
January 20, 2024 Mid-Year Coaches/Manager Meeting 
American Legion Baseball Athletic Committee 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
(Open Meeting) 
 
Meeting was called to order at 12:02 pm by Athletic Committee Chairman Jody Moeller. 
 
Chairman Moeller welcomed everyone that was in person and on zoom and thanked them for 
attending and introduced the Athletic Committee and Umpire Committee members present.  
Athletic Committee members present were Tim Riskowski (Area A), Jason Sidel (Area B), Chief 
Umpire Liaison Jeff Parsons, and Programs Director Eric Martin.   
 
Chairman Moeller also congratulated the following players: 
Jim Hurlbert Memorial Scholarship –Andrew Brosius of North Platte; Player of the Year and 
selected for the National All-academic team Alexander Kosse of Omaha (Omaha Gross), Lincoln 
East for making it to the ALWS and A.J. Evasco and Garrett Springer for being selected for the 
ALWS All-Tournament Team. The Department of Nebraska was awarded the 2023 Ford C. 
Frick award for Lincoln Post 3 being the ALWS National Runner-Up. 
 
Chairman Moeller discussed the American Legion Graduate of the Year Award and that he 
would like to see former Nebraska American Legion players and current MLB players be 
submitted. Corey Seager was recognized in 2023 from Arlington, TX.  
 
Chairman Moeller congratulated the following teams for winning the 2023 NALB State 
Championships:  
Class A: SR – Lincoln East   JR – Millard South 
Class B: SR – Plattsmouth   JR - Wahoo 
Class C: SR – Malcolm   JR – Malcolm 
 
Chairman Moeller reviewed the 2024 rule changes and updates: 

a) Rule 2.08 Designated Hitter: (removing NFHS and list entire rule)  
b) Rule 2.02 Games: (allow gamechanger to be used on field), National Committee 

did NOT approve electronic devices for catchers.  Will review again at the next 
rule meeting. 

c) Rule 6.04 Tournament: (clarification of round 1 bye to add coin flip). Coin flip on 
all day two games. 

d) Rule 1.09 Roster Limit, Coach/Manager: National Committee eliminated dual 
roster players, and this will allow teams to use all 36 rostered players.  June 15th is 
still the deadline for roster certification. Class A teams, prior to regional, can 
recertify roster for players to participate in regional games. 

e) Rule 1.12 Dual Participation Players: Chairman Moeller led discussion on the 
new national rule allowing specific times that a player will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis to return to the team to play.  If a player is missing a national 
tournament game for an approved MLB event, they will be considered to return to 
play by the regional tournament director. Team loyalty is very important to 
American Legion Baseball.  



f) Clarified Pinch Hitting Rule with a pitcher.  If the pitcher is pinch hit for and 
returns to the mound, that is a second appearance for the pitcher.  

g) Rule 1.04 LBCVC:   We will keep the birth cards for Class A Srs/Jrs but not 
issued for Class B & C Srs & Jrs.  They will submit a form certifying their 
players’ birth year and the department will approve and return.  

h) In Class A Area Tournament play, tie breaker rule will be the higher seed being 
selected to advance in state tournament.  

i) Ejection Report: will be done through our website and reviewed by a committee  
j) Each state tournament site will have a six-man crew.  
k) Last year we had 275 registered umpires (was around 300 prior to COVID).  Look 

on website for umpire clinics in your areas.  
l) American Legion Baseball Logo will remain the same with cross bat logo on left 

sleeve/chest of the uniform.  
m) No other baseball organization logo will be allowed on the jersey during 

American Legion baseball games.  
n) Another state had an athlete-on-athlete abuse incident during a team road trip. Six 

players between the ages of 17-19 were charged with criminal assault.  The 
National Office are considering players 18-19 to complete a background check. 
Now only Class A Seniors ages 18-19 advancing to a regional tournament will be 
required to complete a background check.  

 
Chairman Moeller listed the tournament dates as follows: 

a) Class B and C Juniors Area: July 12th – 17th    
b) Class B and C Junior State: July 20th – 24th 
c) Class B and C Seniors Area: July 26th -31st   
d) Class B and C Senior State: August 3rd – 7th 
e) Class A Junior and Seniors Area: July 19th – 24th 
f) Class A Junior and Senior State: July 27th – 31st 
g) Class A Playoff August 3rd (subject to change) 
h) Class A 2024 Region 6 Aug 7th – 11th (NSAA approval for coaches) 

 
Chairman Moeller reveals the 2024 tournament selection sites: 
Class A Seniors      Class A Juniors 
American Division State Elkhorn    State Kearney 
National Division State Lincoln 
Area 1 Omaha South      Area 1 Millard South 
Area 2 Ralston      Area 2 Gross Catholic 
Area 3 Gretna       Area 3 Westview 
Area 4 Papillion South     Area 4 Millard West 
Area 5 Lincoln      Area 5 Lincoln 
Area 6 Columbus      Area 6 South Sioux City 
Area 7 Scottsbluff      Area 7 Hastings 
 
 
 
 



Class B Seniors      Class B Juniors 
State Holdrege      State Waterloo-Valley 
Area 1 Plattsmouth      Area 1 Nebraska City 
Area 2 Waverly      Area 2 Auburn 
Area 3 Fort Calhoun      Area 3 Blair 
Area 4 Wahoo      Area 4 
Area 5 West Point      Area 5 Central City 
Area 6 Broken Bow      Area 6 Minden 
Area 7 Gering       Area 7 McCook 
 
Class C Seniors      Class C Juniors 
State Wakefield      State Hartington 
Area 1 Crofton      Area 1 Creighton 
Area 2 Pender       Area 2 Wisner 
Area 3 Wilber       Area 3 Syracuse 
Area 4 TriCounty (Plymouth)    Area 4 Malcolm 
Area 5 Sutton       Area 5 Silver Creek 
Area 6 St. Paul      Area 6 DCB 
Area 7 Imperial      Area 7 Valentine 
 
Tournament site applications were down from 70+ to 46 this year.  Also, if your area has a set 
rotation to send it to the department office we can assign. Also, on the tournament application, 
select all tournaments that you are interested in, and you can prioritize them with numbers (1,2,3 
and 4) to show which you’d prefer to host.  
 
Q & A Session:  
Question from Kearney – Junior player was ejected during a game, what games count towards 
the suspension? The player must sit out the assigned games (from the ejection report) before he 
is eligible to play.  (Example, if a player is suspended during a junior’s game, they will not play 
in the following senior’s game, sit out the next junior’s game and then will be eligible to play.)   
 
Please reach out to the Athletic Committee Area Rep with any questions to allow them a chance 
to assist and then call the Department Office.  Area A has a vacancy and possibly Area D.  
Replacements are being considered and will be posted on our website. 
 
Communication page on the website to receive information with updates or other information for 
the season.  Anyone can sign up and receive emails.   
 
Area Tournament Umpires will be assigned by the Umpire Liaison Committee along with the 
Tournament Directors. State Umpires will still be assigned by the Umpire Committee as has 
been in past years.  
 
Team registration has begun and background checks and PYS Training will be updated on the 
application.  Reminder that PYS Training is the only training accepted by Nebraska American 
Legion Baseball (Do NOT use USA Baseball Training).  We have approved that Heads Up 



Concussion Training will be extended to a three-year period (was two years previously) to align 
with NSAA.  
 
Deadlines: 
Team registration is 15 May (must be submitted and not in draft) 
Transfer Form 76s is 31 May 
Team rosters is 15 June 
Jim Hurlbert Memorial Scholarship applications are due by 15 June ($500) 
Player of the Year Scholarship applications due by 15 July ($1,500). The Department winner is 
sent to the national office for consideration for All-Academic Team and could receive an 
additional $2,500 if selected. 
 
Rulebooks will be posted on the website as soon as the changes have been reviewed/approved.  
 
Area assignments this year will be done by an area seeding committee review.  They may elect to 
move a program from one area to another based on their interest in accepting all travel and 
lodging expenses and to create a better balance of teams in each area tournament. This will be 
done through a lottery.  
 
The American Legion World Series is a great event, and we encourage anyone interested to 
attend in person.  If unable to be in person, please watch on television with ESPN 3 and ESPNU.  
Viewership is important to help negotiate deals for future years.  
 
Question from audience on umpire registration list being available to programs?  It will be 
available as in years past, check the website for the list.  
 
Question from a zoom viewer on refreshing website and social media.  We are working on 
website upgrades, and they are being implemented daily.  The Program Director has a Twitter 
(X) account to follow and share @ActivitiesDirNE  
 
Chairman Moeller thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 12:50 pm.   
 
 


