduating players.  I 
have had the privilege of being the official photographer of 
the Huskies for twelve years now, and in that time I have seen 
not only players come and go, but philosophies come and go.  I 
get to see a different side of the football program through the 
lens and by being at field level.  The movement I have seen over 
the past few years is one of unity and a total team concept.  If 
you speak to a player or coach about the team, listen at the 
start of the game, or before the start of the second half, you will 
hear the chants of “Huskie Pride” and “Family”.  These are not just 
trendy slogans. These are the true beliefs of the players, coaches, 
and the entire organization.  This year’s cover design is very 
simple, focussing solely on the team as a whole, rather than the 
individual… “Huskie Pride” and “Family”.

Gord Mellor
Owner/Operator
20/20 Photographic Inc.
(780) 490-8045
gord@2020inc.ca

burkegroup.ca   1-800-837-1395
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Message from the Team President

Curtis Craig

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to 
thank all of you for joining us in supporting and cheering on the 
Huskies in the 2018 season. Without the continued support of the 
directors, coaches, support staff, alumni, sponsors, volunteers, and 
our fans, we could not continue to provide the local community 
with the high level of entertainment that we see from the 
Edmonton Huskies each week. Special thanks to the Edmonton 
Eskimos for their generous support through the 50/50 at Eskimo’s 
home games.

The success of the Huskies’ program is exemplified by the vast 
achievements of our alumni.  While some enjoyed the privilege of 
playing in the CFL, many have become leaders in the community.  
The alumni are the backbone of the Huskies’ organization; some 
have returned as directors or coaches, others loyal supporters, but 
all have ensured the continued success of the program. The culture 
of our team is one of family, respect, and commitment. These are 
not just strong values to follow on a football field, but values these 
young men will use as they grow and become active members of 
our society. The discipline of training, learning teamwork, following 
the leadership of coaches and captains, and learning to lose, 
provide invaluable lifelong skills for athletes.  As the legendary John 
Wooden stated, “Sports do not build character, they reveal it.” 

The 2017 season brought us success both on and off the field.  This 
past September, the inaugural Huskies’ Hall of Fame (HOF) class 
was announced at the 2017 Gala Dinner. The Dinner celebrated 
the accomplishments of our first coach, Dr. Murray Smith, who 
sadly passed away earlier this year, together with the Huskies’ first 
President, Charles “Chuck” Henderson, Vic Chmelyk (player 1958-
1960 and coach 1968-1976), Ron Forwick (player 1962-1964), John 
Pyra (player 1966-1969 and builder 1986-2004), Tim Prinsen (player 
1989-1992), J.R. Larose (player 2002-2005), and the 1962 National 
Championship Team.  The Dinner was very successful, with the 
ticket proceeds funding scholarship opportunities for Huskies’ 

players and a portion of the proceeds being directed to the Gender 
Based Violence Prevention Program (GBVPP).  GBVPP is dedicated 
to creating a culture of impact and change within our community 
while fostering and inspiring leadership in young men.

On September 15th, 2018, the 2018 Gala Dinner will celebrate 
the next HOF class, with the proceeds again funding scholarship 
opportunities for Huskies’ players and support of the GBVPP.  The 
Huskies have been proud partners of GBVPP for the past three 
seasons and we have seen greater awareness and involvement in 
the community by our players.  Information regarding the 2018 
Gala Dinner may be found on the Huskies’ website.  We hope our 
alumni, sponsors and fans will continue to support this event.

On the field, the Huskies have become stronger and stronger 
over the past few years and 2017 saw the Huskies rise to the top 
of the PFC, with a 7-1 record.  A heart-breaking three point loss 
to the Regina Thunder in the PFC semi-final ended our season 
but the Huskies showed they were among the top teams in the 
country.  For the returning veterans, it only increased their resolve 
to get better and we have seen that commitment in the off-season 
workouts.  We are pleased that Head Coach Iain MacLean returns 
with almost all of his coaching staff intact, as their exceptional 
leadership continues to bring back stability and pride to the 
football program. Iain and his experienced coaching staff have 
done a great job recruiting in the off-season and we are certain 
that this year’s team will play a tough, disciplined brand of football.  
The return of key veterans, coupled with exciting new prospects, 
will only bode well for an exciting 2018 season. We look forward to 
settling back in our seats and enjoying a competitive season. Best 
of luck to the Edmonton Huskies and all other members of the 
Prairie Football Conference.  We look forward to seeing our great 
alumni at games (and at the September 15th, 2018 Gala Dinner) to 
cheer on a team that shows lots of promise.

Curtis

THE EXCEPTIONAL LEADERSHIP OF 
OUR COACHING STAFF CONTINUES 
TO BRING STABILITY AND PRIDE TO 

OUR FOOTBALL PROGRAM
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Message from the head coach

Another season is upon us and it seems like the 
off-season gets shorter and shorter each year. Whether you are a 
fan, parent, or alumni we could not do this without your support on 
and off the field.

The players have been busy getting ready for the year with team 
workouts, field sessions, and multiple volunteer activities through-
out the off-season. It has been great to see this group come 
together.  We are excited about the core group of players coming 
back to the team and are thrilled with the new players that have 
come into the fold.

Defensively, reigning CJFL Most Valuable Defensive Player Jassen 
Brown will be leading the way along with a host of core return-
ers.  Offensively we will be relying on several new contributors.  
This group has put in a tonne of time during the off-season and 
will be fun to watch. With the leadership from our coordinators 

Coach Walters (Offense, Assistant Head Coach), Coach Tobert (De-
fence) and Coach Knox (Special Teams), as well as our other great 
staff, I am confident that this group will be prepared and hungry 
this year.

I am proud of the work the players have put into preparing for this 
season, and equally proud of the contributions they have made 
throughout the Greater Edmonton community. The team’s part-
nership with GBVPP continues to be something that has strength-
ened our team and supports the development of important core 
values. In addition, partnerships with the Kinsmen of Edmonton 
and minor football provide opportunities to pay it forward.

Our players, coaches, and executive have been working all year 
to take the next step on the field while continuing to build great 
men off it.  Thank you again for your support.

Iain

Iain Maclean

OUR STAFF AND PLAYERS 
HAVE PUT IN A TONNE OF TIME 

DURING THE OFF-SEASON. 
THIS TEAM WILL BE FUN TO 

WATCH, THIS YEAR.

“You're never a loser until you quit trying.” 
MIKE DITKA
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The Edmonton Huskies Alumni Society serves as a 
vehicle to connect Alumni together, support the current team in 
several ways and have some fun doing it.  It is gratifying indeed to 
see Alumni from several different eras “come back to the Huskies”, in 
this case through their involvement with the Alumni Society.  The 
connection and sense of belonging to a brotherhood runs deep 
and there is a palpable feeling of paying it forward. 

This will be the sixth year we have provided the Game Day pro-
gram.  Advertising support from Alumni and the local business 
community provides the money to publish it as well as funds for 
our Scholarship/Awards. Five, $500 cheques were presented at 
the 2017 windup banquet to players selected by the coaching 
staff in recognition of Honoured Alumni and an Honoured Hus-
kies Supporter.

Thank you to Mike Eurchuk for providing the Scholarship/Awards 
content that follows.

GRACE ASSALY - When it came time to build the new clubhouse, 
Grace stepped up without being approached instantly becoming 
one of the major financial contributors and making the construc-
tion of Huskie House possible.

Recipient – TJ Sloboda

MONTY FORD - “The Merc” is a Huskies legend. Initially Monty 
was the trainer for the Edmonton Waterloo Mercurys Hockey 
Team - 1950 World and 1952 Olympic Champions.  He got into 
football as the trainer for the old Edmonton Oilers and stayed with 
the team when it became the Edmonton Huskies, in 1954.  He 
outlasted every coach and club director by staying with the club 
for 19 more years.  

Recipient – Gaetano Minto 

TONY RANKEL - Tony joined the Huskies in 1961, after graduat-
ing from Ross Sheppard High School.  By 1962 he was the team’s 
starting quarterback and he led the team to three consecutive 
Canadian Championships. 

Recipient – Brad Launhardt 

DENNIS KADATZ – After a 
successful playing career, 
in 1961, at the ripe old age 
of 24, Dennis stepped in as 
head coach and went on to 
make history.  In 1962 & 1963, 
he became the first Huskies 
coach to win the Canadian 
Championship.

Recipient – Justin Hodinsky

BOB LINDBERG – An all-star 
fullback, it was as President of 
the club, a position he held 
from 1989 – 1992, that Bob made a presentation to the Edmon-
ton Eskimos, suggesting they start a fundraising initiative [The 
now infamous 50/50 program] at all their games in which half the 
proceeds would go to junior football in Edmonton. Bob’s foresight 
might be the single most important event in keeping junior foot-
ball alive in Edmonton.

Recipient – Zach Desiatnyk  

Larry Tibble

Message from the Alumni President

If you would like to connect with us, we are on Facebook as the 
Edmonton Huskies Football Alumni, on Twitter @HuskiesAlumni, or 
you keep up to date with the team by following Mike Eurchuk’s 
blog [meurchuk@gmail.com].

Your comments and membership support are most welcome.  
Enjoy the game!

Larry

THE CONNECTION AND 
SENSE OF BELONGING TO 
A BROTHERHOOD RUNS 

DEEP IN THE EDMONTON 
HUSKIES.”
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Edmonton Huskies Schedule Prairie Football Conference

Date Visitor Home Local Time
Sunday, August 19 Edmonton Huskies @ Calgary Colts 1:00 PM

Saturday, August 25 Edmonton Huskies @ Edmonton Wildcats 8:00 PM

Sunday, September 2 Regina Thunder @ Edmonton Huskies 1:00 PM

Sunday, September 9 Edmonton Huskies @ Regina Thunder 1:00 PM

BYE

Sunday, September 23 Winnipeg Rifles @ Edmonton Huskies 1:00 PM

Sunday, September 30 Edmonton Huskies @ Saskatoon Hilltops 1:00 PM

Saturday, October 6 Calgary Colts @ Edmonton Huskies 7:00 PM

Sunday, October 14 Edmonton Wildcats @ Edmonton Huskies 1:00 PM

Sunday, October 21 PFC Semi Final 4th @ 1st
PFC Semi Final 3rd @ 2nd TBA

Sunday, October 28 PFC Final TBA

Saturday, November 10 Canadian Bowl at the Home of the PFC Champion TBA
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2017 CANADIAN JUNIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUE RECOGNITION

Congratulations to the C.J.F.L.’s Finest

Most Valuable Defensive Player: 

Community Service:  

Coach of the Year:

Runner Up for Most Valuable Offensive Player:

Jassen Brown #41, Inside Linebacker

Gunnar Thurrott #52, Offensive Line

Iain MacLean

Brad Launhardt #16, Quarterback
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# Name POS
Matthew, Baber

Breighdy, Banerjee

Carson, Bell

Jed, Bell

Myles, Bistritzan

Dani, Boudnikov

Joel, Braden

Alex, Brass

Lee, Brown

Ty, Cappo

Parker, Dawson

Ethan, Douglas

Dalton, Eberle

Cody, Erdelyan

Garrett, Fedak

Logan, Ferland

Maxwell, Foerster

Isaac, Foord

Ryland, Gibb

Kyle, Goertzen

Andre, Gordon

Matthew, Hajewich

Bailey, Hammer

Kellen, Henry

Jordan, Hoffart

Rylan, Hoffman

Brandon, Ihanza

Damon, Iron

Bobo, Kisusari

# Name POS
Polis, Koko

Greg, Lamb

Tyrel, Latoski

Jacques, Lavoie

Cameron, Leblanc

Deshawn, Lejour

Michael, Letts

Tristan, Lockman

Brayden, Long

Clay, MacKinnon

Munir, Majien

Finn, Marcotte-Cribb

Bradley, Marsden

Brandyn, Martin

Jon, Martin

Jamal, Mavinga

Eric, Maximuik

Conor, Meighan

Kyle, Meighan

Sam, Michnik

Boston, Miller

Jayden, Miller

Ryan, Monteith

Andrew, Montgrand

Brayden, Moroz

Dawson, Mucha

Octave, Nawej

Jesse, Nichols

Jake, Paczko

# Name POS
Tanner, Pedersen

Adam, Probe

David, Put

Reed, Rabbetz

Sean, Renouf

Blake, Scherle

Mike, Schmidt

Brant, Schwengler

Carter, Shewchuk

Mike, Shewchuk

Austin, Shopa

Brock, Sich

Rylan, Sokul

Robert, Stromberg

Carter, Stusek

Pearce, Tagerson-Jones

Chad, Teskey

Jordan, Tholl

Dustin, Todd

Kade, Tuba

Braxton, Turnbull

Matthew, Williams

David, Williamson

Kyle, Wilson

Brian, Wirachowsky

Brendan, Young

Tanner, Zaharia

Regina Thunder Roster 
Sunday, September 2, 2018
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Winnipeg rifles Roster 
Sunday, September 23, 2018

# Name POS
Machuor, Akau

Colt, Beswitherick

Patrick, Bissonette

Scott, Brakel

Isaiah, Breland

Tyler, Buerckert

Drenin, Busch

Dirk, Chartrand

Cole, Chowen

Nicolas, Conway

Carter, Cyhla

Azizullah, Daoud

Mikey, De Leon

Dzane, Dear

Marco, Di Fonte

Cole, Dimitroff

Ayric, Dupont

Spencer, Filmon

Jeremy, Gillis

Erik, Gislason

Adam, Gottfried

Dalton, Grant

Gabriel, Grenier

Nosa, Guobadia

Cody, Gushulak

Samson, Harper

Michael, Hart

Stephen, Hart

Ethan, Hetherington

# Name POS
Jarett, Hicks

Donovan, Hillary

Tyler, Hodgson

Christian, Horner

Domenic, Horvath

Mathew, Jarrett

Brody, Jones

Tristan, Kisilowsky

Cameron, Klassen

Austin, Klein

Eric, Klein

Riley, Kolodie

Justin, Kwiatkowski

Jaden, Lakie

U’sinne, Langford

Troy, Leptich

MacLaren, Lillie

Kyle, Logan

Kai, Madsen

Bryce, Marino

Luke, McMillan

Mathe, Mitayango

Thomas, Moline

Barrett, Mueller

Brendan, Naujoks

Riley, Naujoks

Hayden, Nellis

Dallas, Opiola

Andrew, Ricard

# Name POS
Jake, Richardson

Erick, Rivera

Mason, Rody

Jake, Roger

Andrew, Saynavong

Sheycoy, Selent

Griffin, Shillingford

Cole, Sneesby

Emmanuel, Stewart

Tristan, Thies-Erickson

Riley, Tougas

Devyn, Turner

Austin, Unraw

Brandon, Urciuoli

Treyton, Vieira

Kenneth, Whittaker

Noah, Wilson

Troy, Wilson

Zachary, Wood

Chase, Yestrau
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Calgary colts Roster 
Saturday, October 6, 2018

# Name POS
Nathanael, Abraham DL

Sean, Adams K/DB

Evan, Aldrich DB

Miguel, Almario RB

Nathan, Anderson DB

Tarrick, Anderson WR

Phoenix, Baird OL

Cole, Belway QB

Dorian, Bertram DL

Brandon, Bovey OL

David, Bowers RB

Grayson, Brooks DB

Dallas, Burke WR

Mitchell, Burns LB

Deni, Cekic DL

Alen, Cekic WR

Marc, Chamberland DB

James, Clarke DL

Daniel, De Bruin WR

William, Eilers LB

Zach, Eliason WR

Daniel, Foster DL

Justin, Gotto DB

Hunter, Goulet RB

Alex, Groshak WR

Jonas, Haeni LB

Zach, Halvorson WR

Max, Hamilton WR

Harley, Harwood DL

# Name POS
Brad, Hillier RB

Zac, Jantz DB

Julien, Jenkins WR

Blake, Johnson WR

Charlie, Kambata WR

Anthony, Kers DL

Vad, Kiana RB

Graham, Litwiller WR

Colton, Lungal DB

Brandon, MacIsaac WR

Jace, Mackinaw OL

Ethan, Mahoney OL

Joey, Mailloux OL

William, McDougald OL

Joshua, McNally OL

Isaiah, Melting-Tallow DL

Carlos, Meza-Gomez RB

Sendley, Mirtil QB

Matthew, Misiewicz DL

Cameron, Monds LB

Tanaka, Mutanho RB

Christian, Mutoni WR

Tanner, Newsham RB

Nelson, O’Donnell LB

Brendan, Palmer DL

Mikey, Pang RB

Drayton, Parchem DB

Elijah, Paul DL

Cody, Pickering OL

# Name POS
Dylan, Pye WR

Dylan, Redelback DB

Shane, Richards DB

Tyshon, Rosas OL

Wryan, Rose DB

Reese, Samson LB

Twadwazuka, Sapahla DB

Colton, Schwab LB

Georgiy, Sinyakin OL

Gavin, Smith DL

Brandon, Somers DB

Devon, Southwell DL

Levi, Takahashi LB

Brandon, Thompson OL

Sean, Vandervlis QB

Liam, Vig DB

Beau, Walter QB

Zac, Welton DB

Jasper, Whitfield DB

Harrison, Wierenga DB

Logan, Young WR

Ryan, Yuen DB

Marlon, Zamora WR

Ndabezinhle, Zulz DB
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Edmonton wildcats Roster 
Sunday, October 14, 2018

# Name POS
1 Smith, Ty DB

2 Savchuk, Tony DB

3 Holt, Tanner REC

4 Mihailaides, Jacob REC

5 Barisenkoff, Layton REC

6 Perkins, Noah LB

7 Hippe, Chopper LB

8 Withrow, Jake REC

9 Swedish, Justin QB

10 Wicht, Braeden REC

11 Kerr, Brady DB

12 MacNeil, Colton DB

13 Cammarata, Rosario K/P

14 Barber, Mark QB

15 Fox, Alex REC

16 Olson, Cody QB

17 Zarowny, Matt DB

18 Arniss, Jeremy DB

19 Jones, Sam DB

20 Yaceyko, Donovan RB

21 Dalke, Jayden DB

22 Pawliuk, Dustin DB

23 Moak, Kiefer RB

24 Larose, Chase DB

25 English, Ramone RB

26 Jones, Jack LB

27 Wilson, Jordan DB

28 Murray, Lennox DB

29 Chilibeck, Brayden RB

# Name POS
30 Cober, Josh DB

31 Parker, Carter DB

32 Blanchette-van Oploo, Atlas RB

33 Phelan, Carlos DB

34 Donnan, Emmitt DB

35 Prankard, Tim RB

36 Schneider, Austin DB

37 Putters, Zach REC

38 Raphael, Emmanuel DB

39 Groeneveld, Jarred RB

40 Daniels, Stephan LB

42 Monks, Ben LB

43 Callioux, Cordel DB

44 Davidge, Ben LB

45 Thomson, Riley LB

46 Velazco, Esteban LB

47 Prankard, Zack RB

48 Johnson, Danny RB

51 Tunke, Marshall OL

53 DeSutter, DJ LB

54 Chomchuk, Zachary DL

55 Mcguire, Richard OL

56 Normandin, Christian DL

57 Bakehe, Rony DL

58 Zec, Stefan DL

59 Lyons, Cody DL

60 Hauck, Garret OL

61 Theiss, Kyle OL

62 Beattie, Aiden OL

# Name POS
63 Cornell, MacKenzie OL

64 Rahe, Anthony OL

65 Cook, Skyler OL

66 Lacoste, Colton OL

67 Little, Austin OL

68 Lyon, Josh OL

69 Rea, Mike OL

70 Swan, Keith OL

71 Blackburn, Liam DL

72 Phillips, Brett DL

73 Dauk, Morgan OL

80 Rebnord, Brandon REC

81 Howe, Lucas REC

82 Lavigne, Nathan REC

83 Lawson, Carter REC

85 Lawson, Mackenzie REC

88 Burgess, Zach REC

90 Nianda, Claudio DL

91 Lanigan, Dylan DL

92 Milford, Cole LB

94 Young, Ryan DL

97 Schutz, Wyatt DL

98 Kochisarli, Evin DL
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Cultivating a Culture of Impact & Change
By Colleen Pirie, GBVPP

In their third season with the program, the Edmonton 
Huskies organization continues their commitment to providing 
players a continuous learning environment whereby every individ-
ual is provided coaching, to not only elevate their level of skill and 
play, but also their character and community connections. Sport 
is a defining part of our culture. Sport gives structure to countless 
youth and their families, with practices and competitions dictating 
weekly schedules, and wins and losses providing a moral frame-
work for their development. GBVPP seeks to, and is, enriching the 
lives and building the character of athletes and coaches, with an 
effort put forth to have a positive effect on society, as a whole. 
GBVPP cultivates the character development, leadership skills, and 
long-term welfare of athletes, coaches and teams.

The Gender Based Violence Prevention Program (GBVPP) is a 
multi campus and community initiative designed to increase 
awareness, education, communication, inclusion, and safety. 
The program is designed to give participants the education, 
tools, and skills necessary to educate themselves and their peers 
in gender based violence and bystander intervention. GBVPP 
focuses specifically on engaging young men in violence preven-
tion work and more specifically, utilizes the medium of athletics. 
Athletics provides a public spotlight and powerful opportunity 
for athletes (and teams) to play a leadership role in addressing 
gendered violence on campuses, in the community, and also in 
their role as community partners.

Football is one of the premier lenses through which we define 
masculinity in our culture and the sports world is not a hermet-
ically sealed arena, cut off from the real world. It is here, in this 
sports arena, where we can begin to see that sport is a micro-
cosm to our larger society and societal issues. 

GBVPP training engages participants in skill building and anal-
ysis, focusing on fostering authentic relationships, personal 
connection, and the mastery of skills and knowledge necessary 
for effective communication. The program focuses on real-life 
scenarios that help young adults to recognize abusive behaviour. 
The program develops the confidence and skills to interrupt 
those negative behaviours that perpetuate a culture of violence 
within the community. GBVPP, combined with athletics, offers a 
positive leadership-focused approach that emphasizes the role 
everyone on a team or program can play in creating a respectful 
atmosphere. Working with sport gives us powerful entry points 
for prevention strategies, with the athletes taking a key lead role 
to influence change amongst their peer culture. The leadership 
and bystander focus allows issues of gender violence prevention 
to be framed within the context of inclusion and responsibility, 
for everyone.

THE GENDER BASED VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM
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Leadership Through Experience
Jassen Brown - #41,  
Inside Linebacker

• 2017 All-Canadi-
an & All-P.F.C.

• C.J.F.L. & P.F.C. 
Most Valuable 
Defensive Player

• #2 on the 2018 
C.J.F.L. Top 50 
Players List

Jack Hanna - #56, 
Offensive Guard

• 2017 All-Canadi-
an & All-P.F.C.

• #47 on the 2018 
C.J.F.L. Top 50 
Players List

Brandon Mellen - #15,  
Defensive Back

Oshane Samuels - #7, 
Defensive Back (#6 in 
the photo)

Cole Sabourin - #18, 
Kicker/Punter

• 2017 All-Canadi-
an Punter & All-
(P.F.C.) Placement 
Kicker & Punter

• (P.F.C.) Most 
Valuable Special 
Teams Player

• # 33 on the 2018 
(C.J.F.L.) Top 50 
Players List

T.J. Sloboda - #67, 
Offensive Tackle

EDMONTON HUSKIES 2018 GRADUATES
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55

April, Alexander  OL

93

Beaudry, Blaize  DL

8

Bookland, Wes  DB

32

Booth, Shamaar  RB

3

Breda, Brian  WR

74

Brown, Corbin  DL

41

Brown, Jassen  LB

40

Bryant, Royce  LB

6

Buchanan, Tanner  WR

22

Burzuk, Brandt  RB

5

Cabel, Harrison  WR

60

Cardinal, Joel  OL 

2018 Edmonton Huskies Player photos
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2018 Edmonton Huskies Continued

80

Clayton, Sam  WR

29

Cullum, Parker  RB  

48

Coogan, Matt  LB

94

 Carlson, Carter  DL

25

Cupelli, Luca  K/P

76

Densmore, Kolton  DL

42

Deslauriers, Joshua  LB Dobko, Logan  OL

52

87

Edmonds, Chris  WR

24

Dubois, Maurice  DB

62

Duffey, James  OL 

95

Elwood, Chase  DL

82

Gamble, Alexander  WR

77

Fidder, Ernie  DL

20

Francis, Dwight  DB

64

Gibeault, Jayden  OL 
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2018 Edmonton Huskies Continued

13

Guy, Brendan  QB

11

Giorgis, Nahome  DB 

56

Hanna, Jack  OL

85

Guy , Connor  WR

97

Kauffeldt, Cole  DL 

88

Kitching, Kevin  WR

28

Koller, Tristen  RB 

19

Kovacs, Daniel  DB 

81

Hykawy, Nick  WR

23

Irwin, Trey  DB

10

Hodinsky, Justin  DB

51

Hopgood, Mike  LB
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2018 Edmonton Huskies Continued

14

Lane, Jordan  QB

34

Laurin, Mathew  LB

96

Lenz, Josh  DL

61

Lethbridge, Carson  OL

43

Lindberg, Cole  LB

65

Loosemore, Alex  OL

9

Lorrimer, Jayden  DB

99

Mannix, Austin  DL

15

Mellen, Brandon  DB

16

Motlhale, Amo  DB

83

Millar, Justin  WR

2

Mickel, Conner  WR

49

Okeke, Tega  LB

92

Pearson, Justin  DL

59

Parish, Hunter  OL

36

Pullis, Christian  RB
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2018 Edmonton Huskies Continued

68

Suranyi, James  OL

7

St.Hilaire, Adner  WR

86

Strakowicz, Jake  WR

67

Sloboda, TJ  OL

33

Schiffner, Vincent  LB

18

Sabourin, Cole  K/P

1

Samuels, Oshane  DB

91

Schellenberg, Skylar  DL

30

Runge, Morgen  FB

17

Rees, Brandon  QB

37

Reh, Nicholas  FB

21

Rempel, Taylor  RB
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2018 Edmonton Huskies Continued

44

Wolinski, Steven  LB

4

Yanchuk, Tommy  QB

12

Wilton, Ben  DB

27

Van Der Korput, Brett  LB

38

Vanleeuwen, Ben  RB

90

Veer, Alex  DL

47

Vickery, Kallen  LB

84

Watkis, Jemanie  WR

58

Williams, Jaden  DL

63

Walker, Sandy  OL

26

Wande, Dagbrani  DB
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# Name POS
1 Samuels, Oshane DB

2 Mickel, Conner WR

3 Breda, Brian WR

4 Yanchuk, Tommy QB

5 Cabel, Harrison WR

6 Buchanan, Tanner WR

7 St. Hilaire, Adner WR

8 Bookland, Wes DB

9 Lorrimer, Jayden DB

10 Hodinsky, Justin DB

11 Giorgis, Nahome DB

12 Wilton, Ben DB

13 Guy, Brendan QB

14 Lane, Jordan QB

15 Mellen, Brandon DB

16 Motlhale, Amo DB

17 Rees, Brandon QB

18 Sabourin, Cole K/P

19 Kovacs, Daniel DB

20 Francis, Dwight DB

21 Rempel, Taylor RB

22 Burzuk, Brandt RB

23 Irwin, Trey DB

24 Dubois, Maurice DB

25 Cupelli, Luca K/P

26 Wande, Dagbrani DB

27 Van Der Korput, Brett LB

# Name POS
28 Koller, Tristen RB

29 Cullum, Parker RB

30 Runge, Morgen RB

32 Booth, Shamaar RB

33 Schiffner, Vincent LB

34 Laurin, Mathew LB

36 Pullis, Christian RB

37 Reh, Nicholas RB

38 Vanleeuwen, Ben RB

40 Bryant, Royce LB

41 Brown, Jassen LB

42 Deslauriers, Joshua LB

43 Lindberg, Cole LB

44 Wolinski, Steven LB

47 Vickery, Kallen LB

48 Coogan, Matt LB

49 Okere, Tega LB

51 Hopgood, Michael LB

52 Dobko, Logan OL

55 April, Alexander OL

56 Hanna, Jack OL

58 Williams, Jaden DL

59 Parish, Hunter OL

60 Cardinal, Joel OL

61 Lethbridge, Carson OL

62 Duffey, James (Jr.) OL

63 Walker, Sandy OL

# Name POS
64 Gibeault, Jayden OL

65 Loosemore, Alex OL

67 Sloboda, TJ OL

68 Suranyi, James OL

74 Brown, Corbin DL

76 Densmore, Kolton DL

77 Fidder, Ernie DL

80 Clayton, Sam WR

81 Hykawy, Nick WR

82 Gamble, Alexander WR

83 Millar, Justin WR

84 Watkis, Jemanie WR

85 Guy, Connor, WR WR

86 Strakowicz, Jake WR

87 Edmonds, Chris WR

88 Kitching, Kevin WR

90 Veer, Alex DL

91 Schellenberg, Skylar DL

92 Pearson, Justin DL

93 Beaudry, Blaize DL

94 Carlson, Carter DL

95 Elwood, Chase DL

96 Lenz, Josh DL

97 Kauffeldt, Cole DL

99 Mannix, Austin DL

TEAm ROster Numerical
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TEAm ROster Alphabetical

Name POS # Height Weight CJFL/HIGH SCHOOL TEAM AFFILIATION Season
April Alexander 55 OL 6’ 0” 310 Duffield 1st Year

Beaudry Blaize 93 DL 6’ 3” 225 Jasper Place Rebels 2

Bookland Wes 8 DB 5’ 8” 170 Parkland Panthers 2

Booth Shamaar 32 RB 5’10” 245 Harry Ainlay Titans 1st Year

Breda Brian 3 WR 6” 0” 180 St. Albert Skyhawks 3

Brown Corbin 74 DL 5’11” 270 Vanderhoof 1st Year

Brown Jassen 41 LB 5’ 8” 200 Parkland Panthers 5

Bryant Royce 40 LB 5’ 9” 176 St. Francis Xavier Rams 1st Year

Buchanan Tanner 6 WR 6’ 3” 190 Paul Kane Blues 3

Burzuk Brandt 22 RB 5’ 6” 175 Hunting Hills Lightning - Red Deer 3

Cabel Harrison 5 WR 6’ 3” 210 Leduc Tigers 3

Cardinal Joel 60 OL 6’ 6” 270 Strathcona Lords 3

Carlson Carter 94 DL 6’ 0” 255 Father Mercredi Trappers 2

Clayton Sam 80 WR 6’ 3” 200 Bev Facey Falcons 2

Coogan Matt 48 LB 6’ 1” 195 Bellerose Bulldogs 1st Year

Cullum Parker 29 RB 5’10” 170 Fort Saskatchewan 1st Year

Cupelli Luca 25 PK/P 5’11” 190 St. Albert Skyhawks 4

Densmore Kolton 76 DL 6’ 5” 225 Hunting Hills Lightning - Red Deer 1st Year

Deslauriers Joshua 42 LB 6’ 3” 195 St. Joeseph Saints 1st Year

Dobko Logan 52 OL 6’ 5” 225 St. Joseph Celtics - Grande Prairie 1st Year

Dubois Maurice 24 DB 5’ 9” 175 Jasper Place Rebels 1st Year

Duffey James (Jr.) 62 OL 6’ 2” 330 Bev Facey Falcons 1st Year

Edmonds Chris 87 WR 6’ 3” 195 Queen Elizabeth Knights 3

Elwood Chase 95 DL 6’ 4” 235 H.J. Cody Lakers - Sylvan Lake 2

Fidder Ernie 77 DL 6’ 4” 205 Father Mercredi Trappers 1st Year

Francis Dwight 20 DB 5’ 9” 185 St. Francis Xavier Rams 2

Gamble Alexander 82 WR 6’ 0” 165 Paul Kane Blues 1st Year

Gibeault Jayden 64 OL 6’ 4” 239 St. Joeseph Saints 1st Year

Giorgis Nahome 11 DB 6’ 3” 200 St. Francis Xavier Rams 2

Guy Brendan 13 QB 6’ 2” 205 Paul Kane Blues 1st Year
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Team roster - alphabetical Continued

Name POS # Height Weight CJFL/HIGH SCHOOL TEAM AFFILIATION Season
Guy Connor 85 WR 5’11” 190 Paul Kane Blues 1st Year

Hanna Jack 56 OL 6’ 0” 305 Bellerose Bulldogs 5

Hodinsky Justin 10 DB 5’ 9” 180 Cold Lake Royals 3

Hopgood Michael 51 LB 6’ 0” 225 McNally Tigers 2

Hykawy Nick 81 WR 6’ 2” 205 Parkland Panthers 2

Irwin Trey 23 DB 5’10” 174 Strathcona Lords 1st Year

Kauffeldt Cole 97 DL 6’ 2” 235 Strathcona Lords 1st Year

Kitching Kevin 88 WR 6’ 2” 175 Archbishop O’Leary Spartans 1st Year

Koller Tristen 28 RB 6’ 0” 205 H.J. Cody Lakers - Sylvan Lake 2

Kovacs Daniel 19 DB 5’ 9” 170 St. Francis Xavier Rams 1st Year

Lane Jordan 14 QB 6’ 3” 205 Stettler 2

Laurin Mathew 34 LB 5’10” 198 St. Joseph Celtics - Grande Prairie 2

Lenz Josh 96 DL 6’ 4” 230 Queen Elizabeth Knights 2

Lethbridge Carson 61 OL 6’ 5” 320 H.J. Cody Lakers - Sylvan Lake 1st Year

Lindberg Cole 43 LB 6’ 0” 185 Ardrossan Bisons 2

Loosemore Alex 65 OL 6’ 4” 290 Camrose 2

Lorrimer Jayden 9 DB 6’ 0” 185 Archbishop O’Leary Spartans 2

Mannix Austin 99 DL 6’ 3” 253 Holy Rosary Raiders - Lloydminster 1st Year

Mellen Brandon 15 DB 5’11” 187 Jasper Place Rebels 5

Mickel Conner 2 WR 5’ 8” 170 McNally Tigers 2

Millar Justin 83 WR 6’ 0” 190 Holy Rosary Raiders - Lloydminster 2

Motlhale Amo 16 DB 6’ 3” 200 Eastglen Blue Devils 1st Year

Okere Tega 49 LB 6’ 0” 185 Parkland Panthers 1st Year

Parish Hunter 59 OL 6’ 3” 300 Buck Mountain Mustangs - Buck Lake 2

Pearson Justin 92 DL 6’ 1” 250 Salisbury Sabres 2

Pullis Christian 36 RB 5’ 9” 165 St. Albert Skyhawks 1st Year

Rees Brandon 17 QB 5’10” 195 Hunting Hills Lightning - Red Deer 1st Year

Reh Nicholas 37 RB 6’ 0” 210 Ross Sheppard Thunderbirds 3

Rempel Taylor 21 RB 5’ 9” 175 St. Joseph Celtics - Grande Prairie 1st Year

Runge Morgen 30 RB 6’ 2” 205 Whitecourt Cats 4

Sabourin Cole 18 PK/P 5’11” 220 Archbishop O’Leary Spartans 5

Samuels Oshane 1 DB 6’ 2” 198 St. Edmund Campion Bears - Ontario 3

Schellenberg Skylar 91 DL 6’ 2” 275 Lacombe Rams 2

Schiffner Vincent 33 LB 6’ 0” 210 Millwoods Christian Royals 3

Sloboda TJ 67 OL 6’ 5” 310 H.J. Cody Lakers - Sylvan Lake 3

St. Hilaire Adner 7 WR 6’ 0” 167 Strathcona Lords 1st Year

Strakowicz Jake 86 WR 5’10” 160 Paul Kane Blues 1st Year
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Team roster - alphabetical Continued

Name POS # Height Weight CJFL/HIGH SCHOOL TEAM AFFILIATION Season
Suranyi James 68 OL 5’11” 284 Bellerose Bulldogs 1st Year

Van Der Korput Brett 27 LB 6’ 2” 220 Harry Ainlay Titans 4

Vanleeuwen Ben 38 RB 6’ 1” 220 Bellerose Bulldogs 1st Year

Veer Alex 90 DL 6’ 5” 225 Jasper Place Rebels 2

Vickery Kallen 47 LB 6’ 0” 210 Hunting Hills Lightning - Red Deer 1st Year

Walker Sandy 63 OL 6’ 1” 240 Westshore Rebels/Salisbury Sabres 4

Wande Dagbrani 26 DB 5’11” 180 Notre Dame Cougars - Red Deer 4

Watkis Jemanie 84 WR 6’ 0” 155 M.E. Lazerte Voyageurs 1st Year

Williams Jaden 58 DL 6’ 2” 225 Strathcona Lords 1st Year

Wilton Ben 12 DB 5’11” 175 Parkland Panthers 2

Wolinski Steven 44 LB 5’10” 176 Archbishop Jordan Scots 2

Yanchuk Tommy 4 QB 6’ 2” 205 Holy Rosary Raiders - Lloydminster 2

Thank You,

Edmonton Huskies!

FORREST KENNERD
Edmonton Huskies 1974 - 1977
MVP - 1980 Vanier Cup
Vanier Cup Champion

TREVOR KENNERD
Edmonton Huskies 1974 – 1977
3-time Grey Cup Champion

Once a Huskie, Always a Huskie!
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Huskies Coaching Staff

Tobert, Jeff
Defensive Co-Ordinator

Knox, Reid
Special Teams Running Backs

Moden, Branden
Linebackers 

Walter, Shawn
Offensive Assistant

Maclean, Iain
Head Coach 

Maclean, Neil
Specialist Coach

Piper, Geoff
Defensive Line

Walters, Rick
Offensive Co-Ordinator

Marshall, Bryan
Offensive Line

Schwab, Sam
Wide Receivers

Idikio, Nimi 
Defensive Backs

Basker, Terry 
Player Development
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Leo Muller
Assistant Equipment Manager 

Curtis Craig
President

Tom Van Amsterdam
General Manager

Erin Mcgoldrick
Head Athletic Therapist

Alyssa Gartner
Assistant Trainer 

Bob Bula
V.P. of Operations/Treasurer

Terry Defeitas
Team Doctor

Tyler Van Amsterdam
Head Equipment Manager

Evan Van Amsterdam
Assistant Equipment Manager 

Cassidy Ku
Assistant Trainer

Kristy Schawb
Assistant Trainer

Jason Lorrimer
Video Coordinator 

Anders Van Amsterdam
Field Support

Huskies Support Team
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Looking back

INDIVIDUAL
Dean Jones (1995-97): 
 Rushing Average/Career – 9.7 Yds (2nd in CJFL history); 

Most Rushing Yards/Game (9 or less attempts) – 246 Yds (1st)

Stephen Wozimirsky (2001-04):  
Most Field Goals/Career – 53 (7th); 

Punting/Career – 12,113 Yds (6th); Longest Punt – 92 (7th)

Jonathan Heidebrecht (2011-14):  
Most Field Goals/Game – 6 (2nd) 2014; 

Longest Field Goal – 55 Yds (2nd) 2012

Dale Cocks (1971-73): Longest Kickoff – 90 Yds (3rd) 1972

Darren Isaac (1993): Longest Kickoff Return – 108 (7th) 1993

Marco Iannuzzi (2005):  
Most Kickoff Return Yds/Game – 290 (1st) 2005

Cory Larsen (1993-94):  
Punting Total Yards/Season – 3,893 (9th) 1994

Jamie McPherson (2009-13):  
Highest Punting Average/Game – 61.7 Yds (4th) 2012

Willie Shulba (2000-01): Longest Punt Return – 122 Yds (7th) 2001

Chris Ciezki (2001-03):  
Career/Rushing – 3,379 yds. (6th); Career/Average -8.6 Yds (7th)

Lee McFadden (1975-76):  
Most Receptions/Game – 14 (Tie 3rd); Yds/Game – 284 (2nd) 1976

Slater Zaleski (1983-87):  
Most Receptions/Game – 14 (Tie 3rd) 1986

Gord Bolstad (1982): Most Receiving TDs/Season – 13 (4th) 1982

Nathan Aldred (2004-07):  
Highest Completion Average/Career – 59.5% (8th)

Gary Siemens (1985):  
Highest Yard Completion Average/Season – 20.1 Yds (8th) 1985

Larry Tibble (1967-69):  
Highest Passing Average/Game – 36.2 Yds (10th) 1969

Kelly McBryan (2000-04):  
Least Interceptions/Season – 1 in 225 attempts (1st) 2004; 

2 in 128 attempts (2nd) 2005

Bruce Scollon (1961):  
Most TD Interceptions/Game – 2 (Tie 1st) 1961

Mark Akins (1981-82): Most Interceptions/Season – 21 (7th) 1982 

Joey Mikawoz (1995-96):  
Most Defensive Pts/Game – 40 (6th) 1995

Craig Alloway (1989-93):  
Most Fumble Recoveries/Season – 5 (3rd) 1992

Lindsay Wincherauk to Gord Bolstad:  
Longest Pass - 108 Yds (2nd) 1979;

Jack Fenton to Myler Savill: Longest Pass – 106 Yds (4th) 1967

TEAM
Most Consecutive 1st Place Finishes – 8 (4th) 1962-69

Most Seasons Played – 62 (4th)

Most Yds/Game – 838 (2nd) 2002

Most 1st Downs/Game – 42 (2nd) 2002; 38 (5th) 1963

Least Penalties/Season – 57 (6th) 2005 

Outstanding Huskies Performances
The first recorded junior football league game was held in Eastern Canada, in 1887.  Over the next 130 years, there have literally been 
tens of thousands of games played.  To have accomplished something that ranks in the top 10, all-time, is truly an outstanding perfor-
mance.  Below are just some of the accomplishments of previous Huskies players, or teams, in league play.
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AN ALUMNI TRIBUTE

Thank You Arnie Enger
A farm boy from Irma, Alberta, Arnie was a prolific 
baseball player who began playing in Alberta’s senior leagues at 
the tender age of fifteen. He was much in demand over the years 
and ended his playing days here in Edmonton, with the Blue 
Willow Angels.

A University of Alberta grad, Arnie began his teaching career in Red 
Deer, before moving to Jasper Place High School, a school which 
in those days was a designated Huskies school.  The Rebels had 
a great run of success under Arnie’s guidance, winning two City 
Championships and reaching the final in a third. J.P. also produced 
several Huskies players that carried that success forward with 
them into the junior ranks, including Bill Stevenson, Terry Cairns, 
Bill Evans, Larry Tibble, Bruce Grant, Jim Lazaruk, Jack Fenton, Rod 
Buga, Ed Brown, Gary Heiberg and others.

The phrase, “Once a Huskie always a Huskie,” definitely applies to 
Arnie Enger and dates back to the days of Murray Smith and Norm 
Kimball, as these men conducted clinics for beginning coaches 

in Central Alberta, in the early 1960’s. In 1966, Arnie was invited to 
join the Huskies coaching staff as an Assistant under Head Coach 
Paul Brady, with Warren Hansen and Denny O’Donnel completing 
the staff.  In 1967, he coached with the Canadian Champion 
Golden Bears before returning to the Rebels and winning the City 
Championship in 1968.

 Arnie then returned to the Huskies in the late 1980’s, as the crew 
coordinator for game day timing, statistics and, of course, as the 
dulcet-toned public address announcer. He also coordinated, at 
the request of EFOA, the yardsticks and ball boys from the late 
1990’s to the early 2000’s, eventually ending his football activities 
after the 2016 season.

These days Arnie is back and forth between his cabin at Sylvan 
Lake and his home here, in Edmonton. He is still an active 
supporter of the Huskies through events such as the upcoming 
Gala/Hall of Fame event and Arnie admits that, as an unbiased 
announcer, he continues to have a soft spot for the Huskies and he 
follows their progress closely.

Arnie Enger
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An Interview with J.R. LaRose

A Diamond in the Rough
When talking with Alumni about which of the great 
Huskies teams was better, or who was the most significant player 
to wear the black and gold jersey, one thing is for certain… J.R. 
LaRose is considered to be among the all-time best. By any stan-
dards, it would be difficult to try and match J.R.’s accomplishments 
and recognition as a football player. And that is the rough part of 
this man. Because, when you take into consideration the impact he 
has made, away from the gridiron, we all are proud of the diamond 
standard he’s set.

J.R.’s beginnings in football are about as ‘Edmonton’ as one could 
get. A visit to his elementary school from Henry ‘Gizmo’ Williams 
inspired him to give football a try. J.R. started playing with the 
Edmonton Chargers (Susan Morgan’s team) and moved up to 
the Strathcona Lords for his high school years. In his senior year, 
numerous teams sought after J.R. It wasn’t so much the promises 
and perks that caught J.R.’s interest during this period. Rather, it was 
an Edmonton Huskies assistant coach that offered what J.R. knew 
he was looking for.

Samanji Akili had played for three years 
in the NFL as a defensive back with San 

Diego and Houston. I wanted to play 
at the best level of football I could, so 
I figured, why not learn from the best? 
And, that’s exactly what happened.  I 
have never met a coach who was as 

technical as Samanji.  A great recruiting 
story is that, while all the other recruiters 

took me out for a great dinner, Samanji 
took me to the local McDonald’s. It was 

then that I knew he was real. He was the 
only person recruiting me that told me I 

would have to earn a spot on the roster, if 
I were to play for the Huskies.
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In J.R.’s third year with the Huskies, Kavis Reed, the Defensive 
Coordinator for the Hamilton Tiger Cats called J.R. up and invited 
him to come east for a try-out at a free agency camp. In order to 
do so, the Eskimos would have to release J.R.’s rights, as he was 
still an area-protected junior. At the time, J.R. wasn’t even on the 
Esks’ radar, But, once the Eskimos realized that they might have a 
quality player right under their noses, they didn’t take any chances 
and brought him out to their own training camp. J.R. immediately 
earned a spot on the Esks’ practice roster. Once the NFL cuts 
made their way north, that season, J.R. was sent back down to 
the Huskies for the remainder of that year. J.R. went on to win his 
second of two Canadian Championships (2004-2005) with the 
Huskies. When the Eskimos invited J.R. back after his graduating 
year, he didn’t waste any time making himself known in the CFL 
as he moved right into a starting role with the club. 2008 was J.R.’s 
last year with the Eskimos, as he sustained what could have been a 
career-ending injury, by snapping his leg in half (a shattered tibia).

In 2010, J.R. was invited by Wally Buono to try out for the B.C. Lions. 
J.R. was offered a contract with the team, almost immediately. 
Hands down, Wally Buono is the best coach for whom he played. 
J.R. was with the club for 5 years, retiring prior to the 2015 season. 
Going into free agency that season, J.R. knew that he just didn’t 
have the love for the game anymore. 

Being the aggressive style of player that I 
was, you have to have the right mind set 
to continue to play at such a competitive 
level. I just didn’t have it anymore, after 

so many years.

Having had the opportunity to go pro 
has provided me with a platform to reach 

out to others. By sharing my personal 
story and experiences with others, I am 
impacting the lives of others and I am 

making the most of it. I am not a person 
who has come from privilege. I’ve had 

to work for everything I have.  Knowing 
that there are so many young people out 
there that come from the same roots as 

me, and being totally aware of all the 
challenges they are faced with, I have 

a unique opportunity of spreading the 
message of ‘Hope’.

A large part of J.R.’s decision to retire when he did is that his 
priorities had shifted to his family. In addition, some off-field 
opportunities were taking up more of his time and interest, so J.R. 
had to consider how to best meet those needs. As a professional 
football player, J.R. was able to begin to sew some seeds in the 
area of motivational speaking. J.R. had earned a ton of respect from 
teammates and his opponents through the way he conducted 
himself. J.R. was able to transfer that type of leadership, along with 
the skills set he’d developed, into a speaking career, that quickly 
flourished. As a Huskie, coach Samanji Akili always said to J.R. that, 
when a person has the ability and an opportunity to make an 
impact, they should make the most of it. This philosophy really 
resonated with J.R.

J.R. continues to be passionate about his opportunities to share his 
life story with people across Canada and the United States, through 
his motivational speaking engagements.

His tag line is,   
“Don’t allow your situation to become your excuse in life.”

J.R. believes that each of us can either choose to take on a victim 
mentality, or we can accept the fact that we all have greatness 
within us. J.R. has had the pleasure of working directly with many 
groups; high schools, universities, government, corporate offices, 
and unions/trade unions. He has directed a lot of his resources 
into addressing the cultural issue of violence against women. He 
is a spokesperson for the Ending Violence Association of B.C. [EVA 
BC - http://endingviolence.org/] In addition, J.R. has worked with 
all the CFL teams (players and staff ) in this area. J.R. feels extremely 
blessed and fortunate to be able to do this type of work. Recently, 
J.R. has started to delve into the field of providing individuals with 
supplemental insurance. He is currently working with both pro and 
amateur athletes.

The experience of being a Huskie was the foundation for building 
the framework from which J.R. has been able to do and accomplish 
so many things in his life. Specifically, it was his Huskies’ coach, 
Samanji Akili, who showed him, not only how to be a man, but 
also the technical aspects of what is takes to be successful as 
a professional football player (a defensive back). Samanji also 
nurtured attitude, specifically, ‘Don’t slack off.’
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I am a Huskie for life. Many individuals such as Bob Bula and Mike Assaly were a 
constant source of support. Where obstacles were in the way, these men were there 
to help me find a way past them. So many people have believed in me. I want to be a 
person, who believes in others. I want to let them know that they are not alone. This 

is a lesson that I learned as a Huskie.

J.R. and his wife, Caryn, continue to maintain solid roots in Edmonton. They often return to our fair city to spend time with family and 
friends. Caryn and J.R. are the proud parents of two young men, Katrell (15) and Alozie (12). Both boys are active in football and other sports. 
The LaRose home is a very competitive place at this stage of their lives with, perhaps a couple more diamonds in the making?
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GUNNAR THURROTT

Leading in Our Community
Gunnar Thurrott was an impactful team leader as a 
player with last season’s outstanding Huskies squad. To assume 
that this 2017 Huskie Graduate’s days as a trail blazer ended with 
a successful football career would be a mistake. In fact, it would 
seem that Gunnar’s sphere of influence is only just beginning. 

Gunnar is the type of individual who ‘breaks the mould’ when it 
comes to first impressions. Few, if any, of his defensive opponents 
have lined up across the line of scrimmage and finished their day 
feeling that they weren’t challenged and pushed to their physical, 
cognitive, or emotional limits. Each of Gunnar’s opponents fully 
learned the lesson that, it’s not the size of the man that counts, if 
you’ve ever had Gunnar in your face for an entire game.

If there is a person who commands respect through his actions, 
it’s Gunnar. And that is exactly what the Canadian Junior 
Football League confirmed when Gunnar Thurrott received the 
C.J.F.L.’s highest honour, in his senior year, in recognition of the 
exemplary work for which he has committed himself to pursuing 
in conjunction with Colleen Pirie and the Gender Based Violence 
Prevention Program [GBVPP – Pg. 16]. Of the many fine men 
that were nominated across Canada in 2017, it was Gunnar who 
received the Past Commissioners Community Service Award from 
the league.

Gunnar is a pretty humble man, if you ask him about his many 
accomplishments and successes. As great offensive linemen tend 
to do, he’ll deflect or give the credit to those around him. But, if 
you ask him about his thoughts and opinions on social change, 
his passion and sincerity immediately begins to show. Gunnar 
vividly recalls the day when Colleen Pirie addressed the Huskies’ 
players about GBVPP, for the first time. He wasn’t completely 
enamoured with the presentation and didn’t pull any punches 
on the evaluation form when asked to provide ‘honest’ feedback. 
Gunnar does not shy away from serious challenges, so when 
Colleen reached out to Gunnar, he did what most leaders do when 
given the opportunity to make an impact… He stepped up to the 
plate and took the lead in working with Colleen, the players, and 
the Huskies organization in what has turned out to be a highly 
rewarding implementation of the GBVPP. As a young man who has 
a notable profile in a violent sport, Gunnar is in the unique position 
of being able to make a close connection with his audiences. He 
builds an environment of trust.

Gunnar is in his fourth year of being active with the Gender Based 
Violence Prevention Program. It’s a not-for-profit organization and 
he has graduated from volunteering, to making presentations on 
behalf of the GBVPP for a small stipend. His work with the program 
has set Gunnar along a path of, “helping young adolescents to 
negotiate their way through the struggles that many of them face 
in today’s society”.

Gunnar was born into the generation that has been labelled as the 
group that is expected to fix all of the things that are wrong with 
the world. He is ‘one of them’ and, that is why he has had so much 
success in reaching out to his peers. Within this new generation, 
there is such a high expectation for each person to make a 
difference. The pressure is huge. Through his presentations, Gunnar 

Teenagers get a really bad rap in today’s 
world. I don’t think we give them enough 

credit about how hard it is to be fifteen 
years old. The demands and pressures 

that kids live with can be extreme. Adults 
don’t talk to kids as much as they should 
and adults certainly don’t listen to kids, 
if they do. There is often a generational 

disconnection. When it comes to 
delivering an education program, with 
respect to influencing attitudes around 

gender roles, sexual behaviour, drinking 
and drugs, sometimes the messenger 

can be as important as the message they 
deliver. We need to be able to talk to 

kids, while remembering that they are 
people, too.
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wants his peer group to know that it is OK not to be good 
at everything. As soon as you believe that you have to 
care about everything, that’s when you can’t do anything. 
Gunnar shares his message that helping others shouldn’t 
be a competition, nor is there a hierarchy.  Dedicating 
yourself to reducing world pollution is just as honourable 
as making sure that a homeless person has some food 
in their belly, today. In fact, solely dedicating yourself to 
being the best person you can, should be a perfectly 
acceptable societal expectation.

Whether you wore the black and gold Huskies jersey in 
the 1950’s, or more recently, one thing is for sure, Huskies 
alumni are rooting for Gunnar as he pursues one of his 
passions. The Huskies family fully supports his efforts in 
pushing for significant cultural shifts that might lead to a 
kinder and gentler society.

If you are interested in contacting Gunnar, to learn more 
about his program;

Phone/Text: 780.217.4497

Email: gunnarthurrott@gmail.com

The focus of my presentations 
is around the understanding 

of what ‘consent’ means. 
Decisions made by anyone can 
be hard enough at the best of 
times. It can be very confusing 
when each of us don’t have a 

clear understanding of what is 
acceptable. My audiences are 
very comfortable with me as 
a presenter. They come with 
a lot of important questions 
and I am able to create a safe 
environment, in which they 

are willing to pretty much ask 
anything.
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Crystal Glass is proud to
support the Edmonton Huskies
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Huskies teams of the decades

1958 (Program on Hand) Prairie Football Conference CHAMPIONS

Acheson, John
Antoniuk, John
Arnold, Denis
Beleshko, Harry
Bredo, Stan
Carlyle, Dave
Chmelyk, Vic
Ciochetti, Gary
Esper, Rod

Ewaschuk, Ernie
Fechette, Ted
Foss, Mel
Gardiner, Don
Harvey, Dunc
Clark, Gary
Dallison, Frank
Hault, Jim
Hicks, Dave

Holden, Joe
Kadatz, Dennis
Kendal, Keith
Korol, Norm
Lammie, Bob
Lee, Pinky
Lindberg, Bob
Lucas, Geoff
Maki, Darrell

Markowsky, Don
Mercier, Vic
O’Donnell, Denny
Opalinsky, Alex
Pollock, Jim
Sampson, Lorne
Stothart, George
Thompson, Denny
Thompson, Jeff

Van Vliet, Maury
Wakulich, Fred
Wing, Gordie
Wynn, Glynn

Head Coach – Murray Smith Assistant Coaches – Norm Kimball, Art Baird
General Manager – Chris Kopeck Trainer – Monty Ford

Alberta Junior Football League 1958

 W L T Pts F A
Edmonton Wildcats 5 1 0 10 173 22

Edmonton Huskies 5 1 0 10 137 35

Calgary Bronks 1 5 0 2 56 122

Calgary Mustangs 1 5 0 2 23 210

SemiFinals
Edmonton Huskies 33  Calgary Bronks 7

Championship
Edmonton Huskies 14  Edmonton Wildcats 14*
Edmonton Huskies 9  Edmonton Wildcats 7

Western Canada SemiFinal
Edmonton Huskies 10  Vancouver Blue Bombers 7
* Even though the first Championship game indicates a tie, sources confirm that the Huskies won 
the series in two straight games.
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1968 (Partial Program on Hand) Prairie Football Conference CHAMPIONS

Adam, Gary
Adam, Brian
Asslay, Bob
Beechey, Roy
Benner, Larry
Berg, Brian
Brademan, Heinz
Brown, Eddie 

Cairns, Terry
Clendenning, Harvey
Comartin, Roger
Dallin, Jim
Drummond, Jim
Hass, Ken
Hasselgran, Allen
Heffel, Gord

Heiberg, Gary
Hunter, Greg
Irwin, Rollie
Johnson, Bob
Jones, Bobby
Kates, Dave 
Kulay, Al
Lazaruk, Jim

Manchuk, Bill
McLean, Allan
Pollitt, Jeff
Pyra, John
Savich, Don 
Scott, Mitch
Starr, Pat
Thirsk, Greg

Thomson, Dennis
Tibble, Larry
Watson, Andy
Worobec, Joe

Head Coach – Gary Naylo Assistant Coaches –  Vic Chmelyk, Steve Egbert, Tony Rankel 
General Manager – Mike Eurchuk Trainer – Monty Ford Equipment Manager– Skip Ford

Alberta Junior Football League 1968

 W L T Pts F A
Edmonton Huskies 7 0 0 14 182 18

Edmonton Wildcats 4 3 0 8 115 90

*Calgary Mohawks 2 4 0 4 64  69

*Calgary Mustangs 0 6 0 0 27 211

SemiFinals
Edmonton Wildcats 19  Calgary Mohawks 13

Championship
Edmonton Huskies 27  Edmonton Wildcats 26
Edmonton Huskies 25  Edmonton Wildcats 8
(Huskies won 2 of 3 games)

Western Canada Championship
Saskatoon Hilltops 12  (M-SJFL) Edmonton Huskies 7

1978 (Program on Hand)

Adam, Brian
Andruchow, Jim
Baker, Randy
Blackmore, Ray
Bloomer, John
Bolzon, Nereo
Breda, Dan
Brown, Jim
Butcher, Dan
Chisholm, Bob
Ciochetti, Troy
Clarke, Ken

Cooper, Bill
Danchuk, Brian
Dean, Matt
Dermott, Blake
Dymianiw, Jim
Esler, Mike
Fowlis, Bob
Gabruck, Chuck
Gantley, Glenn
Gardiner, Tom
Gardner, Mike
Hantos, Tom

Harper, Don
Holowaychuk, Wayne
Jarosch, Mark
Kobie, Keith
Kumpula, Jim
Lammers, Ron
Lang, Ken
Liquori, Mark
MacRae, Gerry
Makie, John
Marcinew, Ed
McCann, Paul

McConkey, Bill
McFadden, Brian
McKellor, Robin
McLean, Terry
Meadds, Pat
Meek, Dean
Mowat, John
Nelson, Glenn
Patterson, Greg
Pope, Brent
Romanow, Ernie
Smith, Scott

Smith, Wayne
Stephen, Brian
Suggit, Rick
Swiniarski, Larry
Thomas, R. Bruce
Thompson, Bob
Wheatley, Ray
Zimmerman, Bob
Zimmerman, Daryl 

Head Coach – John Belmont Assistant Coaches – Bob Morrissey, Zane Loga, Brian Towne, Don Morrissey, George Bosich
General Manager – Norman Dwyer Athletic Therapist – Stan Wlodarczyk Equipment Manager – Henry Ubbin-
gr Club President – Don Henderson

Prairie Junior Football Conference 1978

 W L T Pts F A
Saskatoon Hilltops 7 0 0 14 250 55

Regina Rams 5 2 0 10 210 97

Edmonton Wildcats 4 3 0 8 154  93

Calgary Colts 3 4 0 6 90 173

Medicine Hat Rattlers 3 4 0 6 132 220

Calgary Mohawks 2 5 0 4 68 169

Edmonton Huskies 1 6 0 2 116 179

*Red Deer Packers 0 1 0 0 7 41

* Withdrew from play after one game.
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1988 (Program on Hand)

Assinger, Stuart
August, Nigel
Basisty, David
Botelho, George
Brost, Ed
Carey, Robert
Ciochetti, Corey
Collier, Craig
Craig, Scott
Dikaitis, Vince
Djonlich, Eddy
Dorsch, Landen
Dyck, Ted

Fodchuk, Milo
Gawenus, Franz
Gourlay, Rob
Hamish, Taylor
Hanna, Gary
Hanson, Rocky
Hobbs, Ric
Holik, Jerry
Jajczay, Tom
Jemmott, Roger
Johnson, Eldon
Jongejan, Grant
Kimpe, Greg

Kolodnicki, Mike
Kotri, Sean
Latta, Andy
Laurie, James
Lee, Chuck
Lepps, O.J.
Lomicki, Joe
Lucko, Jay
Machnee, Todd
Melnychuk, Shaun
Mohr, Mike
Momrano, Mike
Patterson, Paul

Pearce, Randy
Penner, Mark
Persi, Lino
Peterson, Joe
Potvin, Jeff
Pradine, Cory
Rankel, Lee
Reay, Shayne
Reder, Russ 
Repesse, Gerry
Roehr, Herman
Rowe, Charles
Sansregret, Richard

Savage, Doug
Sheffer, Tony
Smith, Doug
Smith, Jeff
Smith, Ken
Tobert, Marc
Warawa, Sheldon
Wray, Michael

Head Coach – Don Barry Assistant Coaches – RNorman Brown, Peter Smith, Irv Loucraft, Nereo Bolzon, Bill Ross, Russ 
Schoeppe General Manager – Ernest Campbell Assistant General Manager – Scott Duggan  Trainers – Shirley Fell, Steven Silver, 
Chris Taylor, Jim Heater Equipment Manager – Ed Ruptash Club President – Allan McLean

Prairie Junior Football Conference 1988

 W L T Pts F A
Regina Rams 8 0 0 16 352 152

Saskatoon Hilltops 5 3 0 10 232 226

Calgary Colts 5 3 0 10 264 169

Edmonton Wildcats 1 7 0 2 123 244

Edmonton Huskies 1 7 0 2 92 272

100%  OWNED – SINCE 1975    THEFISHINHOLECANADA     THEFISHINHOLECA

RETAIL LOCATIONS IN:  EDMONTON  •  CALGARY  •  SASKATOON  •  WINNIPEG

Get your 2019 Fishing 
Catalogues FREE! 
Visit us online at thefishinhole.com 
or call us toll free at 800.661.6954

VISIT US IN EDMONTON:
• West: 11283 170 St  |  780.444.1220
• South: 9078 51 Ave  |  780.465.0877

FREE 
SHIPPING
on Canadian orders over

$99*
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1998 (Program on Hand)

Aalders, Geoff
Ahronson, Sean
Bailey, Orrin
Baker, Stephen
Billo, Louis
Blasetti, Adam
Bollers, Trefton
Bonda, Alvin
Burrows, Willie
Chalifoux, Wes
Chaput, Paul

Clark, Carlton
Ditchfield, John
Dorsch, Chad
Dunlap, Chris
Emmanuel, Rawn
Fackrell, Shawn
Fadden, Lorin
Foster, Jordan
Fredrickson, Geoff
Grant, Nick
Greuber, Allan

Hamilton, Jeff
Hinkel, Grad
Hollingshead, Ryan
Holton, Jordie
Idikio, Nimi
Kaehn, Ryan
Krinke, Derek
Langerud, Chad
Lesenko, Rob
Lidkea, Morgan
Macyk, Kelly

Malo, Chris
McConnell, James
Moss, Jason
Mottershead, Tim
Omand, Daniel
Owens, Mark
Patrick, Simon
Peter, Travis
Quaife, Steve
Schaefer, Greg
Skitsko, Kyle

Taylor, Jason
Tiemstra, Don
Tom, Tim
Tziachris, Jim
Ulmer, Geoff
Van Leeuwen, Ashley
Williams, Adrian
Ziegler, Ryan

Head Coach – Greg Andrews Assistant Coaches – Russ Foster, Greg High, Chris Friskie, Alan Haycraft, Lonnie Golson, Rodd Croft, Mike 
Dowell General Manager – Bill LaForge Trainer – Arlene Huhn Therapist – Sylvia Ciurysek  Equipment Manager – Terry Turner  
Club President – Mike Eurchuk

Prairie Football Conference 1998

 W L T Pts F A
Saskatoon Hilltops 8 0 0 16 357 80

Regina Rams 6 2 0 12 276 123

Edmonton Huskies 2 6 0 4 140 216

Calgary Colts 2 6 0 4 114 265

Edmonton Wildcats 2 6 0 4 148 244

SemiFinals 
Saskatoon Hilltops 31  Calgary Colts 10
Regina Rams 54  Edmonton Huskies 25
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2008 (Program on Hand)

Ashley, Justin
Barry, Joel
Binkowski, Dean
Binks, Jeff
Boleski, Cale
Bryski, Michael
Budzinski, Shane
Caamano, Jose
Clayton, Devin
Collins, Lionel
Court, Garnet
Craig, Mike

Davis, Mike
Duplessis, Ryan
Easingwood, Bradley
Everett, Merlin
Gaydosh, Jonathon
Giurguis, Jean
Goetting, Michael
Goldring, Mike
Greenslade, Tyler
Hanson, Chance
Hanson, Kevin
Hohol, Nick

Holgate, Brett
Johnson, Korey
Johnson, Tylor
Jones, Desmond
Kalinski, Sam
Kuraitis, Trevor
Lawrence, Rylie
Lemont, Nathan
Leonard, Luke
MacDonald, Kurtis
Mailer, Grant
Matthews, Ian

McAllister, Pierce
McComish, Aaron
McConkey, Edward
McLean, Lyndon
Meraw, Ryan
Miller, Sean
Niwa, Dylon
Pennock, Kyle
Pocha, Scott
Quintal, William
Ratcliffe, Corey
Reinhart, Brendan

Roy, Richard
Schuit, Eric
Smith, Kyle
Sterns, Byron
Turville, Brock
Vervoorst, Feordav
Watson, Chris
Wilkes, Mike
Williams, Kenny

Head Coach – Dalton Smarsh Assistant Coaches – Bob Brayman, Lorne Drever, Bo Jereniuk, Dave Sharuga, Gord Smarsh, Peter Smith,  
Shawn Irwin General Manager – Bob Bula Therapists – Nadine Bell, Jasmine Fleming, Erin McGoldrick Club President – Craig Alloway

Prairie Football Conference 2008

 W L T Pts F A
Saskatoon Hilltops 8 0 0 16 311 54

Calgary Colts 6 1 1 13 252 184

Edmonton Wildcats 4 3 1 8 273 178

Winnipeg Rifles 2 5 1 5 230 238

Regina Thunder 2 5 1 5 132 262

Edmonton Huskies 0 8 0 0 68 340
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Team President: Curtis Craig
Mike Assaly
Bob Bula [VP Operations & Treasurer]
Darryl Checknita

Mike Eurchuk
Zachery Gorski
Fred Kosheiff
Jean-Marc L’Abbe [Parent Liaison]

Ken Myziuk
Michele Okelu
Tom Van Amsterdam [GM]

Board of Directors For the Edmonton Huskies Football Club

Alumni Society President: Larry Tibble (’67-’69)
John Belmont (’74–Present)
Jim Brown (’77-’81)
Don Charnaw (’73-’74)

Jim Dallin (’65-’68) [Past President]
Chris Durham (’82-’86)
Mike Eurchuk (’77-Present)
Mark Liguori (’77-‘80) [Treasurer]

Paul McCann (’77-’80)[VP & Secretary]
Greg Patterson (’77-’81)
Pat Starr (’65-’68)

Board of Directors For the Edmonton Huskies Alumni Society

Recipients
Zach Desiatnyk [REC]
Justin Hodinsky [DB]
Brad Launhardt [QB] 
Gaetano Minto [DB]
T.J. Sloboda [OL] 

In Recognition
Bob Lindberg [’57-’60; President ’87-‘92]
Dennis Kadatz [’61 & ’62-’63 Head Coch]
Tony Rankel [’61-‘64 Assist Coach ’68-’69; Head Coach ’70-‘71]
Monty Ford [Equipment Manager ’54-‘72]
Grace Assaly [Team Supporter]

Scholarship/Award Recipients for 2017

Chris Ciezki [‘01-‘03]
42 Manor Drive
Sherwood Park, AB - T8A 0S4
Ciezki@hotmail.com
780-660-7974

Ken Clarke [‘76-‘79]
21 Edgeland Close NW
Calgary, AB – T3A 3B1
k_squared@shaw.ca
403-293-8968

Glenn Jackson [‘69-‘70]
1924 Ocean Park Road
Surrey, BC - V4A 3M3
ntnglenn@hotmail.com
604-531-8942

Tyler Campbell [’93-‘95]
3224 28A Avenue, NW
Edmonton, AB – T6T 1T1
tyler.campbell.rt2@gmail.com
780-717-5273

Paul McCann [‘77-‘80]
5201 43 Street
Stony Plain, AB – T7Z 1G4
paulmccann@shaw.ca
780-963-4030

Huskie to Huskie Reconnecting Teammates and Alumni
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Game Day Program Sponsorship Recognition

Burke Group 
CIBC Private Wealth Management - Tom Richards (‘81-‘82)

Commercial Realty - Mike Eurchuk (GM ‘77-‘78, Pres ‘97-‘99)

Crystal Glass – Mike Phillips

Edmonton Eskimos
Fountain Tire – Cory Yarmuch

Glen Sather Sports Clinic
JDL Realty – Jim Dallin [’65-‘68]

Kinsmen Sports Centre Physiotherapy - Simon Cooke

Melcor Developments LTD - Tim Melton (’85)

Peter B. Mason Real Estate – Peter Mason

ReMax Elite – Damon Bunting (’95-‘97)

SWMG – The Salloum Wealth Management Group of RBC 
Dominion Securities - Dave Salloum (‘73-‘75)

Summit Valve – Michel Leroux

SunCorp Valuations - Tom Gardiner (‘74-‘78)

Taskmaster Inc. – Marin Stevens (’94-’96)

The Fishin’ Hole - Dave Johnston

TKM Inc - Trevor & Forrest Kennerd (’74-’76)

Wildcats vs Huskies Game Day Roster – Brian Dickinson (Head 
Coach - ’81-’86)

20/20 Photographic Inc – Gord Mellor

Corporate sponsors

Alumni Society SCHOLARSHIP/AWARDS Donors  

John Belmont (Pres ‘74-‘75, HC ‘77-‘78, AC ‘01-‘06, ‘12-‘17)

Larry Bird (’64-’65)

Tom Richards (‘81-‘82)

Marv Roberts  (’61-’63, GM ’64-’65)

Manley Sarnowsky (‘60-‘62)

George Spanach (‘62-‘65)

John Tietzen (‘74-‘75)

Gold level sponsors

Ken Bailey (’60-‘63)

Hart Cantelon (‘63-‘65) 

Bill Evans (‘69-‘71)

Warren Hansen (’60-‘64)

Jim Stout (‘69-‘71)

Jim Drummond (‘66-‘68) 

Ken Ewing (‘69)

Don Gardner (’60, GM 62-‘63)

Maren Stevens (‘94-’96)

Henry Pasemko (‘71)

Greg Patterson (‘77-’80, AC ’93-‘97)

Jeff Pollitt (‘66-‘69)

Jesse Schoengut (‘04-‘07)

Pat Starr (‘65-‘68)

Silver level sponsors

YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED
THIS PROGRAM IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF FORMER PLAYERS AND FRIENDS OF THE EDMONTON HUSKIES

Vic Chmelyk (‘58-‘60, AC ‘68-‘71, HC ‘72-‘76)

Harvey Clendenning (’68-’70)

Brian Fryer

Ron Finch (‘65)

Ken Lang (’77-’81)

Paul McCann (‘77-‘80)

Larry Tibble (‘67-‘69, HC ‘79-‘80, Pres ‘84-‘85)

platinum level sponsors
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