
 
We just wanted to touch base with a little PSA surrounding the nation-wide umpire 
issues still in place.  
 
First and foremost, and I hope this goes without saying, but treat umpires with the same 
respect that you wish to be treated. Unfortunately, every new umpire we gain, we lose 
2. Attached/below is a response from an umpire we are trying to book for this weekend 
to give you just one example. 
 
There is no denying that there's an umpire/ref shortage across all sports at all 
levels. We need everyone to help a little bit where they can.  
 
Help us, help you!  
We need to get very efficient and maximize the use of umpires to not only get better 
umpires but to make sure all games are covered. If everyone plays on Saturday/Sunday 
between 10am - 1pm it becomes impossible to cover games.  
 
Here is what will be a major help (and required in some cases): 

 Send in your full season schedule well in advance 

 7 days notice at minimum for game times  

 Games being scheduled in back to back time slots (ie. 9am > 11am > 1pm) 

 Playing early 8am/8:30am/9am or playing later 4:00pm or later 

 No 60 minute gap for the next game coming on the field (umpires won't wait) 

 If both teams are local and can swing it, try playing during the week which is a 
HUGE help as Saturday/Sunday are overloaded 
 
Here is what will no longer fly: 

 Scheduling games at 930am- 10:00am. If you can play at 10am you can play at 
9am. Playing at 10am handicaps the options for the umpire(s) next games options or 
makes them late to their next game. 
 

 Sending in your games week by week 



  Waiting until Monday to send your games. You may have to get your own 
umpires in this scenario. 

  Changes are not always possible so please try to avoid this or give 7 days 
notice. 

  Odd start times like 9:45am or 11:15am (unless game prior to) eat up umpire 
availability. 
 

       
Bad scheduling > 3 different umpires for 3 games. 

Date Time Field Plate 

9/11 10:45 AM Yankee LL #1 Umpire #1 

9/11 11:30 AM Yankee LL #2 Umpire #2 

9/11 3:00 PM Yankee LL #2 Umpire #3 

 

 
Good scheduling > 1 umpire for 3 games. Allows better quality umpire(s) 

Date Time Field Plate 

9/11 9:00 AM Yankee LL #1 Umpire #1 

9/11 11:00 AM Yankee LL #2 Umpire #1 

9/11 1:00 PM Yankee LL #2 Umpire #1 

 
Please understand that we wish everybody could play at any time at any place they 
want and be able to move things around as they please but that is simply no longer 
possible. If you want umpire coverage on your games, we will need your help to make it 
happen. Otherwise, we will have to start canceling games for the first time in our 36 
year history. Thanks all, looking forward to working with everybody this Fall towards a 
fun, competitive season.  
 
 



 


