
RUGBY INDIANA PLAYERS HONORED WITH SELECTION TO EIRA WINTER CAMP 
 

While most teenagers will spend their holiday break relaxing, a select few elite Rugby Indiana players will be heading west 

to Casa Grande, Arizona, to attend Eagle Impact Rugby Academy’s Winter Camp.  EIRA, a non-profit founded by former 

High School All-American Head Coach Salty Thompson, was designed to supplement and feed 

into USA Rugby’s u19 and u20 national team programs.  EIRA’s Winter Camp, which runs 

December 27-31, is an assembly of about 240 of the best middle school and high school boys 

rugby players in the country.  The camp gives players a chance to improve their skills and learn 

from national team coaches.  In addition to the rugby; players will have classes nightly with 

strength and conditioning coaches, sports psychologists, college admissions specialists, and 

more. 
 

Despite the challenge ahead of them, the players are ready to get started.  “I was in Canada with 

the u15s last summer, but this will be my first camp,” said freshmen Tommy Hannon, “I’m just 

excited compete against the best guys from across the country, it’s cool getting to play with and 

against guys from all over.”  Senior Max Pollard seconded that idea, “I’m excited to see some of 

my teammates from past trips to Vegas, Denver, and Ontario; and to meet new guys who love 

rugby as much as I do.  Honestly, I’m just honored to be selected and it’s a great opportunity to 

improve my rugby skills.”  For Ryan Barker, a seventh-grader from Westfield, who will be one of 

the youngest players at camp, he’s looking forward to the challenge, “I just want to go out there, 

do the best I can, and get better and learn as much as possible.  A few of my teammates will be 

there too so it’s going to be a fun experience and it should help us get ready for the spring.” 
 

In addition to honing their rugby skills, players will also be scouted for summer domestic and international tours as well as 

future High School All-American team selection.  EIRA’s national teams will be sending players of all ages on international 

tours in July.  EIRA will be sending teams to Ireland, South America, British Columbia, and Ontario.  With touring teams 

ranging from u15-u19 there will be opportunities for players of all ages to earn invitations. 
 

For players interested in playing for EIRA, there will be camps coming to Indiana soon.  These open identification camps are 

designed for all players no matter their skill level or experience.  They will teach skills and basic EIRA concepts and be 

scouted by EIRA Midwest coaches for a June trip to Denver and the Rocky Mountain 

Challenge, the premier all-star tournament in the United States. 
 

For the seventeen young men from Indiana, improvement will come quickly over the 

five-day camp.  Even though it will be hard work, the boys are prepared.  “I’ve been 

working out for weeks getting ready for the grind,” said Pollard.  “It’s going to be tough,” 

added Hannon, “but in the end I’ll be a better player and it’s going to get me ready for my 

spring season with Royal Irish and hopefully some all-star tours this summer.” 
 

Rugby Indiana players attending EIRA Winter Camp 
Ryan Barker, Westfield Shamrocks 

Chase Cranfill, Fishers 

Max Davis, Westfield Shamrocks 

Brayden Goodnight, Brownsburg 

Casey Graybill, Westfield Shamrocks 

Tommy Hannon, Royal Irish 

Saeed Kiruu, Penn 

Myles McClintock, Carmel 

Jared Monnier, Bishop Dwenger 

Evan Morrison, Brownsburg 

Max Pollard, Noblesville 

Isaiah Street, Brownsburg 

Nick Trout, Pendleton 

Peyton Wall, Leo 

Parker Wall, Leo 

Asher Webb, Brownsburg 

Jackson Weingart, Westfield Shamrocks 

 

 

Jared Monnier with the ball 

for EIRA Midwest against 

SoCal at the Rocky 

Mountain Challenge in 

Denver. 

Max Pollard playing in Ontario with 

the EIRA u18 national team. 
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