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Blue Devils Hockey

Frequently Asked Questions about Blue Devils Hockey
What skill level does my child need to join the Blue Devils hockey program?
Children do not need any prior hockey experience, and they do not need to know how to skate. Some skating experience is of course helpful, but not necessary. The sooner kids skate on their own, the more fun they have.

How will my child be assigned to a team?

All practices will be organized by grade. Games will follow official USA Hockey rules which dictate that children play based on age, not grade. For the 2023-2024 season, this would mean children born in 2017 and later would be on our Mini Mite team, 2015 and 2016 would be on our Mite team, 2013 and 2014 would be on our Squirt team and 2011 and 2012 would be on our Pee Wee team. Players are allowed to “play up” to an older age level which we’ll do to keep classmates together, but players are not allowed to “play down” a team level.

Who can play on the Buckley teams?

All Buckley boys are welcome and encouraged to join the program. Siblings (girls as well as boys) are also welcome and encouraged to play. Non siblings will be allowed to play on a case-by-case basis.

What will the practice schedule be for the coming season?

Practices will begin end of September. They will be on Fridays after school at Chelsea Piers and on Tuesdays after school at City Ice Pavilion (just over the 59th street bridge). Practices are not mandatory. Make what you can but beware, practices are fun and players find them contagious!
See current season practice schedule for full details.
What is the mix of practices and games?

The majority of our games will take place after Thanksgiving. Our ice time prior to that point is used for practices. We will be playing most games at Kips Bay Arena, Chelsea Piers and City Ice Pavilion. We try to schedule at least 10 games for all team levels. Nearly all games will be on weekends, and around Manhattan, so the schedule is quite manageable.

Will there be any tournament play?  

Absolutely! Season ending tournaments are always fun! This upcoming season our Mini Mites and Mites will once again play in the Kips Bay Cup League along with St. Bernard’s, St. David’s and Browning. In addition, we plan to once again host the Private School Select League at Chelsea Piers for Mite, Squirt and Pee Wee teams from St. Bernard’s, St. David’s and Browning. We will have a fun season end tournament for this league as well. Additional tournaments may be added where possible.

How much does the program cost?

The cost per child for the 2023-2024 season is $3,500, plus a small fee to register with the USA Hockey Association (see details below). First time Blue Devils players can elect to join for the first half of the season (October through December) at a cost of $1,750. If the player decides to continue for the remainder of the season, the remaining fee of $1,750 is due January 15, 2024. First time Blue Devils players may also register midseason at a cost of $1,750.  

This year we will continue to offer a “sibling” discount of $750 for each additional child registered (i.e. families registering two children will save $750; families registering three children will save $1,500). The sibling discount will be prorated for players joining midseason.

All new players to the program will receive their first team jersey on us! Always an exciting moment when these jerseys are ceremoniously handed out.
The cost of the program does not include the cost of other equipment which must be worn to every practice and game. We will share an equipment listing and we will have a gently used hand-me-down equipment effort in early September which many find quite helpful.
Why do I need to register with the USA Hockey Association?  How do I register?
Among other benefits, the USA Hockey Association provides insurance and risk management services to our team. You must register your player on-line at www.usahockeyregistration.com. On-line registration is very easy. Just go to the website and click on “Players & Coaches”. The fee is $15 for birthyears 2017 and later, $50 for 2015 and 2016, $61 for 2014 and earlier, plus an $8 affiliate fee to the NYS Amateur Hockey Association.

If your child plays on more than one team, he may already be registered with the USA Hockey Association. He does not need to register again in order to play on the Blue Devils team.
Once you receive your USA Hockey registration number, go to our team site at www.buckleyhockey.org to register for our Buckley team. You will be asked for the USA Hockey registration number. Season payments can be made right through our site.
Is transportation to practice available?

Typically, groups of parents will arrange a carpool schedule for their children. Particularly at the younger ages it is important that an adult be available to help put on equipment and make sure the children make it onto the ice in a timely manner. If enough interest is generated, it is certainly possible to arrange bus transportation, but this can only be considered when we know what our roster will look like, and will require an additional charge.  

Why should I consider making a donation to the Blue Devils Hockey program?
We always need help! We feel very strongly that every Buckley boy who wants to play for the Blue Devils should be able to do so. Accordingly, we’ve worked hard to hold the line on fees and offer support where needed. We are hoping that those families able to make a donation will help us keep the Blue Devils community together.  Let’s make sure that ALL of our boys/siblings can play. Go Blue Devils!

The Blue Devils Hockey program is an entirely parent-run and parent-funded 501(c)(3) organization.

