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I) Introduction 

a) Mission Statement 
The mission of Massachusetts Player Development is to create and manage development and instructional programs for all ages of boys 
and girls in Massachusetts Hockey. 

The High-Performance Program is designed for boys and girls – ages 15, 16, 17 – who are the most elite players and will participate at 
the highest levels and at the festival tournament for the opportunity to advance to the USA Hockey National Development camps and 
other national programs representing Massachusetts Hockey.  

The program is designed to: 

• Improve the quality of the hockey experience for high-end players in Massachusetts by utilizing the vast resources of the state and 
USA Hockey 

• Increase the resources available to goalies, their parents and coaches 
• Identify and develop the best male and female players in Massachusetts 
• Provide an opportunity to develop and play with and against the best players in Massachusetts and the United States 
• Create educational opportunities for players to have instruction with highly-respected and skilled instructors 

b) Immediate and Short-Term Goals 
i) Immediate Focus 

This year’s goals were to build off a rebuilding year in 2016-17. The Introduction series was expanded to four locations and a town 
program event was added during the Final 40. 

ii) Short-term Focus 
The purpose of the committee is to bring the best practices of player development to every participant of Mass Hockey. The 
combination of the ADM and Player Development committees was an attempt to do that. Although, these goals didn’t become a 
reality, it is still the right focus and needs to be improved upon for the development of all our participants. 
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II) Coordinators 
PAUL PEARL – Boys’ Player Development Coordinator: 
In 2014, Pearl joined Harvard as Associate Coach after a 19-year career at Holy Cross. His leadership helped 
Harvard reach the ECAC Hockey Tournament championship game and the NCAA Tournament for the second 
consecutive year. Pearl’s approach to discipline helped Harvard become the 10th-least penalized team in the 
country in the 2015-2016 season. 
Holy Cross’ all-time winningest coach. In 19 seasons in Worcester, Pearl’s teams compiled a 297-293-69 overall 
record, and he was behind the bench for 9 of the 11 most successful seasons in program history. 
Pearl has two NCAA tournament appearances to his credit (2004 and 2006) and has led five 20-win campaigns at 
the helm of the Holy Cross program. He was named 1998 ECAC East Coach of the Year and New England Hockey 
Writer’s, the 2002 MAAC Coach of the Year, and the 2004 & 2011 Atlantic Hockey Coach of the Year. Pearl 
(Wakefield) skated in 125 games for the Holy Cross Crusaders, compiling 77 points on 14 career goals and 63 

assists. 

Additional Staff Members can be seen on the Mass Hockey Boy’s Development website: http://www.mahockey.org/page/show/2852873-
boys-player-development-staff.  

ED BOURGET– Girls’ Player Development Coordinator: 
This is Bourget’s second season as Massachusetts Hockey’s CCM Hockey High Performance Girls’ Player 
Development Coordinator. Bourget is currently in his fourth season as head coach of BB&N girls' varsity hockey 
team. 
In 2014, he served as intern coach at the U18 National Camp for Team USA.  Bourget was the 2005-06 interim 
head coach for the BB&N Girls' Varsity Hockey team, and in 2002-03 season he was the head coach of Sacred 
Heart University Women's team. He has also worked with the East Coast Selects hockey program. 
After Graduating from Sacred Heart, Ed played briefly played in the French Elite League with ASG Tours and then 
was invited to the Greensboro Generals (Toronto Maple Leaf's East Coast Affiliate) training camp. Bourget 

played Division I college hockey while at Sacred Heart University and was a 3-time MAAC All-Academic team member; ECAC Medal of 
Merit award winner his senior season; and was nominated for the Hockey Humanitarian Award in 2001. He graduated from BB&N in 1996. 

Additional Staff Members can be seen on the Mass Hockey Girls’ Development website: http://www.mahockey.org/page/show/745456-
girls-player-development-staff.  
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III) Introduction Series – Boys  
 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Introduction Series, in its second year, was designed to introduce players from the 13U (2004) birth year to Mass Hockey Player 
Development. This is an “invitation only” event to reach out to the premier players within that birth year. This year’s events were held at 
Northeastern, Harvard, UMASS Lowell, and Holy Cross. 

The events organized by Roger Grillo and USA Hockey consisted of both on-ice and off-ice sessions. The players were divided into 2 groups. 
One group attended a 50-minute on-ice session while the remaining players and their parents attended an off-ice session hosted by 
university staff. 110 players were invited with an average of 85 players attending for the three Boston events. The players registered for the 
event at $40 per player for all four sessions. 

 
The on-ice sessions were designed to introduce players and parents, if they haven’t already been, to the American Development 
Model (ADM) practices with age-appropriate stations and small area games. The off-ice sessions focused on preparation for practices 
and games, highlighting the need for proper warm-up/warm-down; the Long-Term Athletic Development (LTAD) model informed the 
players about the ages of trainability with a focus on their age group, and a session from College Hockey, Inc. on the college 
recruitment process. Each session was followed by a Q&A session. All the sessions were well-attended. 
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In addition, we invited over 50 Town Program players from the 14U group to participate in a similar session at the Final 40. Paul Pearl 
ran the on-ice practice and Kenny Rausch, USA Hockey Youth Council Chair, performed the off-ice session. The point of the session was 
to introduce high-level town talent to the USA Hockey American Develop Model and the USA Hockey path to National Camps, etc. 

 

IV) Introduction Series – Girls  
 

 

 

 

The Massachusetts Player Development Program invited a number of girls from the 2004 and 2005 birth-years to participate in the skill 
development series developed last season. Three skill sessions for the 2005 and four sessions for the 2004 age groups were offered 
throughout the 2017-18 hockey season that included on-ice skills and off-ice education. The goal of the program is to provide players with 
an elite experience that includes on-ice and off-ice training from coaches that have experienced playing in the national program.  

Skills Series Dates for the 2004 and 2005 birth years 

2005 skills #1 Sunday, October 15, 2017 6-8 pm at the Brooks School 

2004 skills #2 Sunday, November 5, 2017 6-8 pm at Boston University 

2004 skills #3 Sunday, January 28, 2018 6-8 pm at Boston University 

2005 skills #2 Sunday, January 28, 2018 6-8 pm at Middlesex School 

2004 skills #4 Sunday, February 11, 2018 6-8 pm at Boston University 

2005 skills #3 Sunday, February 18, 2018 6-8 pm at BB&N 

The included presentation was provided for parents and players alike to introduce them to the National Development process. 

 

V) Festivals (Boys’) – National Development Camp (NDC) Tryout 
The boys’ festival was broken down into three sections: 1) the regional tryouts, 2) the Festival, and 3) the Final 40.  The focus was to 
continue to improve upon a best-in-class experience for the players and make the Festival the “flagship” event of Player Development. The 
addition of the Final 40 concept was implemented to provide a future opportunity for the best 40 selected and keep the interest of the 

2005 player 
development.pptx
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remaining players that do not get selected to the USA Hockey Select camps. In the future, the committee intends to arrange a summer or 
pre-season showcase with surrounding districts: New England, New York, and Mid-Atlantic. Such an event should help retain the players 
that are not selected by providing them an additional experience, and provide exposure to an event that could be used to provide exposure 
to college scouts. The near-term goal achieved was creating a best-in-class experience. 

The Boy’s Festival Try-out Program:  

a) Festival Tryout Dates: 
i) Sunday, March 25, 2018 at Rodman Arena, Walpole 

      Birth Year      Attendance 
(1) 2003      77 
(2) 2002      82 
(3) 2001      73 

ii) Saturday, March 31, 2018 New England Sports Center (NESC), Marlboro 
        Birth              Attendance 

(1) 2003     118 
(2) 2002       89 
(3) 2001       58 

 
iii) Sunday, April 8, 2018, New England Sports Center (NESC), Marlboro 

        Birth              Attendance 
(1) 2003       73 
(2) 2002                  35 
(3) 2001       43 

 
b) Final 40 
The Final 40 event was held Saturday, May 20 and Sunday May 21, 2017 (schedule included in the Appendix) at NESC. This event included 
two games (one each on Saturday and Sunday evenings) with a practice session for each age group on Sunday morning. During these 
practice sessions, the evaluators ran the players through a few skill stations and small area games. These practice sessions, which were run 
by the evaluators of each age group, provided the evaluators an opportunity to see the players up close, and provided the players with a 
first class practice session and the chance to further demonstrate their skills. After the practice session, the players were introduced to the 
CCM High Performance team and allowed to test out CCM skates and sticks and have 30-50 minutes of unstructured play. 

The Final 40 continued to take on a National Camp flavor. During the weekend, the teams were assigned their own locker rooms where they 
kept their gear throughout the weekend. Each team was assigned a team leader, which was selected from the best of the Festival team 

2018_Boys_Festival_P
rogram_10A_05_13.pdf



Page 8 

leaders, and were coached by former NHL players, Division 1 and Junior coaches, and top Prep School coaches. The event was structured to 
provide the players the best opportunity to show their abilities and make it to the National Camp. 

From the Final 40 at each age level, the players were selected for the USA Hockey Select camps. 

The Final 40 Program:  

 
c) Boy’s 2017 NDC Allotment: 

i) 2003 (15’s): 2 Goalies, 10 Forwards, 5 Defense 
ii) 2002 (16’s): 1 Goalie, 7 Forwards, 4 Defense (2 added via at-Large selections) 
iii) 2001 (17’s): 1 Goalie, 7 Forwards, 4 Defense 

 
In addition to the allotment, a few at-large spots may also be provided to Mass Hockey players. 

 

VI) Festivals (Girls’) – National Development Camp (NDC) Tryout 
In its second year, with Ed Bourget’s and Amy Zappen’s leadership the Girls Festival continues on a path to identifying the top talent in 
Massachusetts. The embedded document outlines the Festival and NDC selection process. 

 
 

VII) Girls’ 2018 Massachusetts Hockey Select Camp 
 

Once again, a Mass Hockey Select Camp was provided for those female athletes destined for the national camp to provide an introduction to 
the expectations and rigors of the national camp. The intention is to help better prepare the female athletes and increase their chances for 
success at the national camps. 
 
June 8-10, 2018 
Friday, June 8, 2018 6-9 pm 
Saturday, June 9, 2018 12-6 pm 
Sunday, June 10, 2018 12-6 pm 

2018_Boys_Final_40_
Program_MH.pdf

2018 Festival 
Program 04_16_18.docx
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IX. Conclusion 
 
Building on the successes of last season, we all look forward to continuing the Introduction series with four in-season events, expanding the 
Final 40 events to include a summer/pre-season showcase, and bringing additional education to town programs through Mass Hockey District-
hosted events supported by USA Hockey. We are headed in the right direction with the support of the collegiate and prep school organizations 
and USA Hockey’s participation and collaboration.   
 
More information can be found at the links below: https://www.mahockey.org/boysplayerdev 


