
USA Kansas Wrestling 
Board Meeting 
March 25, 2017 

 
Those in attendance:  Matt Treaster, Mike Juby, Richard Salyer, Mark Stanley, Rich 
Zimmerman, Geoff Alderman, Steve Woody, Randy Hinderliter, Patty Ochs, Kathy 
Juby, Keith Ashpole, Scott Edwards and Alicia Edwards. 
 
Previous Minute Approval – It was stated that Mark Stanley was at the February 
meeting though his name was not in the minutes.  His name needs to be added.  With 
this correction, Steve Woody made the motion to accept the minutes and Richard 
Salyer second the motion, all were in favor. 
 
Folkstyle – Matt handed out the results of the Ad Hoc Committee that was formed 
back in 2015.  The committee determined the primary goal was to add growth to the 
sport and to increase participation in our state series.  There were 6 
recommendations.  1- Split USAW-KS Kids State Tournament, 2- Age divisions of the 
first state tournament would be 6U/8U/10U, 3- Hold the first state tournament the 
week before high school regionals and the district qualifier for that tournament the 
week before that.   – Hold the second state tournament with 12U/14U/HS Division 
the second week of March with the district qualifier the first weekend in March.  5- 
allow the top 6 placers at each district qualifier to advance to the corresponding 
state tournament.  6- Keep District boundaries as currently in place.  Mike 
recommended that we reach our to people in your wrestling district to get some 
feedback from them.  Another concern is a venue being available this time of year, 
we need to be realistic and maybe someone knows of a different place that we are 
not thinking of. 
 
Purposed Rule Changes 
 

A. From Kurt Lang 
SECTION II DISCIPLINE (2) specifically “Upon the initiation of an ejection 
against an individual they must immediately leave the building in which the 
sanctioned event is occurring.” 
 
There should be verbiage pertaining to that if the individual is a minor, they 
cannot be ejected from the premises unless you ensure of their safety or 
supervision.  See HS rulebook Rule 8 Penalties and injuries Article 8 “A 
student may be removed from the premises only if there is a said authorized 
school personnel present to supervise aid student.  If no supervision is 
available, the student shall be confined to the bench area.” 
 
It would be wrong to assume that a person will refer to the high school rule 
for the enforcement of this section on discipline, plus most of USAW-Kansas 
participants are not high school students.  It would put the organization and 



others at risk to also assume that the parents/guardians of our participants 
are always in attendance. 
 
Recommended change:  Add statement/sentence that says, “If the individual 
being ejected is a minor (i.e. student) than Rule 8, Article 8 of the High School 
rulebook will be enforced by the host of the sanctioned event” 
 

B. From Joe Knecht 
1) Article I (4) RULE 1-2-3: Change the time between matches to 10 minutes.  

One of our top issues with the sport is the time required in a gym to 
compete.  Currently a 30 minutes rest would require a minimum of 1.5 
hrs. of  “rest” between 4 commonly wrestled matches 

2) Article II (14) – Instead of a published schedule of the district vs district 
matchups for the state tournament.  Use a draw system each year at the 
conclusion of everyone’s district tournaments and released there after. 

3) Add 190 lbs. weight to 14U 
4) They wanted to have another option presented alongside the committee 

recommendation.  There were two thoughts, 1) the split causes lots of 
disruption and could be voted down. 2) if the split is voted down 
everything else is status quo which D1 does not want.  With that said we 
want to submit a State Proposal to keep ages the same however moved 
up two weeks sooner. 

5) Make HS division use 1:30 min periods (instead of 2:00) and backside 
follow 1 min first period 

 
C. From Mark Stanley 

Proposal to move to 8 Districts 
1) I propose moving from the current 4 district format to a format of 8 

districts.  See sample district map attached (each of the eight districts will 
have between 1000 and 1200 competitors based on the 2017 data). 

2) Under this proposal we will qualify a minimum of 2 wrestlers for each 
district to the state tournament.  I proposed requiring the district 
tournaments wrestle for a “true” second. 

 
Advantages 
1) This format will allow districts to form better “local” representation of 

their membership; which I believe will increase participation in post- 
season events. 

2) This format will reduce the amount of travel for the first qualifying 
tournament; which I believe will increase participation in post-season 
events. 

3) This format will get everyone on the same “single” qualifier format. 
4) This format will help us better balance the number of members per 

district 
 
 



Disadvantage 
1) The only one I can think of is that quality kids could be left home with the 

“2” qualifier format.  However, this happens in our current system was 
well.  IF this is a problem we could move to qualify the to 3 giving the top 
8 a buy first round 

 
D. From Jeremy Sekavec 

Can we make it a bylaw or rule at a USA Kansas sanction tournament 
Trackwrestling must be ran? 

 
E. From Will Cokeley 

When USAWKS has a qualifier process (such as but not limited to Middle 
School State and Elementary State for the National Duals) to form dual teams 
to participate in national events subsidized by USAWKS we will not permit 
other teams to be formed from wrestlers who didn’t participate in qualifying 
process.  No USAWKS member who qualified for a Kansas team will be 
allowed to participate for a team outside of the teams sponsored USAWKS.  IF 
wrestlers did NOT qualify but participated in the qualifying process, they 
shall be permitted to form an additional team or participate for other team so 
long as they have NOT been offered the opportunity to participate on one of 
the USAWKS sponsored teams. 

 
F. From Mike Juby 

The following email is part of a broader subject that we should probably 
consider.  Currently our bylaws have a number of rules for all sanctioned 
tournaments, but I know that they are not all adhered to.  Here are three 
alternatives; there are certainly others as well. 

a. Do we want to leave things as is, with the bylaws providing a   
guideline that is not enforced? 

b. De we want to remove the provisions that are routinely ignored? 
c. Do we want to add penalties for clubs that do not follow rules 

 
G. From Mike Juby 

Eliminate the modification to Rule 4-4-2 for the state qualifying series.  This 
would remove the maximum weight spreads; we would then follow the high 
school rule that you can only wrestle one weight class above your weigh-in.  
He is not recommending taking it out for a sanctioned tournament.    

 
H. Next recommendations are from Doug Vander Linden, please see attached 

email. 
 
Old Business - Nothing 
 
New Business – Just the Proposed Rule Changes 



Kathy Juby thanked all the District directors for their help with the background 
checks.  For the first time every there was no one on the bad background check, a 
job well done to all. 
 
Meeting was adjourned 
 
EMAIL VOTING – On March 27th Patty Ochs resigned her position as treasure for 
USAWKS.  Two individuals were recommended, James Bilby and Leanna Grater.   On 
3/30/17, Mike announced that James Bilby won the votes by the emails I received it 
was a 7-3 vote.  He is now our new USAWKS treasurer.  He will begin his duties 
immediately.  Mike informed Leanna of the outcome. 
 
On 4/7, Mike sent out and email form Keith Ashpole asking for a 
Request from Keith Ashpole: Keith Ashpole has requested a budget variance for a 
program that is not currently included in the Officials’ budget for the current year.  
It is as stated below. 
 
USAWKS struggles to get and retain officials to support the Greco Roman and 
Freestyle season.  One of the key issues is that there are not enough tournaments in 
the state for officials to get live, on the mat experience with these styles of 
wrestling.  Officiating is same as wrestling, you can only improve so much at 
practice, and it takes live wrestling to really improve your skills. 
 
When clubs host tournaments, they will only hire the number of officials that they 
require to work their tournaments.  They should not be required to pay extra 
officials; this could drive their tournament over budget. 
 
I want to propose that we supplement a payment to officials.  The tournament will 
contract with and pay the officials that they want to work their tournament; 
USAWKS will work the tournament director and bring additional officials to the 
tournament to work with other officials to gain live experience. 
 
We could also coordinate duals with local clubs throughout the week and pay a 
much smaller stipend to cover gas or other expenses. 
 
Requirements: 
Official must be registered and in good standing with USWOA. 
Officials will commit to work the GR/FS state tournament. 
 
Right now, I’m thinking about a $125 stipend for a tournament and a $30 Stipend for 
weekday dual.  I’m not sure what the participation will be, we have not had any new 
officials signup that I am aware of. 
 
9 Votes of “Yes” were received on the emails that I received.    There are 11 voting 
members, I did not receive votes from Scott Edwards and Mike Juby. 


