MICHIGAN AMATUER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
DISTRICT 4 MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 2026
District 4 Chair Popma called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.  Minutes recorded by D4 Chair/Secretary Popma.  Meeting held via Microsoft Teams.
[bookmark: _Hlk134570865][bookmark: _Hlk166495637][bookmark: _Hlk210569371]DIRECTORS PRESENT:	Chairman John Popma, Director Bob DeSpirt, Director Henrik Impola, Director Gordie Lietz, Director Tom Krzyzak, and Director Kim Gearns
COUNCIL PRESENT: 	Council Member Maria Biederman and Council Member Nick Zajas 
ABSENT:	Treasurer Shelly-Ann Dow and Council Member Greg Hames 
GUESTS:	Brian Shekell, Angela Petty, Cameron Krol

OPEN CALL:	Applicant introductions.
MINUTES:	Review January 2026 minutes.  Motion to approve; second; PASSES.   
	
D4 CALENDAR:	
· March meeting to be held March 9, 2026. 
TREASURER REPORT:	
· Treasurer Dow not present to report. 
· Hockey Day invoice was forwarded to the MAHA Treasurer. 
DISTRICT CHAIR REPORT:	
· No new closest rink exceptions. 
· Interstate transfers completed.  Three pending discipline hearings. 
· Numerous substitute goalie forms requested.
· Credential follow-up sent to teams with pending items on January 29th.  Limited follow up from teams to date. 
· Increase in teams complaining about home team having last change for faceoffs.  
· Complaints of calls, no calls, etc.  All referred to associations to submit video review request. 
· Increase in “tampering” complaints involving coaching movements, some withing association involving teams splitting. 
· 3on3 tournaments/leagues being viewed as tryouts by MAHA.  Several warnings.
MAHA BOARD OF DIRECTRORS REPORT:
· Director DeSpirt shared USA Hockey Winter Meeting notes. 
ASSOCIATION/CLUB REPORTS:	
· Reports discussed from Kensington Valley, Plymouth, Livonia, and Hartland 
· Nothing to report from Birmingham, Canton, Compuware, Lakeland, Little Caesars, Farmington Hills, Grand River, HoneyBaked, Novi, Orchard Lake, Jimmy Johns, USA Hockey Club, Victory Honda, adults, or disabled.
[bookmark: _Hlk108542043]RULES:	
· Director Lietz presented that many MAHA rule changes were wording clean up.
· Rules changes will be posted on the MAHA website.
· Sub-committee formed to review and consider split birthyear age groups.
COACHING:	
· Director Impola reported an increase in one-time temp cards being requested.
SAFESPORT/CONCUSSION:	
· SafeSport complaint discussed; determined unsubstantiated via records checks.
DISTRICTS/STATES:	
· Discussed Round 2 complaints received over seeding format.
· Non-state credential check + JV and extra girls teams January 25, 2026, went well with minor issues.
· 10U-A – Wings West & Wings Event Center (3/6-3/8) – 2016 HoneyBaked gold
· 10U-AA – Calumet -Colosseum (2/27-3/1) – 2015 Birmingham Rangers
· 10U-B – Little Bear West (2/27-3/1) – HoneyBaked 10U-B
· 12U-A – Centre Ice Arena (3/13-3/15) – 2014 Hartland black
· 12U-AA – Centre Ice Arena ( 3/13-3/15) – 2013 Orchard Lake red
· 12U-B – Farmington Hills ( 3/13-3/15) -  HoneyBaked 12U-B
· 14U-A – Glacier Pointe (3/6-3/8) – 2012 Hartland black
· 14U-AA – Glacier Pointe (3/6-3/8) – 2011 Hartland black
· 14U-B – Farmington Hills (3/13-3/15) -  Livonia blue 14U-B
· 18U-BB – tbd –  direct to states
· JV/Prep – Big Bear Arena (3/6-3/8) –  direct to states
· Girls Tier 2 Non-National – Disc Arena (2/27-3/1) –  direct to states
· Girls Tier 2 National – Disc Arena (3/5-3/8) – direct to states
· Girls Tier 3 – Patterson Ice Arena (3/13-3/15) – direct to states
· Runner-Up slots will be determined by top seeding of runners-up (10U-A=2, 3,4, 5 and 14U-A=2,3,4,6)
· Discussed 14U-B host spot.  Motion to support Livonia being allowed two teams in states and Livonia red 14U-B being permitted to be the host team, 2nd,. PASSES.   
· Discussed coverage for State Playoffs.  Livonia hosting but games being moved to Farmington Hills due to ice conflicts. 

[bookmark: _Hlk127560540][bookmark: _Hlk195108076]BLOCK GRANTS:	Treasurer Dow not present to report.
MITES:	Director Lietz had nothing to report.
WEBSITE:	Director DeSpirt reported that the website is now mobile friendly, district scores were imbedded directly from Gamesheet, and a new Facebook page has been created. 
DISCIPLINE: 
· 188 Game Misconduct penalties for the season.
· 23 Match penalties for the season 
· Errors will only be correct within 7 days.  27 errors submitted, 1 denied, 26 corrected.
· Standardized Discipline for late teams to be sent out:  One unserved 4+ player penalty GM and one playing before team rostered.
· Hearings scheduled for Friday, February 13, 2026.

OLD BUSINESS:	

· Complaint on Livonia team finances.  Director Lietz reported that this was investigated by association and closed.
·  Budget for council members to attend Summer Meetings. Move to next meeting for Treasurer follow-up.
· Succession planning remains to be done.
NEW BUSINESS:	
· MAHA Winter Meetings follow up discussed.
· D4 Election applications were due February 1.  Applicants are Gordie Lietz (current director), Kim Gearns (current director), Josh Schaffer, Angela Petty, Brian Shekell, and Cameron Krol.
· 2011 GRAHA permitted to move to State Playoffs due to a protest of administrative handing of an in-game call by SPC, leading to lots of feedback from teams.
· Discussed Black Bear Sports Group dissolving of Chelsea Hockey Association and what support or role we play if this occurs within District 4. 
· 2017 Belle Tire team in Hartland discussed.
· Exceptions actioned as needed.

OPEN END CALL:  	none

ADJOUNRMENT:	Motion to adjourn, 2nd .  The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 PM.
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