10U WILLIE MAYS BASEBALL
2021
DELANO/ROCKFORD/WATERTOWN LEAGUE BASEBALL RULES (9-10 YR OLDS)

A REGULATION GAME shall be 6 innings, beginning promptly at 6:30 p.m. (unless managers agree to a changed starting time). At 15 minutes past such time, the plate umpire will declare any team not present, in default, with opposing team’s manager having option to declare a forfeit. A complete game is four innings (3 ½ innings if home team is ahead), if game is called due to weather or darkness. After regulation play, if a game is tied, extra innings may be played. But no inning (regulation or extra inning) shall start after 8:15 p.m. unless lights are provided.  Home Team is decided by the field location between the communities that are playing or if both teams are from the same community, a coin flip or agreement between the coaches will be the determining factor.

PROTECTIVE GEAR: Batters and runners shall wear protective headgear. No metal cleats. Catchers must wear a cup, throat guard, and helmet in addition to full catcher’s gear.

PITCHING: No player shall pitch more than 2 innings in any game or 4 innings in any one week. Coaches should attempt to allow several different pitchers in each week’s games, and not have the same three pitchers every Tuesday and Thursday.  A full inning is charged to a pitcher after recording a minimum of 1 out. Pitching rules remain the same for any extra innings played. A pitcher shall use a legal windup motion and delivery, (a stretch is legal). A violation will be called a balk and considered a no pitch. NO PENALTY WILL BE TAKEN. The umpire or manager will then explain to the pitcher what the problem was. Each pitcher is only allowed 6 warm-up pitches per inning. No curve ball pitching is allowed.

HITTING: 
This is a league where hitting should be emphasized. Coaches are encouraged to urge players to be aggressive hitters.  If no umpire is available, coaches for the team at bat will call balls and strikes while positioned behind the pitcher for the team in the field. If the count on the batter reaches four (4) balls, the coach/umpire will take over pitching to same batter, continuing with the strike count on the batter. The pitcher remains in the field and continues to field the position, without moving away from the pitching area, (i.e., the pitcher should not move towards the shortstop or second base positions when the coach is pitching). The batter either puts the ball in play or strikes out. There will be no walks.  If the batter is hit by a pitch thrown by the opposing team, the batter has the option of being awarded first base, or the pitch being counted as a ball and continuing to hit.

Legal Bats:  Big Barrel Bats will be allowed (2 5/8" or 2 3/4"- 14u & below) - Only those big barrel bats made by approved USSSA licensed manufacturers that are either...
(1) Made with the USSSA OR USA Mark (see images); or
(2) Is a qualified BBCOR bat; or
(3) Is Wood, shall be allowed in USSSA play.
Small Barrel Bats will be allowed (2-1/4" in diameter or less) - Only those small barrel bats made by approved USSSA licensed manufacturers that are either...
(1) Made with the USSSA OR USA Mark (see image); or
(2) Is Wood, shall be allowed in USSSA play.
Small Barrel Bat Comment: The above includes Tee Ball bats that are longer than 23 inches in length. Tee Ball bats 23 inches and shorter in length from approved USSSA licensed manufacturers will continue to be allowed without the NEW or Old USSSA marks.
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DISTANCES: Pitching distance is 46 feet no less, from the tail of home plate. (46-47 feet is ok if your field is set up that way). Base distances are 60 feet.

BATTING ORDER: All team members must bat in a continuous batting order and must bat in order the entire game, whether the player has played in the field or not. Batting out of order is considered an out. Exceptions to a continuous batting order are if a player is injured or has to leave for personal reasons.  Coaches should attempt to rotate the batting order so that the players get to hit in different positions in the order.

SUBSTITUTION/POSITIONS: Players may be freely substituted, however, each player must play a minimum of 2 complete innings in the field (non-consecutively is ok).  Players should be allowed to play different positions and coaches should not have set line-ups where the players always play the same positions, (i.e., don’t have the same shortstop all the time and don’t leave a player in right field all the time—let them move around and learn the game).  The emphasis should be on equal playing time for the players.

COMPLETE INNING: A complete inning shall be 3 outs or a maximum of 5 runs in one teams at bat, or if home team is ahead in last inning or a called game due to weather or darkness.

PLAYERS: A minimum of 7 players are needed to start a game. Defensively a team may play 9 or 10 players. If you use 10 players you must play 4 outfielders.

INFIELD FLY RULE is NOT in effect. All pop-ups are live and should be played accordingly.

BUNTING is not permitted.

OVERTHROWS on balls in play (fair or foul) the runner/runners may attempt to advance at their own risk. If the ball goes out of play (down a hill, in the woods, over the fence, etc.) all runners are rewarded 2 bases from the time of the pitch.

LEADING OFF is only permitted after the ball crosses home plate. 

STEALING is not permitted. No advancing bases on wild pitches or on throws back to the pitcher from the catcher.

COURTESY RUNNER shall be used for the catcher if catcher is on base with 2 outs. The courtesy runner will be the player who made the last out.

THIRD STRIKE: A batter is out on a third strike even if the catcher drops the ball or misses the catch. The ball will be called dead and any other base runners may not advance.

SLIDING: Coaches should make players aware that they should slide on close plays at all bases other than 1st base. There will be no penalty for not sliding, unless the coaches/umpire judges that not sliding created an unfair or unsafe situation (EX. No crashing into catcher).

GAME BALLS/UMPIRES: Each team supply 1 new ball (or very good used ball). If no umpire is available, the batting team coach calls balls & strikes as well as outs from behind the pitcher and is the official umpire while his team is at bat. 

SCORE BOOK: The home team score book is the official score book. It is the visiting team’s responsibility to check the official score book inning by inning. Any discrepancies should be worked out by the coaches and umpires. Umpire’s ruling is final.

GAMES POSTPONED by reason of weather or field conditions can be rescheduled but must be agreed upon by both head coaches. The two coaches should discuss this and decide if game will be rescheduled. The field schedule will have to be checked to make sure fields are available. The coaches shall cooperate when determining whether a game should be called off or postponed due to weather or field conditions, etc.

NO PROFANITY, SMOKING, OR ALCOHOL is allowed by players, coaches or fans. Umpire’s judgment calls may not be protested. All rule violations
will be settled immediately by the umpire and managers. Umpire’s decision is final.
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