
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Co-Presidents’ Message 
John Chiapelone & Mike McQueen 

 

 
 
On Saturday November 10, 2012, 
Burlingame High School Alumni 
Association will induct the following 
notaries into the Athletic Hall of Fame 
Bob Hamilton ’50; Russell “Rusty” 

Knudsen ’74; Bibbes Brock ’77; Dan 
Rosaia ’82; Charissa Cramer 
Shaughnessy ’91; Brian Carson ’92; 
Christine Dan Uharriet ’94; Melissa Mizel 
’94; Haley Woods ’02 and Coach Elmer 
Schaake. The presentation will be held in 
the BHS Alumni Room prior to the 
Little/Big Game with San Mateo on 
the Panther's gridiron. Registration 
and brunch will begin at 8:30 AM and the 
induction will be at 9:00 AM. The cost is 
$15.00, which includes a continental 
breakfast and a ticket to the football 
game. Please send your money for 
reservations to Burlingame High School 
Alumni Association, 1 Mangini Way,  
Burlingame, CA 94010 or call Michael 
McQueen at 650 591-3194. 
 
On June 13, 2012, Katie May '95 
was inducted into the Peninsula Sports 
Hall of Fame. She joins former Panthers 
Ben Eastman '29, Byron Van Alstyne '44, 
Bruce Van Alstyne '45, Vic Mangini, Erik 
Van Dillen '69, Clyde Devine '80, Jacklyn 
O'Connor '80, Mark Walen '81, Barb 
Beainy '88, Jennifer Horgan Nieto '86, 
Haley Woods '02, and Coaches Steve 
Pincchi and Bob Milano. 

 

Principal’s Message 
Chris Holleran 

 

 
 
Modernization continues. The latest 
phase of campus modernization is nearly 
complete.  Projects included ADA 
accessibility and upgrades to the 
entrance to the main building, removal of 
portables and renovation of the center 
quad, and other site improvements.  The 
last phase, starting next summer, 
includes demolition and replacement of 
the “F” building.  The new building will 
house nutrition classes, special 
education classes, CAD lab, science 
classroom, and the adult transition class.  
The stadium bleachers will also be 
renovated including ADA access. 
 
Class reunion tours. Every fall, I am 
pleased to host campus tours for BHS 
classes returning for their reunions.  This 
fall the classes 1952 and 1962 returned 
to visit BHS.  It is great to hear the stories 
about BHS from “back in the day” and to 
see how impressed the alumni are with 
the improvements to the school. 
 
 

 
REMINDER FROM  BHS ALUMI 

ASSOCIATION 

We are not www.alumniclass.com. This 
web site is a commercial for profit site. 
Membership and purchase of 
promotional items do not support 
Burlingame High School.  When you join 
this site you are not joining an 
organization associated with Burlingame 
High School. 

 

Alumni of the Year 
Gregory ‘Greg’ Starr Jensen ‘54 

 

 
The 2012 Alumni of the year honor was 
awarded to Gregory Starr Jensen, who 
graduated in 1954. At BHS, he lettered in 
football and track. 
 
Just weeks after he graduated, Greg 
entered the U.S. Marine Corps. While 
serving his country, he was the victim of 
a tragic accident that left him paralyzed 
from the waist down and confined to a 
wheelchair for the remainder of his life. 
 
While living with his disability, he 
returned to the Bay Area and graduate 
from the College of San Mateo, San 
Francisco State with lifetime honors, and 
Stanford Law School. 
 
During Greg's long and distinguished 
legal career, he served as a criminal 
case Deputy District Attorney in San 
Mateo County. He then headed the 
county's private defender program for 
juvenile offenders and was appointed in 
1979 as a municipal court judge and then 
as a superior court judge for San Mateo 
County. Greg continued to be an 
outstanding athlete, competing in the 
national and international wheelchair 
games throughout the world. He was a 
middleweight weight lifter, played 
basketball, and competed in archery, 
shot put and 10K races in his chair.  
 
Greg passed away on December 27, 
2006, his 71st birthday. His incredible life 
touched and inspired many. (From his 
obituary in the San Mateo County Times 
on 1/6/2007). 
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Donations 

 
1940 Paul Armstrong – In Memory of his 

brother Jim Armstrong ’48 
1943  Al Doyle 
1947 Tom Foster – In Memory of Jeffrey 

R. McDougall ’47 
1949 Janet Cohn Martin – In Memory of 

Barbara Alvarez-Smith ’60 
1951 Dominick “Dan Crisafi – for 

BHSAA Scholarships 
1957 Joyce Crichton Preston – for 

BHSAA Scholarships 
1959 Leslie “Les” Nichols – for BHSAA 

Scholarships 
1972 Jim Karel – In Memory of Blanche 

Duffey ’39 
1975 George Kammerer – for BHSAA 

Scholarships 
   
 
Patti Cox, daughter of Barbara 
Goodrich Deering Boege ’35 who 

passed away in 2011, generously 
donated her mother’s yearbook and a 47-
page booklet titled “Student Prints” that 
was published by the Burlingame High 
School Creative Writing Class.  It 
contains many poems and stories that 
were written by students in 1933 and 
1934.  She also sent a “Buzz Book” that 
was compiled for the 60 Year Celebration 
of the Class of 1931.  The celebration 
that was held on October 26, 1991 also 
honored the classes of 1928 – 1935.  
Patti says, “My Mom loved her years at 
BHS.”  Thank you so much for donating 
these items to the Alumni Association.  
 

Life Members 

 
1947 – Rhoda Strauss Kaplan 
1949 – J. Dean Parnell 
1954 – Jeanne A. Walldau 
1960 – Robert “Bob” Zygan 
1962 – Diane Sheimo Burden 
1962 – Mary Ann Cecil Miller 
 

In Memoriam 

 
1928 – Whitney Robbins  2011 
1929 – Eva Virginia Druehl Forbes  no date 
1928 – Whitney Robbins – 2011 
1931 – Irene Christensen Harmon  8/12 
1932 – Gladys Roese Heorodt 1/12 
1934 – Barbara Ward Lackey   3/12 
1936 – LaVerne Custer Ball 7/12 
1936 – Charles Considine  2/10 
1936 – Eleanor Hamilton Lyall  3/12 
1937 – Phyllis Martin Merrifield   1/12 
1939 – Leo Battel   2005 
1939 – Enrico Bertoia  3/12 
1939 – Floyd N. Head  4/12 
1939 – Willard P. Norberg  12/11 
1939 – Jeanne Portnoff Woods 06/11 
1940 – Thomas A. Houston 6/11 

1940 – Muriel Groom Thomas 11/11 
1941 – George “Rusty” Mayer No date 
1941 – Theadate Maskell Phillips 4/12 
1942 – Anne Piersol Broderick 3/12 
1942 – Doris Sewell Jackson 4/12 
1944 – Barbara Jean Brown Kersh 12/09 
1944 – Mabel Lingaas Wade 2012 
1945 – Robert Sharp Miller 1/11 
1946 – Roger Curtis “Rog” Adams 3/12 
1946 – Priscilla Blesch Daffer 10/11 
1946 – Thomas A. Kirwan 2/06 
1946 – Charles J. “Chuck” Patterson 4/11 
1946 – Gordon R. Woodman 2011 
1957 – Jeffrey R. McDougall 4/11 
1948 – James “Jim” Armstrong 4/12 
1948 – Kenneth Cribbins 5/12 
1948 – Judith Griggs Huff 8/11 
1948 – Theodore W. “Ted” Wiedemann 3/12 
1949 – Anita Bayer Kerkling No date 
1949 – Eugene R. Linka 12/10 
1949 – Raynal “Ray” Mayman 11/11 
1951 – Donald van Housen 2011 
1952 – Roger Busch 6/09 
1952 – Werner “Buzz” Businger 12/10 
1952 – Carla M. Phillips Skinner 2003 
1952 – Louise D. Sperb 1/08 
1953 – Barbara Gregg Lasley 4/12 
1955 – Dean Sanders 6/12 
1956 – Carl J. McLellan 7/11 
1958 – Gloria Jean Petty 4/11 
1959 – William R. “Bill” Huelsdonk 5/12 
1959 – Gail Ann Perry Moore 8/12 
1961 – Dennis M. Birkel No date 
1962 – Glenn P. Dove 1971 
1962 – Diane Cheryl Kannasto 2005 
1962 – William Marden Klindera 1999 
1962 – Robert C. Meyer 1994 
1965 – Steven A. Pullman 3/09 
BHS English Teacher – Jean Last 12/11 
BHS Teacher/Coach Bob Booker  7/12 

 

Address Label Code 

 

Several have asked about the letters 
and numbers following your name on 
the address label. The label is coded 

to indicate your current member 
status. Following your name you will 

find your L/M indicating Life Member, 
or M- Yr/Mo indicating the last date 

membership dues were receive.  If no 
code is present then no record of 

membership is on file. The second line 
indicates the date of your graduation. 
 

Reunion Announcements 

 
Ann Christianson Dorst reports that the 
BHS Class of 1947 celebrated their 65th 
class reunion on Saturday, September 

29th.  A social hour and luncheon was 
held at the San Mateo home of Cliff and 
Pat Donley.  Spouses and partners also 
attended.   
 
The BHS Class of ’52 celebrated their 
60th reunion on Sept. 28th & 29th, 

2012. The reunion began on Friday with 
a tour of BHS and continued with a 
wine/hors d'oeuvres party that evening.  
The next day, everyone enjoyed a 
catered picnic at Flood Park.  Marcelle 
"Marty" Hurley Roise will send more 

information about the reunion and it will 
be printed in the next issue of the 
Postscripts.   
 
Members of the Class of 1953 have 
started planning a 60th reunion.  No 

details are available at this time.  If you 
are interested in attending the reunion, 
please email Sandy Singer Waterman 

at SandraWaterman@SBCGlobal.net 
and let her know. 
 
SAVE THE DATE -- The BHS Class of 
’62 will celebrate its 50th Reunion on the 

weekend of October 19-20, 2012. Go to 
our website at www.burlingame62.com 
for all reunion weekend and invitation 
details. For questions, you can contact 
Louise Brucato Hall 408-348-1535 or 
ziaweezie@msn.com. 
 
Maureen “Mo” Mazzarella Redmond 

wants to know if anyone is working on a 
45th reunion for the Class of 1968.  

Since she lives in Folsom, she cannot 
lead a reunion but would love to work 
with the group.  She would be able to 
come to meetings in the Bay Area if a 
team is starting up.   
 
Karen Steil Wright tells us that the 
Class of 1973 will celebrate their 40th 
reunion during the fall of 2013.  Students 
from the Classes of 1972 and 1974 are 

invited to attend the reunion too.  More 
information will be provided when plans 
are finalized.  (Note: The list of grads that 

the Alumni Association is sending to 
Karen has very few email addresses... 
so, to save money on postage, please 
email Karen at Kswrig@yahoo.com and 
let her know that you are interested in 
attending the reunion.)  
 
Members of the Class of 1982 will hold 
their 30th reunion on Friday and 

Saturday, Nov. 2nd and 3rd.  The 
reunion begins with a casual gathering at 
Steelhead Brewing Company at 333 
California Drive, Burlingame at 5:00 pm 
on Friday.  On Saturday from 6:00 pm -
12:00 am, a 3-course meal will be served 
at the Sheraton Hotel in Palo Alto, 625 El 
Camino Real.  The cost is $100 per 
person.  Please mail checks to: Peter 
Diepenbrock, 1180 Orange Avenue, 

Menlo Park, CA 94025.  The Sheraton 
Hotel is offering a special room rate of 
$109 per night if you mention “BHS 1982 
Reunion”.  For information, contact Peter 
at: pdiepenbrock@pausd.org. 

http://www.burlingame62.com/
mailto:ziaweezie@msn.com
mailto:pdiepenbrock@pausd.org


Alumni Baseball 
 

 
 

BHS Alumni Baseball weekend was held 
in March of this year. With another great 
turnout, the boys of summer enjoyed a 
fun filled weekend consisting of an 
Alumni Golf Tournament on Friday and 
Alumni Baseball games on Saturday that 
were followed by a great dinner banquet 
with the BHS varsity baseball players. 
The first baseball game included alumni 
players from class of 1958 - 1999 playing 
a low key game in the morning while the 
afternoon game included alumni players 
from classes of 2000-2011 vs. the BHS 
varsity players. The games are followed 
by a BBQ dinner and fund raiser that was 
a great time for all at the Burlingame 
Rec. If you are interested in participating 
in golf, the game or just to come out and 
catch up with old classmates for more 
information and to get on the email 
distribution list contact Rusty Knudsen  
rusty.knudsen@comcast.net. 
 

Blanche’s Corner 

Alumni Update 

by Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis 

 

 
Blanche Dibelka Duffey ’39 
 

30s  Jeanne Lyall Avera writes: “My 

mom, Eleanor Hamilton Lyall ’36, 

wanted your association notified of her 
death.  She was proud of her Burlingame 
H.S. roots and proudly wore a red BHS 
50th Anniversary sweatshirt when she 
was cold.  She almost made 94.  I 
promised her I’d notify you.” (Note:  

Eleanor was a teacher and taught until 
she was 85.)  

 

40s  Dorothy “Dickie” Cook Quattro 

’40 wrote: “About a year ago I received a 

phone call right out of the blue from 
Loring Clark ’40.  He had seen 

something I’d written to you folks and 
called me to say “hello” – such a nice 
surprise.  He is well and very happy living 
with his wife, Mary, in Rogue Valley  
Manor in Oregon with about 1,000 other 
seniors.  It is loaded with many 
Californians and ex-musicians.  They 
enjoy musical events and lots of dancing 
– sounds great!  Loring and I are still 
romping around ??? (but very carefully).  
Bill Stearman ’40 was in our class too.  

He has published a book entitled “AN 
AMERICAN ADVENTURE: From Early 
Aviation Through Three Wars to the 
White House” (Naval Institute Press)  
Paul Armstrong ’40 lives on the 

Peninsula with his sweet wife, Babs.  We 
exchange Christmas cards still.  They 
have stayed very well and plan family 
trips together quite frequently.  Panther 
Postscripts is such fun to receive.  You 
do a great job keeping us up to date.”  
 
Note:  We found the following 
information on the web:  “Dr. William 
Lloyd Stearman, the son of famed 

aviation pioneer, Lloyd C. Stearman, has 
recently published a memoir which 
should gain  the attention of anyone who 
has any interest whatever in early 
aviation, WWII in the Pacific as a Naval 
Officer, life in the diplomatic service in 
Europe during the Cold War, the Vietnam 
War, and the workings of the White 
House National Security Council staff.  
William Lloyd Stearman became a 
Foreign Service officer after serving in 
the Navy during World War II and was 
stationed in Austria, Germany, and 
Vietnam. He then spent a 17-year career 
in the White House on the NSC staff and 
was an adjunct professor of international 
affairs at Georgetown University. He lives 
in Bethesda, MD.” 
 
Al Doyle ’43 tells us that he would like to 

hear from any old Panthers out there. (If 
you write to Panther Postscripts we will 
forward you letter to Al.) 
 
Paul Armstrong ’40 sent a note to 
inform us that his brother, Jim 
Armstrong ’48 passed away April 3, 

2012 in Santa Rosa after a long illness.  
“Jim was active in school affairs, center 
and linebacker on the football team and 
catcher on the baseball team.  He was 
often the soloist with Elmer Young’s 
choir.  After graduation he entered the 

U.S. Marines and spent time in Korea 
and Japan.  He then entered San Jose 
State, where he met his future wife, and 
graduated in 1955 with a B.S. in Science.  
He spent many years teaching in the 
Fremont Unified District and then moved 
to Shasta, CA and became Principal of 
Mt. Shasta High School.  After retirement 
he moved to McKinleyville, CA.  Jim is 
survived by his wife of 57 years, 4 
children and 4 grandchildren.  He will be 
sorely missed by his family and many 
friends.” 
 
Virginia Arnold ’41 tells us: “I was sorry 
to read about the death of Blanche 
Duffey ’39.  She was a friend and 
classmate of my sister Edna Arnold ’39.  

I enjoyed her articles so much.” 
 
Pat Howard Acker ’46 wrote to tell us 
that Charles J. Chuck Patterson ’46 

passed away on April 10, 2011.  
“Following graduation from BHS, Chuck 
joined 5 classmates and headed for 
Willamette University in Salem, OR.  That 
group consisted of Roger Adams, 
Gordon Cline, Rodger Shannon, John 
Whipple and Pat Howard.  After 

graduating from Willamette, Chuck 
continued his education at Stanford 
University, receiving an MBA in 1952.  
While at Stanford, he married his college 
sweetheart, Pat Ryan.  They enjoyed 
homes at Silverado in Napa, CA and on 
Maui and had 45 wonderful years 
together before Pat passed away in 
February of 1997.  They had four children 
and four grandchildren.  In 1999 Chuck 
married a special lady, Jo Ann, bringing 
their combined families to six children 
and 10 grandchildren.  Chuck started his 
career in the sales department of Dole 
Pineapple Co., eventually becoming VP 
of Sales Marketing, then Executive VP of 
US Operations.  In 1972 Dole merged 
with Castle and Cooke where Chuck 
headed up marketing for several years.  
His next move was into general 
management as senior VP responsible 
for Development including Acquisitions.  
Chuck took early retirement in 1984 to 
purchase a “turn around” business – 
Arneson Products Inc.  The company 
was purchased in 1988 by an east coast 
conglomerate finally leaving time for 
Chuck to play some golf.  At Chuck’s 
memorial service in Napa in 2011, the 
surviving members of that BHS group, 
Rog Adams, John Whipple and Pat 
Howard Acker attended and recalled 
memories from Willamette and 
Burlingame.  In March of 2012, John and 
Pat spoke in the same chapel at the 
service for Rog Adams who passed away 
March 10,

 
2012.  Sadly, Rodger Shannon 

and Gordon Cline had passed away 
earlier.  

mailto:rusty.knudsen@comcast.net


 
Greetings Everyone!  From Pat Howard 
Acker ’46 – It is difficult to shrink 66 

years down to a few lines, but I will try to 
hit the high spots (and some low spots).  
In the fall of '46 I headed off to Willamette 
University in Salem, Oregon.  Following 
graduation from WU I went to work at my 
father's company in San Francisco.  That 
only lasted about a year and a half, as in 
late 1951 I was married to another WU 
graduate.  The marriage produced three 
children and several mailing address.  
We lived in Washington, Alameda, back 
to Salem, Sunnyvale, New York and 
finally Saratoga.  After 24 years we went 
our separate ways.  I had a boy in junior 
high, another boy in high school and a 
daughter aiming for a masters at Yale.  I 
needed a job fast and my resume was 
only big on PTA positions - not in great 
demand on the employment front.  
Somehow I landed a job at KEEN/KBAY 
Radio in San Jose setting up public 
service announcements.  From there I 
moved on to sales for KNBR Radio in 
San Francisco.  That was a fun job.  
While trying to sell advertising to St. 
Claire Cadillac in San Jose, they offered 
me a job.  That was a shock as 
mechanics was never my strong suit.  
Anyway I took the job after getting KNBR 
to agree to let me continue to work for 
them too.  So I ended up holding down 
the two jobs for five years.  When the 
car agency sold, I moved on to a new 
challenge.  A friend told me that the head 
of a Silicon Valley venture 
capital company needed help while she 
looked for a new assistant.  I ended up 
staying there for seven years as her 
assistant.  The venture capital business 
was changing and I could sense that I 
might be looking for a job soon.  My 
resume had improved but I decided to 
really make a change.  I sold my home in 
Saratoga and bought a Hallmark shop in 
the city of Mt. Shasta.  I also bought a 
couple of acres, designed, and built a 
house and there I stayed for the next 19 
years.  It was a good place to be, and 
easy to get involved in the economics of 
the town.  But all good things must come 
to an end and six years ago it was 
becoming obvious that staying there with 
five feet of snow in the front yard in the 
winter could become a problem for me.  I 
had had multiple surgeries in an attempt 
to save one of my legs, but in 2001 I 
decided to stop trying.  I continued to live 
there and run the business for 5 years 
after the amputation, but it was getting 
hard to do.  One of my sons was living in 
the Sacramento area, so I started my 
search there.  I was fortunate to find a 
buyer for the business and my Mt. 
Shasta house.  Then I found a good spot 
for me in El Dorado Hills and called my 

friendly mover.  The first three years I 
was here, I worked as a dispatcher for 
my son's business, but since then I have 
been sort of lazy.  Now two of my kids 
are close by and the third is in the Bay 
Area.  I have nine grandchildren ranging 
in age from 32 down to the six year old 
twins.  I will be going to someone's 
graduation every year for the rest of my 
life.  One of my kids surprised me with a 
Shih Tzu puppy about 4 years ago and 
Duffy is my constant companion.  Rather 
than my taking care of him, he has 
appointed himself to take care of me.  He 
does a good job.  Best wishes to all 
 
We received the following note from Tom 
Foster ’47.  I regret to report Jeffrey R. 
McDougall ’47 died on April 9, 2011.  He 

graduated from Willamette University in 
1951 and served in the USAF.  He retired 
as a Colonel in 1979 and made his home 
in Florence, OR where he enjoyed fishing 
and playing golf.  His wife, Sue, passed 
away in May 2010.  They are survived by 
a son and three daughters. 
 
Janet Cohn Martin ’49 wrote: I was so 
sorry to read about Barbara Alvarez-
Smith ’60.  She did so much for the 

BHSAA.  
 
Jean Lehtinen Martin ’52 wrote: I 

wanted to bring you up to date on a few 
Burlingame Alumni.  I moved to St. 
Helena about 11 years ago and was 
surprised to find that there were 4 BHS 
Alumni, including me, who were all living 
here in the Vineyard Valley Senior 
Community.  We have since lost 2 of the 
4; Al Olsen ’30 and Roger Adams ’46 

who passed away in March.  That leaves 
Diana Montgomery Lavagnino ’55 and 
me, Jean Lehtinen Martin ’52, still living 

here in the Vineyard Valley Community.  
It is, indeed, a small world. 
 

50s  Joni Odell Leavitt McClure ’52 

writes:  “I so enjoyed the Panther 
Postscripts – as usual – and felt 
transported back to my hometown of 
Burlingame.  Receiving this semi-annual 
update is always a treat.  I love that 
feeling of connecting with my past.  I’ve 
lived near Dallas, Texas for 40 years, but 
California is still “home”.  What an 
inspiration Blanche Duffey is to us all. 

She must have been quite a lady!  
Condolences to her family and friends.  
I’m sure she will be missed.  I’m also 
writing to inform you of the passing of my 
brother, George “Rusty” Mayer ’41.  He 

was born in San Francisco and died 
11/2011 in Eugene, OR.  His claim to 
fame, in addition to serving his country in 
the Army Air Corps from ’42 -’45, was 

that he designed a portion of the 1940’s 
remodeling of BHS while in a drawing 
class at Burlingame High.  I’m looking 
forward to an upcoming trip to 
Burlingame to join with my former 
classmates in celebrating the 60

th
 

reunion of the Class of ’52.  Thanks to 
the group who are planning the event. 
 
Phil Anderson ’56 tells us that his friend 
Bill Huelsdonk ’59 passed away on May 

7, 2012 at the VA care facility in Omaha, 
NE.  His death was due to many ailments 
caused by exposure to Agent Orange.  
Bill proudly served in Vietnam as a 
hospital corpsman with the 3

rd
 Marine 

Division and received a Purple Heart.  He 
truly enjoyed his family, was an avid 
reader, motorcyclist, and loved his cats.  
While at BHS, Bill was a large part of the 
football teams.  He played both ways on 
offense and defense.  He was a big guy, 
weighing 245 pounds and absolutely 
destroyed a star Capuchino running back 
in one big game and helped pound San 
Mateo HS into a big loss in the ’58 Little 
Big Game. 
 
Janet Sanders Estep ’56 wrote to say 

thanks for the donation to the BHSAA in 
her brother’s name.  Dean Sanders ’55 

succumbed to Parkinson’s and dementia.  
She mentioned that some will remember 
Dean’s jump shot which placed him on 
the P.A.L. first string, and the 30’s 
Championship team in 1955.  (Note: 
Grey Whipple ’55 tells us that he can 

provide a postal address for Dean’s wife, 
Marcia, if anyone wants to send a note.  
If you want to send any anecdotes about 
Dean for the Class of 1955 website, you 
can send an e-mail to Grey at: 
Whipplelg@astound.net) 

 

60s  David Thysen ’61 died on 

January 22, 2012 after a courageous 
fight with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS) commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.  After graduating from BHS, 
David attended San Jose State and 
graduated with an engineering degree.  
He received an MBA from Golden Gate 
University.  In 1968, he joined the Peace 
Corps and served as a teacher for two 
years in Ethiopia.  He enjoyed a long 
career as a packaging engineer and as 
an independent consultant developing 
solutions for companies such as Johnson 
& Johnson.  Growing up, David 
developed a strong connection with the 
outdoors and throughout his life he joined 
his family on many backpacking, 
camping, and skiing trips.  People who 
knew David remember him as one of the 
most honest and genuine people they 
have ever met.  He loved to laugh and 



spend time with those closest to him.  
Through his church, Menlo Park 
Presbyterian, David volunteered with 
“Bread of Life” providing meals to the 
hungry in his community.  David is 
survived by his wife, Beverly, his three 
children, two grandchildren, his 96-year 
old mother, his sister Dixie Thysen 
Laws ’63 and brother, Mark Thysen ’68.   

 
Shirley Susan Amauric ’67 announces 

the release of her paranormal/science 
fiction/romance book, “Rebel Prince”.  
The book tells the story about a prince 
and his quest for his missing beloved in 
an unknown world.  He sets out to the 
unknown world, unaware of the future 
that lies ahead of him.  Shirley’s book is 
available through Amazon.com 

 

70s  Barrett "Scott" Jennings ’72 

writes that he is now a recently separated 
dad with 3 teenagers.  He is a General 
Real Estate appraiser serving Manhattan 
and Long Island.  Scott has done a lot of 
yacht racing up and down the east coast, 
in Europe, and some on the west coast.  
He is a 4.5 level tennis player - all on clay 
courts. 
 
Jim Karel ’72 tells us that working with 
Blanche Duffey ’39 for a number of 

years during the early years of Panther 
Postscripts brings back fond memories.  
“She was truly a wonderful lady.  I 
remember when we had all the 
addresses on her famous index cards!”  
(Note: we still have those 3” x 5” cards.) 
 
Russell “Rusty” Knudsen ’74 provided 

this inspiring story about his friend and 
classmate, Mike Giron.  Mike, Class of 
1974 star Football player and BHS Hall of 

Famer, came down to BHS to address 
the varsity Football team last month. 
Mike gave the gentlemen an awe 
inspired motivational talk about 
dedication, teamwork, perseverance and 

camaraderie shared by playing together 
and the lifelong friendships you make 
and carry even after high school is over. 
Mike was joined by fellow 1974 
classmates, and lifelong friends; Mike 
Glafkides, Pete Fena, Scott Roberts, 
Steve Mahlstedt and Rusty Knudsen. 
Pete Fena and coach J. Philipopoulos 

worked out the surprise meeting with the 
varsity team before their first scrimmage 
game of the season. Pete Fena 
addressed the team after Mike to let the 
men know that each year there would be 
an award given to the player that 
overcomes adversity during the season, 
whether that was related to an injury, 
helping another player with game plans 
or study hall to keep academic eligibility, 
anything that showed perseverance 
throughout the season would be awarded 
the Mike Giron "Never Give Up Award". 
This would become an annual award that 
Mike will award each year at the 
completion of the season. The trophy will 
have the player's name inscribed on it 
and it will proudly be displayed in the 
Halls of Burlingame High School.  See 
photos page 6.   
 
George T. Kammerer, III ’75 writes: “I 

have just celebrated 20 years as a 
partner with Sacramento’s oldest law 
firm, Hefner, Stark & Marois. I’ve 
practiced environmental and land use law 
in Sacramento for nearly 25 years.  My 
wife, Carolyn and I enjoyed a great three 
week honeymoon safari hunting in South 
Africa and Namibia a few years back.  In 
Africa, the smell of the rain, sound of the 
birds, crunch of sand underfoot, and 
sight of the glorious sunsets, all give you 
an overwhelming feeling of being “at 
peace” and “at home”.  Africa truly is the 
cradle of our human origins.  Today we 
have a beautiful, very happy, disabled 
(quadriplegic) son, Georgie, age 6, who 
is a real joy and takes most of our time.  
Living in the countryside among the wide 

open spaces and abundant wildlife of 
east Sacramento County is great.  My 
father George Kammerer, II ’48 is doing 

well at age 82, amazingly still hunting, 
fishing and sightseeing all over the world 
with my mother, Pat, age 80.  All my best 
to my fellow Classmates of 1975.” 
 
Betsy R. Rosenthal's first novel 
LOOKING FOR ME in this great big 
family (Houghton, Mifflin), came out in 

April this year. This novel in verse is a 
look at the life of Edith Paul (Betsy's 
mother), who was one of twelve siblings 
growing up in Depression-era Baltimore. 
It is an enduring portrait (complete with 
family photos) of one family's pursuit of 
the American dream. Betsy's parents, 
Edith and Leon Rosenthal, still reside in 
Hillsborough where they've lived for the 
last forty years. Below is a picture of the 
book's cover. Note: Betsy graduated from 
BHS in 1975  
 

 

Panther Postscripts 

Editors: Judy Falk Chiasson ’59 

BOARD MEMBERS: Kiki Arnaudo ’59, Florence Bulatovich ’59, Tom Chase ’57, Margo Wohler Cheechov ’61, John 
Chiapelone ’50, Judy Falk Chiasson ‘59, Bob Cissna, Naomi Ziff Cissna ’51, Peter Cleaveland ’58, Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis ’58, 

Ted Glasgow ’53, Arlene Borelli Hipsher ’55, Mike McQueen ’53, Constance “Connie” Wyant Mills ’59, Terry Naylor ’59, 
Suzanne Stebenne Sullivan ’53, Sandy Singer Waterman ’53, Dennis Zell ’86 

 

The BHSAA Newsletter Panther Postscripts is published semi-annually (spring/summer and fall/winter) by the BHS Alumni 

Association, a non-profit organization. Yearly dues of $15 are payable each January; Life Memberships are $100. Payments 
and editorial correspondences can be mailed to the BHS Alumni Association, 1 Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010 or call 

(650) 593-3710 with questions or comments. 



 
L.to R. Class of 1974. Rusty Knudsen, Scott Roberts, Mike Giron, Pete Fena, Steve 
Mahlstedt and Mike Glafkides 
 

 

Varsity Football Team 



 

 

 
 
THE BURLINGAME BLANKET--The BHS Blanket continues to sell out. Due to the ongoing 
demand our vendor has agreed not to increase the price to us; therefore, we are still offering the 
blanket to Life Members at $40.00 and to all others at $45.00. Please add $6.00 for postage and 
handling for each blanket if you request shipment.  
 

Name______________________________________Maiden __________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________ City_____________________________ 
 
State________ Zip_________________ Phone(______)______________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________ 
 

Send me ____ blanket(s) @ $45 + $6 shipping 
Send me ____ blanket(s) @ $40 + $6 shipping (Life) 
___ I prefer to pick-up the blankets 
 

For pick-up info, call Mike McQueen at 650-591-3194 or email BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com. 
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Burlingame High School Alumni Association 
1 Mangini Way 
Burlingame, CA 94010-1904 
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BHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 Enclosed is my/our check payable to: BHS Alumni Association   

  for membership dues: $15 per alum per year.  for Life Membership: $100 per alum. 
  for the BHSAA programs (tax deductible).  for the BHSAA scholarships (tax deductible). 
   for the BHSAA Athletic Hall of Fame (tax deductible). 
  for a donation “In Honor of /In Memory of…” please attach note (tax deductible). 
 PLEASE UPDATE MY MAILING ADDRESS. 
 Please send the Panther Postscripts to the following BHS alum (name and address attached). 
 
Mail to: BHS Alumni Association, 1 Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010 -1904 Today’s Date_______________________ 

 
Please Print     
 
Name______________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 
 (first)  (middle)   (last) 
 
Maiden Name _________________________ Your BHS Class Year ___________ in Jan_______ in Jun_______  
 
Address     ____________________________________  
 
City________ State   Zip: __________________________+__________________  
 
Phone (  ) ___________ 
 
Email address:    _____________ 
 
 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Burlingame, CA 

Permit No. 88 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Attention: We are updating our files. Please 

check your mailing label and let us know if 
there are any errors. Send corrections 

to Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis c/o BHS Alumni 

Association, 1 Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 

94010 or email BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com  
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