
Dear PGYSA Club members,

● I did not seek re-election at the AGM held on December 4, 2021;
● The Board have my full support and confidence;
● The Director of Club Operations has my support and confidence;
● I believe in the Strategic Plan and the structural and well as technical plans in

place at PGYSA;
● I firmly believe that adhering to the standards mandated by Canada Soccer and

BC Soccer is the cornerstone for ensuring that our children have:
○ A safe and fulfilling experience in accordance with best modern practices;
○ A pathway for development through all levels of soccer.

As you know, we held our AGM this past Saturday, December 4, 2021. Thank you for those who
were in attendance. I did not seek re-election, but I am grateful to everyone I worked with during
my time on the board since 2017. I especially want to thank all of the Board Members, each of
who engage in selfless work to give our children every possible opportunity. Much of this work is
not glamorous: drafting and editing bylaws and policies can be long and tedious work, but is
critical within the framework of modern sport. Thank you all!

The PGYSA has had a tumultuous experience with past Technical Directors. This goes back to
Joel MacDonald, who left in 2012, Steve Hood who left in 2015 and John Ribeiro who left in
2017. I remember, as a parent, listening to people say, “Technical Directors come to Prince
George to use the PGYSA as a stepping stone”. Upon being elected to the board I decided to
take a closer look at the internal machinations that caused us to go through 3 Technical
Directors in 6 years. I read their exit letters. I read the newspaper reports. Unfortunately, there
was a common theme that spanned these difficult times: We are trying to bring change but are
seeing too much resistance from the community.

Times have changed and the delivery of sport programming has changed. We reached a point
now where changes are mandatory – we must meet certain criteria in order to remain part of BC
Soccer and Canada Soccer. Terrol Russel, our current Technical Director (Director of Club
Operations) has provided the PGYSA with invaluable insight, wisdom, and know-how, while
guiding us to a point where the PGYSA recently submitted a National Youth Club License to
Canada Soccer. This license is the highest level of licensing in Canada and, if granted, will allow
the PGYSA to apply for participation in the BCSPL (BC Soccer Premier League), which is the
highest BC Soccer sanctioned league for youth players.

In addition to working towards meeting these National and Provincial standards, Terrol has
ensured that PGYSA members have access to a club atmosphere via club lounge and the best
modern sport science-based programming.  The latter includes the creation and adherence to a
4-year strategic plan. In addition to working on the technical aspect of soccer, the PGYSA
embraces the use of data acquisition hardware and software (Polar Team Pro, Playermaker)



and player growth recording and development testing (including Balsom Tests, Abalokov Tests,
Countermovement tests and a host of others) to strive for safe developmental age-appropriate
programming.

Furthermore, Terrol has worked tirelessly in his “free time” to help create the Northern Interior
Youth Soccer Association. This is the new District that was mandated by the BC Soccer bylaw
changes implemented in November of 2020. The creation of the NIYSA took over 8 months and
all expenses associated with its creation were paid for by Terrol out of his own pocket. Terrol
also made 4 presentations to BC Soccer and youth organizations from 100 Mile House to Prince
Rupert. In addition to the PGYSA, the following clubs have agreed to work collaboratively under
the NIYSA: Vanderhoof Youth Soccer, Fort St. James Youth Soccer, Bulkley Valley Soccer
Society, Terrace Youth Soccer, Kitimat Youth Soccer and Prince Rupert. The pooling of
resources and knowledge will create excellent opportunities for player and coach development
throughout Northern British Columbia!

Unfortunately, there has been, just as with Joel, Steve, and John, some community resistance to
the PGYSA’s commitment to change that allows it to reach and maintain modern standards. The
PGYSA has a fantastic Board in place and an exceptionally experienced and skilled Director of
Operations. I ask that all members stand behind the Board and Terrol and work together to
ensure the children of Prince George always have a pathway to achieve their dreams.
Thank you all for your trust and support over the last 4 years. And thank you all who challenged
me and presented opposing views, for it helped me to step back, reassess, and confirm the
PGYSA is on the right track.

Sincerely,

Kristian Vicei


